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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

UCC leaders: Keep Families Together!
June 15, 2018
“The UCC condemns the dismantling of families, the criminalization of the quest for
freedom, and the caging of those whose only crime is to seek shelter from harm”
— National Leadership of the UCC
Condemning the unconscionable assertion that migrant children should be separated from their parents because of ‘orderly and lawful processes that protect the weak and lawful,' — a Biblical statement
used to justify U.S. immigration policies — United Church of Christ National Leadership has issued
this pastoral letter, urging the people of the denomination's almost 5,000 congregations to take action
now! First, by contacting their Congressional representatives, and then by providing funds to keep
families together. Money to be used to support the people sleeping in the streets at the borders of this
country, or those parents and children separated upon entry!
"Still, when God saw the trouble they were in and heard their cries for help,
God remembered God's Covenant with them, and, immense with love, took them by the
hand. God poured out God's mercy on them while their captors looked on, amazed."
Psalm 106:44-47 (MSG)
Friends, once again we stand at the brink of a moral precipice in our society and the question before us
is will we choose to act in covenant with God on behalf of God's people or will we sacrifice our soul. The
United Church of Christ has long been a supporter of migrant families seeking refuge within our borders from intolerable and unsafe living conditions in their homelands. As people of God committed to
the sacredness of all creation and the sanctity of every life, we are compelled to heed the cries of families now being violently torn apart at our borders for political expediency and profitability. Such violent
acts are unnecessarily punitive and place at risk the physical, emotional, psychological, spiritual, and
developmental stability of hundreds of families who now find themselves separated, caged, and commodified in a strange land.
“There is a law that supersedes partisanship and political bantering, and that is the
sanctity of all people of God” — National Leadership of the UCC
All of our sacred texts, no matter the faith, identify the disregard of the humanity of the vulnerable as
sin. And God hears the cries of God's people. The plight of black and brown migrant families whose
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children are ripped from their care cannot be the
policy of a civilized land. We've been here before.
Our nation's history bears witness to a legacy of
lost love. We separated the children of Native
people from their families. We separated the children of enslaved people from their families. We
separated the children of Japanese people from
their families. Many of these families were never
made whole again. This legacy of white supremacist ideology is idolatrous and leaves an indelible
mark of evil that can only be redeemed by a conscious act of spiritual repentance and repair.
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CWS Immigration Organizer: Rev. Noel Andersen
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Music Director & Coordinators: Jeff Vanderlee
Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen
Pianist: Kay Jean Moore
Custodian: Severo Rivas
Administrator: Amy Dillemuth
Newsletter Editor: Mary Chapman

We must resist the evil of dehumanization enacted upon the vulnerable among us. The United
Church of Christ strongly condemns the dismantling of families, the criminalization of the quest
for freedom, and the caging of those whose only
crime is to seek shelter from harm. How we treat
those who seek shelter in our midst is a direct reflection of how we treat God. We call upon our
5,000 member churches to write letters to your
representatives in Congress as an act of worship
this month. Refugee Justice Sunday is June 17,
World Refugee Day is June 20. Remind Congress
there is a law that supersedes partisanship and
political bantering, and that is the sanctity of all
people of God.

Newsletter Helpers:
Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Henriquez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead,
Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier,
Carrie Scheufler and Kathy Zweig
Executive Committee
Moderator: Judy Bischoff
Moderator elect: Rex Crouse
Treasurer: Sam Dyer
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi

Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius

Faithfully yours,
The National Officers of the United
Church of Christ
The Rev. John C. Dorhauer, General Minister
and President
The Rev. Traci Blackmon, Executive Minister, Justice and Witness Ministries
The Rev. James Moos, Executive Minister,
Wider Church Ministries
The Council of Conference Ministers of the
United Church of Christ

Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team: Mary Wilsted
Intentional Caring Team: Barb Eyre
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Dennis St. John
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

The Good News monthly
newsletter deadline for the September issue is Wednesday,
August 22. Please mark your
calendars, and send your announcements and articles to Mary Chapman,
email: mchapman15@cox.net
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Care Team

Capital Campaign

The Care Team will not meet
in July. Please know that we
will begin our sending of original cards by Kay Novak and
visiting in August. Many of us are in other homes
or trailers during the summer! Please take care,
wherever you are this summer.
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Resistance Bible Study

The Bible bears good news for us and for our
time. It is not “fake news”. But what kind of liberating truth does it reveal?
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The forbearers of the United States used the inspiration of scripture to develop our American
democracy. In fact it was scripture that helped
build a model of resistance and ultimately
pushed us to find a better way of organizing
communal life together. We will use that same
model to interpret our present situation without
fixed preconceptions, we’ll read the Bible without a doctrinal “churchy” filter. We’ll read the
signs of our present times in historical context,
and read the Bible in the same way. We’ll be
searching for biblical echoes in the U.S. Constitution. Has Christianity today become too embedded in the Empire that Jesus worked so hard
to expose and ultimately murdered him ? We
will resist that system with a search for truth
about the Bible itself, revealing how its stories
can give us strength and hope.

