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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

Common Ground on
the Border / Border
Issues Fair
Good news! Common
Ground on the Border
will host the 7th annual
conference this year. Although we grew slowly
over the first few years, we are now experiencing
interest from a much larger number of people
from across the country. For the first time, we
anticipate that we will have to close registration
when we reach the limit of our capacity to serve
meals and house classes. This is truly a time
to celebrate that our ministry of helping
more fully understand the circumstances
at our border is making a difference!
And so, there are two things you will want to
know, right now, even before you may be back in
Green Valley / Sahuarita for the season:
1. The time to register for full participation is
right now!! After we reach our cap,
there
may be some limited openings in a few classes
for those who might want to only take a class.
Of course, Border Issues Fair and the Friday
and Saturday night concerts will still be open.
2. We are in need of people who are willing to
host people from across the country. We have

committed to house one group of 16 and we
have additional requests from several congregations. If you are able to help with hospitality in this way, please see Barb Eyre to fill out a
housing form, or contact Rebecca McElfresh
at 440-376-6651. Also, please let Rebecca
know if you are receiving requests for housing
from those who plan to attend from across the
country. This helps to know just how many
people are seeking assistance so that we can
better know what housing needs may be in the
future and it also enables us to better coordinate this assistance.
Finally, be sure to visit The Good Shepherd web
page to find the link for Common Ground on the
Border and Border Issues Fair . Look near the
bottom of the opening page.

SAVE THE DATE!
Rev. Nathan Watts Installation Service. Sunday, October 6, 2019 at 3 pm, First Congregational Church of
Flagstaff. Reception to follow the service. Please
RSVP at the following link: https://www.evite.com/
event/011E34YUZLR4JQK6EEPJ3DSLTONI4E/
rsvp?
gid=02F0ZMLZBG5DOML4IEPJ3DS5PHV2I4&utm
_campaign=view_invitation_bt&utm_content=&utm_me
dium=email&utm_source=GUEST_INVITE_EVENT

The Good Shepherd
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The Process of Discernment and Ordination

As I write this article, Jim and I are preparing for our
return to Arizona and we are looking forward to being
back very soon (October 10). We wonder where the
Spirit will lead us this year as we all work together to
help create "a just world for all," as our United
Church of Christ motto describes our mission.
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Wondering about where Spirit is leading me has been
a big part of my life in the last few years. Back in
2015, I remember distinctly a time when I heard a
prompting from within me that said I should seek to
go into ministry. I had heard that prompting the first
time as a teenager when that prompting made sense
to me. This time, I thought, "That is just a crazy idea."
I'm retired, after all. However, this prompting would
just not let me go. I remember that it swirled around
in my thoughts for weeks until I finally gave in to the
thought. I didn't give in fully, however. Instead, I
tried to strike a bargain. On my part, I would keep
quiet about this, completely. I would tell no one, not
even Jim. Knowing something about how the process
of discernment works in our lives, I determined that I
would only respond further if I heard others see that
call within me. I could rest in this deal. I could now
put it out of my mind. One year later, in August of
2016, I received that confirmation very directly from
our dear friend, Rev. Terry Bartlett, who has known
me a long time. I returned to Arizona knowing that I
would need to have a conversation about this with
Randy.
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And so, during the 2016-2017 season, I began to walk
this path accompanied by Randy and by a local discernment team. During this time, a variety of people
have served on this team and I am so grateful for their
willingness to walk with me. Randy Mayer, Barb
Eyre, Nancy Ackley, Ed Hunt, Tina Squire (UCC pastor in the Southwest Conference and friend of TGS),
and Sam Dyer have accompanied me along the way.
Chris Sternberg from Casas Adobes was assigned to
the team as my advisor and liaison to the Committee
on Church and Ministry. Randy has been the best of
mentors, providing many opportunities, guiding me,
and engaging with me in deep discussion. Barb Eyre
has lovingly provided hospitality to the team each
time we met.

Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team:
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Mitzi Eilts
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

Newsletter Deadline
NOVEMBER ISSUE

About this time, The United Church of Christ opened
the door for an alternate path to ministry. Based on
their research about the correlation of seminary study
to effective ministry, our national office staff decided
to consider those who may have had other career
preparation for ministry. They looked at how the

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 16
Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net
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And so, I look forward to serving in the role of Minister of Pastoral Care and Spiritual Growth at The
Good Shepherd this fall. I will be assisting Randy in
these areas as well as continuing to support our work
with Common Ground on the Border. I look forward
to discerning with you about the nature of my ministry within The Good Shepherd Community. I am
grateful for all that we are and all that we might be in
the months and years ahead.

church might determine how a candidate is ready for
ministry other than a diploma from a seminary. They
asked, "What characteristics does one need to hold in
order to be effective and faithful to ministry? As a result, The Eight Marks of Faithful and Effective Ministry were developed to guide this process. You can
find these eight marks here: https://www.ucc.org/
ministers_marks
And so, this team has guided me in determining
where I had experience, coursework, and skills to
meet these marks and where I still had gaps that
needed to be addressed. I began to take coursework
in the history and polity of the United Church of
Christ in the fall of 2017 and then took courses from
the Church Divinity School of the Pacific (a seminary
of the Episcopal Church) in biblical studies. During
the 2018-2019 season, I served as an intern at The
Good Shepherd exploring various aspects of ministry.
I also took a unit of Clinical Pastoral Education to develop my understanding and skills in pastoral care.
During this time, the local discernment team considered each of the marks of ministry and my development in that area. By the end of the season, they recommended to the Committee on Church and Ministry
that I be ordained. My ordination interview will take
place on October 14th at our Southwest Conference
offices in Phoenix.

Rebecca

Thank You
Hello!
Thank you all for the lovely cards, gifts, support, and prayers that you have sent us after
Fred’s passing. We are doing ok at home as
we establish our new “normal.” We have felt
all the love and appreciate all the kindness
and understanding.
Sincerely,

The next step after the ordination interview is something called The Ecclesiastical Council. This is an opportunity for the wider church (at the conference level) to weigh in on my readiness for ministry. You may
remember when Nathan Watts had his EC at The
Good Shepherd. You will all be invited to attend! At
this time, if there is agreement about my readiness, I
would be recommended for ordination pending a call
to serve a local church.

Amy, Katherine, Annika, and Thomas
Dillemuth

Increased Efficiency? Yes, please!

A most interesting part of this discernment process
has been the specificity of the call I am sensing. At
first, I thought I was called to do retreat work, serving
a variety of churches in this role. Although I still feel
that retreat work is a part of my call, I see it in the
context of a local church and under a larger umbrella
called "spiritual growth." This takes in a wider range
of ways in which the church offers growth opportunities. Second, I have determined that providing pastoral care is also an area of call. I did not fully realize
this until I spent 300 hours in clinical pastoral education. As I immersed myself in study and in practical
experiences, I knew, deep within, that this is an area
of ministry that I would embrace wholeheartedly.

The Good Shepherd has implemented a software program specifically supporting church operations. The
features available coordinate and streamline many
office tasks. One aspect of this new program provides
more efficiency and speed with our communications.
It will also provide cost savings in labor, postage and
keeping in touch with members and friends of The
Good Shepherd. The administration team has supported this implementation and studied and researched its capabilities. By switching some of the
church’s communications to computer rather than
print, the operation budget can realize a great deal of
savings.
Beginning with the January newsletter and all subsequent issues, there will be no mailing of the monthly
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newsletter. A link will be sent in the weekly email, or
you can routinely check the Resources page on our
website (TheGoodShepherdUCC.org). For those who
have no access to computers there will be a few print
copies in the narthex each month.

tion----and a whole lot more. Be sure and bring lots of
friends---and a $5.00 donation. You will definitely
have a hot time!!!

Ushers

The next step using this program will be the notification of routine giving notices, which again will save
dollars in postage and envelopes. The hope is these
moves will provide more efficiency, speed and savings
in these actions.

I have a dream......... that the usher calendar is

planned two months in the future. Why? So we do
not need to wonder on Sunday morning who is ushering today!? Email Rick Ernst:
88rickernst@gmail.com to be included in the usher
list.

Rex Crouse
Moderator

Javarita Coffeehouse:

Church Security Update

October 6th Sunday 5:00pm
Che Apalache

Our church security is an ongoing process. The next
process that is beginning is an overhaul of our key(s)
system.

Che Apalache is a four-man
string band based in Buenos
Aires with members from Argentina, Mexico and the
United States. They began as a bluegrass band, but
eventually incorporated Latin American styles into
their repertoire. Combining instrumental prowess
with tight vocal harmonies, they have curated an authentic blend of genres to reflect the nature of their
lives, evoking images from Appalachia to the Andes.
Che Apalache are really creating a stir in the music
scene---featured in Billboard and Rolling Stone Magazine, and getting lots of local press at festivals and

The committee will be short term and will be kept to a
minimum number of members......5-6. The task will
be to audit the current situation-number of different
keyholes, number of keys in circulation, most efficient
entry systems (coded or key) needed for rooms with
different or multiple uses, and determination of how
many keys need to be in circulation.

A committee of church members is being organized to
address this situation. If you are interested in serving
on this committee notify
Rex Crouse, moderator, at 520-609-3639. Please express an interest by October 13.

Adult Education
Exciting speakers are set up and being recruited in
order to make 2019-2020 full of exciting events. Parker Palmer and Carrie Newcomer will be with us for
our annual Progressive Seminar-February 2020.

FALL FESTIVAL
Sunday, October 27th, 4pm-6pm

The seminar planning committee needs a few new
members as changes are occurring. We will need a
new chairperson as Ed Hunt has finished his term.
The committee meets between 4-5 times to coordinate the weekend; starting in the Fall.

Come and have a hot time at the our Fall
Festival at The Good Shepherd Church
on Sunday, October 27th, 4-6pm.
We are looking for some contestants for the Chili
Cook-off as well as the Salsa Competition. Please sign
up at the church. (Signup sheet will be posted in October.)

The Forum planning team selects speakers for our
Sunday morning meetings. This team meets as necessary to confirm and schedule the speakers. We have a
number of suggestions already in hand.

What Can You Expect at the Fall Festival???
Live music, Pumpkin Carving, Costume Contest, Sample and Vote on the Chili Cook-off and Salsa Competi-

To show your committee interest, please contact
edhunt11@hotmail.com. Thank you.
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October POZ Cafe
October 19, 2019

The Good Shepherd is a sponsoring faith community for TIHAN. One of our activities is the support of
time/energy/dollars/donations-for the October POZ Cafe. POZ Cafe serves 125-150 luncheon meals
monthly to TIHAN care partners (clients) and guests. The Good Shepherd along with two other supporting faith communities/organizations support the October luncheon.
We are now collecting money and other items for this event. Donations this year include: toilet paper
(our share last year was 140 rolls!), paper towels, small containers of bleach, toothpaste, tooth brushes,
shampoo, deodorant, laundry and soap detergents, liquid or bar soap, etc....anything that SMART (food
stamps) dollars don’t support. Many items can be purchased at the 99 cents or Dollar Tree
stores. There are collection boxes in the narthex with a list of items accepted. Checks can be made out
to The Good Shepherd with POZ Cafe or TIHAN on the memo line. Last year we had monetary donations that covered our costs for food...... approximately $400.
We also are collecting items as prizes for the bingo/raffle ticket games that follow the lunch. This year
there will be a special guest appearance as the bingo caller-Randy Mayer! Small appliances, home decorator items (pillows) larger containers of laundry detergent, etc. and gift cards for Walmart, Target or
Fry’s are “hot” items as prizes for both bingo and raffle tickets.
The POZ Cafe also provides opportunities for church members/attendees to volunteer on the day of the
luncheon. We will need at least six volunteers to attend October 19th from approximately 8:45 a.m. to
1 p.m. Volunteers are served lunch as well! The luncheon is held at St. Frances in the Foothills United
Methodist Church in Tucson.
Watch for more information and notices in church and the weekly bulletin. For questions or to sign up
as a volunteer please contact Dale Jones 360-694-7353 or Rex Crouse 520-609-3639.
Bookworms
Bookworms, the women's evening book discussion
group, will meet October 21, to discuss "A Tale for the
Time Being," by Ruth Ozeki. Nov. 18, we will discuss
"The Lost Girls of Paris," by Pan Jenoff. We meet the
third Monday of every month, at 7 pm,
in the Lantana Room, on the third floor
of La Vista at la Posada. For more information, contact Sandra Rooney,
srooney1935@gmail.com of 648-4264.

