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Our Mission Statement: 

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.  

6th Annual Common Ground on the Border Festival and  

15th Annual Santa Cruz Valley Border Issues Fair 

January 17-19  

at The Good Shepherd 

It’s time to register for this January’s gathering of artists, musicians, scholars, and activists who 

will provide rich experiences for us as we consider the push and pull of the borderlands. Com-

mon Ground on the Border and the Border Issues Fair are combined during the same three-day 

period since each enhances the other. We encourage you to consider attending both. 

 

We are excited about this year’s program that offers some of our favorite classes and some new 

ones as well. Come and experience writing, storytelling, music, and so much more. Singer/

songwriter Tish Hinojosa will share stories of renewal and her epiphany during a road trip 

through Tucson that inspired her new album West. 

 

Border Issues Fair will offer lectures by Ray A. Ybarra Maldonado, recently named Top Latino 

Lawyer by Latino Leaders Magazine; Sheriff Tony Estrada, lifelong borderlands resident and 50

-year law enforcement officer; and Rev. Rodger Babnew, an Episcopal priest and leader of Cru-

zando Frnotera that is leading the process for asylum seekers that are arriving in Ambos, Noga-

les. 

 

The entire event is only $110 and includes all Border Issues Fair lectures, two classes at Com-

mon Ground on the Border, two evening meals on Friday and Saturday, the concert with sing-

er / song-writer Tish Hinojosa on Friday night and the Faculty / Student concert on Saturday 

evening. You may register for this event in full or in part(s). Pick up a registration booklets on 

the table in the narthex. We hope to see you there! 

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
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The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 

Assistant Minister:  Edwin Andrade 
Director of Faith Formation for Children:  

Anahi Herrera 
CWS Immigration Organizer:  Rev. Noel Andersen 

Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money: 
Nancy Ackley 

Ministry Intern: Rebecca McElfresh 
Music Director & Coordinators:   Jeff Vanderlee 

Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen  
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen 
Pianist:   Kay Jean Moore      
Custodian:  Severo Rivas 

Administrator:  Amy Dillemuth 
Newsletter Editor:   Mary Chapman 

 
Newsletter Helpers: 

Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Hen-
riquez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead, 
Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier, 

Carrie Scheufler and Kathy Zweig 

 
Executive Committee 

Moderator:  Judy Bischoff 
Moderator elect:  Rex Crouse 

Treasurer:  Sam Dyer 
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi 

 
Administrative Area Facilitators 

Facilities:  Terry Linthicum 
Finance:  Nancy Bowen 

Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 
 

Program Area Facilitators 
Welcome and Inclusion Team:  Mary Wilsted 

Intentional Caring Team:  Linda Redfield 
Mission Service and Justice Team:   

Newsletter Deadline  
FEBRUARY ISSUE 

 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY  16 
 

Send items to Mary Chapman at 
mchapman15@cox.net 

Stewardship Message 
 

WHAT GIFTS CAN WE BRING? 

 

“…and what does [God] require of you but to do jus-
tice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God?” Micah 6:6 and 6:8 
 
If The Good Shepherd had a motto, it could well be 
this familiar passage from Micah, which is this year’s 
Stewardship theme. Each of these “gifts” is visibly 
present in both individuals and in our gathered com-
munity. 
 
DO JUSTICE? The list is long: asylum families, Sa-
huarita Food Bank, Samaritans, Café Justo, Alterna-
tive Mission Fair, Probigua School, Nicaragua Safe 
Water project, Open and Affirming identity, Common 
Ground on the Border, etc. etc. We invite speakers to 
challenge us to new actions and inform us of critical 
societal issues.  
 
LOVE KINDNESS? The warm, caring nature of 
people in The Good Shepherd family is just that – 
supporting each other as members of a family. We 
gather not only for weekly worship, but for study 
groups, Spanish classes and trips, estate sales camara-
derie,  Amigos parties, holiday meals, Dinner with 
Friends, Men’s Fellowship breakfasts, choir concerts 
and Javarita Coffee House concerts. We have mem-
bers who are trained as Stephen Ministers to be caring 
listeners, and who regularly reach out to those need-
ing support at difficult times in their lives. 
 
WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD? The Good Shep-
herd is filled with people who do not seem to care who 
gets the credit as long as God’s mission is carried for-
ward. Nor do we prescribe a one-size-fits-all way to be 
in relationship with the Source of Our Being. Each of 
us finds nourishment for our own spiritual journeys, 
and offers respect and support for those who may well 
differ from us. 
 
