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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life 
together.  The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s shocking to learn that that 25% of children in 
Arizona are living in poverty according to a recent 
report from Children’s Action Alliance. Even 
more shocking is that 32% of children in our 
Legislative District 2 live in poverty. That’s most 
of Tucson and southeastern Arizona. Fortunately, 
in areas near to Sahuarita and Green Valley the 
statistics aren’t quite so bad, but still at least 25% 
of our region’s 80,000 residents live in 
insufficiency, defined as less than 180% of 
poverty.  
 
It’s no wonder then that Sahuarita Food Bank 
continues to grow, serving ever more families 
from as far away as southern Tucson. In the first 
10 weeks of this year we helped 27% more 
families than a year ago. 
 
In response to this growing demand for 
emergency food, we’ve stretched ourselves quite a 
bit. Last summer we purchased a new truck that 
enables transport of more food. More supplies of 
food are coming from the Community Food Bank 

of Southern Arizona. More community food 
drives help too. And a big boost came from 
Safeway on Duval Mine Road, which asked 
customers to give during the holidays. 
Meanwhile, many individual donors at The Good 
Shepherd and in the wider community provide 
the backbone of our ability to meet the growing 
need for food, operations, and staff. 
 
Most recently, we’ve contracted with Ann Striker 
to serve as  executive director and manage the 
growing complexity of our operations. A long-
time volunteer and a retired food services 
executive with decades of experience, she helps 
ensure that our 150 wonderful volunteers take 
care of the many food bank tasks. They make 
nine truck and van runs for food each week; 
store, organize and sort 9,200 pounds of food; 
handle the distribution of food on market days, 
Produce Wednesdays and twice monthly pantries 
in Summit; and pack and deliver 285 weekend 
BackPacks to four schools. 

OGHS Thanks You 
 
Your generosity in responding to the March 11 
“One Great Hour of Sharing” Offering is 
spectacular! A collection of $4,904.00 has been 
reported to our Mission Committee. 
This is SO appreciated . The folks at Good 
Shepherd Church are certainly Mission 
responsive. 
The Mission & Justice Board 

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
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The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 

Assistant Minister:  Nathan Watts 
CWS Immigration Organizer:  Rev. Noel Andersen 

Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money: 
Nancy Ackley 

Member of Discernment: Rebecca McElfresh 
Music Director & Coordinators:   Jeff Vanderlee 

Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen  
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen 
Pianist:   Kay Jean Moore      
Custodian:  Severo Rivas 

Administrator:  Amy Dillemuth 
Newsletter Editor:   Mary Chapman 

 
Newsletter Helpers: 

Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Henri-
quez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead, 

Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier, 
Carrie Scheufler and Kathy Zweig 

 
Executive Committee 

Moderator:  Judy Bischoff 
Moderator elect:   

Treasurer:  Sam Dyer 
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi 

 
Administrative Area Facilitators 

Facilities:  Ray Hebert 
Finance:  Nancy Bowen 

Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 
 

Program Area Facilitators 
Welcome and Inclusion Team:  

Intentional Caring Team:  Barb Eyre 
Mission Service and Justice Team:   

Dennis St. John 
Spiritual Growth Team:    Susan Hill 

Newsletter Deadline  
MAY ISSUE 

 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18th 
 

Send items to:  Mary Chapman, 
mchapman15@cox.net 

Women’s Fellowship Farewell 

Luncheon 

 Tuesday, April 3, Noon, Redman 

Room 
 
Please join other women of The Good 
Shepherd in our farewell to all the winter 
residents who will  be leaving Green Valley 
for the summer.   
 
Our featured speaker will be 
Deborah Hutterer, Lutheran Social 
Services of the South West.     
 
Sign up on the signup sheet in the narthex.  
Bring a salad or dessert/fruit for 6 to share. 
 
If you didn’t have a chance to sign up, just 
come along 

Relay For Life Fundraising Team 2018 

April 14  
 
Cancer has touched many of us in some way, so 
we decided to fight back by raising funds and 
walking in our local American Cancer Society 
Relay For Life event.  The Sahuarita Relay is April 
14. 
 
As a team, we are taking action to help eliminate 
cancer as a major health problem.  At our Relay 
event, we will take turns walking around the track 
to raise money and awareness to help the 
American Cancer Society in their lifesaving 
mission.  If you cannot attend or walk the track, 
you can support us by making a donation and 
joining or team table at the event.  Donations for 
our team will be accepted through June.  
 
