
 

Advent and Christmas at The Good Shepherd 

Calm and Bright: 200th Anniversary of Silent Night 

Another Spring, Summer and Fall have passed us by and we sit once again on the threshold of another 
holiday season.  If you close your eyes and tap your heels together three times it will be Christmas be-
fore you know it.  But then you would miss all of the waiting and watching, the planning and preparing.  
Half the fun of this important season is the lingering and meditating, the slow preparation of our hearts 
and minds for the arrival of the Christ Child.  This Advent Season we will be celebrating the 200th Anni-
versary of Silent Night in a Series called: Calm and Bright.  Below you will find multiple opportunities 
for us to center ourselves in the beauty of this season at The Good Shepherd.  Services on Sunday 
Mornings are at 9:00 am and 11:15 am, unless otherwise noted. 

  

Dec 2 Sleep in Peace—PEACE                    Lk 2:6, Mt 19:13-15  

Dec 9 Glories Streams—JOY                         Ps 86:9-11, Lk 2:8-20  

Dec 12 
          5:00 pm 

 
Taizé Worship  

Dec 14 
          7:00 pm 

 
Mariachi Christmas with Cielo de Mexico  

Dec 16 
 

Redeeming Grace—LOVE                John 1:1-18  

Dec 16 
          7:00 pm 

 
A Service of Lessons and Carols presented by The Good Shepherd Choir  

Dec 23 Let Us Sing—HOPE                             Is 9:6,  Mt 2:1-12  

Dec 24 Christmas Eve---Calm and Bright   

      6:00 pm A family Christmas Service with carols, contemporary music and participation of our 
children and youth 

      8:00 pm Carols, Candles and Communion, a Traditional Christmas Eve Service 

Dec 30 Christ Is Born                              Rev. 21:1-6  

Good News from 

The Good Shepherd 
United Church of Christ 

17750 S. La Canada Road 

Sahuarita AZ 85629 

520-625-1375 

Fax:  520-625-7230 

E-mail: seeyou@thegoodshepherducc.org 
http://www.TheGoodShepherdUCC.org  December 2018 

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
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The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 

Assistant Minister:  Edwin Andrade 
Director of Faith Formation for Children:  

Anahi Herrera 
CWS Immigration Organizer:  Rev. Noel Andersen 

Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money: 
Nancy Ackley 

Member in Discernment: Rebecca McElfresh 
Music Director & Coordinators:   Jeff Vanderlee 

Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen  
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen 
Pianist:   Kay Jean Moore      
Custodian:  Severo Rivas 

Administrator:  Amy Dillemuth 
Newsletter Editor:   Mary Chapman 

 
Newsletter Helpers: 

Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Hen-
riquez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead, 
Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier, 

Carrie Scheufler and Kathy Zweig 

 
Executive Committee 

Moderator:  Judy Bischoff 
Moderator elect:  Rex Crouse 

Treasurer:  Sam Dyer 
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi 

 
Administrative Area Facilitators 

Facilities:  Terry Linthicum 
Finance:  Nancy Bowen 

Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 
 

Program Area Facilitators 
Welcome and Inclusion Team:  Mary Wilsted 

Intentional Caring Team:  Linda Redfield 
Mission Service and Justice Team:   

Newsletter Deadline  
JANUARY ISSUE 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER  19 
 

Send items to Mary Chapman at 
mchapman15@cox.net 

Stewardship Message 
 

Fellow Members and Friends of The Good Shep-
herd, 
 
As you’ve heard through this Stewardship season, 
our theme this year comes from the Book of Mi-
cah, a Seventh Century BCE prophet of ancient 
Judah. Micah asked the prophetic questions – 
“With what shall I come before the Lord? And 
what does the Lord require of me – and you?” 
And he answered these questions quite simply, 
“To act justly and to love mercy, and to walk hum-
bly with our God.” 
 
So? What has this to do with financial steward-
ship? Well, I think acting justly and loving mercy 
has a lot to do with who we are as a congregation 
of The Good Shepherd. So? How do we do that? 
Well, I think supporting the programs, missions, 
and ministry of our church is what it’s all about. 
And in our modern world, for better or worse, 
that takes MONEY. So, we’ve finally gotten to fi-
nancial stewardship! 
 
Over one-quarter of our church budget is dedicat-
ed toward local and global outreach. Approxi-
mately 20% of our total operating budget is asso-
ciated with Faith Formation and Christian Educa-
tion. Pastoral and congregational care? Almost 
20%. I truly believe mission, programs, and ser-
vice are the ‘heart & soul’ of our beloved church as 
we apply a 21st Century answer to Micah’s age-old 
questions. 
 
Sunday January 20th we will consecrate our 
pledges and gifts toward God’s work here at The 
Good Shepherd. The ‘average’ annual pledge this 
past year was near $2,100. Some can afford more. 
Others less. Regardless, during this season of fi-
nancial stewardship, please prayerfully consider 
how YOU will answer Micah’s questions.  
 
For your Stewardship Team, 
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Javarita Coffeehouse 

Presents 

Mariachi Christmas with Cielo de Mexico 

December 14th, 7:00pm  
 

In Arizona there is no better way to get into the 
Christmas Spirit than to experience a Mariachi 
group singing Feliz Navidad and traditional Po-
sada music.  Cielo de Mexico is a Southern Arizo-
na’s premier mariachi group with breathtaking 
arrangements and one of a kind vocalization, tru-
ly the next generation in mariachi evolution.  Be 
sure and invite your neighbors and friends ---we 
will be serving Mexican Hot Chocolate and “Pan 
Dulce” (Sweet Bread). Tix $10    
 
 
 

The Christmas Fund Collection on Sunday, 

December 23 
 
You have the opportunity to be a part of this min-
istry that cares for the active and retired clergy 
and lay employees of the United Church of Christ 
through your participation in this year's Christ-
mas Fund Offering.  Your gift to the Christmas 
Fund will not only assist pastors, but also provide 
for the Supplementation of Small Annuities, Sup-
plementation of Health Premiums, Emergency 
Grants, and Christmas “Thank You” Gift Checks 
to lower-income retirees.  Your gifts are needed 
more than ever to help the growing number of 
retirees whose low-income annuities make it dif-
ficult to meet increasing living costs.  This is your 
opportunity to participate in God's promise of 
renewal by enabling this ministry of compassion 
and care. 

Alternative Gift Fair 2018 
 
Yes, it’s that time again.  The Mission, Service and 
Justice Team has selected six organizations  from 
which you may choose as you consider alternative 
giving.  They include: 
 
1. Probigua Scholarship Fund 
2. YOTO (Youth on Their Own) 
3. The Leon Holmstrom Pre-School 
4. Habitat for Humanity 
5. Clean Water for Nicaragua 
6. Kino Border Initiative 
 
You will have the opportunity to learn more about 
these organizations at our Alternative Gift Fairs 
that will be set up in the Fellowship Hall during 
coffee hour after services on  December 2nd and 
December 9th.   Please join us in supporting these 
worthy causes. 

Advent at the  

Sahuarita Food Bank 
 

You can help fight hunger right here in your own 
church by simply donating an item you see on the  
enclosed calendar (p. 11) each day or any day. 
Contributions go directly to the Sahuarita Food 
Bank for families not as fortunate as we are. 
 
Each day or on Sunday you add an item or items 
to the box.  The donations will be donated to the 
Sahuarita Food Bank for our families that are not 
as fortunate as we. You can also find the flyer as a 
reminder of the items needed each day during 
Advent in the narthex on the table.  Your cash 
donations are always welcome. 
 
Please give what you can. Your generosity will 
truly make a difference and be a blessing in the 
lives of your neighbors, many who struggle every 
week to put food on the table for their families.  If 
you have any questions, please contact Barb 
Hunt at 520.648.3424 or email 
barbhunt11@hotmail.com    
Thank you for caring!! 

mailto:barbhunt11@hotmail.com
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If you have not seen your special day (birthday/
anniversary) in the newsletter, please contact 
Amy if you would like to update your record. 

