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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

Inheritances, Values and Legacies
Earlier this year, many of us participated in a series of Adult Forums led by David Dethmers on
the book “Being Mortal” by Atul Gawande. (If you
haven’t yet read this important book, make it a
priority to do so soon!) One of the central themes
of “Being Mortal” is the importance of taking control of the end of life process. This, of course, begins by acknowledging our own mortality before
we are on our deathbeds!
Along with decisions on your desires concerning
using all the available artificial means for extending life –and at what point quality of life factors
lead us to prefer to allow for a natural death –
there are many other important practical matters
to address with ourselves and our loved ones.
Where would we prefer to spend our last days?
What will become of our earthly bodies? Burial?
Cremation? Given to medical science? (I’ll assume that none of us expect to be mummified
and placed in a pyramid!) What about all our
earthly possessions? Do we have an up-to-date
will?
Most people who are fortunate enough to have
children and grandchildren have a wish to pass
along their lifetime accumulation of assets and
possessions to these loved ones. In a sense they
hope that they will continue to be alive in the
lives of their heirs not only in memories, but in
the gratitude that will be felt by family members
who inherit money and property. This desire is
both understandable and commendable.

But, whether or not we come from families that
have achieved financial success of the degree that
results in any significant estate/inheritance, all of
us receive legacies from our parents and grandparents. Besides our height, the color of our eyes,
our hair (or lack of it!) and the shape of our
noses, our predecessors bequeath to us their values:







their faith,
their sense of humor,
their work ethic,
their care for others,
their investment in strong communities,
their generosity of spirit and action.

In making the decision to include charitable bequests in our will, we continue to model in death
what we did in life – a commitment to the kind of
vibrant, healthy organizations and institutions
that help create the quality of life that we enjoyed, and that we would wish for our children
and grandchildren.
Why not think about making The Good Shepherd
one of your “children” when making or updating
your estate plans? If you have taught your children and grandchildren to be givers during your
lifetime, continue to teach them after you are
gone, and pray that you have given them a legacy
of values that they in turn will pass on to the succeeding generations!
Nancy Ackley, Stewardship Team
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At Sahuarita Food Bank we want to provide our
clients with the best experience possible. Most
importantly, we want to have plenty of healthful
food and show every visitor respect.
To check up on ourselves, we try to survey each
household at least once a year. For the last two
years we’ve been asking whether household nutrition has improved as a result of the food families receive, and whether family life has improved. These questions are required by a grant
we have received from Pima County. As you
might expect, the responses are overwhelmingly
positive.
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A more telling question is how long the food lasts.
Answers vary from three days to more than five,
with the majority saying four or five days. What
that means is that the food bank, with two visits,
helps cut the cost of a family’s food by between a
quarter and a third each month. That’s a significant amount for families that are struggling with
money.
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We also ask whether clients feel respected at the
food bank. In the last two years, out of perhaps
15,000 visits, there have been only one or two
times when clients told us they hadn’t gotten the
respect they wanted. The overwhelming majority…virtually all, we could say…feel welcomed
and respected at the food bank. Some have even
said they come to us instead of going elsewhere
because of that respect. Our volunteers are extraordinary.
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Finally, we always ask whether clients have suggestions for improving our work. The answers
here are the most useful ones because they help
us improve. Most comments are positive: “Keep it
up!” “Todo está bien!” “You are all so wonderful!”
“Dios Los Bendiga!” Yet we also hear about the
strain that comes from the growing number of
clients: long waits, jostling for a place in line,
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strength and hope.

short service hours, and occasional low supplies
of food.

Beginning Wednesday Sept. 12 we will be offering a 10
week study of the Bible and its place in a progressive
church and a troubled society. The class will meet weekly
at 10-11:30 and will conclude right before the mid-term
elections and Thanksgiving.

We’ve taken a lot of steps to ensure that clients
are served in the order they arrive, that registration and shopping go as quickly as possible, and
that we have enough food for all food bank clients, no matter when they arrive. And we’re
opening a bit earlier to make the waits shorter.

In addition to the Bible, we will also be using the book On
Tyranny by Timothy Snyder. Please buy this small but
powerful book and read the introduction and chapters 1 & 2
for the first class.

The fact is, we’re just about at our limit. We’re
pleased that our clients love us, but we realize
that until we get a new building, it will be a challenge to keep up. With your help, it’s a challenge
the Sahuarita Food Bank is willing to meet.

