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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.

Stewardship Message
Our Stewardship theme this year is simply, “the way.” It comes from a passage from the gospel of John
that recites Jesus’ well know words, “I am the way, and the truth and the life. No one comes to God except through me.”
What is the way? Some like to believe, “the way” is a narrow door that is set to separate and exclude.
Others like to think of it as a belief system that helps assure eternal life.
I like to think of “the way,” as a model for living. According to the book of Acts, the first followers of
Jesus were called "people of the way." They practiced Jesus ways of love, generosity, inclusion and
sharing. It became their way of life, and when they practiced “the way,” things seemed to be more joyous and filled with life, they felt closer to the Holy.
The Good Shepherd is a good place for people to practice “the way.” We have two spirited worship services on Sunday morning that try to set a tone of “the way.” There are plenty of study and educational
opportunities to learn about “the way.” We have Amigo groups, Men’s and Women’s Fellowships, Care
Team, Stephen Ministers and a whole host of other programs for people to build community and do intentional care giving that models, “the way.” And of course there are a plethora of service and mission
opportunities for people to get their hands and feet engaged in “the way.”
As we move into our New Year and people prepare to make a financial commitment to the ministry and
mission of The Good Shepherd, I hope you will reflect a little bit about Jesus’ way and how we practice
it at The Good Shepherd. Maybe this year we can move closer to the path of Jesus’ earliest followers
and along “the way” we might just might experience the joy, fullness of life, and sense of Holy in our
midst. May it be so!
With you on the Journey,
Randy
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Common Ground on the Border /
Border Issues Fair
We are delighted to have unprecedented response
to our Common Ground on the Border / Border
Issues Fair event. January 16-18, 2020. We have
individuals and groups coming from across the
country to learn more about what is happening in
our border lands. Many thanks to those who
have volunteered to make this event a successful
one! It takes many hands and many willing
hearts to engage in this ministry. We are in just
the right place at just the right time to help others
across the country learn about how they might
support the work at the border.

Executive Committee
Moderator: Rex Crouse
Moderator elect: Dennis St. John
Treasurer: Sam Dyer
Council Secretary: Leslie DeGrassi
Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius
Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team:
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield

Newsletter Deadline
FEBRUARY ISSUE
WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15
Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net
2

Due to limitations of space, we found it necessary
to close registration to those wanting to attend
the entire conference. However, for those who
are still interested in attending part of the event,
there are still some opportunities available. Tickets will be sold at the door for both the Friday
evening ($20.00) and the Saturday evening
($10.00) concerts. This year, we are delighted to
welcome Scott Ainslie for Friday evening. He is a
very talented musician and has a solid understanding of the role of music in our history of social injustice. Saturday evening, we will welcome
faculty and students to the stage and you will
have the opportunity to view some of the creative
work of the students during their time in our
classes. Finally, there are two classes still available and you can purchase tickets at the door for
these classes on Friday ($30.00 each). The first
class meets from 1:00 - 3:00 on Friday and Saturday and is called "Bystander Intervention." The
second class, Immigration 101, meets from 3:15 5:15 on Friday and Saturday. You can find course
descriptions for these classes in the brochure located at
www.commongroundontheborder.wordpress.co
m.

Come and be inspired with ideas for how we can
make a difference! Pizza is served at 5:15 pm,
and the film begins at 6:00 pm. If you are able,
please come a few minutes early and help us set
up tables and chairs.

Javarita Coffeehouse
Two Great Concerts
January 17th and 18th –

The Mission, Service, and Justice Team hosts this
series every winter, usually the last Friday each
month. Stay tuned for future movie announcements!

7:00pm
Friday--Jan 17 th--Scott Ainslie---Steeped in
traditional music from both sides of the color
line, Scott Ainslie is a renowned acoustic blues
guitarist, singer and songwriter. He learned
southern old-time ballads, banjo and fiddle from
senior musicians in North Carolina and West Virginia and blues from his black elders in North
Carolina, Virginia, South Carolina, Georgia and
Mississippi: his roots are deep. Tickets $20 cattailmusic.com

Circle of Friends Dinners
Circle of Friends dinners are like a
mini-potluck in someone’s home.
The purpose is to become better acquainted with
Good Shepherd people in a small social comfortable setting. You simply sign up on the yellow
sheet on the narthex bulletin board and specify to
be a host or guest. If you are a host, you plan the
main course and phone the guests to ask if they
would bring an appetizer, vegetable, salad or dessert. If you are a guest, you prepare one part of
the meal.