SouthWinds Farm Comes to
Good Shepherd

SouthWinds Farm — Joe Marlowe — will be selling CSA (Community Supported Agriculture)
shares consisting of 16 weekly deliveries of delicious, fresh, organic vegetables. Distribution will
be at The Good Shepherd UCC beginning Monday, November 4. For more information, please
email Joe@SouthWindsFarm.org
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Best Wishes

for a

Sunday Forum 2019-2020

Happy Birthday!
October 6
Jessica Thomas
Ferne McHaffie
Carole Rusch
Kendra Kuehn
Delle McCormick
Rex Crouse
Dick Degen
Anna Griessel
Leslie DeGrassi
Carolyn Hubbard
Mitzi Eilts-Welch
Judy Jahnke
Jim Woodbrey
Karen Kressley
Bill McCormick
Mary Chapman
Barb Eyre
Harvey Holter
Jean McIver
Doodee Backstrom
Yong Rueb
Georgette Valle

10/01
10/02
10/03
10/03
10/04
10/06
10/10
10/11
10/12
10/13
10/13
10/13
10/16
10/16
10/17
10/20
10/20
10/21
10/21
10/27
10/28
10/31

October 13

The Samaritans

October 20

Guest-Michael Curry
Understanding
Disabilities

October 27

Guest-Maureen Brooks
The Equal Rights
Amendment

Estate Sales Needs YOU!

Congratulations
on Your
Wedding Anniversary
Doug & Patty Lisotto
Heidi & Gary Geroux
Sam & Sage Dyer
John & Penny Pestle
Cynthia & Peter Dean
Ray & Kelly Frieders
Melinda Louise & Linda Jehle
Carol Wood & Carol Dixon

Guest-Ed Hunt
What’s up for the Forum?

10/04
10/09
10/10
10/11
10/16
10/17
10/22
10/24

If you have not seen your special day (birthday/
anniversary) in the newsletter, please contact
Amy if you would like to update your record.

It's fall and that means Estate Sales for Good Shepherd Church. As you may know the Women's Fellowship conducts estate sales twice a month. We are
proud to say we have been doing them for over 25
years and were the first to do them in Green Valley.
We've brought in over $1 million dollars that have
supported church projects as well as community organizations.
That said they are only successful because of the
amazing work by church volunteers, men and women.
Typically we set up and price in the mornings of the
first 3 days of the week and the sale is Thursday and
Friday. It takes all kinds to help, those that can do
some lifting to those that need to sit and price. It has
been so well organized that there are guidelines for
everything so it's easy to learn what's needed.
We are looking for more volunteers to help. We especially need more men. If you love to sort through tools
and garage items we need you! Come try it! (not
knowing how to price is not an excuse, we guide you
through it.) It's a great way to get to know others in
the church and have fun doing it.
If you'd like to help please email Nikki Harrison at
nikkiharrison45@gmail.com She keeps you informed
6 as to what's happening. We have two scheduled for
October already!

Amigos
“Amigos” meAns friends….
At the Good Shepherd, it means all of you
From October to May, neighborhood Amigos groups gather once a month for fun and fellowship. Some
groups continue to meet during the summer. Each Amigos group has a facilitator(s) who organizes various activities which are of interest to the group such as potlucks, Gaslight Theater outings, picnics,
dinner/lunch at local restaurants, wine tastings and more.
There are currently 8 Amigos groups. The groups are autonomous but share the same goal of giving
our church family a way to build stronger supportive relationships with one another. The Amigos
groups also provide refreshments for Sunday fellowship coffee hour.
AMIGOS GROUPS
General locations
Abrego Amigos (Abrego,E La Canada, to Springs)
East Desert Amigos (Quail Creek plus)
La Posada
Metro South Amigos (S of Continental, W of I 19)
Sahuarita Amigos (N of Duval)
Tubac, Amado, Rio Rico Amigos
West Desert (S of Esperanza, W of La Canada, N of Continental)
West Side (W of La Canada, Esperanza to Duval Mine Rd. plus RV resort)
Looking for volunteers to help plan activities in your Amigos Group.
No experience necessary…
Please let me know if you are interested…
Several folks can work together from one group.
Email or call:
Joan Merrill