Luminaria bags can be created and displayed at 
the event in honor or memory of someone who 
suffered from cancer.  Bags are available in the 
narthex.  (Suggested donation of $5).  There is a 
free lunch for survivors.  Please contact Bonnie 
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The Javarita Coffeehouse  

Presents:  

Scattered Grass 

Friday, April 13th, 7:00pm  

Our last Coffeehouse of the Season.  We have had 

an incredible year and enjoyed some great 

music.  Scattered Grass is a talented group of 
veteran musicians from all over the country that 

have finally come together in Tucson to create 
great hard-driving traditional bluegrass and 

gospel music in the style of Flatt & Scruggs, Bill 
Monroe, Jimmy Martin, Kenny Baker, Osborne 

Brothers, Larry Sparks & others. 

www.scatteredgrass.com   Tickets $10  

Stewardship Message 
 

I'm pleased to share with you that, as of our 
March 4th Annual Meeting, our Church has 
received the promise of $290,627 for annual 
support from 141 pledges by our members and 
friends.  This represents 94% of our fund-raising 
goal, which itself represented 78% of our 
approved operating budget.  We rejoice in your 
generosity, and are confident that, with the 
additional commitments from some who have yet 
to share their decisions with us, we will meet our 
goal and be ready to fully support our ministries 
for this church year.  
 

If you have not yet taken an opportunity to reflect 
upon, and determine your level of support for our 
Church in 2018, please do so as quickly as 
possible.  Our Finance Team must reconcile our 
approved budget of $393,559 with our projected 
income, and needs to know the expected financial 
support from members and friends. 
 

For 2018, Pam Irvin has graciously offered to join 
Clyde Clement, John Pestle, Nancy Ackley, Sandy 
Lindahl, any myself on your Stewardship Team.  
Speaking for us all, our gifts mean a lot to us. We 
get to participate every day in the ministry, 
missions, and programs of The Good Shepherd as 
our church states its witness in our community as 
a place of welcome and transformation.  If you’ve 
already stated your commitment to our church 
for 2018, we welcome you in joining us.  If you 
haven’t yet, please consider doing so and 
‘participate’ along with us! 
 

Hathaway Cornelius, 2017 Facilitator, 

Stewardship Team 

Help Establish the Adult Forums for Fall 

2018 and Spring 2019 
 
Bring your suggestion(s) for subjects, speakers 
and special programs for next years forums to a 
general open meeting of interested parties on 
April 4 at 10:00  in the Church Library. Your 
input is important and this is your chance to 
assure that the content of all Adult Forums meets 
your spiritual needs and maintains your quality 
of learning and understanding at a level you find 
fulfilling.  

Sondrol at 303-324-8349 to sign up for either of 
these.   
 
Please join our team or make a donation.  Saving 
lives from cancer starts one team, one 
participant, one dollar at a time. 

Taizé  
 
On April 11 we will share the next to 
last Taize until October.  
 

If you've been planning to attend, we encourage 
you to consider  this service. Candlelight, simple 
songs, prayer and a short meditation--only 45 
minutes. See you there!  

Books Books Books 
Books Book Books: On April 4th we will 
meet at La Perla at La Posada to discuss 

“ A Tree Grows in Brooklyn” by Betty Smith.  
 
In May on the 7th we discuss “A Line Becomes a 
River” by Francisco Cantü.  
 
We meet in a room that is at the top of the stairs 
in the lobby. All are welcome to join us.   
Questions call Marge Kinkead 648 8192.  

http://www.scatteredgrass.com
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Bookworms News 
 

Bookworms, the evening women's 
book discussion group, will read 
Such a Nice Girl, by Carol St. 
John, at our April 16 gathering.  

Carol will join us for our discussion.   
 
May 21, we will discuss Midnight in Broad 
Daylight, by Pamela Rotner Sakamoto.  
 
We meet the third Monday of each month at 7 
pm, in the Lantana Room on the third floor of La 
Vista, at La Posada.  For more information, con-
tact Sandra Rooney, srooney8@cox.net, 648-
4264. 

Cost of Incarceration 
 
A recent Sunday Forum was surprised by 
illustrations of the costs an incarcerated person 
incurs during her or his time in jail or prison. 
 
Here are some examples I found after the Forum. 
 
A recent report from the Brennan Center for 
Justice at the New York University School of Law 
found that these types of fees, where inmates can 
be charged for room and board, have been 
authorized in at least 43 states. In 2014, for 
example, an appellate court in Illinois ruled that a 
Chicago inmate named Johnnie Melton would 
have to pay nearly $20,000 to the Illinois 
Department of Corrections for the cost of his 
incarceration. 
 
Fees have also been charged for booking, 
probation, DNA testing, use of a public defender, 
police transport, phone calls and video visitation, 
court costs and sentencing.  
 
