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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.

Introducing the New Officers of The Good Shepherd
As a congregational church, The Good Shepherd
is governed by a Church Council (aka the Administrative Team) elected by the Church membership. Four members of this group are the Officers of the Church, members who provide the
legal representation of our Church. These positions are the Moderator, Moderator-Elect,
Treasurer, and Recording Secretary. At our upcoming March 8th Annual Meeting we are in the
unique position of electing members to all four
positions. (Dennis St. John, who was elected to
the position of Moderator-Elect at the 2019 Annual Meeting, has been forced for health reasons
to step away from accepting the Moderator position).
Due the suddenness of Dennis' situation, the
new Moderator-Elect will serve in that position
for a shortened period of time, and our Church
will be lead by an interim Moderator for a period of approximately six months. Connie Aglione, who served as Moderator of The Good Shepherd in 2010-11, has agreed to accept nomination to this interim position.
Your Nominating Team would like to introduce
the new prospective Church Officers, for whom
the Church Council is seeking your election support.
Interim Moderator: Connie Aglione tells us, "My
husband John and I moved to Green Valley
from New York in 2005. I soon "discovered"
The Good Shepherd and have been involved in

several activities over the years including Welcome and Membership Committee, Care Team
and Stephen Ministry, Samaritans and Immigrant
legal support, and Earthwise, our congregation's
response to the climate crisis. I was Moderator in
2010-2011.

"In my working days I was a nurse and social
worker. The title of Grandmother is about to be
added with our first grandchild due to arrive this
month!"
Moderator-Elect: Irene Little reports, "As often in
life, serendipity played a large role in bringing me
to The Good Shepherd. We discovered rapidly
that The Good Shepherd was the kind of church
with which we could identify. Our mission to help
ALL community members, especially the disadvantaged, resonates strongly. I joined Samaritans,
help in the food bank, and husband Steve and I
distribute produce on Wednesday afternoons to all
who come.
"Working to help people is a long way from my
professional career as an astrophysicist! For most
of my career I taught astronomy to students at
various institutions, mainly at Wellesley College.
Steve and I have now been married for over 48
years and have two children and five grandchildren.
"At the end of WWII all of my family, being of Germanic ancestry, was thrown out of the Czech Republic (Bohemia), my birthplace, and dropped off
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from a truck at the German border. So I grew up
in Germany until we immigrated to the United
States in 1957 under the refuge program. I am,
therefore, a successful refuge immigrant in your
midst, despite my German accent!"
Treasurer: Rick Irvin tells us, "Wife Pam and I
were United Methodists our entire adult life before moving the Green Valley
in 2007 from Minnesota. We were active in several churches before we found our home at The
Good Shepherd in 2017. Pam’s family were
members of a UCC church during her youth. Our
faith has been enhanced by our active involvement in our churches throughout the years.
"My professional background was a Banker specializing in commercial real estate and as a small
business owner. I have held leadership positions
on several non-profit boards including the
churches we have been active in. In addition to
our church activities, we are active volunteers in
the community. We have two children and a
grand-daughter."

Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities: Terry Linthicum
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius

Recording Secretary: Margaret Nagle, reports,
"Originally from Williamsport, