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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.

Remember to VOTE!
Voting affirms the dignity and worth of our common
humanity. It sustains the conviction that your word
and mine have no less weight than the voices of the
rich and famous. To cast a ballot is to make a statement of faith.
So after voting, take time to think about this: I am
thankful for all Americans who risked their lives defending my sacred right and duty to vote. Then imagine the signing of the Declaration of Independence,
the signing of the Constitution. Imagine the joy of
women when they won their long fight for the vote.
Imagine civil rights activists registering voters under
threats from the KKK. Imagine the diversity of people voting in this country and commit yourself to help
maintain that diversity.

Alternative Gift Fair 2018
Yes, it’s that time again. The Mission, Service and
Justice Team has selected 6 gift participants from
which you may choose. They include:
Probigua Scholarship Fund
YOTO (Youth on Their Own)
The Leon Holmstrom Pre-School
Habitat for Humanity
Clean Water for Nicaragua
Kino Border Initiative
You will have the opportunity to learn more about
these organizations at our Alternative Gift Fairs that
will be set up in the Fellowship Hall between services







on November 18th, December 2nd and December 9th.
There will be materials and a certificate that you can
provide your recipients. Also, the forum on December 9th will be on the Kino Border Initiative.
Please join us in supporting these worthy causes.

Women's Fellowship

Welcome Back Luncheon
Tuesday, November 13 at Noon
All women of The Good Shepherd are welcome!
Please bring a salad or dessert to share. Watch for
signup sheet in the narthex. (Please note correction
of date)
We will have a speaker from Youth On Their Own to
explain the organization. Youth On Their Own
(YOTO) supports the high school graduation of
homeless, abandoned youth in grades 6-12 who are
enrolled in a public, private, charter, or alternative
school in Pima County.

Yes! Thanksgiving Dinner at Church
Gather with your Good Shepherd friends for a
scrumptious meal and good fellowship. Bring a dish
to pass if you’re able. Turkey and basics will be provided.
Watch your email and Sunday Bulletins for details.
Sign up soon in the narthex.

Stewardship Message

The Good Shepherd
United Church of Christ

“Celebrating the offering is a spiritual act of worship
every believer can actively participate in each week.
Giving becomes a celebration when the believer discovers the joy of generosity, which grows out of God’s
grace.” - Melvin Amerson, Celebrating the Offering

Senior Minister: Rev. Randy J. Mayer
Assistant Minister: Edwin Andrade
Director of Faith Formation for Children:
Anahi Herrera
CWS Immigration Organizer: Rev. Noel Andersen
Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money:
Nancy Ackley
Member of Discernment: Rebecca McElfresh
Music Director & Coordinators: Jeff Vanderlee
Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen
Pianist: Kay Jean Moore
Custodian: Severo Rivas
Administrator: Amy Dillemuth
Newsletter Editor: Mary Chapman

Our UCC Stewardship theme for 2018-19 is “What
Shall We Bring? “ Rick and I begin our thoughts on
this question with some soul searching about our relationship with our God, our church and our community. What shall we bring? What gives us joy?
Our time, which is a gift from God, is a matter of stewardship. Our gifts and talents are also received from
God. Again, how we use them is a matter of stewardship. We may think that we own them but when we
acknowledge they are all gifts from God we can see
that our financial resources too come as a result of
these gifts. So our resources: how we earn it, how we
save it, spend it or give it away are questions of our
relationship with God and how we choose to celebrate
it!

Newsletter Helpers:
Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Henriquez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead,
Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier,
Carrie Scheufler and Kathy Zweig

As God’s stewards we have three responsibilities:

Executive Committee
Moderator: Judy Bischoff
Moderator elect: Rex Crouse
Treasurer: Sam Dyer
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi

*To receive joyfully and with thanksgiving the many
gifts that God showers upon us.
*To take good care of what we have received and manage them wisely for our own good and for the good of
others.

Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius

*To share with others out of gratitude.
In conclusion, we are meant to discover the joy in giving to God the “first fruits”, not what is left over at the
end of the month. It should not be about our budget or
even the church’s budget. It is about celebrating what
God has done for us!

Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team: Mary Wilsted
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:

From your Stewardship Team
Pamela Irvin

Newsletter Deadline
DECEMBER ISSUE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 21
Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net
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Taizé
Taizé got off to a good start despite an
ongoing battle with dying microphone
batteries. Still, twenty-two of us began the season with
the meaningful songs of Taizé and the warmth of being together. Folks see the banner and ask about Taizé
so maybe you're the one to tell them. (There are always brochures on the songbook table and at the kiosk.) Please join us on November 14 at 5:00 as we enter the season of Thanksgiving.