JBPilotess@aol.com

520-625-8305

Stewardship Message
Greetings from your Stewardship Team. We trust you've had an enjoyable and meaningful summer and are preparing for the excitement and activities at The Good Shepherd as we head into Fall.

This past year's annual stewardship campaign to raise funds to meet the missions and operation of our church
was our most successful ever, with a 15% increase in participation and pledged amounts over 2018. Historically,
our congregation has faithfully stuck to their pledges, with better than a 95% fulfillment rate (the envy of most
churches!). At their September meeting, our Finance Committee noted that pledge participation was again on
track, although September was often a slow month (so please check your personal giving commitment and how
you're doing!). Thank you all.
We're presently casting about for a 'stewardship theme' for this coming season. 'Though admittedly, I keep coming back to Matthew 25:40, where Jesus admonishes his followers, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did for one of the
least of these my brothers, you also did it for me.' Pretty well expresses our purpose here at The Good Shepherd
in my opinion. As one member recently told me, 'generosity is part of our lives personally; it is an expression of
7

who we are'.

Well, your Stewardship Team will hopefully develop as motivating a campaign this coming year as we were able
to do last year. Lots to do here in our community and larger world to live Jesus' words. Please stay tuned! For
our team, my best regards,
Hathaway Cornelius
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting Tuesday, June 11, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Present: Rex Crouse, Dennis St. John, Nancy Bowen, Randy Mayer, Terry Linthicum, Leslie DeGrassi, Sam Dyer.
Absent: Mitzi Eilts, Rebecca McElfresh
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Rex Crouse at 7:05 p.m.
1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer
2. Minutes of the last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi. • MOTION: (Dennis/Leslie) The minutes of the May 14,
2019, meeting were approved as corrected.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer. • At the end of May, we were at 54% of this year’s budget for income, and
42.5% of the year’s budgeted expenses.That is normal for this time of year, although May is traditionally a light
month in income.
4. Facilities: Terry Linthicum. Terry recommends looking for another landscaping company, since our current
landscapers are not proving to be reliable. Sam might have some leads on a replacement. The outdoor security
lights are not yet all installed. To help solve the missing keys issues, Randy is recommending a keyless entry solution on selected doors—classrooms 1 and 2 plus the nearby restrooms. Terry will research the possibilities.
5. Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGrassi. The SFB board of directors is in conversation about extending the
hours of the Thursday market from 1-5 pm. No decision has been reached. The next SFB board meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, August 24.
6. Program: Mitzi Eilts. There was no report due to Mitzi’s absence.
7. Church Security Update: Dennis St. John. Consistent coverage of the narthex is needed during worship.
Dennis reported on the strategy of his church up north. Members are assigned certain dates for ushering and
coffee hour. Randy pointed out that we need trained people for security. Randy will post a notice recruiting
someone to organize the ushers, since there is no committee that oversees ushers. It was suggested that the
food aspect of coffee hour be eliminated in the future.
Jim Scovil’s signage project is on hold while he is away in the summer.

8. Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer
Staffing changes: Anahi finishes her duties as Director of Faith Formation for Children at the end of July. Alejandra Rosas Goycolea is a possibility for a replacement for Anahi. Randy officiated at Jeanette Blank’s recent
funeral. Randy and Rebecca will attend General Synod in Milwaukee June 21-25. Randy will also preach at
his seminary and lead a workshop there.
9. Other: Rex Crouse. The next meeting is August 13; there will be no July meeting.
10. Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
The meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary
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