
 

Good News from 

The Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ 

17750 S. La Canada Road 

Sahuarita AZ 85629 

520-625-1375 

Fax:  520-625-7230 

E-mail: seeyou@thegoodshepherducc.org 
http://www.TheGoodShepherdUCC.org  

 

September 2018 

Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life 
together.  The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation. 

 

Inquirer's Class:  Sunday, October 7 at 

10:00am in the Library 
 
If you are interested in learning more about the 
Good Shepherd and the United Church of 
Christ.  Come to the church library at 10:00am—
between the two services this Sunday.   
 

Two Services Resume 
 

Worship Shift—Sunday—

Sept 16th 

9:00am and 11:15am  
 
We have had a great summer season of wor-
ship.  We will be moving to our two worship 
schedule on September 16th.  At 9:00am we will 
worship in a traditional style with our incredible 
choir and at 11:15 we will worship in a contempo-
rary style with our church band.   

 

Good Shepherd Estate Sales team is 
scheduling sales for September on-
ward.  Please take a flyer in the narthex and alert 
your friends or neighbors needing sales.   For in-
formation, call Barbara Hodges, 520-260-6101. 
 

If you would like to volunteer with the estate 
sales, email Mary Chapman at  
mchapman15@cox.net or  
estatesales@thegoodshepherdUCC.org and you 
will be added to our volunteer email alert list. 

 

New Youth Minister and Assistant Pastor 

Edwin Andrade  
 
We are pleased to announce our new Youth Min-
ister and Assistant Pastor Edwin Andrade.   
 
Edwin grew up in Tucson and knows the culture 
and region well.  He has a fascinating faith jour-
ney that has taken him from Pentecostal Church 
to the Unitarian Universalist congregations.  He 
met a Presbyterian pastor from Tucson on the 
Camino de Santiago in Spain that paved his way 
to the mainline church.   
 
Edwin is gifted in many ways, he is great with 
youth, plays multiple instruments, and is bilin-
gual.   Be sure and welcome him!!! 
 

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
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The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 

Assistant Minister:  Edwin Andrade 
CWS Immigration Organizer:  Rev. Noel Andersen 

Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money: 
Nancy Ackley 

Member of Discernment: Rebecca McElfresh 
Music Director & Coordinators:   Jeff Vanderlee 

Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen  
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen 
Pianist:   Kay Jean Moore      
Custodian:  Severo Rivas 

Administrator:  Amy Dillemuth 
Newsletter Editor:   Mary Chapman 

 
Newsletter Helpers: 

Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Hen-
riquez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead, 
Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier, 

Carrie Scheufler and Kathy Zweig 

 
Executive Committee 

Moderator:  Judy Bischoff 
Moderator elect:  Rex Crouse 

Treasurer:  Sam Dyer 
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi 

 
Administrative Area Facilitators 

Facilities:  Terry Linthicum 
Finance:  Nancy Bowen 

Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 
 

Program Area Facilitators 
Welcome and Inclusion Team:  Mary Wilsted 

Intentional Caring Team:  Barb Eyre 
Mission Service and Justice Team:   

Dennis St. John 
Spiritual Growth Team:    Susan Hill 

Newsletter Deadline  
OCTOBER ISSUE 

 

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19 
 

Send items to Mary Chapman at 
mchapman15@cox.net 

 

Education Hour/Adult Forum 
 

The Lord’s Prayer: Pious Platitudes or 

Radical Manifesto? 
 
We routinely repeat the Lord’s Prayer as a part of 
weekly worship but most of us give it little 
thought. It’s a religious ritual we engage in that is 
somehow comforting, but hardly challenging, 
compelling or transforming. This class is for 
those who would like to dig a little deeper. 
 
Using the biblical text itself, John Dominic Cros-
san’s The Greatest Prayer, and a variety of 
other resources, we’ll explore together the radi-
cal, counter-cultural journey Jesus sets out in this 
prayer for those who want to follow him. 
 