Welcome Our New Members
June Newton has lived in Portland, OR and the Seattle, WA area before moving to Green Valley. She
lives in Townhouses IV. Her career has been in education, primarily as a junior high vice-principal. She
“plays at” golf and really enjoys it. Even before joining
The Good Shepherd, June has been active in church
activities. She is involved in the Estate Sales group in
the kitchen section and is a member of the Extravagant Welcoming and Inclusion Committee.
Barb Hunsinger lived in Seattle for 37 years before
moving to Quail Creek, where she has lived for 1-1/2
years. She is active in many activities in her community. Barb was a realtor while in the Seattle area. She
has two grown children. Danny lives in Seattle, and
Kelsey lives in San Jose. Barb’s father lives in Tucson.
He is 93 years old and she is very happy to be so close
to him.
Paula Welch and Mitzi Eilts (or Welch-Eilts is
ok too). Our families have begun to call us the restless souls. Since moving from the East Coast six years
ago, we have lived in several places in Northern California and a year ago moved here to the Sonoran desert, Green Valley, AZ. We have long shared a penchant for the Southwest. Married almost 20 years, we
grew up on opposite coasts of the USA. Paula in a Roman Catholic, Irish family of 8 siblings. Mitzi from a
mixed European, protestant family of 4 siblings. Professionally each of us have served in multiple executive, management settings. Paula mostly in Higher
Education, construction and facilities. Mitzi in nonprofit and ministerial leadership. Music, Nature, justice advocacy, compassionate care and diverse theological worship communities are the foundations for
our faith. Never intending to be troublemakers—just
seeking kindness, inclusivity, fairness and enjoying
life, we are sometimes identified as such. Fools for
Christ (or as we might name it—a loving divinity!) We
are Glad to be here at Good Shepherd UCC.
Javarita Coffeehouse
Presents
Sparky and Rhonda Rucker Friday, Nov. 9th at 7:00pm at The
Good Shepherd.
Sparky and Rhonda are seasoned performers that are
sure to deliver an uplifting presentation of toetapping music spiced with humor, history, and tall
tales. Their music includes a variety of old-time blues,
slave songs, Appalachian music, spirituals, ballads,
work songs, Civil War music, railroad songs, and a
few of their own original compositions.
www.sparkyandrhonda.com Tix $10--—Season tickets can be purchased for $60 this month.

POZ Café
Update
The POZ Cafe Thursday October 18 was a huge success. Thanks to The Good
Shepherd community for their generosity in donations, money and time. We provided all needed toiletries, bleach, paper products and volunteers! It is a
very rewarding and satisfying experience to welcome,
visit, assist and converse with Care Clients that attend
the luncheon.
Special thanks to volunteers helping during the
day: Heidi Geroux, Thomas and Cheryl Boyles, Dave
Perry and Marge Holmstrom.
We hope to keep our support for TIHAN throughout
the year. Toiletry and paper products are always
needed at the TIHAN office. The donation boxes will
be in the narthex continuously throughout the
year. We have quarterly meetings with other faith
communities and can deliver items as they are donated and collected. In addition to those items we collected for this year’s lunch there is also a year around
need for deodorant, shampoo, dish washing detergent, bath soap, personal feminine items and laundry
detergent.
The generosity from our congregation this year leaves
us with a small amount of money as seed money for
next year’s October lunch!
Thank you all for your thoughts, care, participation
and concern for this project of The Good Shepherd.
Rex Crouse

Dale Jones

Stephen Ministry Update
The greatest gift you can give is your time.
Consider becoming a Stephen Minister. The mission
of the Stephen Ministry program is to train caring listeners who will meet one-on-one with a person on a
weekly basis. We hold training classes every other
year so this is the year to train a new group of Stephen
Ministers! Sessions will teach listening skills, understanding emotions, boundaries, spiritual needs, confidentiality and issues related to aging through lecture
and role playing. These skills will prepare you for your
time with a care receiver as well as enhancing your
other relationships with friends and family.
3 We need both men and women because assignments

as a Stephen Minister are made by same gender to

BookWorms

encourage the greatest level of sharing and confidentiality.

Bookworms. Monday, Nov. 19, 7 p.m., the
women's evening book group will discuss The
Book of Unknown Americans, by Cristina Henriquez.
Monday, Dec. 17, our book will be Cafe by the Sea, by
Jenny Colgan.

If you would like to sign up for the training or need
more information about becoming a Stephen Minister, please talk to Pastor Randy or our Stephen Leaders, Linda Redfield (520-262-2801), Judy Holcomb
(608-214-6832) or Lyn Nowakowski (608-332-9479).
Information brochures and applications are at the kiosk in the entry of the church.