We are asking for registration for this class. To register,
please send your name and email
to susanhill429@gmail.com. I will then send you some additional reading material for this study.
Everyone is welcome to attend whenever possible, but
please check the reading material for that class so you will
be able to participate.

Curt Keim

Susan Hill (susanhill429@gmail.com) and Ed Hunt
(edhunt11@hotmail.com)

Summer Fellowship Hour
From May through September, Good Shepherd would like to offer cold lemonade and
water to the congregation after church.
There will be a signup calendar
in the Narthex on the bulletin
board.

The annual shift to one service each
Sunday (at 10am) is
May 6, 2018.

Please sign up for one or two
weeks. There will be instructions in the kitchen as to the
procedure. We would love you/yours to
help us. Thank you in advance for helping
in this endeavor!

Resistance Bible Study
The Bible bears good news for us and for our time. It is not
“fake news”. But what kind of liberating truth does it reveal?
The forbearers of the United States used the inspiration of
scripture to develop our American democracy. In fact it
was scripture that helped build a model of resistance and
ultimately pushed us to find a better way of organizing
communal life together. We will use that same model to
interpret our present situation without fixed preconceptions, we’ll read the Bible without a doctrinal “churchy”
filter. We’ll read the signs of our present times in historical
context, and read the Bible in the same way. We’ll be searching for biblical echoes in the U.S. Constitution. Has
Christianity today become too embedded in the Empire
that Jesus worked so hard to expose and ultimately murdered him ? We will resist that system with a search for truth
about the Bible itself, revealing how its stories can give us

Books Books Books
Books Book Books: On May 2nd we will meet at
La Perla at La Posada to discuss The Line Becomes a River, by Francisco Cantü.
We meet in a room that is at the top of the stairs
in the lobby. All are welcome to join us.
Questions call Marge Kinkead 648 8192.
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Treasures for TIHAN

Join the TIHAN team, volunteers and friends for the Treasures for TIHAN party and fundraiser.
Saturday June 2 at Tucson Marriott University Park Hotel, 880 East 2nd Street
5 - 9 p.m.
Oral and silent auction
This is the year’s biggest party and fundraising event to support the programs and services of TIHAN.
Event tickets are $65 in advance or $75 at the door. Raffle tickets will be $5 each, 5 for $20, or 15
tickets for $50. Buy chances to win $1000 cash or other great prizes!
For additional information, tickets or volunteer opportunities for the event contact Rex Crouse or Dale
Jones at 520-609-3639.
Crossroads Nogales Mission Volunteering

Bookworms News

Starting in January 2018 a group of volunteers
from The Good Shepherd started volunteering
with the Community Lunch Program at Crossroads Nogales Mission. On the 2nd Tuesday of
each month, 3 or 4 of us go to Nogales to prepare
lunch for 60 to 75 people in need. The lunches are
provided six days a week from Monday through
Saturday. It is a great way to give back and to
work with others from The Good Shepherd Community.

Bookworms, the evening women's
book discussion group, will gather
May 21 to discuss Midnight in
Broad Daylight, by Pamela Rotner Sakamoto. We regularly meet
the third Monday of each month at
7 pm, in the Lantana Room on the third floor of
La Vista, at La Posada. We anticipate meeting
through the summer but books for the summer
have not been selected yet. If you are interested
in being part of the group through the summer,
please send book recommendations to Sandra
Rooney, srooney8@cox.net.

In addition to the lunch program, Crossroads
provides the following services.





Holiday Meals for hundreds of people
Domestic Violence Program for Women
Substance Recovery Program
Clothing Program for families

Thanks for Estate Sales Support!
Many thanks to all the Estate Sale Volunteers
who have worked so hard this past season. What
a wonderful group! And thanks also to Good
Shepherd folks who have entrusted their sales to
us and have lifted up our service to friends and
neighbors.

If you would like to more information, or would
like to get involved, just contact us!
Rick & Pam Irvin

Good Shepherd Estate Sales count on the help of
the congregation in conducting and also
publicizing our Estate Sales service to relatives,
neighbors and friends. With 25+ years
conducting sales in the Green Valley area,

Looking for a good used car for one of our
church families: either a donation or a very good
price. Please contact Randy, if you can help. 520625-1375
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experienced volunteers, 75% of sale proceeds to
the client, and an extensive following of well over
700, our service can't be beat! Women's
Fellowship distributes our commissions to
support the church, Food Bank, and other local
charities.