Join us for the four Sundays of October during 
the education hour (10:15-11 am). Bring your ide-

as and your questions. David Dethmers will lead 
the class. 

Stewardship Message 
 
 
'What Shall We Bring?'  Indeed the United 
Church of Christ Stewardship Theme for 2018-19 
poses a most meaningful question.  How best can 
we individually serve our beloved church this 
coming year?  Share our time?  Devote our tal-
ents?  Generously give of our financial resources? 
Considering our monetary gifts, the question we 
all wrestle with is “what is a meaningful gift for 
me?” In my financial situation and sense of prior-
ities and obligations, where does The Good Shep-
herd, and what it means for myself and my fami-
ly, our congregation, and our wider community, 
fit into my life?  Where am I in my giving?  Where 
would I like to be five years hence?  What shall I 
bring? 
 
Please join in this conversation as we move to-
ward the dedication of our pledged giving for 
2019 during  Celebration Sunday this coming 
January.   
Our best regards,  

Your Stewardship Team 
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Amigos 
“Amigos” meAns friends….  

 At the Good Shepherd, it means all of you. 

 

From October to May, neighborhood Amigos groups gather once a month for fun and fellow-
ship.  Some groups continue to meet during the summer.  Each Amigos group has a facilita-
tor(s) who organizes various activities which are of interest to the group such as potlucks, 
Gaslight Theater outings, picnics, dinner/lunch at local restaurants, wine tastings and more.   
 
There are currently 8 Amigos groups. The groups are autonomous but share the same goal 
of giving the church family a way to build stronger relationships with one another while en-
joying a tasty meal, an entertaining play, or a sip of wine.  The Amigos groups also provide 
refreshments for Sunday coffee hour.  
 
AMIGOS GROUPS 
General  locations 

 Abrego Amigos (Abrego, E. La Canada, to Springs) 
 East Desert Amigos (Quail Creek plus) 
 La Posada 
 Metro South Amigos (S of Continental, W of I 19) 
 Sahuarita Amigos (N of Duval) 
 Tubac, Amado, Rio Rico Amigos 
 West Desert (S of Esperanza, W of La Canada, N of Continental) 
 West Side (W of La Canada, Esperanza to Duval Mine Rd. plus RV resort) 

 
This summer the Extravagant Welcome and Inclusion Committee has been working on up-
dating our Amigos groups using the current Good Shepherd’s directory and a general de-
scription of the neighborhood locations. In September we will be sending you a possible 
“Amigos Match “loosely based on the above descriptions.  However, you may be in any Ami-
gos group.   
 
I will ask that you confirm or correct your match.  If you don’t receive one by the end of Sep-
tember, please call or email me and let me know.   

 

Smiles and hugs are good for everyone ! 
 
                                     Joan Merrill        JBPilotess@aol.com     520-625-8305 

mailto:JBPilotess@aol.com
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BookWorms 

Bookworms, the evening wom-
en's book discussion group, will 
read Ordinary Grace, by Wil-
liam Kent Krueger, for our Sep-

tember 10 gathering.  Please note that the date is 
one week earlier than originally announced. 

October 15, we will discuss, Little Fires Every-
where, by Celeste Ng.  We usually meet the third 
Monday of each month at 7 pm, in the Lantana 
Room on the third floor of La Vista, at La Posada.  
For more information, contact Sandra Rooney, 
srooney8@cox.net, 648-4264.  Please send sug-
gestions for books for the remainder of the fall to 
Sandra Rooney.  

Celebrating Sophia: A Woman’s Retreat  

Mark your calendar to take time 
out ,restore, rediscover & awaken the wis-
dom of your true self. March 15 -17, 2019 
 

What: A weekend designed to inspire mindfulness 

and evoke playful spirits, as we encounter the divine 

feminine within . 
 

Where: At the historic Kenyon Ranch outside Tubac, 

Arizona, . 
 

Who: Highly experienced retreat facilitators from 

across the country . 
 

