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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

First-run feature film coming
To Good Shepherd!
American Heretics: The Politics of the Gospel is a new
independent documentary showing at film festivals,
churches, and colleges around the country. We've
been fortunate to book a showing at The Good Shepherd on Friday, November 15 at 3:00 PM - the
film's Arizona premier! Quoting the website https://
www.americanhereticsthefilm.com/
...a group of defiant ministers, congregations, and
community leaders are challenging deeply rooted fundamentalist Christian doctrine in favor of a Gospel of
Inclusion. Labeled as “heretics” for their beliefs and
actions... these American Heretics are still interested
in saving you from hell, but i…
One of the people in the film is Rev. Dr. Robin Meyers, Senior Minister of Mayﬂower Congregational
United Church of Christ in Oklahoma City since
1985. Rev. Meyers will speak at The Good Shepherd
in Feb. 2021 for the Progressive Theology weekend.
Join with friends and neighbors in our faith community for this fascinating and challenging look into how
other congregations are grappling with what it means
to be a Christian in these complicated times. A donation of $5 is suggested to help defray our booking fee
for this 1st run film.
Jim Armstrong Tel: 440-364-1640

Women’s Fellowship
Welcome Back Luncheon
Tuesday, November 12, 2:00 pm
LADIES: Please mark your calendars and join us
for the “Welcome Back” luncheon to be held in
the Redman Room November 12 at noon.
Please bring a salad or dessert to serve 6.
A sign-up sheet is posted in the Narthex. Our
guest speaker will be Laura Romero, Executive
Director of the St. Andrew’s Children’s Clinic.

November Spiritual Growth
Study Group Opportunity
If you are sometimes plagued by a sense of not being
good enough, or you find you struggle with perfectionism, this opportunity might be for you.
We will read The Gifts of Imperfection by Brene
Brown, author and researcher in the field of social
work. We will meet each Wednesday in November
from 3:30 - 5:00 in classroom 2. Copies of the book
are available from the library and Amazon (Kindle
edition is ok!). Rebecca McElfresh will be the facilitator.

The Good Shepherd
United Church of Christ

Inquirer’s Class
Sunday November 10

Senior Minister: Rev. Randy J. Mayer
Minister of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Growth:
Rebecca McElfresh
Director of Faith Formation for Children & Youth:
Alejandra Rosas
CWS Immigration Organizer: Rev. Noel Andersen
Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money:
Nancy Ackley
Music Director & Coordinators: Jeff Vanderlee
Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen
Diane Otey-Van Deurzen
Pianist: Kay Jean Moore
Custodian: Severo Rivas
Administrator: Amy Dillemuth
Newsletter Editor: Mary Chapman

, 10:15am

th

Anyone that is interested in learning more about the
Good Shepherd, the United Church of Christ and
what membership means can come to the Inquirer’s
class held in the Library in-between services on Sunday November 10 th around 10:15am. We receive new
members into the church on Sunday, November 17 th.
Randy

Stewardship Message
One of the earliest sermons regarding stewardship
that I remember was entitled 'If Money Talks... What
is Ours Saying?' It was a takeoff on the popular 80's
advertisement, “When E. F. Hutton speaks...people
listen”. The gist of the sermon was to invite listeners
to reflect on the question of what their money says
about who we are and what we believe.

Newsletter Helpers:
Jan Bennett, Darlene Clement, Carlos Henriquez, Judy Holcomb, Bill & Marge Kinkead,
Nancy Linthicum, Marilyn and Tom Regnier,
Carrie Scheufler
Executive Committee
Moderator: Rex Crouse
Moderator elect: Dennis St. John
Treasurer: Sam Dyer
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi

As individuals and as a community of faith - how,
where, why, and on whom we spend our money
speaks volumes about our core values, what we believe and what are the important issues in our lives.

For some, giving to the church and to other charities
falls into the discretionary category. For my wife and
myself, it does not – it is an essential expression of
our gratitude to God for the blessings in our lives.
Determining our commitment, choosing wisely the
charities and nonprofits that do the most good with
the least resources, and then giving generously are
essential to our understanding of being a steward of
the resources with which we have been blessed. I am
hard-pressed to name another organization that does
as much with our monies toward making a difference
for our community – both congregationally and locally – as does The Good Shepherd.

Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius
Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team:
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Mitzi Eilts
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

Soon we will be asked to consider our financial commitment to our church for the upcoming year. As
you do, I invite you to reflect on the values you hold
most deeply and the beliefs you cherish most dearly.
And then, to ask yourself, “what does my giving say
about what I believe and value?”