In Arizona, an inmate's friends and family can be 
charged $25 just to visit them. In 35 states, 
facilities can charge inmates for medical services. 
Some of these charges can be taken directly out of 
a prisoner's commissary account while the person 
is still incarcerated. In some cases, the 
commissary account itself is subject to fees.  
While charging such fees is nothing new, the 
amount that inmates and other defendants can be 
charged and the total number of fees they can 
incur have grown significantly, said Lauren-

Since 1994, TIHAN has been engaging a diversity of faith 
communities, individuals, businesses, and groups to join 
together to respond to the HIV/AIDS epidemic.  TIHAN 
and it’s many progressive faith community partners are 
dedicated to delivering nonmedical support in an open, 
compassionate, and nonjudgmental environment to those 
in Tucson and surrounding areas who are living with and 

affected by HIV.  TIHAN’s education and awareness programs are designed to reduce HIV stigma and 
its impact.  
 
The Good Shepherd has been a supporter of this organization for several years and has 
taken part in October’s Poz Cafe, a monthly lunch and social for HIV individuals and 
their supporters. Look for more information to follow about this organization and 
opportunities for your involvement.  Questions......contact Rex Crouse (520-609-3639) 
or Dale Jones (360-694-7353).  

Brooke Eisen, senior counsel at the Brennan 
Center. According to the Brennan Center report, 
an estimated 10 million people now owe more 
than $50 billion as a result of these charges.  
 
 
A Florida law allows the state to charge inmates 
$50 a day to cover the costs of their 
incarceration. 
 
A new report about the costs of mass 
incarceration by a coalition of social and racial 
justice groups shows that families spend an 
average of $13,607 on conviction-related costs, 
including restitution and attorney's fees. Yet, 
nearly half of the families surveyed in the report 
said they could not afford the charges. 
Ed Hunt 

mailto:srooney8@cox.net
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    Best Wishes  

   for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

Joan Ernst    04/01 
Judy Van Es    04/03 
Rowland Van Es   04/03 
Ellen Cox    04/03 
Mike Day    04/04 
Hank Busey    04/06 
Lawrence Berg   04/07 
Bill York    04/08 
Marian Kellermeyer   04/08 
Jim Brown    04/10 
Sandra Rooney   04/12 
Janet Carter    04/13 
David Perry    04/14 
Cliff Grindy    04/15 
Judy Holcomb   04/16 
Tom Wilsted    04/16 
Scott Griessel   04/17 
Jack Kressley    04/25 
Mary Martin    04/25 
Irene York    04/28 
Virginia Timmons   04/29 
Connie Woodbrey   04/29 
Susan Hill    04/29 
Richard Smith   04/29 

  Congratulations  

  on Your  

        Wedding Anniversary 
 

Jack & Evie  Collins   04/05 

Rick & Darcy  Adshead  04/05 

Richard & Pam  Smith  04/14 

Mark & Susie  Sanders  04/17 

Dave & Jo  Youngren  04/17 

Dale & June  Hoot   04/22 

John & Yong  Rueb   04/25 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to update 
your record. 

Estate Sales Support 
 

Good Shepherd Estate Sales count on the help of 
the congregation in publicizing our Estate Sales 
service to relatives, neighbors and friends.  With 
25+ years  conducting sales in the Green Valley 
area, experienced volunteers, 75% of sale 
proceeds to the client, and an extensive following 
of well over 700, our service can't be beat!  
Women's Fellowship distributes our 
commissions to support the church, Food Bank, 
and other local charities. Please take a flyer from 
the table in the narthex and have it handy when 
any one needs a sale.  Call Barbara Hodges at 
520-260-6101 to discuss or schedule a sale. 

Capital Campaign 

During January, The Good Shepherd 
received donations of $2,980 for our 

capital campaign—Room for the Future.  

During February, The Good Shepherd 
received donations of $220 for our capital 
campaign—Room for the Future.  There 
were no expenses for either January or 
February.  Thanks to all for your faithful 
support.  

We now have a balance of about $71,153 in 
reserve.  We continue to move forward with 
beautification of our sanctuary.  Look for 
new window coverings in the coming 
months.  

Our Capital Campaign has been very 
successful and is now winding down.  
Thank you all for your generous support of 
our expansion and improvements. Our 
team will be meeting soon.  We hope to 

have results for all of you this summer. 
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Probigua Scholarship Report  -  Thank Yous to So Many 
 
Sincere appreciation to all those who made contributions to the 2018 Good Shepherd/Probigua 
Scholarship Program.  The total of $7,200 dollars given would provide full year scholarships of $400 to 
17 young high school youth.  Reina Interiano, the scholarship coordinator for Probigua, and who was 
with us as a teacher in the 2018 Spanish classes, will probably distribute those scholarships among 
some 20 plus students so it will be a mix of full and partial scholarships given to youth who qualify 
academically and reside in families lacking financial resources  
 
The scholarship program celebrated 15 years of activity in 2018, has now provided 150 scholarships of 
$66,994 dollars.  Your yearly support, which comes from the church’s Mission Fair, participants in the 
church Spanish Classes, and individual donations, is critical to the ongoing effort. 
 
