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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

A FOOD BANK ON BOARDWALK?

Well, probably not. But over the last few months,
the Monopoly game at both local Safeway stores
has yielded lots of food and other items for our
Sahuarita Food Bank clients!
The Good Shepherd congregation always rises to
the occasion and this season’s Monopoly was no
exception. Many congregation members donated
their cards and then Nancy Bowen and Judy Bischoff spent hours and hours painstakingly tearing
them apart to find coupons for food and other
useful items. They won a Shutterfly photo book
cover and a chance at the $100,000 sweepstakes,
but that wasn’t their goal. Instead, they earned
and picked up the following items for our clients
(and this is a partial list):
8 cans of corn, 17 bottles (100 cnt) of aspirin, 71 gravy mix packets, 5 bags of potato
chips, 1 hot dog buns (8 cnt), 7 hamburger
buns (8 cnt), 2 frozen waffles, 67 tomato
sauce, 1 baked beans, 1 cold brew coffee, 2
baby spinach salad, 5 water crackers, 1 8oz
yogurt, 6 1lb pasta, 2 shredded cheese, 6

8oz sour cream, 1 frozen vegetables, 1 bottled tea, 1 18oz oats, 8 bottles of water, 1
bag garden salad, 2 macaroni salad, 2 potato salad, 1 disinfecting wipes, 1 jerky, 3
Ferrero Rocher chocolates, 1 air freshener, 2 batteries (4cnt), 1 Keebler cookies, 1
Vea World crisps, 2 bagged candy, 1 Canada Dry 12-pack, 3 5oz yogurt, 3 Ibuprofen
(10cnt), 1 mug cake mix, 1 ready rice, 4
aluminum foil, 5 facial tissues, and 6 animal crackers.
In addition, 26 donuts went to Walt
Burzycki and the Saturday volunteers, 3
$5 tickets went to food for SFB, and 11 Box
Tops for Education (worth $5.50) went to
Sahuarita Middle School.
As the Sahuarita Food Bank grows, we celebrate
everyone who has donated time, money, ideas,
support and enthusiasm. Without all these contributions, the food bank would have never gotten
off the ground. Thanks to everyone for your
heartfelt contributions over the last nine years!
Penny Pestle

The Good News monthly
newsletter for July and August
will be a COMBINED issue.
The deadline is Wednesday,
June 20. Please send your announcements and
articles to Mary Chapman,
email: mchapman15@cox.net

The Good Shepherd
United Church of Christ

Care Team
The Care Team will not meet
in June or July. Please know
that we will begin our sending
of original cards by Kay Novak and visiting in August. Many of us are in other homes or trailers during the summer! Please
take care, wherever you are this summer.

Senior Minister: Rev. Randy J. Mayer
Assistant Minister: Nathan Watts
CWS Immigration Organizer: Rev. Noel Andersen
Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money:
Nancy Ackley
Member of Discernment: Rebecca McElfresh
Music Director & Coordinators: Jeff Vanderlee
Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen
Pianist: Kay Jean Moore
Custodian: Severo Rivas
Administrator: Amy Dillemuth
Newsletter Editor: Mary Chapman

Summer Fellowship Hour

Newsletter Helpers:
Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Henriquez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead,
Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier,
Carrie Scheufler and Kathy Zweig

From May through September, Good Shepherd would
like to offer cold lemonade
and water to the congregation
after church. There will be a
signup calendar in the Narthex on the bulletin board.

Executive Committee
Moderator: Judy Bischoff
Moderator elect: Rex Crouse
Treasurer: Sam Dyer
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi

Please sign up for one or two weeks. There
will be instructions in the kitchen as to the
procedure. We would love you/yours to
help us. Thank you in advance for helping
in this endeavor!

Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius
Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team: Mary Wilsted
Intentional Caring Team: Barb Eyre
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Dennis St. John
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

Ecclesiastical Council For Nathan Watts
---Sunday, July 3rd at 3:00pm

Church Security

Our Assistant Minister Nathan Watts is
quickly moving forward in the Ordination
Process in the United Church of Christ. The
next step of the process will be an Ecclesiastical Council held here at the Good Shepherd
on Sunday, June 3rd at 3:00pm. All of the
UCC churches in Southern Arizona will be
sending representatives as well as members
of the Good Shepherd will gather to ask questions and affirm Nathan for Ministry. All are
welcome---hope you can be there to support
him.