Details coming in November.  Flyer on Page 7 

Books Books Books 
 

Books Book Books: Will meet on Octo-
ber 3, 2018 to discuss Humble Before 

the Void, by Chris Impey. This U of AZ Astrono-
mer describes his experience when he was asked 
by the Dalai Lama to join a group of educators to 
teach science to Buddhist monks.   We meet in a 
room at La Posada  that is accessed from the lob-
by at the top of the stairs. All are welcome to join 
us. Questions call Marge Kinkead 520-648-8192.  
 

TIHAN Update-October 18 POZ Cafe  
 
October brings The Good Shepherd together with 
two other faith communities ——St. Andrew’s 
Presbyterian Church and Congregation M’Kor 
Hayim — to sponsor the monthly POZ Cafe.  Tuc-
son Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN) or-
ganizes, luncheon.  It’s an opportunity for those 
living with HIV or AIDS to get out of the house, 
take a break, meet other positive people and en-
joy a wonderful meal together.  It’s our congrega-
tion’s turn help.  The meal is followed by time to 
“hang out”, chat, participate in bingo and a prize 
raffle and receive CarePackages full of toiletries 
and other necessities not covered by food stamps.  
 
Between now and the October 18th luncheon we 
need to collect several items and money to cover 
food and product costs for CarePackages.  The 
Good Shepherd’s cash and product donations 
amount to $600.  The more products that are do-
nated, the less money we will need.  Cash and 
checks can be made to The Good Shepherd with a 
memo note “October POZ Cafe”.  There will be 
containers in the narthex later in September to 
collect toiletry items and paper products.  We 
have made a commitment to provide 24 paper 
towel rolls and 120 rolls of toilet paper.  In addi-
tion to those items we will also be collecting and 
contributing small bottles of bleach, toothbrushes 
(individually packaged), toothpaste, dental floss 
and shaving gel.  Our goal is to provide 30 each of 
these toiletry items.  The 99 cent store and Dollar 
Tree have these items at reasonable prices.  There 
is opportunity for volunteers to help with tasks 
during the luncheon.   
 
For additional information or questions please 
contact Dale Jones (360-694-7353) or Rex 
Crouse (520-609-3639).  

mailto:srooney8@cox.net
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

Administrative Team Meeting 

Tuesday, June 19, 2018, 7:00 pm 

 

Present: Judy Bischoff, Leslie DeGrassi, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer, Sam Dyer, Terry Linthicum, and Rex Crouse 

Absent: Dennis St. John, Nathan Watts 

The meeting was called to order at 7:03 pm. 

Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer 

Minutes of Last Meeting: Leslie DeGrassi 

MOTION: (Terry/Sam) The minutes of the May 16, 2018, meeting were approved as corrected. 

Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer 

 Budget-wise, May was another great month. Expenses were 2% lower than budget, and income was only 1% 

lower. 

Facilities: Terry Linthicum 

 Very little to report, other than looking ahead to the security project. 

 It has been reported that sometimes the parking lot lights are not on at night. Terry will investigate. 

Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGrassi 

 There has been no proposal yet from the SFB for an additional storage building. 

 The minutes of the SFB board will continue to be sent to members of the Administrative Team. Leslie will 

not report on items from these minutes, but will answer any questions.  

Updates: Judy Bischoff 

Church Security/Team 

 We have obtained a bid of $4820 from Automatic Door Service, Inc., to install cameras and intercoms out-

side the two narthex doors. Doors can be locked and unlocked from the church office. Future plans may in-

clude an intercom in the classrooms area at the rear of the property. 

 Randy will ask the Capital Campaign team to pay half the cost, and perhaps the building fund the other half. 