Newsletter Deadline
DECEMBER ISSUE
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 20

Best regards, Hathaway Cornelius

Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net
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Last Call! FALL FESTIVAL

Friday October 25th
5:30pm-7pm
Come and have a hot time at the our Fall
Festival at The Good Shepherd Church
on Friday, October 25 from 5:30-7pm.
We are looking for some contestants for the Chili Cook
off as well as the Salsa Competition. Please sign up at
the church. What Can You Expect??? Live music,
Pumpkin Carving, Costume Contest, Sample and Vote
on the Chili Cook-off and Salsa Competition----and a
whole lot more. Be sure and bring lots of friends. You
will definitely have a hot time!!!

Yes! Thanksgiving Dinner at Church
Gather with your Good Shepherd friends for a
scrumptious meal and good fellowship. Bring a dish
to pass if you’re able. Turkey and basics will be provided.
Dinner will be at 2pm. Bring a side or dessert to
share. Sign up in the narthex—signups must be in
by November 17!

P.S. This will be Curt and Nancy Ackley’s last time
coordinating the meal. We are looking
for a couple of people who would like
to take on this job and who could work
with them this time to prepare for future events.
Javarita Coffee House Presents
Hard Road
Friday, November 8, 7pm

Steve Smith, Anne Luna and Chris Sanders are
The Hard Road Trio, original southwestern
acoustic music at the crossroads of Roots and
Bluegrass. The Trio sound is even greater than
the sum of these parts: perfect harmonies, stunning mandolin playing, and award winning songwriting. Tickets $15 www.hardroadtrio.com

Church Security Update
Our church security is an ongoing process. The next
process that is beginning is an overhaul of our key(s)
system. The committee will be short term and will be
kept to a minimum number of members......5-6. The
task will be to audit the current situation-number of
different keyholes, number of keys in circulation, most
efficient entry systems (coded or key) needed for
rooms with different or multiple uses, and determination of how many keys need to be in circulation.
A committee of church members is being organized to
address this situation. If you are interested in serving
on this committee notify
Rex Crouse, moderator, at 520-609-3639.
Family-to-Family Class
Dear Members and Friends of Good Shepherd,
Please consider attending a no cost, 12 week class
called the Family-to-Family class. It is for family,
partners and friends of individuals with serious mental illness sponsored by NAMI (National Association
of Mental Illness). It will be held on Fridays beginning the first week of January at Good Shepherd
Church, the first class like this in Green Valley. We
will advertise in the community but need 12 persons
for the class to be held.
It will provide current information about schizophrenia, major depression, bipolar disorder, panic disorder, obsessive compulsive disorder and border personality disorder. There will be updates on medication and side effects plus current research on the biology of brain disorders. A special time will be given
for problem-solving, listening and communication
skills. Strategies will be presented for handling crisis
and relapse and locating support and services.

More information will follow in the December Newsletter on line and the Wednesday email.
I attended this class last year in Tucson and, because
Earl and I have a relative with schizophrenia, I
learned so much in this class and it changed so much
of my thinking and beliefs about mental illness and I
also learned more about understanding the lived experiences of a person with mental illness. It was an
invaluable time.
Barb Eyre,
3 Member of the Congregation

Good Shepherd Wisdom

Global Ministries Partners Making Huge Impact

for Migrant Communities

I judge there is a tremendous amount of wisdom
among all of us. I would like to record some of that
wisdom by asking a simple question every week. I
have been attending Good Shepherd since 2004 and
have grown in compassion, love and wisdom since
that date. I am going to lead the Adult Forum on February 2, 2020 when I will present our collection of
wisdom. Watch for the Wednesday email message. My first question is:

By Rev. Randy J. Mayer
In the last five or ten years the world has stepped into
a sweeping global immigration epidemic where one in
every seven people are being pushed by war, violence,
climate change, or poverty out of their home countries
and pulled into countries that are often resisting their
arrival. In many ways it is an exodus of biblical proportion from the global south to the north. [The UCC
and Disciples adopted parallel resolutions at General
Synod and General Assembly this summer on the
state of Global Forced Migration, which can be found
by clicking these links:
http://ucceverywhere.org/synod/wp-content/
uploads/2019/04/Comm.-03-Global-ForcedMigration-FINAL.pdf
and
https://ga.disciples.org/wp-content/
uploads/2019/03/GA-1925-Addressing-the-State-ofGlobal-Forced-Migration.pdf.]
The United States started to experience the impact of
this exodus as early as 1993 even before the NAFTA
free trade agreement was signed. For more than 25
years there has been a steady flow of migrants, refugees and asylum seekers traveling through the Sonoran Desert. In 2000 the Good Shepherd UCC in Sahuarita, Arizona had no choice but to get involved in
the humanitarian movement. What else can a faith
community do when desperate people are knocking at
your door asking for water and help? What else can a
faith community do when dead bodies are found in
your neighborhood in alarming numbers? You start
asking questions, developing programs to help the
people knocking at your doors, you start going up the
river to see why so many dead bodies are appearing in
your neighborhood. Never would we have dreamed
that 20 years later we would still have knocks on our
doors and dead bodies in our neighborhoods.

