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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life
together. The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

Meet Our New Staff
Introducing our new
Director of Faith Formation for Children
Anahi Herrera
It is great to introduce our Anahi Herrera who is
just beginning with us at the Good Shepherd as
our Director of Faith Formation for Children. Anahi grew up in Tucson and is a 2018
graduate of the University of Arizona where she
majored in Latin American Studies. Anahi has a
passion for kids and is excited about the Good
Shepherd and our progressive church school program. Some of what makes Anahi a great fit for
us is that she is fully bilingual and has also done a
lot of travel, internships and study abroad programs in Mexico and Guatemala.
A Message from Our Assistant Minister
Edwin Andrade
My name is Edwin Andrade and I hail from Tucson,
Arizona. I am a Mexican-American, a firstgenerational college graduate and I want to be a pastor. I practice hot yoga, run and bike regularly. I am a
ruthless book reader and a lover of quotes. My vision
as a community participant and leader is to build a

bridge between faith communities. Currently, I am a
discerning a seminary path and working on holding
space for ecumenical dialogue within the church and
between faith traditions and non-belief.
Grace and Peace,
Edwin Andrade

Hurricane Florence Relief
The United Church of Christ is active in relief
work in the areas where Hurricane Florence has
hit hardest. If you would like to donate to the relief work, send and make out the check to the
Good Shepherd and put Hurricane Relief in the
Memo Line. We will forward the money to the
UCC National Disaster relief effort.

Inquirer's Class
Sunday, October 7, at 10:00am
in the Library
If you are interested in learning more about the
Good Shepherd and the United Church of
Christ. Come to the church library at 10:00am—
between the two services on Sunday, October 7.

The Good Shepherd
United Church of Christ

Volunteers Needed….

Fellowship Hour

Senior Minister: Rev. Randy J. Mayer
Assistant Minister: Edwin Andrade
Director of Faith Formation for Children:
Anahi Herrera
CWS Immigration Organizer: Rev. Noel Andersen
Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money:
Nancy Ackley
Member of Discernment: Rebecca McElfresh
Music Director & Coordinators: Jeff Vanderlee
Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen
Pianist: Kay Jean Moore
Custodian: Severo Rivas
Administrator: Amy Dillemuth
Newsletter Editor: Mary Chapman

Fall is here and we have returned to two Sunday
services. Fellowship Hour (FH), after each service, is an important part of Sunday so folks can
gather informally and continue conversations
around drink and food.
Please look at your calendar and see if you might
combine with a few other people to provide
snacks, coffee, lemonade and water. The coffee,
creamer, sugar, and lemonade are available in the
Church pantry.
The sign up sheet for FH is on the Bulletin Board
in the Narthex. Thank you for helping to provide
additional fellowship opportunities on Sunday. If
you have any questions please feel free to contact
Judy Bischoff – jbischof@niu.edu

Newsletter Helpers:
Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Henriquez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead,
Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier,
Carrie Scheufler and Kathy Zweig

Judy

Executive Committee
Moderator: Judy Bischoff
Moderator elect: Rex Crouse
Treasurer: Sam Dyer
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi

Education Hour/Adult Forum
The Lord’s Prayer: Pious Platitudes or

Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius

Radical Manifesto?
We routinely repeat the Lord’s Prayer as a part of
weekly worship but most of us give it little
thought. It’s a religious ritual we engage in that is
somehow comforting, but hardly challenging,
compelling or transforming. This class is for
those who would like to dig a little deeper.

Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team: Mary Wilsted
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:

Using the biblical text itself, John Dominic Crossan’s The Greatest Prayer, and a variety of
other resources, we’ll explore together the radical, counter-cultural journey Jesus sets out in this
prayer for those who want to follow him.

Newsletter Deadline
NOVEMBER ISSUE
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17

Join us for the four Sundays of October during
the education hour (10:15-11 am). Bring your ideas and your questions. David Dethmers will lead
the class.

Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net
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Multi-Generational Mission Trip

Sunday Forum 2018-2019
Oct 7

to Los Mochis, Mexico

What’s Happening With Education?
Dr. Manny Valenzuela-Sahuarita
School District Superintendent

Oct 14

Getting to Know Our Church Family
Randy Mayer

Oct 21

Getting to Know Our Church Family
Edwin Andrade-Youth Minister

Oct 28

Getting to Know You
Two retired clergy and their stories

March 19th-25th
Over the years The Good Shepherd has developed
a strong relationship with the Congregational
Church in Los Mochis. In fact our youth group
has gone there three times, an adult group went
there once about 12 years ago, and we also hosted
a group from Los Mochis a few years back. So it
only seems right that we take another group
down that wonderful church this winter.
I have been in conversation with Pastor Domingo
Guerrero and lay member Hussein Munoz about
bringing a group to Los Mochis March 19th
through the 25th. We would either rent a 15 passenger van or take the bus. (Some might choose
to drive their own vehicles.) It is about a 10 hour
drive. We would stay at a local hotel that is just
about 3 or 4 blocks from the church.

Immigration Trilogy Film Screening
"The U-Turn"
Tuesday, October 9th, 5:00 pm
Come to The Good Shepherd to see this important film and talk with its director. Luis Argueta, a Guatemalan-American director and producer, will be here to show the third documentary of his Immigration Trilogy film series. "The
U-Turn" tells the story of a group of Guatemalan
immigrant women and children in Postville, Iowa, who lost their fear of speaking out about the
abuses of which they were victims. And thanks to
the solidarity of the community that accompanied them and to the U visa, they transformed
their lives. A freewill offering will be taken. Luis
Argueta’s films can be viewed online at
www.luisarguetaa.com

We would engage in some mission work that the
church is involved with as well as some maintenance (painting, clean up, etc). We would also
participate in some cultural activities, and of
course we'd eat some great seafood and spend
time at the ocean. The cost would be reasonable.
For those that are interested, there is a sign up
sheet in the Narthex. Also you can talk with Pastor Randy Mayer, or send him an e-mail—
bienshphrd@aol.com.
Taizé Resumes October 10

Books Books Books

We will meet on October 3, 2018 to discuss Humble Before the Void, by Chris Impey.
This U of AZ Astronomer describes his experience when he was asked by the Dalai Lama to
join a group of educators to teach science to Buddhist monks.
We meet in a room that is accessed from the lobby at the top of the stairs. All are welcome to join
us. Questions call Marge Kinkead, 520 -6488192.
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All kinds of good opportunities begin
with the month of October. On October 10 Taizé will start its fall through spring season. On the second Wednesday of every month
October-May at 5:00 you are invited to join
members of The Good Shepherd and folks from
the community for a 45 minute service of music,
candlelight, scripture, a short meditation and 8
minutes of total silence. Taizé services are held
around the world and they're a way to quiet ourselves in these troubling times. If you've thought
of trying it and been reluctant, do come. There's
nothing for you to do or say. Just sit quietly and
enjoy. Maybe you and a friend/neighbor might
come together. Hope to see you there.

TIHAN October 18

Best Wishes

POZ Cafe
The Good Shepherd together with St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church and
Congregation M’Kor Hayim are sponsoring the
October POZ Cafe, October 18. Tucson Interfaith
HIV/AIDS Network (TIHAN) organizes and assists the congregations to support this activity.
Our responsibility is to provide lunch and create
an atmosphere for socialization and communication of those clients and supporters who are living with HIV or AIDS.

for a
Happy Birthday!
Jessica Thomas
Ferne McHaffie
Kendra Kuehn
Delle McCormick
Rex Crouse
Dick Degen
Anna Griessel
Leslie DeGrassi
Carolyn Hubbard
Judy Jahnke
Jane Eubank
Jim Woodbrey
Karen Kressley
Bill McCormick
Barb Eyre
Mary Chapman
Jean McIver
Doodee Backstrom
Yong Rueb
Georgette Valle

10/01
10/02
10/03
10/04
10/06
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/13
10/15
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/20
10/20
10/21
10/27
10/28
10/31