Given the tenor of the times, the Admin Team is
wanting to make sure The Good Shepherd
Church continues to be a safe and secure place
for people and programs. The Team has had
several conversations around the issue and are
looking for 3-4 people who are interested in discussing security issues at The Good Shepherd.
If you are interested please contact Judy Bischoff.
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TIHAN News
COMING SOON——part of participation as a faith group supporting TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith HIV/
AIDS Network) is working with other faith groups to sponsor one of the monthly POZ Cafes. Our
church will be working with two other faith groups for the October POZ Cafe on October 18. More
information about this event and how you can help with our church’s involvement will be in next
month’s newsletter.
Last minute reminder: Treasures for TIHAN, the annual benefit fundraiser and auction Saturday
June 2 at 6-9 p.m.
Tucson Marriott University Park
880 E 2nd Street
Tucson
More information: tihan.ejoinme.org/Treasures2018 or call Rex Crouse 520-609-3639/Dale Jones
360-694-7353
A message from the Finance Team

Resistance Bible Study

An Easy Way to Give to

The Bible bears good news for us and for our
time. It is not “fake news”. But what kind of liberating truth does it reveal?

The Good Shepherd
An easy way to contribute to the mission of The
Good Shepherd is to make a QCD (Qualified
Charitable Deduction). If you are over age 70 1/2,
you have to take a RMD (Required Minimum Distribution) from your tax deferred retirement account annually in accordance with IRS regulations. You can use a QCD and have the amount go
directly from your tax deferred retirement account to the church and not have to pay income
taxes on that portion of your RMD. And you don’t
have to be able to itemize your deductions in order to get this tax break. It’s an easy way to give.

The forbearers of the United States used the inspiration of scripture to develop our American
democracy. In fact it was scripture that helped
build a model of resistance and ultimately pushed
us to find a better way of organizing communal
life together. We will use that same model to interpret our present situation without fixed preconceptions, we’ll read the Bible without a doctrinal “churchy” filter. We’ll read the signs of our
present times in historical context, and read the
Bible in the same way. We’ll be searching for biblical echoes in the U.S. Constitution. Has Christianity today become too embedded in the Empire that Jesus worked so hard to expose and ultimately murdered him ? We will resist that system with a search for truth about the Bible itself,
revealing how its stories can give us strength and
hope.

As to the timing of a QCD, you can do that at any
time during the tax year since the amount of your
RMD is based on the valuation at the end of the
prior year. So that means you don’t have to wait
until later in the year to do this.
If you have any questions regarding this, please
contact Dave Perry (520-648-7996), member of
the church Finance Team. He is happy to help.

Beginning Wednesday Sept. 12 we will be offering
a 10 week study of the Bible and its place in a pro3

gressive church and a troubled society. The class
will meet weekly at 10-11:30 and will conclude
right before the mid-term elections and Thanksgiving.

Best Wishes
for a
Happy Birthday!

In addition to the Bible, we will also be using the
book On Tyranny by Timothy Snyder. Please buy
this small but powerful book and read the introduction and chapters 1 & 2 for the first class.

Pres Johnson
June Hoot
Judith Deutsch
Brian Brock
Curt Keim
Don Segraves
Norma Mayer
Karen Holdeman
Mary Ferland
Evie Collins
Veronica Johnson
Nyisha Harrison
Bob Littlejohn
Ruth Barrett
Dale Jones

We are asking for registration for this class. To
register, please send your name and email
to susanhill429@gmail.com. I will then send you
some additional reading material for this study.
Everyone is welcome to attend whenever possible, but please check the reading material for that
class so you will be able to participate.
Susan Hill (susanhill429@gmail.com) and Ed
Hunt (edhunt11@hotmail.com)

Bookworms News

06/04
06/04
06/08
06/10
06/11
06/11
06/15
06/15
06/16
06/21
06/22
06/23
06/28
06/28
06/29

Congratulations
on Your

Bookworms, the evening women's
book discussion group, will read
"Ordinary Grace," by William Kent
Krueger, for June 18.

Wedding Anniversary
Bill & Ann Cochran
Hank & Judith Deutsch
Del & Margie Brewer
Don & Marge Saiser
Steve & Jackie Smith
Bill & Sylvia Spearman
Rowland & Judy Van Es
Curt & Karen Keim
Ron & Myrna Simon
Jim & Ruth Barrett
Richard & Susan Hill
James & Diane Scovil
Mary Ferland & Tom Buinicky
Stan & Karen Holdeman
Barb & Earl Eyre
Jim & Connie Woodbrey

Other future selections: July 16, "A Line Becomes a River," by Francisco Cantu; and August
20, "Little Fires Everywhere," by Celeste Ng.
We meet the third Monday of each month at 7
p.m., in the Lantana Room on the third floor of
La Vista, at La Posada. For more information,
contact Sandra Rooney, srooney8@cox.net, 6484264.