  Congratulations on Your  

Anniversary 

 
 

Bill & Marge Kinkead  12/03 

Steve & Sally Culler   12/09 

Bernie & Kendra Kuehn  12/23 

 

    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

 

Myrna Simon    12/01 

Kay Moore    12/02 

Patty Lisotto    12/02 

Jan Segraves    12/08 

Beverly Myers    12/10 

Dawna Thomas   12/12 

Mark Sanders    12/12 

Peggy Poulin    12/12 

Shirley Heaphy   12/13 

Michael Plotnik   12/17 

Rozanne Plotnik   12/19 

Larry Menefee    12/22 

Noell Reinhiller   12/25 

Billy Kidd    12/25 

Diane Royce    12/30 

Richard Mayer   12/31 

          BookWorms 

Bookworms, the women's evening book 
group, will meet Monday, Dec. 17, 7 p.m.  Our 
book will be Cafe by the Sea, by Jenny Colgan.  
We meet in the Lantana Room on the third floor 
of La Vista, at La Posada.  For more information, 
contact Sandra Rooney, srooney8@cox.net, or 
648-4264.  

Rebecca McElfresh 

Member in Discernment 
 

Rebecca McElfresh, a Member in Discernment 
here at The Good Shepherd, will continue to be 
mentored this year in several ways.  Members in 
Discernment seeking ordination are under the 
care of their local church discernment team as 
well as the Committee on Ministry of their Con-
ference. This year she will be preaching every 
other month and will have various roles in wor-
ship at both services throughout the year.  She 
will continue to work with Common Ground on 
the Border in January and will be leading a re-
treat for women in March with Gail Frank and 
Carol St. John.  Additionally, she will be complet-
ing a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education. This  
will provide her with experiences with pastoral 
care under the supervision of Clinical Care Chap-
lains located in Phoenix.  Her practical experienc-
es will be completed at The Good Shepherd where 
she will be visiting those in the hospital, those re-
covering at home, assisting with those in crisis,   
and other pastoral care needs. Should you wish to 
work with her in one of these ways, please contact 
her at (440) 376-6651. 

¡Hola Amigos!   
 

Time to dust off your Spanish books 
and sharpen your pencil. Join us for 

Spanish classes, Mondays and Wednesdays, 
9:30am-noon, Jan. 14th through Feb. 13th. 
 
Five classes will be offered again this year: Span-
ish I (beginning), Spanish II (intermediate), 
Transition to Conversation, Conversation I, and 
Conversation II.  Transition to Conversation, is 
for practical use of the vocabulary & verb tenses 
learned in Spanish II. Conversation I and II are in 
Spanish only. 
 
The cost stays at $50, with $25 going towards 
scholarships for Guatemalan students in Antigua, 
Guatemala.  Sign up sheets are posted on the bul-
letin board in the narthex. 
 
Let your friends & neighbors know about these 
fun classes.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Judy Bischoff or Nancy Bowen 

mailto:srooney8@cox.net
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KINO Border Initiative  

List of Items for Asylum Seekers  

 
In Nogales, Sonora the Kino Border Initiative 
is housing and organizing the increasing number 
of refugees (mostly from violence-wrought Cen-
tral America) awaiting access to the United States 
of America. Currently, here is what’s needed for 
their efforts to care for refugee families waiting at 
the Nogales crossing: 
 

 Cooking oil, Travel size Toothpaste & 
Deodorant 
ALL CLOTHING SMALL SIZE ONLY 

 Men’s & Women’s Walking/Running 
shoes & Sandals.  No larger than 9.5 for 
men and 7 for women (can be slightly used)  

 Men’s Pants,  size 28-34 (can be slightly 
used)  

 Women’s NEW in package:  Panties, Soft/
sport bras, tank undershirts, socks (cotton 
preferred) 

 Men’s  NEW in package:  Briefs/Boxers, Un-
dershirts, socks (cotton preferred) 

 Backpacks 
 

PLEASE DONATE ONLY THE ITEMS 
SPECIFIED HERE. Larger sizes and items not 
listed here will become an extra burden on the 
organizers here at DCSRA and staff at KBI. NO 
TOYS!   Bring to Democratic Office next to UPS 
in Continental Mall 10am-2 pm,  Monday 
through Friday. 