During April, The Good Shepherd received
donations of $340.46 for our capital campaign—Room for the Future. Our Church
Windows software was upgraded for a fee of
$299. During May, The Good Shepherd received donations of $153.50 for our capital
campaign. Improvements were made to the
equipment in the sanctuary totaling $252.
We now have a balance of about $71.853 in
reserve.
We continue to move forward with beautification of our sanctuary. Keep an eye out for
continued improvements in the sanctuary
including lighting, projectors and window
coverings. Pastor Randy is working on a enhancements to the patio.
Our Capital Campaign has been very successful and is now winding down. Thank
you all for your generous support of our
expansion and improvements.

Summer Fellowship Hour
Through September, Good Shepherd
would like to offer cold lemonade and
water to the congregation after
church. There is a signup calendar in the Narthex on the bulletin board.
Please sign up for one or two weeks. There will
be instructions in the kitchen as to the procedure. We would love you/yours to help us.

Beginning Wednesday Sept. 12 we will be offering a 10 week study of the Bible and its place in a
progressive church and a troubled society. The
class will meet weekly at 10-11:30 and will conclude right before the mid-term elections and
Thanksgiving.

Books Books Books
Books Book Books: Will meet on October 3, 2018 to discuss Humble Before
the Void, by Chris Impey. This U of AZ Astronomer describes his experience when he was asked
by the Dalai Lama to join a group of educators to
teach science to Buddhist monks. We meet in a
room at La Posada that is accessed from the lobby at the top of the stairs. All are welcome to join
us. Questions call Marge Kinkead 520-648-8192.

Looking for a good used car for one of our
church families: either a donation or a very good
price. Please contact Randy, if you can help. 520625-1375
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TIHAN News

We can’t start getting ready too soon! The Good Shepherd participates in Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS
Network (TIHAN) POZ Cafe on October 18. In preparation for this event TGShepherd members and
friends can start thinking about collecting various items that will be given attendees at the luncheon.
Our goal is to collect as many of the following to assemble into care packages for attendees:
deodorant, toilet paper, laundry detergent, dish detergent, body soap, bleach, surface cleaner,
shampoo,
and other products that are helpful but not allowed to purchase with food stamps
Donation boxes will be in the narthex soon!
Monetary donations will also be accepted to purchase additional supplies, luncheon prizes and to help
defray the food costs for the luncheon. Cash or checks made out to The Good Shepherd UCC with
“TIHAN” on the memo line, will be accepted until the October 18 lunch. The Good Shepherd will be
working with two other member congregations for collecting supplies and donations.
There will be opportunity for six individuals from the church to help with set up and serving during the
lunch.
For more information and to volunteer for the luncheon please contact Rex Crouse (520-609-3639) or
Dale Jones (360-694-7353).

Attention Spanish Speakers:
Opportunity to Assist Asylum Seekers at
the Border
Immigrants seeking asylum at the border crossing in Nogales are currently facing waits of several days before they get to speak with an immigration official to request asylum. This was not previously the case. The experience for adults and
children is tiring and intimidating.
An organized local group of Spanish speakers will
be going to the border at the DeConcini Port of
Entry in Nogales the morning of July 14th to
speak with the immigrants who are on line. The
goal is to explain what they may be facing and
discuss possible options and resources for them.
If they agree, we will get family contact information, then follow-up with them once they
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get through the processing to track where they
are and where their children are.
The group will return monthly on the second Saturday as long as the need to provide this
help exists.
A training session to prepare will be given by immigration attorney Margo Cowan at Southside
Presbyterian church 12-2pm Saturday, July 7th.
This action has been coordinated with is the Kino Border initiative and the Florence Project. Different groups will be offering assistance
on designated days.
We will have a car pool to the training at
Southside on July 7th and to the border on July
14th. If you are interested please leave a message
for Connie (caglione@gmail.com or phone:520203-7557) to receive confirmation of time and
dates before attending.