If the garden continues as is, we will need a different path to enter it and to maximize productivity in the garden will require some changes to
raised beds of block or large watering troughs
and we would need to add good quality, larger
compost bins. To increase productivity will also
require more volunteers from the church and /or
Food Bank.

Please take a flyer from the table in the narthex
and have it handy when any one needs a sale.

We would like to hear your ideas of how we can
continue this project, working with the Food
Bank to serve the community and produce good
food and educate everyone about growing and
cooking nutritious meals. You can email us with
ideas that I will pass along. Perhaps we can have
an informational meeting sometime next year.
Happy Summer to everyone!
Lois and Mike Rose
lois.rose55@yahoo.com

Call Barbara Hodges at 520-260-6101 to discuss
or schedule a sale. Although we aren't doing
summer sales, we are booking sales for
September onwards.

Garden and Planet
Onions, garlic, tomatoes and salad greens are
snuggled into their earth beds for the summer
and hopefully a few pollinator flower seeds will
emerge soon.

Poet's Corner
Trappings

Mulch was added to the kumquat planters to
keep them cooler and all the fruit trees had their
February feeding. Compost bins are now closed
unless the Food Bank chooses to open them.
If you have a chance to go by, please check out
the Desert Meadows community gardens off
Abrego, close to Continental. It is beautiful and
productive and is about the best community garden we have seen. Lots of volunteer hours and
many years of gardening experience plus quite a
bit of grant money makes a really fantastic result!

What we are wearing,
our shoes, the contours of the glasses,
the lines of what we fasten around the body,
these things that look familiar
will be what date us in the photographs.
The hair we keep or trim away, what we
slip over our heads or slide our legs into,
what we move in when we walk forward,
these things will hold us back,
keep us like insects in amber,
immobile, caught in our time.

What is clear from the proposed Food Bank
building footprint is that two trees near the garden will need to be moved, not right away of
course. The velvet mesquite donated by Christy
and Jim Furber and the small orange tree will require a move in their period of deepest dormancy,
in January or February by professionals ideally.
The great thing is that we have 2 years to work
how the garden will transition with that building
project.

Marjorie Saiser
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9th Good shepherd Probigua Immersion

Best Wishes

Program a Success

for a
Happy Birthday!
Bette Mulley
Bill Spearman
John Churchill
Carolyn Wilson
Gail Chaffee
Marge Kinkead
Clyde Clement
S. Lee Sheppard
Joan Scovil
Darthea Tilley
Irene Little
Jim Diers
Richard Hill
Carol Christ
Kathy Babcock
David Dethmers
Connie Aglione
Ray Frieders
Noel Andersen
Jacob Mayer
Ruth Lyngholm

The eleven in this year’s group enjoyed the 2
weeks immersion experience in Guatemala from
March 10th -24th. Since the first group in 2002,
there have been 147 participants, averaging 17 per
trip. Those attending in 2018: Donn
Bruskiewicz, Annat Tethmers, Kent Erickson,
Linda Fowler, Pres Johnson, Sandy Kiesoski,
Randy Mayer, Dawn Moffett, Lynn Nowakowski,
Lois Rose, and Diane Royce.

05/10
05/25
05/22
05/08
05/12
05/28
05/15
05/16
05/06
05/28
05/04
05/12
05/26
05/01
05/31
05/09
05/21
05/02
05/29
05/27
05/04

Participants stayed in Guatemalan homes in Antigua for the 2 weeks while taking individual
Spanish classes for 4 hours each morning from
Monday-Friday. They enjoyed special programs
both in and around Antigua, as well as a weekend trip to Lake Atitlan with its 3 volcanoes and
boat trips to Mayan towns around the lake, with a
Sunday trip to the famous Mayan market in
Chichicastenango.
The group participated in the awarding of scholarships to the 23 young recipients for 2018, as
well as a fun hosting of their Spanish teachers at
a luncheon and program that is traditional with
each visit.
Those who would like to experience this truly different immersion program of the church, which
provides an experience far beyond the usual tourist visit should black out a 2-3 week period for the
10th trip in 2020, some 2-1/2 weeks prior to Palm
Sunday of that year. You’ll be glad you did!