The Best Gift 

 
Jingle bells, jingle bells…. The Christ-
mas music is already playing in the 
stores!  It urges you to get busy with 

your shopping for gifts for family and friends. The 
BEST gift you can give anyone is yourself.  Yes, 
your attention, your presence as you spend quali-
ty time with them.  We invite you to consider be-
coming a Stephen Minister so you can bring good 
cheer, kindness and a listening ear to those in our 
congregation who need YOU! 
 
When you get your bulletin for worship next Sun-
day, look closely at the prayer list.  Count the 
number of people who are dealing with their own 
illness or upcoming surgery.   How many have 
someone who is close to death?  How many are 
not on the prayer list who are grieving a loss, 
dealing with loneliness, or just need someone to 
help them think through an issue. Yes, there is 
much need in our faith community for Stephen 
Ministers who are trained to walk with someone 
as they go through hard times.  It’s not too late for 
you to join the group who will begin their Stephen 
Ministry training in January.  We hope to have 
enough trained Stephen Ministers so no one has 
to deal with these issues alone! 
 
Talk to one of the Stephen Leaders if you have 
questions:  Linda Redfield (520.306.2049), Lyn 
Nowakowski (608.332.9479) or Judy Holcomb 
(608.214.6832). 
 
Applications are available at the stand under the 

red umbrella in the entry at church. 

Put Men’s Fellowship on your Christmas List 

 
The Men’s Fellowship now has a storage unit for 
donations to our March Patio Sale. If anyone is 
doing Fall cleaning and has anything LARGE to 
donate call Tom Buinicky 398-7178 or Bruce 
Moulton 625-9543 to arrange for pick up.  
 
Please save smaller items like kitchen items, small 
appliances, clothing, etc. until the sale in March. 
Thank you for your generosity. 

Meet Our New Members 
 

Thomas and Cheryl Boyles moved to Green Valley 
on Easter Sunday, 2018, from a small ski town in 
Southern California's San Gabriel Mountains. A 
couple for 25 years, they each have grown chil-
dren and grandchildren they cherish (and miss!). 
They have managed and/or owned several busi-
nesses in the music, alternative healthcare, and 
yoga industries. Thomas plays bass, trumpet, and 
a little guitar. Cheryl has been a yoga instructor 
since 2003. A love of Jesus, social justice, and 
their doggies drew them to the Good Shepherd on 
an invitation from Dale Jones the first time they 
met him at dog park. In 2012, Cheryl and Thomas 
adopted a plant-based diet, for personal/human 
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Celebrating Sophia:  A Retreat for Women 
 
You are invited to register for this event where you will experience a weekend of comfort, camara-
derie and private time designed to inspire mindfulness and evoke playful spirits as we encounter 
the divine feminine within.   
 
Gail Frank, Carol St. John, and Rebecca McElfresh will lead this retreat on March 15th through 
the 17th at the historic Kenyon Ranch in Tubac.  This beautiful location, with 360 degree views 
will enhance our experiences together.   
 
The cost of the retreat includes 2 nights lodging, 6 meals, all programing and supplies.  Early reg-
istration deadline is January 15th for a $15.00 discount with a rate of $410.00.  After January 
15th, the cost is $425.00.  Space is limited to 40 due to the available space at the ranch.   
 
Brochures are available on the table in the narthex or you can contact Gail at (503) 801-1238,  
Carol at (520) 398-8574, or Rebecca at (440) 376-6651 

health, protection of sentient beings, and for the 
planet's welfare. Willing to share experience and 
recipes (and bring yummy dishes to church pot-
lucks), they hope to inspire others to incorporate 
more luscious plant-based meals into their diets! 
Thomas and Cheryl look forward to getting to 
know everyone better through the many mean-
ingful service and fellowship opportunities at this 
rare gem of a church--for which they are deeply 
grateful.  