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.
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06/07
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06/14
06/18
06/19
06/19
06/20
06/22
06/24
06/25
06/29
06/30

United Church of Christ News...
UCC pastor: Central American caravan teaching a congregation to “Fear Not”
May 08, 2018
Written by Randy Mayer
Living close to the U.S./Mexico border makes a person sensitive to the negative rhetoric that is heaved
our direction on a daily basis. If we listened to even a quarter of it we might lock ourselves in the house
and surround it with concertina razor wire. Thank goodness we have experience with exaggerated rhetoric and have come to know the real truth of the borderlands communities; that they are the safest in the
United States with violent crime rates lower than the national average, and the actual immigration numbers are the lowest in nearly 50 years. Not exactly the profile of a porous, dangerous, out of control border.
The current hurls of fear that have been tossed at the Central American caravan are no exception. The
administration would have us believe that the families fleeing their homes and making their way to the
U.S. border with Mexico to ask for asylum are all criminals, gang members and freeloaders looking to
game the system.
At the Good Shepherd United Church of Christ we have experienced the opposite. Three weeks ago we
welcomed and presented to U.S. Customs and Border Patrol one of the first families from the caravan;
Maria, a pregnant mother, and her two sons Javier and Miguel. What we have witnessed is a loving
mother with two very normal, well behaved sons.
The ugly rhetoric has clouded the real reasons families are fleeing their home countries. Maria and her
sons had no choice as they escaped Honduras in the cover of night. Terrorized and tortured by gangs,
family members murdered before their eyes, pressure and demands that Javier, the oldest son, be handed over to the gangs as a quota payment. They chose life over certain death and prayed that people of
faith and goodwill would not be afraid to help them along the way.
Fear of the other is a time worn tradition. Jesus looked it in the eye and didn’t flinch, as he said, “Fear
Not,” and the walls of division came tumbling down between stranger, and those on the margins of society. A whole new way for a community to work and walk together came about. All these years later we are
still learning that walk. It is not easy to have courage and fear not. To open our doors to the stranger and
share our love. Maria and her sons are teaching us, one step at a time. The road is long and hard, but we
are learning Jesus’ way and the blessings abound.
For the past 20 years the Rev. Randy Mayer and The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in Sahuarita, Ariz., have been active in the borderlands providing humanitarian aid and advocating for better solutions to our border and immigration crisis. Names in the article have been changed to protect
the identity and keep the family safe.fferMore318
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Expressions of Gratitude to The Good Shepherd Church Family

Over the past 23 years (1996-2018) The Good shepherd has sponsored a variety of Spanish program opportunities to church members and friends and others in the surrounding region. These program opportunities were both shared to participants locally, as well as programs shares with our Mexican neighbors and our American neighbors in Guatemala.
National borders unfortunately can create feelings of “we” and “they” and tend to creat barriers that negate interaction and understanding, resulting in misinformation, fear and uncertainty.
There are 19 countries that all belong to the Americas, in addition to our neighbor Mexico. The official
language spoken in all but 4 of these countries is Spanish. Given that predominance, and especially so
with Arizona being on the border with Mexico, it is imperative that ongoing efforts are needed to better
enhance understanding, dialogue, and interaction.

The following are programs sponsored by The Good Shepherd over the last 23 years, that have all had
the goal of better understanding Mexico and our other good American neighbors to the south.
Church Spanish Classes, since 1996
 Average yearly registration of 44
 Since 2014, this program has been led by Judy Bischoff and Nancy Bowen
Cultural Trips to Mexico, since 1998
 3-4 day trips to Puerto Peñasco and San Carlos, MX following Spanish Classes each year
 Over 500 participants
 Since 2014, program led by Dick and Florence Mayer.
Guatemala Immersion Program, since 1992
 Program every other year.
 9 two-week programs to date.
 Average of 17 participants each trip, 153 total
 Pastor Randy to coordinate beyond 2018.
Good Shepherd/Probigua Scholarships, since 2014
 Over 125 youth recipients from the Guatemala Highlands.
 $68,244 raised for scholarships in the past 15 years.
 Anna Dethmers and Lyn Nowakowski assume leadership in 2018 with the aid of David Dethmers.
Yearly Visiting Spanish Teacher from Probigua
 6 visiting teachers since 2011
 Teaching one of the Conversation classes each year.
 Living in 5 homes of Good Shepherd members and friends.
 Interaction in ongoing church programs or special presentations concerning Probigua programs.
My personal hope as I step aside from connection with these various church Spanish programs is that
church members and friends will continue to support, promote, and participate in these opportunities.
Don’t hesitate to contact the leadership of the various program segments with your suggestions or offers
of assistance.
Finally, on behalf of myself and my wife Dee, who passed away in 2015, it is with enormous gratitude
and pleasure that we had the opportunity, over these years, to join with all of you who have been so supportive in these church programs.
May it be so in the years ahead!
Peace,
Pres Johnson