What surprises you about your life today?
Second question:
I am glad I listened.........
Oliver Wendell Holmes said, “ It is the province of
knowledge to speak and it is the privilege of wisdom
to listen”.
Email a few sentences to Rick Ernst 88rickernst@gmail.com you will be responding anonymously. Look for the headline
Good Shepherd Wisdom 2/2/20
Rick Ernst
Garden & Planet — Trees
We returned two weeks ago and have been getting
our house and yard in order again with lots of dust,
weeds, dead bugs to attend to. It's great to be back in
Arizona and at church to see friends and catch up on
summer events. We did some trimming of dead
limbs and twigs on the kumquat trees on the patio,
refreshed the soil a bit and planted snapdragons and
violas, plants that are relatively hardy in cold weather. Real trimming needs to wait till spring of course
and we missed the deadline for fertilizer the end of
September. The next fertilizer application should be
mid February for spring growth. Its great to see giant
swallowtail butterflies and Queen butterflies flying
still here. We noticed that the fruit trees by the garden have some needs so I will seek some free advice
from the Green Valley Garden Club on how to trim
these trees in the spring for best production. More
news on the garden next issue!

Being on the front-lines of the immigration struggle
along the US/Mexico border has created natural connections with our global partners around the world
that are now finding themselves in the midst of the
flow of immigration into their communities. Recently,
my wife Norma and I were able to visit our denominational partners in Italy and Greece and observe first
hand their faithful hospitality to the stranger.
Our relationship with the Waldensian Church in Italy
began six years ago when we received a call from
Global Ministries requesting that we host a group

Lois and Mike Rose
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nently settle families in their community. Their resettlement and integration program is so well established
that the United Nations Human Rights Council Union
has lifted up the work of Perichoresis as the premier
resettlement program that should be implemented
throughout Europe to successfully settle and integrate
asylum seekers and migrants into Europe.

coming from Italy that was just beginning to get involved in the growing immigration situation in the
Mediterranean Sea. We hosted them and began to
make a powerful connection that the call to care for
the stranger was the same in the Mediterranean Sea
as the Sonoran Desert. Now, years later we have had
multiple visits and exchanges. Gaining perspective
from another part of the world has given us both a
different angle to glimpse the struggle and gain valuable insight on how to do faithful ministry, as the global politics moves toward building walls and abandoning the principles of inclusion and welcome of the
stranger. Today the Waldensian Church is a leading
voice in Europe as they put their faith on the line to
finance and work on the rescue boats named, “Sea
Watch” and “Open Arms.” They are performing dramatic rescues of desperate people, abandoned by their
smugglers in the Mediterranean Sea. They also have
developed a project called, “humanitarian corridors”
that is an agreement with their government that allows the church to legally and safely bring a set number of asylum seekers into Italy each year and resettle
them in their communities. While we were attending
the Waldensian Synod in Torre Pellice the Italian
Prime Minister Giuseppe Conte in a speech to the Italian Lower House, called for concrete initiatives “such
as the setting up of European humanitarian corridors”
to enable the European Union to “leave behind emergency management” of the migration crisis. A powerful example of how people of faith can inject themselves into the political discourse and human tragedy
to create healthy models that address the immigration
struggle.

Small bands of believers making a huge difference and
showing the rest of us how to be faithful and welcome
the stranger. Small protestant churches sprinkled like
leaven and salt, barely visible to the dominant church
and culture in their countries, but they are doing big
things in the eyes of God and the building of the Kindom on earth as it is in heaven. Thank God for our
UCC and Disciples global partners, may they continue
to inspire and lead us in the ways of faithful living.