Back by Popular Demand: 

Resistance Bible Study 

 
Our recently concluded study: Resistance 
Bible Study will be repeated starting Feb-
ruary 26. Tuesdays 3:30-5 pm at the 
church. It is a ten-week study. Two books 
will drive our study: On Tyranny, by Tim-
othy Snyder and the Bible by many au-
thors. Register by February 15 by emailing 
Susan Hill, at susanhill429@gmail.com 

Tihan News 
 
The Tucson Interfaith 
HIV/AIDS Network 

(TIHAN) and the Southern Arizona AIDS Foun-
dation (SAAF) are working together to brighten 
the holidays for individuals and families living 
with HIV.  
 
Every year TIHAN and SAAF collaborate on two 
winter holiday programs:  
 
Family Day-for adults living with HIV and their 
children under 18.  Family members can “Shop” 
for one another (from among gifts that have been 
donated), create holiday cards and crafts, enjoy 
treats and hot chocolate and visit with Santa.   
 
December Poz Cafe Holiday Dinner Party-
for people living with HIV and their guests.  An 
elegant adults-only event with dinner and danc-
ing, where every adult living with HIV may re-
ceive a holiday gift that has been donated.  This 
year the December holiday Poz cafe will be the 
evening of December 12.  
 
The Good Shepherd will be contributing a few gift 
items and gift cards purchased with funds left 
over from our October Poz Cafe support.  
 
Rex Crouse & Dale Jones  

mailto:susanhill429@gmail.com
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 Multi-Generational  Mission Trip to Los Mo-

chis, Mexico, March 19th-25th  
 

Over the years the Good Shepherd has developed a 
strong relationship with the Congregational Church in 
Los Mochis.  In fact our youth group has gone there 
three times, an adult group went there once about 12 
years ago, and we also hosted a group from Los Mo-
chis a few years back.  So it only seems right that we 
take another group down that wonderful church this 
winter.  
 

I have been in conversation with Pastor Domingo 
Guerrero and lay member Hussein Munoz about 
bringing a group to Los Mochis March 19 th through 
the 25 th.  We would either rent a 15 passenger van or 
take the bus, (Some might choose to drive their own 
vehicles.)  It is about a 10 hour drive.  We would stay 
at a local hotel that is just about 3 or 4 blocks from 
the church.  We would engage in some mission work 
that the church is involved with as well as some paint-
ing, clean up, etc. We would also participate in some 
cultural activities, and of course we would eat some 
great seafood and spend time at the ocean.  The cost 
would be reasonable.  

Poet’s Corner 

 
You Were Born in a Snowstorm 
 
I wasn’t there but saw you a few days later, 
the snow deep, the door opening 
as I came up the steps. 
Your mother handed you to me; 
I was still in my coat. You stretched, 
sleeping. So you began 
your winters: white drift, 
sun bright. And now 
you bike to work before dawn, 
snow squeaking under your tires, 
and now you study late to get ahead. 
It’s a mean cold world we hand you: 
out-of-control gunmen, 
greenhouse gases, 
hatred in the cities. 
Take this bundle, beloved, 
though it’s unfair. You, traveling 
the streets in your parka and heavy gloves, 
my hope like a cloud of breath around your face. 
 
 
Marjorie Saiser 

 A Welcome Change of Pace  
 
1. My goal for 2018 was to lose 10 pounds. Only have 
14 to go.  
 
2. Ate salad for dinner. Mostly croutons & tomatoes. 
Really just one big round crouton covered with tomato 
sauce. And cheese. FINE, it was a pizza. I ate a pizza, 
are you happy ?  
 
3. How to prepare Tofu:  

a.  Throw it in the trash  
b.  Grill some meat, chicken or fish  

  
4. I just did a week's worth of cardio after walking into 
a spider web.  
  
5. I don't mean to brag, but I finished my 14-day diet 
food supply in 3 hours and 20 minutes.  
  
6. A recent study has found women who carry a little 
extra weight live longer than men who mention it.  
 
7. Kids today don't know how easy they have it. When 
I was young, I had to walk 9 feet through shag carpet 
to change the TV channel.  
 