The nourishment that keeps this faith community 
alive is our generosity with our financial gifts and 
tithes. Over the next several weeks you will receive 
letters with more information, and a pledge form. 
Then, on Sunday, January 20tth, we will offer our com-
mitments for the coming year. As you make your deci-
sion, please take some time to reflect on the im-
portance of this special Good Shepherd family in your 
life, and in the life of the world outside our doors. Per-
haps the words to this hymn will inspire you! 
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Javarita Coffeehouse  

in January 

2 Nights of Great Concerts 

 

January 18- 7:00pm—Tish Hinojosa   
 
Critics and audiences have long sung the praises of 
Tish Hinojosa in at least two languages.  An appeal-
ing yet eclectic singer/songwriter, she has forged a 
unique and admirable style  located somewhere be-
tween her Mexican roots, Texas upbringing, and her 
years as a Nashville tunesmith.  http://
www.mundotish.com   Tickets $15  7:00pm 
 

January 19- 7:00pm—Common Ground on 

the Border Community Concert 
 
Enjoy a variety of performances from staff and stu-
dents that have created the Common Ground com-

munity.  Expect everything from drumming, the 
blues, country, old time, Mariachi –you name it—it 

will happen.   A great conclusion to an amazing 
week.    Tickets $10    

Quilters Resume  

Tuesday, January 8th 
 
The quilting group will start meeting 
January 8th and will continue meeting 
the 2nd and 4th Tues of each month. 

Our goal this year is to contribute 94 quilts to the 
Linus org. This sum is to honor the many years that 
Helen Clarkson has led our group. New quilters are 
always needed and welcomed.  
 
Call if you have questions 648-2869. 
 
Donna Murphy 

Inquirer’s Class 

Sunday February 3, 10:15 
 
A number of Folks have been asking about learning 
more about the Good Shepherd and the United 

Church of Christ as well as ---How do we join the 
Church?  On Sunday, Feb. 3rd between the two ser-

vices we will meet in the Library and answer all of 
your questions.  Folks will join the church at both ser-
vices on February 17th.  If you have any questions 

please contact Randy Mayer  520-625-1375 or 
bienshphrd@aol.com 

Mission Trip to Los Mochis in March 
 
Pastor Randy Mayer is organizing and leading a mis-
sion trip to Los Mochis, Mexico the week of March 19-

25.  The purpose of the trip is to spend time with our 
sister church La Iglesia Congregacional de Los Mo-

chis.  Over the past 15 years our youth group has visit-
ed them three times, an adult group has been there 

once and the Good Shepherd has hosted a group from 
their church.   

 
We will be renting a 15 passenger van and driving 10 
hours to get there.  We will stay in a local hotel and 

eat at the church and at local restaurants.  During our 
time there we will do some physical work, build rela-

tionships, visit some projects and of course eat good 
seafood and spend a day or so at the beach.   Total 

cost of the trip will be around $500. There is a sign up 
sheet in the Narthex if you are interested.   If you have 

questions please contact:  Randy Mayer  520-625-
1375 or bienshphrd@aol.com 

San Carlos, Mexico Spanish Class Trip  
 

Please join us on a trip lead by Randy Mayer on February 

18, 19, 20 and 21 to the beautiful coastal town of San Car-

los, MX.  Sign up sheet is on the bulletin board in the nar-

thex.  Deadline to hold a room is February 1.  Call Dick, 

406 -459-6298 or Florence Mayer, 406-459-2749 if you 

want more information.  

What Gift Can We Bring?  
New Century Hymnal, #370, Verses 2 and 3 
 
Give thanks for the past, for those who had vision, 
who planted and watered so dreams could come 
true. Give thanks for the now, for study, for worship, 
for mission that bids us turn prayer into deed. 
 
Give thanks for tomorrow, full of surprises, for 
knowing whatever tomorrow may bring, The Word 
is our promise always, forever; we rest in God’s 
keeping and live in God’s love. 
 