Please refer to the thank you letters that follow that are translated from 2017 recipients’ letters. 
 
Pres Johnson 

 
Canton Chucalibal Segundo 
Chichicastenango, El Quiche 
 
Dear Members and Friends of The Good Shepherd, 
I address you with affection and extend a cordial greeting, hoping that your daily 
activities are successful and blessed.   
 
I thank you for your financial support which has allowed me to pursue and 
complete my first year of studies for Bachillerato en Ciencias y Letras, with a 
specialty in Computation.  I would like to invite you to continue to support me in 

the coming year, 2018. 
 
Sincerely, 
Joel Elias Velasquez Zapeta 
 
 

 
Santa Maria Cauque 
Santiago, Socatepequez 
 
Dear Members and Friends of The Good Shepherd, 
 
A warm greeting with God’s blessings to each of you and your families.  I wish to 
thank you for your support which has allowed me to be a better person and able to 
continually improve one day at a time.  I am happy for taking one more step 
forward in realizing my dreams. 

 
I would be very happy if you could continue to support me financially in my final year before 
graduation as Maestra de Education Infantil Bilingue Intercultural.   
 
Blessings to you and your family, 
Gloria Elisabet Alvarez Chiroy 
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Bending The Arc Towards Gender Justice 
By Bethany Waggoner on March 21, 2018  

 
When I showed up in Lebanon in October 2016, the stark reality I observed was that very few women 
hold positions of power or authority in large institutions here — especially political institutions and re-
ligious institutions. A year and half later and this is still the case — if you were expecting me to declare 
a massive revolution took place that shook up the ranks and made way for wave of women at the pro-
verbial “table” then I must disappoint. 
 
Yet, two big shifts came to fruition this year which signal that a new reality is taking shape when it 
comes to women serving in leadership roles in Middle Eastern churches.   
 
In February and March 2017, I joyfully attended the ordinations of 
Rola Sleiman and Najla Kassab. These are two women who faithfully 
served their Church community for years with the recognition of 
“Preaching Pastor” despite being fully qualified to be ordained. From 
what I understand, it took around 20 years for the idea of women be-
ing ordained to go from a “maybe” to a reality. Today, Rev. Rola has 
been leading a church congregation in Tripoli — a conservative, pre-
dominantly Muslim city in North Lebanon — for eight years and Rev. 
Najla received her masters of divinity from Princeton Theological 
Seminary, serves as the Director of Christian Education for the Na-
tional Evangelical Synod of Syria and Lebanon and is now the Presi-
dent of the World Communion of Reformed Churches. Both their pa-
tience and their perseverance are commendable. 
 
The second exciting development happened just weeks ago in Beirut, when the MECC Executive Com-
mittee unanimously appointed Dr. Souraya Bechealany as Acting Secretary General — the first woman 
to hold this post. Dr. Bechealany is an expert in theology, interfaith and ecumenical work, and her con-
tributions to the Council will, I believe, be great. After only two weeks as Acting Secretary General, it is 
clear she is a leader with the necessary vision, commitment and the skills to ensure the Council is a pro-
phetic voice for peace and justice in the Middle East. 
 
These special moments — when the slow process of change is visible to us — are motivation for each of 
us to be steadfast in our quests for justice, for peace and for equity among all people in the world. 
 
Bridges to Bethlehem 
Between December 15, 2017 and January 14, 2018, MECC shot, produced and released 12 mini-
documentaries which showcased the liturgical preparations and celebrations around the coming of the 
Christ Child. The Bridges to  Bethlehem Series was filmed in six countries (Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Pales-
tine, UAE, and Egypt and covered 12 MECC member churches. It was a challenging project, and also a 
thrill to see a dream realized. If you have some time, 
 
please check it out! The project is meant to share with Christians around the world the richness of the 
Eastern traditions which proclaim an event we all celebrate with joy. I hope you enjoy the videos and 
get a sense of the diverse and sacred heritage of Christianity which exists in the Middle East. Watch the 
videos at:  http://mecc.org/bridges-to-bethlehem/ 
 
Bethany Waggoner serves as a Long-term Volunteer with the Middle East Council of Churches in Beirut. Her appointment is made pos-

sible by your gifts to Disciples Mission Fund, Our Church’s Wider Mission, and your special gifts. 

https://www.globalministries.org/bethany_waggoner
https://donate.globalministries.org/pages/donation-page-for-missionary-support