8. Senility has been a smooth transition for me.  
 
9. Remember back when we were kids and every time 
it was below zero outside they closed school? Yeah, Me 
neither.  
 
10. I may not be that funny or athletic or good looking 
or smart or talented. I forgot where I was going with 
this.  
 
11. I love being over 70, I learn something new every 
day and forget 5 others.  
  
12. A thief broke into my house last night. He started 
searching for money so I woke up and searched with 
him.  
  
13. I think I'll just put an "Out of Order" sticker on my 
forehead and call it a day.  
   
14. Finally, just remember, once you're over the hill 
you begin to pick up speed.  

 

Have had a few people sign up---Those that are inter-
ested can find the sign up sheet in the Narthex.  Also 
you can talk with Pastor Randy Mayer, or send me an 
E-Mail— bienshphrd@aol.com.  

mailto:bienshphrd@aol.com
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6th Annual Common Ground on the Border Festival and  

15th Annual Santa Cruz Valley Border Issues Fair 

January 17-19  

at The Good Shepherd 

 

It’s time to register for this January’s gathering of artists, musicians, scholars, and activ-

ists who will provide rich experiences for us as we consider the push and pull of the bor-

derlands. Common Ground on the Border and the Border Issues Fair are combined during 

the same three-day period since each enhances the other. We encourage you to consider 

attending both. 

 

We are excited about this year’s program that offers some of our favorite classes and some 

new ones as well. Come and experience writing, storytelling, music, and so much more. 

Singer/songwriter Tish Hinojosa will share stories of renewal and her epiphany during a 

road trip through Tucson that inspired her new album West. 

 

Border Issues Fair will offer lectures by Ray A. Ybarra Maldonado, recently named Top 

Latino Lawyer by Latino Leaders Magazine; Sheriff Tony Estrada, lifelong borderlands 

resident and 50-year law enforcement officer; and Pedro Cornejo, who will share his story 

of leaving Honduras, crossing the border here in the Santa Cruz Valley, and ultimately gai-

ning his United States citizenship years later. 

 

 

The entire event is only $110 and includes all Border Issues Fair lectures, two classes at 

Common Ground on the Border, two evening meals on Friday and Saturday, the concert 

with singer / song-writer Tish Hinojosa on Friday night and the Faculty / Student concert 

on Saturday evening. You may register for this event in full or in part(s). Pick up a regis-

tration booklets on the table in the narthex. We hope to see you there! 
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Administrative Team Meeting 

Tuesday, October 16, 2018, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Present: Judy Bischoff, Rex Crouse, Leslie DeGrassi, Sam Dyer, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer, Dennis St. John 

Absent: Terry Linthicum  

Visiting: Susie Sanders 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. 

 

1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer  

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi 
MOTION: (Dennis/Nancy) The minutes of the September 18, 2018, meeting were approved as corrected. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer  

 The year-to-date budget vs. actual was up $13, 000 in the end-of-September reports. 

 September is historically our last slow month.  

 

4. Facilities: Judy Bischoff for  Ter ry Linthicum 

Café Justo 
 

One of our Mission/Outreach support programs is selling the Fair Trade coffee of farmers in Chiapas in 
southern Mexico.  The coffee is roasted in Agua Prieta, a town just south of Douglas, AZ.   
 

Who We Are 
 
A network of coffee grower cooperatives that grow, roast, package and ship their own coffee. 
 

Why We Do It 
Sustainable wages, environmentally  sound growing practices, families who are able to stay together on 
their lands, and members receive medical benefits and a pension plan. 
 

How We Do It 
Fair Trade is a good start. But it is only a start. The real profit in coffee comes from roasting the beans, 
not growing them. By keeping farmers in the process, we ensure that success is shared equally. 
 
Good Shepherd supports Cafe Justo through buying their coffee and returning all “profits” to the farm-
ers.  The coffee we sell is high quality and is always freshly roasted !!  Please ask for more details when 
we sell coffee on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month between services. 
 
Finally, for those interested in Cafe Justo along with issues on the border, we are planning a trip to the 
Douglas/Agua Prieta area at the end of January. Please contact us and/ or look for details on the board 
in the narthex. 
 