Blessings, 
Nancy Ackley 
Stewardship Team member 

mailto:bienshphrd@aol.com
mailto:bienshphrd@aol.com
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  Congratulations on Your  

Anniversary 

 
Ken & Sue Woodward   01/02 

Larry & Bobbi Menefee  01/09 

 

    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

Rick Irvin   01/01 

Pam Irvin   01/01 

Kit Humphries  01/02 

Vern Wing   01/04 

Margie Brewer  01/09 

Lara Harrison   01/10 

Jim Barrett   01/13 

Sandra Yahn   01/15 

Ian Rueb   01/15 

Ron Hays   01/16 

Doug Lisotto   01/19 

John Aglione   01/20 

Gary Geroux   01/22 

Marilyn Schoonover  01/25 

Sally Culler   01/26 

Marge Saiser   01/26 

Rick Ernst   01/28 

Jim Furber   01/30 

 

From your Nominating Committee 
 
Ever belonged to a Co-Op? You know, a volunteer or-
ganization where all involved share in the governance 
and work of the organization. Nothing done - nothing 
accomplished. Well, our church is kind of like that. 
Sure, we have professional ministers, and some paid 
staff, but very much of the work gets done by folks like 
you and me. 
 
There are about forty positions at the Good Shepherd, 
including the officers of the church, that are filled by 
our members and friends through the work of the 
Nominating Committee. These include the program 
teams 'Extravagant Welcome & Inclusion' and 
'Mission, Service, & Justice', plus the administrative 
committees of Finance, Facilities, Stewardship, and 
Nominating. Candidates are elected by the congrega-
tion at our Annual Meeting, and serve for terms of 
(generally) three years. 
 
Additionally, the programs of the church are served by 
several teams dedicated to their specific mission areas. 
Members of these groups are 'self-selected' by the 
teams themselves. These include (with a spokesperson 
for the group) Intentional Care (Linda Redfield), Spir-
itual Growth (Susan Hill), Estate Sales (Mary Fer-
land), Earthwise (Connie Aglione), Patio Sale (Tom 
Buinicky), Stephen Ministry (Linda Redfield), and 
Open & Affirming (Karen & Jack Kressley). 
 
As we move toward our Annual Meeting (and Patio 
Sale) in mid-March, please give consideration as to 
how you personally can make governance and pro-
grams at The Good Shepherd work; there are plenty of 
opportunities to express your individual talents and 
interests! For the 'self selecting' teams identified 
above, please contact the spokesperson. For the elect-
ed teams and committees, please contact a member of 
the Nominating Team. 
 
Our church looks forward to your offer to serve this 
coming year! 
 
Your Nominating Committee:   Liz Symington, Bonnie 
Sondrol, Lyn Nowakowski, Rex Crouse, Hathaway 
Cornelius, and Sara Busey 

Thank You 
 

Heartfelt  thanks to all the wonder-
ful friends at Good Shepherd for the 
many cards and calls during my re-
covery. Bless you all! 
 
Shirley Heaphy 

Taizé  
 

We begin another year of Taizé on January 
9th. That means only five services until 

summer.  If you've been thinking of trying a Taize ser-
vice, why not get a good start this month?  It was a 
busy December and some quiet time, music, candle-
light, scripture and a brief meditation might be just 
what the doctor ordered.  (5:00-5:45 in the sanctu-
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Dear Members and Friends, 
 

UPCOMING PHOTOGRAPHY EVENT 
 
To celebrate our church family and strengthen the bond within our congregation, we welcome you to be a 
part of our upcoming new directory.  We need you to make our directory complete! 
 
A new directory: 

Preserves this special time in the life of our church 
Becomes a lasting record of our current membership 
Helps us connect faces with names 
Provides contact information to fellow church family members 

 
We are partnering with Lifetouch for this important project.  Lifetouch is providing the directory at no 
cost to our church.  Every family photographed receives a complimentary directory and an 8x10 portrait.  
You will be able to sign up for photography online at our church website:   thegoodshepherducc.org 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY DATES 
 
Monday – Saturday, January 28-February 2d 
 
For your convenience, all photography and portrait viewing will take place at our church with no sitting 
fee.  You will have a variety of poses taken and one pose will be selected for the directory.  In addition to 
your complimentary 8x10, you will have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits on the day of 
your portrait session.  Lifetouch’s portrait price lists are available in the church office for those who would 
like them prior to photography. 
 
Be sure to take advantage of the opportunity to be professionally photographed.  We are looking forward 
to seeing you in our directory.  I am encouraging 100% participation. 
 
Liz Wright 
 
P.S.  Your photography session will take about an hour, suring which time you will check in, be photo-
graphed, and view your portraits. 

Celebrating Sophia:  A Retreat for Women 
 
You are invited to register for this event where you will experience a weekend of comfort, camaraderie and pri-
vate time designed to inspire mindfulness and evoke playful spirits as we encounter the divine feminine within.   
 