We regularly meet at 7 pm on the third Monday of the
month, in the Lantana Room on the third floor of La
Vista, at La Posada. For more information, contact
Sandra Rooney, srooney8@cox.net or 648-4264.

Best Wishes for a

Garden and Planet

Happy Birthday!
Marilyn Townley
Ken Woodward
Connie Coles
Taylor Carroll
Paul Chaffee
Jan Diers
Kelly Frieders
Kay Kennard
Anita Landess
Sam McElwaine
Clare Renoux
Bill Cochran
Ruth Holter
Bill Kinkead
Ruthanna Higley
Sandy Lindahl
Sue Gillett
Anna Dethmers
Suzanne Schinkel
Dick Setter
Colleen Bockman
Donna Worland
Stan Holdeman

11/01
11/02
11/03
11/04
11/06
11/06
11/07
11/08
11/08
11/09
11/12
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/23
11/28
11/30
11/30

There may be places in the world where crop irrigation is easy and inexpensive, but here in the desert is
not one of them! During a really hot spell this last
summer, water to the garden was turned off, I think
because of a leak in the system and by the time Sam
McElwaine, the summer Food bank and garden worker noticed the problem, it was too late for the garlic
and onions to be saved. The grapefruit and orange
trees are also not faring well but the other three fruit
trees are still healthy, perhaps having deeper roots.
This happened because we do not have in place a
“Leak and Tree Health Team” for the summer when
the need is greatest. After thinking about it a bit and
speaking with Sam and others , I believe it is a pragmatic decision to not plant this year any plants that
require summer harvesting like the garlic and onions
planted in previous years. For now we will plant lettuces that can be placed in the raised planter that will
be harvested before we leave for Michigan in early
May.
Looking at the long view, it makes sense to me to
phase out the garden, especially since it would require a new entrance and path to accommodate the
new Food Bank building. We still have trees to watch
over and ideally feed regularly for food production.
Our garden, in reality produces only a tiny bit of what
the Food Bank requires for its clients. These are our
thoughts at this time, but we are open to hearing other people’s ideas. Please email Mike at
mike2rose52@yahoo.com or Lois at
lois.rose55@yahoo.com or call 520-310-5200.

Congratulations on Your
Anniversary

Ann & Warren Nechodom
Connie & John Aglione
Rick & Joan Ernst
Chris & Jessica Thomas
Donn & Ruthanna Higley
Paul & Gail Chaffee

11/04
11/06
11/19
11/19
11/26
11/28

We will be trying in the future to organize some water
and tree watchers who are here in the summer to
watch over trees and fix minor leaks. This job isn't
hard, requires observation and minor plumbing skills
which are not difficult.
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Lois and Mike Rose

Multi-Generational Mission Trip to Los Mochis, Mexico, March 19th-25th

Over the years the Good Shepherd has developed a strong relationship with the Congregational Church in Los
Mochis. In fact our youth group has gone there three times, an adult group went there once about 12 years ago,
and we also hosted a group from Los Mochis a few years back. So it only seems right that we take another group
down that wonderful church this winter.
I have been in conversation with Pastor Domingo Guerrero and lay member Hussein Munoz about bringing a
group to Los Mochis March 19 th through the 25 th. We would either rent a 15 passenger van or take the bus,
(Some might choose to drive their own vehicles.) It is about a 10 hour drive. We would stay at a local hotel that
is just about 3 or 4 blocks from the church. We would engage in some mission work that the church is involved
with as well as some painting, clean up, etc. We would also participate in some cultural activities, and of course
we would eat some great seafood and spend time at the ocean. The cost would be reasonable.

Save the Dates, March 15, 16, 17, 2019
A Women’s Retreat: Celebrating Sophia
Mark your calendar to take time out to restore, rediscover & awaken the wisdom of your true self at the
historic Kenyon Ranch outside Tubac, Arizona.
Enjoy comfortable housing, a pool, art studio, six meals and highly experienced retreat facilitators Carol
St. John, Rebecca Mc Elfresh, and Gail Frank who will lead you in journal writing, art activities, storytelling, meditations and sharing. This weekend is designed to provide participants with comfort, camaraderie
and private time to inspire mindfulness and evoke playful spirits as we encounter the divine feminine
within.
More details coming during November. Print the flyer at the end of this web newsletter.
Gail Frank

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ

Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, September 18, 2018, 7:00 p.m.
Present: Judy Bischoff, Leslie DeGrassi, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer, Sam Dyer, Terry Linthicum, Dennis St. John, Rex Crouse
The meeting was called to order at 6:50 p.m.
1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer
2. Minutes of the last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi
MOTION: (Dennis/Nancy) The minutes of the August 21, 2018, meeting were approved as corrected.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer
The budget fell short $1000 on income in August, but $4000 less in expenses. The year-to-date budget vs. actual is up $19, 000.
September is historically our last slow month.
4. Facilities: Terry Linthicum
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It was discovered during the summer that a roof leak exists between the air conditioner and the platform it sits upon. It will be repaired
in mid-October and will take a business week. The work will begin on a Monday. The estimated cost is $2000.