6

Global Ministries Expresses Sympathy Following Terror Attacks on Indonesian Churches

By Global Ministries on May 15, 2018

Rev. Dr. Henrietta Hutabarat Lebang
President, Communion of Churches in Indonesia, PGI
Dear Rev. Lebang,
We are indeed sad and shocked to hear about the
ghastly act of terror in three churches - Santa Maria
Tak Bercela Catholic Church (STMB), Diponegoro
Indonesian Christian Church (GKI), and Surabaya Pentecostal Church (GPPS) in Surabaya on
May 13, 2018. We pray for the families of the 11 people killed and 40 others who were injured.
We also pray that God may grant courage and strength to the churches and Christian communities in Indonesia at this time of terror and tragedy.
This also comes to express our solidarity with the member churches in PGI and all others in Indonesia as you hold on to your faith and the vocation of peace and forgiveness in the face of aggression. We want to assure you of our prayers for peace and goodwill among all – Christian and
Muslim brothers and sisters.
These events once again underline the phenomenon of increasing religious intolerance in many
parts of the world. We also want to assure you all that the Global Ministries will continue to
work with the churches and people’s initiatives in Indonesia for a just and inclusive Indonesia
and in repairing these breaches, and celebrate the triumph of life over these forces of death.
We believe we are called to witness to God’s unconditional love for all people as an expression
of our faithfulness to God. “Let us therefore make every effort to do what leads to peace and to
mutual edification” (Romans 14: 19).
In solidarity and with prayers.
Yours in Christ.
Sincerely,
Rev. Dr. James Moos
Co-executive

Rev. Julia Karimu Brown
Co-executive
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Deenabandhu Manchala
Area Executive, Southern Asia

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ

Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, March 27, 2018
Present: Judy Bischoff, Rex Crouse, Leslie DeGrassi, Terry Linthicum, Randy Mayer, Sam Dyer, Nancy Bowen
Absent: Dennis St. John, Nathan Watts
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Judy Bischoff at 7:07 p.m.
Judy welcomed Moderator-Elect Rex Crouse to the Administrative Team.
1. Sahuarita Food Bank: Penny Pestle and Jackie Smith
It was determined that this agenda item was not needed at this time.
2. Minutes of last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi
MOTION: (Nancy/Sam) The minutes of the February 13, 2018, meeting were approved as distributed.
3. Treasurer: Sam Dyer
 Again, expenses exceeded income in February, due to the fact that some annual payments are made early in the
year.
 Income-wise he church is above the five-year year average.
4. Facilities: Terry Linthicum
 One of the kitchen refrigerators is broken. It may be a refrigerant leak? A new one will cost about $2500. Terry
recommended that we continue to repair as long as possible, and the team agreed with his recommendation.
 The small freezer may be failing.
 Several groups are having training soon on kitchen details. Samantha McElwain is coordinating that effort.
 Terry got a $9000 quote for replacing both sets of glass doors in the narthex. The technicians did a bit of work
on them while here, and they are functioning better now.
 Trash cans for the patio are purchased and installed.
 Double-roll toilet tissue roll holders have been installed in the classroom rest rooms.
 Terry will call our landscaper about getting ahead of the emerging weeds.
5. Program - Dennis
 There will be a meeting about the Adult Forums on April 4 to figure out who is doing what next year.
 Just Coffee coordination is shifting to Rick Irvin this next year as Ellen Cox has resigned.
 The MSJ committee is attempting to assign sub-facilitators to handle the Alternative Gift Fair and the environmental movies/pizza.
 The MSJ team had four new members elected in March for this coming season. However, because of health
and other reasons only one of them may really be active. This could be a problem for existing members as
many of them are already stretched due to other commitments.
 We are working on developing a part of the program for the April 22nd service to keep the MSJ involvement in
Earth Day an active program of the church.
6. Progress on Various 2018 items: Judy Bischoff
 We plan to have closure on the GSUCC/SFB Cooperative Agreement soon.
 Work on the GSUCC/SFB Land Lease Agreement will begin soon.
 Tom Wilsted, past Moderator, will continue as leader of the Personnel Policies team to finish its work in
2018.An active shooter civilian response (ALICE) training will be taken by Sam Dyer, Ann Striker, and Judy
Bischoff on April 20.
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Leslie agreed to represent TGS Administrative Team on the Sahuarita Food Bank board of directors.