Sunday Forum 2019-2020

From Italy we traveled to Katerini, Greece to visit the
Evangelical Church of Greece, an historic church with
a long tradition of putting justice into action. We
spent five days with them learning about their incredible immigration and refugee program called Perichoresis. It began in 2015 as a simple act of Christian
hospitality as they responded to the arrival of thousands upon thousands of Middle Eastern refugees to
camps near the border of Greece and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. They went to the
camps to offer support and supplies, which led to welcoming the asylum seekers into their homes, which
led to the development of large scale programs to receive and care for the asylum seekers. Today, Perichoresis has fifty staff members giving medical care, legal
and psychological support, and housing managers
that have created living facilities that are safe and stable. Perichoresis now rents 126 apartments to temporarily house 600 vulnerable asylum seekers escaping
the horrors of war and exploitation. They have rented
an additional 10 apartments to integrate and perma-

November
3

Guest: David Hoekema, Professor
or Philosophy at Calvin College
Interfaith Peace Activism in
Uganda

November
10

Guest: Fred Ginocchio
Stony the Road: Reconstruction, White Supremacy, and
the Rise of Jim Crow.
Henry Louis Gates.

November
17

Guest: Laura Romero, Director
St. Andrews Children’s Project

SouthWinds Farm Comes to
Good Shepherd
SouthWinds Farm — Joe Marlowe — will be selling
CSA (Community Supported Agriculture) shares
consisting of 16 weekly deliveries of delicious,
fresh, organic vegetables. Distribution will be at
The Good Shepherd UCC beginning Monday, November 4. For more information, please email
Joe@SouthWindsFarm.org
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Best Wishes

Congratulations

for a

on Your

Happy Birthday!
Marilyn Townley
Ken Woodward
Connie Coles
Paul Chaffee
Jan Diers
Kelly Frieders
Kay Kennard
Anita Landess
Sam McElwaine
Clare Renoux
Bill Cochran
Ruth Holter
Bill Kinkead
Ruthanna Higley
Sandy Lindahl
Sue Gillett
Anna Dethmers
Suzanne Schinkel
Dick Setter
Paula Welch-Eilts
Colleen Bockman
Donna Worland
Stan Holdeman
Barbara Buesing

11/01
11/02
11/03
11/06
11/06
11/07
11/08
11/08
11/09
11/12
11/16
11/17
11/18
11/19
11/19
11/20
11/21
11/21
11/23
11/24
11/28
11/30
11/30
11/30

Wedding Anniversary
Connie & John Aglione
Rick & Joan Ernst
Chris & Jessica Thomas
Donn & Ruthanna Higley
Paul & Gail Chaffee

11/06
11/19
11/19
11/26
11/28

If you have not seen your special day (birthday/
anniversary) in the newsletter, please contact
Amy if you would like to update your record.

Amigos
“Amigos” means friends…. At the Good Shepherd, it means all of you
From October to May, neighborhood Amigos groups gather once a month for fun and fellowship. Some groups continue to meet during the summer. Each Amigos group has a facilitator(s) who organizes various activities which are
of interest to the group such as potlucks, Gaslight Theater outings, picnics, dinner/lunch at local restaurants, wine
tastings and more. There are currently 8 Amigos groups. The groups are autonomous but share the same goal of giving our church family a way to build stronger supportive relationships with one another. The Amigos groups also
provide refreshments for Sunday fellowship coffee hour.
AMIGOS GROUPS
General locations
Abrego Amigos (Abrego,E La Canada, to Springs)
East Desert Amigos (Quail Creek plus)
La Posada
Metro South Amigos (S of Continental, W of I 19)
Sahuarita Amigos (N of Duval)
Tubac, Amado, Rio Rico Amigos
West Desert (S of Esperanza, W of La Canada, N of Continental)
West Side (W of La Canada, Esperanza to Duval Mine Rd. plus RV resort)
Looking for volunteers to help plan activities in your Amigos Group. No experience necessary…
Please let me know if you are interested…Several folks can work together from one group.
Email or call: Joan Merrill

JBPilotess@aol.com

520-625-8305
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youth truly need the private sector to continue
studies beyond elementary level. What we know
as middle and high school in the US is heavily
weighted to our old trade schools in Guatemala,
thus providing high school graduates there an excellent opportunity for training for many career
oriented employment opportunities on graduation.
This provides not only the opportunity to remain
in their country, supporting themselves and their
family, but reduces the need for emigration for
employment. It is beyond imagination the difference at our borders if more Central American
young people would have an opportunity for an
educational scholarship in their own country! You
are invited to add your name to those who are already Good Shepherd supporters, Let it be so!

2020 The Good Shepherd/Probigua Scholar-

ship Program & The Good Shepherd/Probigua
Spanish & Mayan Immersion Program

Some quick fact checks on these two successful collaborative programs between The Good Shepherd and the
Probigua Language School in Antigua, Guatemala
since their inception in the early 200’s.
Scholarship Program




















This will be the 17th year.
A scholarship program for Guatemalan youth of
middle and high school age living in the Guatemalan Highlands

Spanish/Mayan Immersion Program in Guatemala

A full yearly scholarship in Guatemala would be
equal to US$450-500.