Saturday—Jan 18 th--Common Ground on
the Border Community Concert--- A variety
of performances from staff and students of the
Common Ground community. Expect everything
from drumming, the blues, country, old time, mariachi—you name it—it will happen. A great conclusion to an amazing week. Tickets $10

We are trying something a bit different in the
new year by giving the host a range of dates
rather than one specific day, which we hope will
give more flexibility and allow more people to get
involved. Another change is if you would rather
invite guests on your own rather than have people assigned to you, you can do that. Just let one
of us know who you have invited.

Friday Pizza & Movie Nights
Begin Jan. 31, 2020

The 2020 dates are:

Join your Good Shepherd family
for pizza and salad followed by a
thought-provoking film. Our kickoff this year is
the National Geographic documentary Paris to
Pittsburgh ...thank you, Bette Mulley, for obtaining this important film! The movie
"...celebrates how Americans are demanding and
developing real solutions in the face of climate
change. And as the weather grows more deadly
and destructive, they aren’t waiting on Washington to act" -- https://
www.paristopittsburgh.com/

January week of the 20th
February week of the17th
March week of the16th
April week of the13th
Please do plan to join in the fun. Either sign up to
have people assigned to you or invite others to
make up your own group.
If you have questions call Mary Ferland, 520-398
-7178 or Flo Mayer, 406-459-2749
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gram for more than 30 young Guatemalans each
year.
Pastor Randy Mayer will be leading a group to
Guatemala to study for two weeks, leaving Saturday, March 21 and returning Saturday, April 4.
We will be staying with families during the week,
and going on a weekend adventure March 27-29.
Airfare costs are usually around $650 to $800,
four hours of one on one Spanish instruction for
2 weeks is $160 x 2 =$320. And the 7 day homestay including 3 meals a day (except Sunday) is
$120 x 2 = $240.

2020 Spanish Classes
Jan. 13-Feb. 19
¡Hola Amigos!
Time is running out to sign up for this year's six
weeks of Spanish classes, Mondays and Wednesdays, 9:30am-noon, Jan. 13th through Feb. 19th.

It should be a great experience. If you are interested, please contact Rev. Mayer via e-mail--bienshphrd@aol.com.

Sign up sheets will remain posted on the bulletin
board in the narthex until January 6th.

Poet’s Corner

Six classes will be offered this year: Beginner, Advanced Beginner, Intermediate, Transition to
Conversation, Conversation I, and Conversation
II.

When Life Seems a To-Do List
by Marjorie Saiser

Transition to Conversation, is for practical use of
the vocabulary & verb tenses learned in Spanish
II. Conversation I and II are in Spanish only.

When the squares of the week
fill with musts and shoulds,
when you swim in the heaviness
of headlines, the fear and the hate,
then with any luck at all
the crescent moon will startle you,
and you’ll have someone to see it with,
to step out the backdoor with,
asking: Is that Venus or what?
You’ll decide to stand there, two of you,
under stars sending out rays that will not
reach you in your lifetime.
You’ll choose, before the chaos
starts up again, to stand together
in that particular light.

The cost for the six weeks of classes is $60, with
$30 going towards scholarships for Guatemalan
students in Antigua, Guatemala.
Let your friends & neighbors know about these
fun classes.
If you have any questions, please contact Judy
Bischoff or Nancy Bowen.

Guatemala Language Immersion
March 21-April 4
The Good Shepherd has had a long relationship
with Probigua Language School in Antigua. But
Probigua is much more than a language school,
they have created rural libraries all over Guatemala as well as several schools for young Guatemalans, and they administer our scholarship pro4

Spiritual Growth Series
The third class in the Spiritual Growth Series will
be offered on Wednesdays from 3:30-5:00 pm in
room 2 at The Good Shepherd, beginning January 15th and ending with the last class on February 5th. We will read and discuss Parker Palmer's
book called Healing the Heart of Democracy:
The Courage to Create A Politics Worthy of the
Human Spirit. We will finish the book in time to
experience Parker Palmer in person at the Progressive Theology Seminar on February 21-22.
Susan Hill will lead this class. Please indicate
your interest by signing up on the sign up sheet
on the bulletin board in the narthex.