Gail Frank, Carol St. John, and Rebecca McElfresh will lead this retreat on March 15th through the 17th at the 
historic Kenyon Ranch in Tubac.  This beautiful location, with 360 degree views will enhance our experiences 
together.   
 
The cost of the retreat includes 2 nights lodging, 6 meals, all programing and supplies.  Early registration dead-
line is January 15th for a $15.00 discount with a rate of $410.00.  After January 15th, the cost is $425.00.  Space 
is limited to 40 due to the available space at the ranch.   
 
Brochures are available on the table in the narthex or you can contact Gail at (503) 801-1238,  Carol at (520) 398
-8574, or Rebecca at (440) 376-6651 
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          BookWorms 

Bookworms, the evening women's book 
group, meets on the third Monday evening of 

every month.  The following selections have been cho-
sen for the next four months:  January 21, Becoming, 
by Michelle Obama.   February 18, Where the Craw-
dads Sing, by Delia Owens.   March 18, Leaving Be-
fore the Rains Come, by Alexandra Fuller.  April 15, 
Educated: A Memoir, by Tara Westover.  We meet at 
7 pm, in the Lantana Room, on the third floor of La 
Vista, at La Posada.  For information, contact Sandra 
Rooney, srooney1935@gmail.com or 648-4264. 

Back by Popular Demand: 

Resistance Bible Study 

Starting February 26, 2019 
 

Our recently concluded study: Resistance Bible 
Study will be repeated starting February 26. Tues-
days 3:30-5 pm at the church. It is a ten-week 
study. Two books will drive our study: On Tyranny, 
by Timothy Snyder and the Bible by many authors. 
Register by February 15 by emailing Susan Hill,  
at susanhill429@gmail.com 

Circle Of Friends January Dinner 
 

Circle of Friends will be Friday, January 
11th.  Please sign up on the yellow tablet 
on the narthex bulletin board to be a host 
or guest.  Questions: call Carrie, 393-1992 

2019 Progressive Theology Seminar 

February 22-23, 2019 
 

Diana Butler Bass is an author, speaker, and inde-
pendent scholar specializing in American religion and 
culture. 
 
She holds a Ph.D. in religious studies from Duke Uni-
versity and is the author of nine books, including 
Grounded: Finding God in the World—A Spiritual 
Revolution (HarperOne, 2015) and the widely influen-
tial Christianity After Religion: The End of Church 
and the Birth of a New Spiritual Awakening 
(HarperOne, 2012). Her latest book is Gratitude: The 
Transformative Power of Giving Thanks. 
 
Diane writes at The Huffington Post and The Wash-
ington Post and comments on religion, politics, and 
culture in the media including USA TODAY, Time, 
Newsweek, CBS, CNN, FOX, PBS, and NPR. 
 
From 1995 to 2000, she wrote a weekly column on 
American religion for the New York Times Syndicate. 
She is a contributing editor for Sojourners Magazine 
has written widely in the religious press, including 

Bible Study – the Basics 
 
Starting Sunday, January 20, Good Shepherd will be 
offering a Basic Bible Study for those who have little 
or no knowledge of the bible or would like to brush 
up on their bible knowledge. The class will be held 
between services 10:20 am to 11:10 am. The first two 
weeks will be an introduction to The Old and New 
Testament with handouts. After that we will be using 
a study guide.  Janet Carter will be leading the class. 
Questions?  Call Janet at 715-252-6875. 

Small Group Ministry 
 
Small groups are an important tool  in developing 
Christian community and spiritual growth.  A new 
small group started last spring.  This group meets 6 
months out of the year - Mondays at 10:00 a.m.  We 
meet at the home of Janet Carter, 641 S. Los Opalos.    
 
You are invited to check out this small group on any 
Monday.  We will be reflecting on Epiphany January 7. 
Then on January 14 we will start our new the book, 
White Fragility, by Robin DiAngelo   Questions – call 
Janet at 715-252-6875 

Christian Century, Clergy Journal, and Congregations. 
 
Dr. Butler Bass is the recipient of numerous grants 
and awards including the Frank S. and Elizabeth D. 
Brewer Prize of the American Society of Church Histo-
ry and an honorary Doctor of Divinity degree from 
The General Theological Seminary in New York. She 
also serves on the board of Public Religion Research 
and is an advisor on the project for a National Muse-
um of American Religion in Washington, D.C. 
 