Congratulations

Best Wishes

on Your

for a

Wedding Anniversary

Happy Birthday!
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Darlene Clement
Judy Tucker
Vera Stirsman
Bobbi Menefee
Nancy McCormick
Helen Henderson
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Bill & Irene York
Jim & Jan Diers
Bill & Nancy McCormick
Drew & Jan Mason
Dave & Kathy Zweig
David & Anna Dethmers
Randy & Norma Mayer
Jim & Christie Furber
Carlos Henriquez & Mary Chapman
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Bookworms News
Bookworms, the women's evening book discussion group, is uncertain whether we will try to meet the rest of the
summer. With many people traveling, we are
reassessing our plans for the next several
months. Watch the weekly email newsletter and
the Sunday bulletins for further announcements. The books we plan for the future, when 3
or 4 or more are gathered are: A Line Becomes a River, by Francisco Cantu; Little
Fires Everywhere, by Celeste Ng, and Ordinary Grace, by William Kent Krueger. For further information, contact Sandra Rooney,
srooney8@cox.net, or 648-44264.

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.
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Good Shepherd Estate Sales team is scheduling sales
for September onward. Please take a flyer in the narthex and alert your friends or neighbors needing
sales. For information, call Barbara Hodges, 520260-6101.

services available on the Connect – Green Valley
app. With a grant from Freeport-McMoRan, La
Posada created the app, primarily Green Valley
residents and their non-resident children find
help. Working with Sustainable Families, La Posada has now added a “Low Income Assist” section and we are working to list relevant services…
such as food banks and low-income medical help
and housing.

Sahuarita Food Bank has helped lead Sustainable
Families, an effort to coordinate and improve the
services and resources available to our lowincome neighbors so that they can become more
economically stable. In 2016-2017 Sustainable
Families undertook a study of the human services
needs of our area. We found that fully 25% of residents within a ten-mile radius of Sahuarita and
Green Valley have incomes of 185% of poverty or
less. That’s 20,000 neighbors who are eligible to
get food from Sahuarita Food Bank or Community Food Bank—Green Valley and Amado. That’s
also why local schools have 35, 40, and even 90
percent of their children eligible for the federal
Free and Reduced Price Meals program.

The Sustainable Families study also identified
gaps in local human services. One of our community’s major needs is increased access to behavioral health care. In response, the Human Services Working Group is organizing a fall 2018
gathering of stakeholders including public
schools, university programs, hospitals, health
care clinics, private practitioners, and state and
county agencies. The goal is to see how these organizations can help each other to improve the
lives of our residents, particularly families and
children who cannot get access to consistent, high
quality and local behavioral health services.

One of the projects of the Human Services Working Group of Sustainable Families is to list the

Curt Keim

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, May 15, 2018, 7:00 pm
Present: Judy Bischoff, Leslie DeGrassi, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer, Dennis St. John, Sam Dyer, Rex Crouse
Visiting: Dave Perry
Absent: Terry Linthicum, Nathan Watts
The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm.
1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer

2. Minutes of last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi
 The minutes were approved as distributed.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer
 Sam reported that income-wise April was our best month in five years.
 Dave Perry, Finance Team member, presented a balance sheet review.
4. Facilities: Dennis St. John for Terry Linthicum
 Judy, Dennis, Terry, and Randy have met to explore campus security options, including remote door locks that
could be activated from the church office, and a panic button, also in the church office, that would contact our
alarm company.
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5. Program: Dennis St. John
 A women’s retreat has been scheduled for March 14-16, three days and two nights at Kenyon Ranch in Tubac.
 Adult Forums are almost firmed up.
 The Mission, Service, and Justice Team will hold its first meeting in October.
6. Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGrassi
 The minutes of the May 24 board meeting were distributed by Penny Pestle to the Admin Team in early June.
 Ann Striker, Executive Director, reported that she will have a proposal for the storage shed by the June 20 SFB
meeting. Leslie will share that proposal by email with the Admin Team at that time.
 A communications team has been formed to work on marketing strategies and assignments, including the new
website and social media.
7. Updates: Judy Bischoff
A. GSUCC/SFB Cooperative Agreement
 It was determined that the agreement did not need to go back to the lawyers. Both parties signed the agreement
on May 15, 2018. Signers were Penny Pestle for the SFB, and Judy Bischoff for GSUCC.
B. Church Security
 Terry, Dennis, Randy, and Judy met on church security.
 A note in the bulletin is planned regarding recruiting an onsite security team on Sundays.
 A member of the choir could be a “spotter” for disturbances at the sanctuary doors during worship services
 Randy said we may have some money left from the Capital Campaign. Maybe donations?
C. Church Website
 We are still looking for a technology team to video the worship services. There has been a notice in the bulletin for
several weeks.
8. Judy Bischoff
 No other items were brought up for discussion.
9. Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer
 Randy told us about the new asylum family from Honduras. Dan Shearer, editor of the Green Valley News, is going
to mentor the young man of the family, and a team will tutor him in English.
 We discussed Randy’s article in the UCC News. Should he put that in the newsletter? Or write a different article for
the congregation?
Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
The next meeting of the Administrative Team is June 19 at 7:00 pm.

The meeting adjourned at 7:48 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary
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