Between now and the October 18th luncheon we
need to collect several items and money to cover
food, toiletries and paper goods that are shared
with each client attending the lunch. The Good
Shepherd’s cash and product donations amount
to approximately $600. The more products that
are donated, the less money we will need. Cash
and checks can be made to The Good Shepherd
UCC with a memo note “October POZ Cafe”.
There are containers in the narthex to collect toiletry items and paper products. We have made a
commitment to provide 24 paper towel rolls and
120 rolls of toilet paper. We are also collecting
small bottles of bleach, toothbrushes (already
met that goal), toothpaste, dental floss (already
met that goal), and shaving gel. Our goal is to
collect 30 each of these toiletry items. We have
six volunteers signed up to attend and help with
the luncheon....there may be a possibility to add a
few more interested volunteers. We can also use
grocery store gift cards to use as raffle prizes at
the lunch.

Congratulations
on Your
Wedding Anniversary
Doug & Patty Lisotto
Heidi & Gary Geroux
Sam & Sage Dyer
John & Penny Pestle
Cynthia & Peter Dean
Ray & Kelly Frieders

10/04
10/09
10/10
10/11
10/16
10/17

For additional information or questions please
contact Dale Jones (360-694-7353) or Rex
Crouse (520-609-3639).
Stewardship Message
Wife Nancy and I are planning for our fall return
to Sahuarita, and I’m starting to refocus my
thoughts on The Good Shepherd and its Christian
involvement in the Santa Cruz Valley. Considering Nancy's and my support for the mission and
activities of our church, have we personally been

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.
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faithful to the pledge of financial commitment we
made this past January? Have we considered the
other financial ways we can assist our church, our
denomination and our community? Have we considered the special appeals that come time-totime - expressions of unplanned need? Have we
been unabashedly generous? What say you?

BookWorms

Bookworms, the women's evening
book group, will discuss Little Fires
Everywhere, by Celeste Ng, on Monday, Oct. 15. Monday, Nov. 19, our book will be
The Book of Unknown Americans, by Cristina
Henriquez. Monday, Dec. 17, our book will be
Cafe by the Sea, by Jenny Colgan. We regularly
meet on the third Monday of the month, 7 p.m.,
in the Lantana Room on the third floor of La
Vista at La Posada. For more information, contact Sandra Rooney, srooney8@cox.net or 6484264.

This year’s UCC stewardship theme comes from
the Book of the Prophet Micah, who writing in
the 8th Century BCE, asked, "What shall I bring
to the Lord, the God of heaven, when I come to
worship him?" (Micah 6:6-8). Part of his answer
was "...to live in humble fellowship with our
God." So, how do we do that? I'll argue that stewardship - the giving of our time, talents, and
treasure, constitutes a portion of OUR answer. As
this stewardship season unfolds, culminating in
our Celebration Sunday in January, please start
to give your consideration as to how you will answer Micah's question.

Capital Campaign Corner
r
o
o
m

For your Stewardship Team,

f
o
r

STEPHEN MINISTRY TRAINING
Winter 2019

t
h
e

Do you have a caring heart? Give a gift of yourself
by becoming a Stephen Minister. Your three Stephen Leaders – Judy Holcomb, Lyn Nowakowski,
and Linda Redfield – invite you to consider joining our training sessions that will be held in January and February. We have evaluated the program and plan to edit the materials so we can accomplish training in fewer sessions.

f
u
t
u
r
e

We have people who need companions who will
listen carefully to their needs and concerns.
Some are recovering from illnesses or surgeries,
some are facing terminal diagnoses. Others are
house bound and get quite lonely. Your training
will sharpen your listening and questioning skills,
plus provide information about community resources that can help meet the needs of the Care
Receivers.

The sanctuary purchased and installed new
projectors which greatly improved the worship experience. We continue to move forward with beautification of our sanctuary. Keep an eye out for continued improvements in the sanctuary including
lighting and window coverings. Pastor
Randy is working on enhancements to the
patio.
Our Capital Campaign has been very successful and is now winding down. Thank
you all for your generous support of our
expansion and improvements.
Bonnie Sondrol

Women's Fellowship
Welcome Back Luncheon
Wednesday, November 14 at Noon
All women of The Good Shepherd are welcome! Watch for details and signup sheet in
your email newsletters and bulletins.