Additionally, Dr. Butler Bass has taught at Westmont 
College, the University of California at Santa Barbara, 
Macalester College, Rhodes College, and the Virginia 
Theological Seminary in subjects ranging from church 
history, American religious history, history of Chris-
tian thought, to religion and politics, religion and race, 
and congregational studies. 

mailto:srooney1935@gmail.com
mailto:susanhill429@gmail.com
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 The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

Administrative Team Meeting 

Tuesday, November 20, 2018, 7:00 pm 

 

Present: Judy Bischoff, Rex Crouse, Leslie DeGrassi, Sam Dyer, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer, Terry Linthicum 

Absent: Susie Sanders 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:15 p.m. 

 

1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer 

 

2. Minutes of the last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi 

MOTION: (Nancy/Sam) The minutes of the October 16, 2018, meeting were approved as corrected. 

 

3. Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer 

 The year-to-date budget vs. actual showed 92% of budgeted expenses have been spent by the end of Octo-

ber.  

 

4. Facilities: Terry Linthicum 

 The roof repair has been finished. 

 

5. Program: Judy Bischoff for Susie Sanders 

 The Alternative Gift Fair got off to a good start last Sunday under the leadership of Dale Jones. 

 Other committee members have all been reached and their representatives are getting organized. 

 The Adult Forum on December 9 will feature Fr. Sean Carroll of the Kino Border Initiative. 

 Movie and Pizza nights will be on January 25, February 15, and March 22. The first film will be “A Fierce 

Green Fire.” 

 

6. Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGrassi 

 Capital Campaign (Nourishing Our Community): 

 La Posada has pledged $150,000 over three years ($50,000/year). After three years they will consider 

extending another two years for operational needs. 

 The committee has finished its “practice” asks on each other. The second phase of the Campaign (TGS 

members) has begun. 

 The storage container was delivered on November 11. Painting, earth moving, concrete work, carpentry and 

wiring are in progress. 

 Recycling: 

 Terry has observed that the SFB is currently filling the 8-yard recycle bin well before scheduled pickups. 

The cost of an extra pickup is $121. 

 Republic Services was asked for the cost of adding two pickups per month to our service which amounts 

to $53.02.  

 Since the increased service is of no direct benefit to TGS, it is proposed that the SFB should continue to 

pick up all increases over the baseline charges. 

 TGS should sign the agreement and jointly with SFB set up a new flexible reimbursement plan to allow 

for the rate increases that will occur annually in March. 

 Leslie will make a written proposal to the SFB with these details as soon as possible. 

 

7. Updates: Judy Bischoff 

 Church Security 

 The window in the outside door of the reading room has been installed, giving a view into the room 

for increased security. 
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 Coping with medical emergencies: Arlynne Ostlund has agreed to create first aid kits for classrooms, 

library and narthex, plus check AED batteries periodically, as well as first aid kits. 

 Some discussion ensued about adding a line item to the budget for security expenses. 

 It was suggested by a SFB representative that a phone line be installed in the library to allow for 

emergency calls out. Leslie will contact Sue Eaton for more details. Mount a phone on the wall in the 

narthex near the office door.  Phone line already exists in the office. 

 Randy reported that we already have motion sensors for outside lighting. No need for indoor sensors 

since selected lights are always on at night. 

 Is there a need for emergency bars to open outside doors in the Redman Room? Terry has contacted 

the Woodwards about this. 

 Joan Merrill will hold a training on defusing a situation with difficult people between services on Sun-

day, November 25. 

 Security for Nov. 30th-Dec.1st event 

 A representative from the Southern Poverty Law Center will be making presentations on the evening 

of Friday, November 30 and the morning of Saturday, December 1. Ed Hunt and his team are heading 

this up. 

 The outside doors to the narthex will be locked 10 minutes after the sessions start. 

 Saturday is also a SFB market day, so there will be traffic direction in the parking lot to ensure that 

everyone has a place to park. 

 Judy will put a notice in the bulletin briefly describing the security measures we are taking 

 

8. Other 
 No additional items were brought forward. 
 
9. Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer 

 Randy expressed his thanks for the celebration of the 20th anniversaries both of our church building and his 

pastorate here. 

 There are a lot of activities on both sides of the border in support of the arrival of many refugees hoping to 

apply for asylum, including helping to coordinate shelter for the present and future travelers. 

 Donations of money and items for the migrants continue to arrive at the church. 

 The winter Spanish classes are in the process of being organized. 

 Common Ground on the Border will again be presented in conjunction with the Border Issues Fair January 

12-14. 

 

10. Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer 

 

The meeting adjourned at 8:36 pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary 

 

                    