Adult Forum Schedule
Jan. 8

Guest: Westy Egmont, Professor at
Boston College
Criminalization and Redefinition: The
Narrative Border War

Jan. 15

Guest: David Flatt Art Talk
Tanzania Revisited and Health Care
Ministry in Tanzania

Jan. 22

Guests from Italy

Jan. 30

Guest: Susan Hill

Progressive Theology Seminar
February 21-22, 2020
We have an incredible opportunity coming in
February! Parker Palmer, educator and author of
ten books, numerous poems and essays, will join
Carrie Newcomer, prolific singer and songwriter
for a program they call, "Hope in Hard Times."
Are you needing to experience hope? Are you
finding that you are describing our global and national problems as "hard times?" Join us for the
Progressive Theology Seminar where you will
find both encouragement and support as well as a
challenge to continue onward towards creating a
just world for all.
You may wish to find Carrie Newcomer's music
by searching on your favorite internet browser.
She has numerous Youtube videos posted. You
can also locate her work on her website, carrienewcomer.com Prior to the event, you might
want to read one of Parker Palmer's books. Healing the Heart of Democracy: The Courage to
Create A Politics Worthy of the Human Spirit is a
good place to start. Some are already reading On
the Brink of Everything: Grace, Creativity and
Getting Old.
It's time to register for this event. Go to our
church web page, thegoodshepherducc.org where
you will find a link for registration. You will be
able to both register and pay at this site. If you
would not prefer to pay online, you can register
by printing the registration form, and turning it
in along with your check to the church office.

Art Talk

Taizé
With only five Taizé services remaining before
summer, why not make a resolution to attend?
The next service will be held on January 8 at 5:00
and surely you feel the need to calm yourself after
the holidays. I know there are folks who’d like to
attend if only someone would invite and perhaps
transport them. Look forward to seeing you
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New Quilts in the Sanctuary!
Be sure to take a look at the back Sanctuary wall where you will find two beautiful quilts, lovingly made
by Barb Eyre and Judy Holcomb. These two quilts artfully depict two of our core values at The Good
Shepherd. The first quilt, made by Barb, is a desert scene with articles left behind by migrants making
their journey. The second quilt reminds us of our commitment to radical hospitality as evidenced by
our commitment to be an Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ. Barb and
Judy, we are grateful for these beautiful gifts of your time and talent that remind us of who we are.

The Good Shepherd welcomes the Southwest Conference in April, 2020
The Good Shepherd has been selected to host the Annual UCC Southwest Conference from the
23rd to the 26th of April, 2020! We will welcome approximately 180 delegates seeking to expand their knowledge of how other churches interact
with the wider faith community. And, through our hospitality attendees will
explore the Good Shepherd's purpose in seeking to promote justice, compassion and direction by following in the ways of Jesus.
As the host church, the Good Shepherd will use its facility to the fullest.
The expected workshops and business meetings will be enriched with stories of happenings that
transform, special entertainment and exotic food. If you would like to be an important part of
6 John a call: 520-631-1060.
this event, touch base with Amy or give Dennis St.

Best Wishes for a

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update your record.

Happy Birthday!

Rick Irvin
Pam Irvin
Janet Caballero
Kit Humphries
Vern Wing
Margie Brewer
Lara Harrison
Jim Barrett
Sandra Yahn
Ian Rueb
Ron Hays
Doug Lisotto
John Aglione
Gary Geroux
Thomas Boyles
Marilyn Schoonover
Sally Culler
Marge Saiser
Rick Ernst
Jim Furber

01/01
01/01
01/01
01/02
01/04
01/09
01/10
01/13
01/15
01/15
01/16
01/19
01/20
01/22
01/22
01/25
01/26
01/26
01/28
01/30

BookWorms
Bookworms, the women's evening book discussion group has
selected the following books for
the next several weeks:
Jan. 20, An American Marriage, by Tayari Jones;
Feb. 17, What Alice Forgot, by Liane Moriarty;
March 16, The Hate U Give, by Angie Thomas.
We meet the third Monday of each month, at 7
p.m., in the Lantana Room on the third floor of
La Vista, at La Posada.
For more information, contact Sandra Rooney,
srooney1935@gmail.com, or 648-4264