Applications and information will be available at
the kiosk under the red umbrella in the narthex.
Judy Holcomb

During September, The Good Shepherd received donations of $310.49 for our capital
campaign—Room for the Future. We have
a balance of $69,457.59 in the account.
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Javarita Coffeehouse: 18th Annual Concert Series
The Javarita Coffeehouse Concert Series is the best kept secret and bargain in the
Santa Cruz Valley. Held one Friday each month, starting at 7pm at The Good Shepherd UCC (17750 S. La Canada in Sahuarita). Tickets can be purchased on the night
of the concert, at the door for $10 to $20 (depending on the show), or, a season pass
can be purchased for $70.00 per person for all 8 shows. This is an all-volunteer organization and a ministry of The Good Shepherd UCC dedicated to supporting and
enjoying live roots, acoustic music. Questions? Contact Randy Mayer at 625-1375.
Oct 12: Katia Cardenal. Katia is arguably the most prominent female musician in
Nicaraguan history. Accompanied by her daughter Nina, they will sing
uplifting songs of compassion, ecology and social justice. Katia's music reminds us that love and beauty are not only possible but essential
for survival. Tix $10
Nov 9: Sparky and Rhonda Rucker are seasoned performers that are sure to deliver an uplifting presentation
of toe-tapping music spiced with humor, history, and tall tales. Their
music includes a variety of old-time blues, slave songs, Appalachian music, spirituals, ballads, work songs, Civil War music, railroad songs, and
a few of their own original compositions. www.sparkyandrhonda.com
Tix $10

Dec 14: Mariachi Christmas with Cielo de Mexico. In
Arizona there is no better way to get into the Christmas Spirit
than to experience a Mariachi group singing Feliz Navidad and
traditional Posada music. Cielo de Mexico is Southern
Arizona’s premier mariachi group with breathtaking arrangements and one of a kind vocalization, truly the next generation
in mariachi evolution. Tix $10
Jan 18: Tish Hinojosa Trio. Critics and audiences have long sung the
praises of Tish Hinojosa. In at least two languages. An appealing yet
eclectic singer/songwriter, she has forged a unique and admirable style located somewhere between her Mexican roots, Texas upbringing, and her years
as a Nashville tunesmith. http://www.mundotish.com Tix $15
Jan 19: Common Ground on the Border Community Concert. Enjoy a variety of performances from staff and students that have created the
Common Ground community. Expect everything from drumming, the blues, country, old time, Mariachi –you name it—it will happen.
A great conclusion to an amazing week. Tix $10
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Javarita Coffeehouse: 18th Annual Concert Series
Feb 8: Tommy and Saundra O’Sullivan. Acclaimed as "one of the
great contemporary folk voices of Ireland" and "a stellar guitarist",
Tommy O'Sullivan and his wife Saundra have become one of the best
examples of what Irish folk should be. They hail from Dingle, Ireland
and own O’Sullivan’s Courthouse Pub, considered Ireland’s best traditional music pub, according to National Geographic, TripAdvisor,
and Rick Steves. www.tommyandsaundra.com Tix $10
Mar 8: Amber Norgaard, Sabra Faulk & Friends. Singer and songwriters
Amber and Sabra will bring a whole lot of music to the room as they take us
on a musical journey that will show us the best of the blues, folk, country
and rock. www.ambernorgaard.com Tix $10