To correct faulty irrigation to the Columbarium, a timer was installed on a nearby faucet instead of at the main valve.
Now completed is a drainage project to prevent water backup onto the patio from swale between the main building and library.
The city apparently reacted to Terry’s request to mow the weeds on their right of way in front of the church.
The ailing kitchen refrigerator will be replaced rather than repairing it frequently. Terry has researched various models that are similar
in size to the current one. Terry obtained quotes and made a recommendation. A MOTION (Dennis/Sam) was made to purchase a
new refrigerator at a cost of $3019.
The landscape committee is waiting for some winter visitors to return before it gets going. A long-term planning assessment was recommended, and it was suggested that we consult our various vendors for their recommendations and costs. Judy suggested that the
committee members each work with a vendor, and that the assessment be finished in March.
5. Program: Dennis St. John
The Adult Forums will begin on October 2.
Susie Sanders and Dale Jones will organize the alternative gift fair.
Ed Hunt will organize “getting to know the staff” presentations for four Sundays beginning in October.
6. Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGrassi
A grant request has been submitted to the Association of Arizona Food Banks (Fresh Produce Fund) for funding of the much-needed
storage unit, that was approved by the Admin Team earlier this summer.
The board expressed its gratitude for support of the storage unit. They prefer to use the spot next to the other coolers. No concrete
pad is needed.
The number of volunteers getting a bit thin recently.
7. Updates: Judy Bischoff
Church Security
✴A window in the door of the children’s room will be installed soon. The security team is to meet with Sgt. Blevins of the Sahuarita Police Department who is also a pastor of a Vail church. His security team will meet with our team to share what they do.
Also scheduled was a walk-around with Corporal Petty of the SPD at 2:00 on September 20.
✴Walkie talkies have arrived for communicating among the church buildings. The food bank will also use them for security purposes. The security team will figure out how to use them and will provide procedures and training.
8. Other
It was proposed that we create guidelines and procedures for users of our building.
It would be helpful if the congregation were encouraged to sign up for refreshments at fellowship hour until Amigos groups get into
full swing.
It was suggested that we have a lead usher to recruit ushers for worship services. Creative thinking is needed!
Rex requested a cash safety net from church for the upcoming TIHAN event, plus a budget for the future. Mission Outreach may be
able to help with that.
9. Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer
New hires are Edwin Andrade, youth minister and assistant pastor; and Anahi Herrera, who will take charge of the Church School.
Faithful Witness at the Border, hosted by TGS was attended by over 100 faith leaders from all over the country. Several national UCC
news stories were published about the event.
The drum set used in the second service has found a permanent home and cover in the front of the sanctuary.
The Javarita Coffeehouse schedule has been published in print form.
A meeting for those interested in supporting our asylum families will take place on August 23 at 10:15. Randy will travel to Juarez, October 21-22, and to Wisconsin, November 2-4.
About 130 refugees are spending days and nights at the border crossing since the government has reduced processing drastically.
Randy and others have delivered toiletries, towels, clothing.
Projectors have been purchased for the sanctuary.
A program from the Southern Poverty Law Center on Hate Groups will take place at TGS November 30 and December 1.
A “Called to Care” Training, a UCC resource for lay caregivers is scheduled for December 7-8, also at TGS.
10. Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
The meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary
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Celebrating Sophia:
A Woman’s Retreat
Mark your calendar to take time out and restore,
rediscover & awaken the wisdom of your true self.

March 15th -17th 2019
What: A weekend of comfort, camaraderie and private
time, designed to inspire mindfulness and evoke playful spirits, as we encounter the divine feminine within.

Where: At the historic Kenyon Ranch
outside Tubac, Arizona, set in a valley
surrounded with mountains and offering comfortable housing, a pool, art studio, six meals and a 360
degree vista.

Who: Highly experienced retreat facilitators
from across the country lead thought
provoking journal writing, art activities,
storytelling, meditations and sharing.

Details coming in November!
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