Scholarship monies raised to date = $78,444
Average yearly donation = $5,125 over recent
years.



Average # of scholarships each year = 20
Total of scholarships over the past 16 years = 320.
A number of students who meet qualifications receive a yearly scholarship over 3 years, thus, the
actual number of recipients is less.





The coordinator of the scholarship program at
Probigua is Reyna Interiano, who many church
members know since she has been our visiting
teacher from Probigua twice since 2011 at Good
Shepherd-sponsored yearly Spanish Classes.



Sources of Funding include the Annual Church
Mission Fair, a percentage of the registration fees
for Spanish Classes, and personal donations.



Dates for the 2020 Campaign:


1. Church Mission Fair: November 24, December 8 & 15, 2019
2. Personal Gifts: November 24, 2019February 23, 2020. Note: on personal
checks, write Probigua Scholarship on
memo line and deposit in church offer
ing plate or leave at church office.






2020 will be the 10th two-week program of the
church, which is held every other year in Antigua,
Guatemala and the surrounding Highland area.
155 participants have taken part in the first 9 programs. A number of participants have gone for 2
or more trips. 88 participants have been church
members of Good Shepherd.
Participants live and have meals in Guatemalan
homes in Antigua.

Participants on a one-to-one student/teacher basis
take 4 hours of Spanish classes daily, MondayFriday, for a total of 40 hours. Teaching levels
range from beginner to bi-lingual.
A number of education/cultural trip programs are
scheduled during the two weeks.
Excursions include a week-end trip to Lake Atitlan
and its famous 3 volcanoes and multiple Mayan
communities, and a trip to the world famous Mayan Market in Chichicastenango.
If you have longed to become aware of and connected to another culture, other than a tourist trip,
then this is for you!

Dates for 2020 Immersion Program
are:
March 22-April 4

Scholarship Program leaders are Anna Dethmers
and Lynn Nowakowski





Final Comment. In Guatemala, public education
beyond the 6th grade is almost extinct. Thus,
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Trip Coordinator: Rev. Randy Mayer
Information on the trip will be forthcoming.
Speak to Randy if you have any questions.

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, September 10, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Present: Rex Crouse, Sam Dyer, Dennis St. John, Nancy Bowen, Mitzi Eilts, Leslie DeGrassi, Terry Linthicum
Absent: Rebecca McElfresh, Randy Mayer
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Rex Crouse at 7:12 p.m.
Minutes of last meeting: Leslie DeGr assi
MOTION: (Sam/Dennis) The minutes of the August meeting were approved as corrected.
Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer
Only 50% of our budgeted income was received this month. It may be a function of Amy’s emergency absence. It will be reviewed and corrected where needed. We still have plenty of cash on reserve.
Facilities: Ter r y Linthicum
The single-door freezer needs repair or replacement. A new one is about $1800.
Terry reported that keyless locks with audit trail are very expensive. We don’t need that type for the rest rooms.
It was asked what doors really need to have keyless locks to manage outside users’ entry.
A key system (master key + subset + individual rooms) was discussed. It was suggested that we research how others manage
keys.
Panic bars are very expensive. Do we want to use long-term maintenance money for those?
It was reported to Rex that someone recently accessed the food storage buildings with a key.
Carlos has volunteered to consult about a key system.
Could we use Capital Campaign funds for the keys and door solution?
Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGr assi
The food bank Capital Campaign has reached $1.4 million. The goal is $2.2 million.
The next SFB board meeting is on September 25.
Program Update: Mitzi Eilts
A Community Climate Rally has been scheduled for Friday, September 20 from 8-10 am at the corner of Esperanza Blvd. and
La Cañada. There will also be a film screening of "Paris to Pittsburgh" that day at 10:30 am at the Joyner-Green Valley Library.
The MSJ committee will meet next in October. Mike Nagle is working on a correspondence ministry for migrants.
A Neighbors in Need offering will be collected on October 6.
Details of the Alternative Gift Fair are progressing.
Old Business: Rex Crouse
Music/worship committee thoughts and next steps
Do we want a formal worship committee? What do other congregations do?
Issue was tabled until Randy is present.
Ushers/Security
Rick Ernst has sent emails soliciting ushers at worship with very little response. He is open to any ideas.
Electronic Quarterly Reports and Monthly Newsletter
Rex will introduce to the congregations the concept of receiving the newsletter and reports exclusively via email.
Pastor’s Sabbatical: Rex Crouse
Following the travels of Randy and Norma!
Next meeting: October 8
The meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary
8

9