7. Other: Judy Bischoff
 No additional items were brought forward.
8. Monthly Meeting scheduling: Judy Bischoff
 Everyone agreed that the present schedule of third Tuesday of the month is good.
 April’s meeting will be on April 24 due to Randy being out of town the previous week.
 It was noted that we usually take July off, but that discussion was tabled until a future meeting.
9. Pastors’ Reports: Randy Mayer and Nathan Watts
 Holy week services are planned.
 Randy noted that the Town of Sahuarita has changed the rules regarding signs publicizing events (Easter Sunrise Service).
 The Probigua Spanish language immersion program in March went well, and it is very satisfying to see this
relationship continue and flourish
 The daughter of a UCC minister in Mazatlán wants to visit us in the future. It could lead to an exchange between the two churches.
 Randy will be traveling on April 16-21 to Indiana to present TGS’s activities at Notre Dame, and to Ecumenical
Advocacy Days in Washington, D.C.
 The new Membership Team will be meeting soon.
 Jim Scovil has taken on visiting newcomers.
 Nathan’s discernment process is continuing. He will be appearing before a Southwest Conference committee
soon.
Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
The meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, April 24, 2018, 7:00 pm
Present: Judy Bischoff, Terry Linthicum, Leslie DeGrassi, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer, Dennis St. John
Absent: Sam Dyer, Nathan Watts, Rex Crouse
Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer

Minutes of Last Meeting: Leslie DeGr assi
MOTION: (Nancy/Judy) The minutes of the March 27, 2018, meeting were approved as distributed.
Treasurer’s Report: Nancy Bowen on behalf of Sam Dyer
 Once again, monthly expenses in March exceeded income.
 A note to the congregation will be published in the next newsletter, encouraging everyone to make sure that
their pledges are current.
 The Food Bank will be invoiced for half of the yearly amount due to The Good Shepherd.
 SFB asked TGS to help fund the success coach (she has assisted some church members), in anticipation of a
new grant in September.
The Finance Team has recommended funding the gap between her current contract and the next one.
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MOTION (Dennis/ Leslie): It was moved that we spend $500 from the pastor’s discretionary fund to help fund
the SFB success coach. The motion passed.
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
 The kitchen refrigerator will be repaired tomorrow.
 People are still not putting trash and recycling in the correct bins.
Program: Dennis St. John
 Judy praised the Earth Day services.
 It was agreed that Dennis remain on the Administrative Team, since he is still the ad hoc leader of MSJ.
 All programs have leaders now.
 Rick Irwin has agreed to head up Just Coffee, replacing Ellen Cox, who has been called away to help a family
member.
Adult Forums for 2018-19 are in the process of being planned.
A women’s retreat is in the works for about March 10.
Updates: Judy Bischoff
 TGSUCC/SFB Cooperative Agreement: Rex, Randy, and Judy met about this. It has been sent to our lawyer
who made some comments. The next step will be to meet with SFB about these comments.
 Land Lease Agreement: Our lawyer has made comments on this as well.
 Personnel Policies: Tom Wilsted, past Moderator, is continuing with this project. Staff job descriptions are being reviewed.
 It has been recommended that develop policies and procedures around communicating campus-wide about an
intruder. A team of Terry, Dennis, Judy, and Randy was formed to survey what other churches are doing about
this issue, and to explore solutions. One idea is to consult our alarm company about solutions.
th
 20 Anniversary Celebration: Randy’s first 20 years at TGS will be celebrated some time in the fall.

Other: All Many member s and fr iends of TGS enjoy hear ing/seeing wor ship ser vices when they ar e not
able to attend. There has been a gap in recording/streaming Sunday worship.
 Members of a technology team will be solicited from the congregation for this mission.


Report on SFB Board Meeting: Leslie DeGrassi
 Leslie is the new liaison to the SFB board as a voting member.
 The SFB has a great need for a storage shed for the next three years. Currently equipment for the food bank is
being stored in the cooler when not in use on market days, which prevents workers from accessing the rear of
the cooler at other times.
 Leslie will contact Ann Striker, SFB Executive Director, to obtain a written proposal about their expectations,
including location, size, and other pertinent details.
 A process for funneling SFB requests/business to the Admin Team liaison is needed.
Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer
 The annual calendar meeting for 2018-19 has been held.
 We will begin work on a new congregational membership directory with photos in February 2019.
 We recently welcomed a new asylum family from Honduras.
 Many people have been in the hospital recently.
Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary
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