 MOTION (Nancy/Leslie):  To spend up to $6500 to secure the two narthex doors, as well as the west door 

from the sanctuary to the hall near the coolers, plus install an intercom, with $2000 coming from the Capital 

Campaign, $2500 from the building fund, and the additional $2000 from Undesignated Memorial Gifts. The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 The Security Team, made up of Judy Bischoff, Rex Crouse, Hank Deutsch, Sue Eaton, Terry Linthicum, Randy 

Mayer, Joan Merrill, Bruce Moulton, John Pestle, and Dennis St. John, will meet again in July to talk about 

the process. 

Church Audit 

 Dave Perry (Finance Team) is in the process of refining certain things in the financial reports, as well as im-

proving procedures to make sure that all is in order for an audit. 

 Discussion about using only one software rather than two for finance. 

 MOTION (Nancy/Sam): The Administrative Team supports the Finance Team to focus on procedures, and to 

put off the audit until all the 2018 financials are available. 

Church Website 
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Sale of Raffle Tickets Buys Milk & Eggs  
 

The Sahuarita Food Bank is involved in the annu-
al Jim Click Raffle this year. The money raised-
stays with the SFB. Yes, it is true! All money from 
tickets will buy milk and eggs for our clients! For 
a busy week at SFB we spend about $650 for milk 
& eggs. So look for our table in the narthex after 
church to purchase your tickets. $25 for 1 or $100 
for 5 tickets. Prizes include a Jeep Grand Chero-
kee, 2 Round Trip airline tickets and $5000.   
 
Kay Novak 

 So far, no one has volunteered to video Sunday worship to post on our website. 
 

Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer 

 Randy has met with Ken Woodward about the construction of a stage and shade awnings in the courtyard 

area. 

 TGS has received a $5000 grant from the UCC for support of our two refugee families.  

 There is a lot of attention from UCC leadership to our area right now, and we will be having some visitors 

soon. 

 Randy shared the job description for Director of Faith Formation for Children and Youth, with which he is ad-

vertising the position on various outlets. 
 

Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer 
 

The administrative team will not meet in July. The next meeting will be August 21. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:05 pm.  
Respectfully submitted,  Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary 

  Congratulations  

  on Your  

        Wedding Anniversary 
 

Clyde & Darlene Clement  09/02 

Ray & Judy Tucker   09/05 

Lynn & Michael Nowakowski 09/07 

Tom & Darthea Tilley  09/10 

Terry & Nancy Linthicum  09/10 

Burt & Jane Eubank   09/11 

Jack & Karen Kressley  09/28 

 

    Best Wishes  

   for a  

     Happy Birthday! 

 
 
Nancy Hungate   09/02 

Phyllis Hallman   09/04 

Patsy Larson    09/05 

Val Jean Park   09/06 

Darcy Adshead   09/07 

Dick Redman   09/10 

John Rueb    09/11 

James Scovil    09/12 

Florence Mayer   09/13 

Jackie Smith    09/16 

Diane Scovil    09/16 

Judy Tomhave   09/17 

Hack McCall    09/19 

Martha Belle Fray   09/23 

Linda Nitz    09/24 

Cynthia Dean   09/26 

Terry Linthicum   09/27 

Karen Kilmer    09/27 

Nancy Bowen   09/27 

Ginny Wing    09/27 

Deborah Bosma   09/28 

Mary Repenning   09/29 

Lynn Nowakowski   09/29 
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Celebrating Sophia: 
A Woman’s Retreat  
Mark your calendar to take time out and restore, 

rediscover & awaken the wisdom of your true self. 

March 15
th

 -17
th

 2019 
 

What: A weekend of comfort, camaraderie and private 

time, designed to inspire mindfulness and evoke play-

ful spirits, as we encounter the divine feminine within. 

Where: At the historic Kenyon Ranch  
outside Tubac, Arizona, set in a valley  
surrounded with mountains and offering comforta-
ble housing, a pool, art studio, six meals and a 360 
degree vista.  

 
Who: Highly experienced retreat facilitators 
from across the country lead thought  
provoking journal writing, art activities,  
storytelling, meditations and sharing. 

 

 

 

Details coming in November! 
 

 