Rick & Pam Irvin 
Cafe Justo Coordinators 



10 

 The water heater quit working and was replaced at a cost of $2000 which came from the facilities budget. 

 The new kitchen refrigerator was delivered recently and all is well. 

 Repair to the roof is pending according to the weather 

 Terry has expressed some concern about the incorrect use of our recycling bins, and suggested that someone sort the 

contents to make sure we are not sending trash in the recycling pickup. 

 The biggest problem is the bin in the hallway between the sanctuary and the Redman Room. It was suggested that we 

remove this one, leaving only the trash bin to examine whether that alleviates most of the problem. 

 A checklist for outside organizations who use our facility was revisited. The approved copy was given to Amy to dis-

tribute to the organizations. 

 

5. Program: Dennis St. John 

 Susie Sanders and Dale Jones will organize the alternative gift fair that begins on November 18 and running for four 

Sundays. 

 There will be six tables this year: Probigua; Leon Holmstrom Preschool; Kino Border Initiative; YOTO; Habitat for 

Humanity; Clean Water for Nicaragua. 

 Bonnie Sondrol will again handle the money each Sunday for the fair. 

 Susie Sanders will be taking Dennis’s place on the Administrative Team beginning in November. 

 It was discussed that MSJ could cover some costs of TIHAN food money. 

 

6. Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGrassi 
 Still waiting to hear decision on grant from Association of Arizona Food Banks (Fresh Produce Fund) for funding of the 

storage unit. 

 The first monthly newsletter was emailed on October 9 and was very well received. 

 The number of volunteers is picking up a bit since winter people are returning. 

 The Capital Campaign will launch in mid-November with an adult forum presentation for the congregation. The public 

portion of the campaign will begin shortly after the first of the year. 

 

7. Updates: Judy Bischoff 

Church Security 

 On November 1, several members of the Security Team will attend a GVR seminar on planning for an active shooter 

situation 

 Coping with medical emergencies. Arlynne Ostlund has agreed to organize a response group to check first aid kits and 

AED batteries periodically. 

 It was suggested by the Sahuarita Police representative that we keep bushes outside our buildings trimmed so that 

someone cannot hide in them. 

 A discussion about hiring uniformed security when we hold certain events was tabled due to the necessity for more in-

formation and input. However, we will investigate other options for the Southern Poverty Law Center program on No-

vember 30-December 1. 

 Training on how to defuse a difficult situation was discussed. Joan Merrill is a good resource for us since she has a 

background in this. 

 

8. Other 
 The issue of organizing ushers for each worship service needs looking at. Julie used to do that task.  

 Perhaps the past moderator could be lead usher for that year. Still need some thinking on a solution. 

 

9. Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer  

 Randy is taking a trip to El Paso with Bill Lyons, Southwest Conference Minister.  They will travel to Juárez to touch 

base with a church there. 

 Anahi has begun her work as Director of Children’s Faith Formation. 

 Zulleth Morales will be taking charge of the nursery during worship services. 

 We may not transition to two services until October in the fall of 2019. 

 We gained 10 new members at the recent Installation of New Members. 

 

10. Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer  

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:04 p.m. 
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Date   Item 

December 1  Pasta 

Sunday, December 2  Pasta Sauce 

December 3  Tuna 
December 4  Crackers 

December 5  Soup 
December 6  Cereal 
December 7  Canned Beans 

December 8  Diapers 

Sunday, December 9  Diaper Wipes 

December 10  Peanut Butter 

December 11  Jam or Jelly 

December 12  Toilet Paper 

December 13  Ramen Noodles 

December 14  Canned Fruit 

December 15  Canned Corn 

Sunday, December 16  Jell-o and Pudding 

December 17  Spaghetto’s 

December 18  Dried Rice 

December 19  Dried Pinto Beans 

December 20  Boxed Cake and Frosting 

December 21  Salad Dressing 

December 22  Macaroni & Cheese 

Sunday, December 23  Bath or Shower Soap 

December 24  Tooth Brush and Tooth Paste 

December 25  Shampoo 

Thank you for caring! 