April 12: Pablo Peregrina will pack a whole lot of musical diversity into his
show as he mixes things up from cumbias, salsa, cha-chas, original songs and
of course rock and roll. Pablo is a bicultural, songwriting troubadour and humanitarian, well known for his passion and commitment to the migrant movement. www.tedxtucson.com Tix $10
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, August 21, 2018, 7:00 pm
Present: Judy Bischoff, Leslie DeGrassi, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer, Sam Dyer, Terry Linthicum
Absent: Dennis St. John, Rex Crouse
Visiting: Tom Wilsted
The meeting was called to order at 7:15 pm.
1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer
2. Personnel Policies Update: Tom Wilsted
 Nancy provided comments and edits for all the job descriptions that Judy had sent to the Team. Judy sent the comments on to Tom.
 Next steps: Randy will distribute them to staff members for their individual review. Staff self-evaluations and goal setting will follow.
 The evaluation cycle might start in August beginning in 2019.
3. Minutes of Last Meeting: Leslie DeGrassi
MOTION: (Sam/Nancy) The minutes of the June 19, 2018, meeting were approved as corrected.
4. Treasurer’s Monthly Report: Sam Dyer
July was another good month. We recorded 100% in income and slightly below this in expenses.
5. Facilities: Ter r y Linthicum
 There is a roof leak over the water heater in the Altar Room, which appears to be where the AC base seals to roof. An estimate for
repair is forthcoming.
 Ongoing problems and necessary near future repairs ($500) to the two-door refrigerator in kitchen have convinced Terry that we
look at the purchase of a new refrigerator of the same general size and appearance.
MOTION (Sam/Judy): A motion was made and seconded to purchase a new refrigerator to replace the ailing one. We have
$2900 budgeted for long term repairs. The motion passed.
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There are leaks in the Irrigation system to columbarium and trees to the west, due to interference from pine tree roots. This zone is currently shut off. Terry is currently investigating other solutions with our own labor that would ensure watering of the columbarium
plants and trees north of the old classrooms using the water storage system for around $200.
 Terry is planning to form a committee to look at the total direction of our landscaping efforts.
 Water backup onto patio from swale between main building and library. Simple trenching might suffice, but adding drainage
would be more permanent.
MOTION: (Leslie/Sam) A motion was made to spend up to $300 from the maintenance budget on a drainage solution The motion passed.
 Contracted landscape maintenance: the weeds in the city’s right-of way negate much of our efforts to establish any appearance of
weed control. Terry has called the Town with no results to date.
 The purchase of a walk-behind string trimmer for under $300 to could be a solution.
6. Programs: Dennis St. J ohn
No report due to Dennis’s absence.
7. Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGr assi
 Leslie submitted the SFB’s plan for purchasing and installing an additional storage unit, and its request for approval by the Administrative Team.
 A grant request has been submitted to the Association of Arizona Food Banks (Fresh Produce Fund) for funding of said storage
unit.
 Terry presented a “site plan” developed by Ken Woodward. There are several different suggestions mostly to do with curb appeal
once they are awarded the grant.
 Two sites were discussed by the group: 1) next to the existing coolers, or 2) behind the fence near the trailer storage area. A decision will be made after the grant is received.
MOTION: A motion was made to approve the Sahuarita Food Bank’s acquisition and placement of a metal container for additional equipment storage.
8. Updates: Judy Bischoff
*Church Security
 A representative from the Sahuarita Police Department will meet with the Security Team on September 7.
 For security reasons, the door into the reading room should have a window.
MOTION: (Terry/Leslie) A motion was made to install a new door with a window for the reading room. The motion passed.
 A purchase of walkie-talkies for communication between the classroom area and the church was discussed. Judy will get an example of emergency guidelines from another high-security church.
 A checklist for the last person to leave the building will be drafted soon, and the Admin Team will review it.
 It was suggested that there should be some accountability from outside groups with a checklist. Randy reported that keys are the
main issue, since people often don’t put them back in the lockbox right after using them, or even take them home.
9. Other
There will be a celebration of Randy’s (and the church’s!) 20th anniversary at both worship services on a date in November TBD.
10. Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer
 TGS will host the Southwest Conference’s “Faithful Witness at the Border” August 26-31. Many national UCC notables will be
attending.
 In addition, there will be a memorial service and a concert that week.
 New assistant Edwin Andrade did a good job at his first worship service. He is also working on the equipment to videotape worship
services.
 Education slot still not filled.
 We are seeing a lot of new people at worship recently!
The meeting adjourned at 8:12 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary

The Good Shepherd Estate Sales team is scheduling sales for Fall
and Winter. Please take a flyer in the narthex and alert your
friends or neighbors needing sales. Our proceeds help support
church missions and local charities. For information, call Barbara
8
Hodges, 520-260-6101.
To join our volunteers, email Mary at:
mchapman15@cox.net We want YOU!