Congratulations on

Men’s Fellowship

Your

Patio & Rummage Sale

Anniversary

Ken & Sue Woodward
Larry & Bobbi Menefee

It’s not too soon to begin saving donations for
the annual Good Shepherd Patio Sale scheduled for March 6-7, 2020. Storage for large
items beginning mid-December. Stay tuned for
more updates. Questions, call Tom Buinicky,
520-398-7178, cell 603-477-1370

01/02
01/09
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, November 12, 2019, 7:00 p.m.
Present: Rex Crouse, Sam Dyer, Dennis St. John, Nancy Bowen, Leslie DeGrassi, Terry Linthicum,
Rebecca McElfresh, Randy Mayer
Absent: Mitzi Eilts
Guests: Penny Pestle, Tom Wilsted
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Rex Crouse at 7:02 p.m.
Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer
Minutes of last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi
The minutes of the October meeting were approved as corrected.
Sahuarita Food Bank Report: Penny Pestle
Penny gave the food bank’s quarterly report as follows:
 The building plan has expanded from 8000 to 12,700 square feet, based on need for both food and
resource center programs.
 Hiring of professionals and work is underway
 Poster Mirto McDonald are the architects of record; MW Morrissey is the general contractor
 Subcontractors include civil engineers, landscape, structural, mechanical and plumbing, and electrical
 Schematic design phase is complete. Design development review to begin the last week in November.
 Groundbreaking is estimated to be 30 days +/- June 1, 2020. Construction will take 8-10 months.
 $1,320,000 has been raised. 60% of the goal of $2,200,00.
 Thanks to Dennis St. John, Project Manager, for his work on refining the initial conceptual design.
 Dennis St. John presented the current architectural drawing, and stressed how important it is to
cultivate relationships in the community.
 Randy suggested engaging the congregation with a presentation in the spring.
 The execution of a long-term lease is due before ground breaking, and the hope is to have it written in time for the Annual Meeting.
The next SFB-CRC update to the Administrative Team is tentatively scheduled for January.
4. Personnel Update: Tom Wilsted
 Tom reminded us that the personnel handbook was written about two years ago.
 The personnel evaluation process will begin in early to mid-December.
 The process will be presented to staff, and a self evaluation will be required.
 Tom will return to the Administrative Team to follow up in March.
5. Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer
 The month of October turned out to be where we expected, which is the same as last three years.
 Expenses were down 2%. We were reminded that November is a low giving month.
 A comprehensive financial review, a multi-year task, has been completed.
6. Facilities: Terry Linthicum
 Rex is working on a simple contract for our landscaping company agreement.
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We received a bid from Green Valley Cooling and Heating for HVAC maintenance. We will accept the
bid with plain filters.
 New freezer is running well. Terry will not continue with admin team.
 Terry was given permission to ask the Town of Sahuarita to beautify the entrances from La Cañada
Drive.
7. Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGrassi
No report due to Penny’s report
8. Program Update: Mitzi Eilts
No report due to Mitzi’s absence
9. Updates: Rex Crouse
Music and Worship Committee
John Merrill provided a handout of proposals for a tentative music and worship committee.
Discussion was tabled until the December meeting.
Security Transition/Keys Committee
Rex will call together the new committee soon.
Electronic monthly newsletter/quarterly reports
The monthly newsletter and quarterly pledge reports will begin in electronic form in January.
In December, both will be provided both by mail and electronically.
Committee Assignments/Research
Rex will notify all team leaders that have a budget to do their own research on purchases and prepare documents.
Rex will furnish budget amounts to team leaders.
10. Path to Ordination: Rebecca McElfresh
 An Ecclesiastical Council will take place at TGS at 3:00 pm on December 1. Southern Arizona region
of the UCC Southwest Conference will send delegates
 Rebecca will make a presentation, and then the voting delegates will question her, and vote to approve her for ordination.
 Her tentative ordination date is March 1, 2020.
11. Other
No other items were brought to the table.
12. Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer
Randy welcomed Rebecca, and reported that Alejandra is doing well in her new post.
The most recent new member class consisted of 12 people.
The Stewardship Team needs a budget by December.
Rex commented that the church needs more custodial hours. Due to security and other issues we need
someone consistent to open and close each day.
The next meeting-is December 10.
13. Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
The meeting adjourned at 8:24 p.m.
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Respectfully submitted, Leslie DeGrassi, Administrative Team Secretary
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