Congratulations
on Your

Probigua Scholarship Fund Raising

Wedding Anniversary
Ray & Nancy Hebert

The 15 year totals for the annual Good Shepherd/
Probigua Scholarship Program, started in 2004,
are now $68,244. These amounts have now supported some 150 scholarships over the past 15
years. Many thanks to so many who have been
faithful supporters over the years.
Pres Johnson

05/20

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.
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Letters from Probigua Scholarship Recipients
Chimaltenango, November 24, 2017
Dear Members of The Good Shepherd Church,
I hope God blesses you and that you are successful in your daily activities. I write you today in order to
thank you profoundly for your help of the past two years. I am very happy that in this year I have realized my goal of accomplishing my studies for my degree in Business Administration. With the help of
God, my parents, and your financial support, my dream has come true. I can’t express in words my appreciation.
God’s blessings to you,
Emerson Misal Liec Gonzalez
Canton Sacbichol Chichicastenango, December 9, 2017
Dear Members of The Good Shepherd,
I send cordial greetings to you from my family. I hope you are all well, as well as your family. I am very
thankful to you all for the financial support given me over the past 3 years in having received my degree
in Elementary Bi-Lingual Education. My parents and I are very excited and happy.
That God bless each of you in your lives,
Zoila Isabel Ajanel Caiel

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, February 13, 2018, 7:00 pm
Present: Tom Wilsted, Judy Bischoff, Sam Dyer, Terry Linthicum, Leslie DeGrassi, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer,
Dennis St. John, Nathan Watts
Visiting: Penny Pestle, Curt Keim, Rex Crouse
The meeting was called to order at 7:09 pm by Moderator Tom Wilsted.
Minutes of the last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi
 MOTION: (Nancy/Judy) The minutes of the January 16, 2018, meeting were approved as distributed.
Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer
 The 2018 proposed budget was reviewed. The dream budget (recommended by the Finance Team) was the
option containing a 3% raise for staff (rather than a 2% raise). The Administrative Team recommended that
we accept the dream budget to be presented to the congregation at the annual meeting.
 Expenses exceeded income in January, due to the fact that many annual payments are made early in the year.
 The January financial reports did not contain budget levels for the month, as the budget had not been adopted
yet, but the income and expenses were consistent with previous Januarys.
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Sahuarita Food Bank: Penny Pestle and Curt Keim
 A motion about the lease agreement must be drafted for the Congregational Meeting. It needs to be published
starting on February 18.
 The promotional video will be shown to the congregation on Sunday, March 4 at 8:50 a.m. and at 11:05 a.m.
before each of the services starts. It will also be shown at the information sessions on February 18 at 10:15,
and on February 28 at noon.
 It was agreed that the draft TGSUCC-SFB Agreement be revisited for revisions after the SFB gets its 501(c)
(3) status. In the meantime, some edits to the agreement were shared with the SFB representatives, and implemented.
 A legal description of the property needs to be determined before the letter of intent is finalized and signed.
 Appointment of a representative to the SFB Board from the Administrative Team was discussed and tabled
until the March meeting.
 Tom suggested that Penny, Curt, Randy, and Judy meet with the church attorney.
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
 Trash receptacles will be installed soon in the patio area.
 Double-roll toilet tissue roll holders are successful in the narthex rest rooms.
 MOTION (Tom/ Nancy): To install upgraded toilet tissue roll holders in the other rest rooms. The motion
passed.
 Randy mentioned that both sets of glass doors in the narthex need work. Terry will investigate, and report on
what is needed, plus a quote on replacement doors.
Program: Dennis St. John
 Dennis reported that he has met with the Mission Team. They plan to keep the current team working with the
new team shadowing.
 Dennis is retiring from head of that team and will no longer be on the Administrative Team
Other: All
 An active shooter civilian response (ALICE) training will be taken by Sam Dyer, Ann Striker, and Judy
Bischoff.
The March Administrative Team and Finance Team meetings will take place on March 27 instead of March 20
since Randy will be in Guatemala on the third Tuesday,
Pastors’ Reports: Randy Mayer and Nathan Watts
 Nathan reported that boundary training that he attended in Phoenix was useful for his discernment process.
 There is a need for church policy about transporting youth to off campus destinations.
 Randy reported that this is a very busy spring so far. Many of our congregation are hospitalized, in need, and
in transition.
Tom thanked the team for a good year, and Rex was welcomed as Moderator-Elect.
The meeting adjourned at 8:05 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary
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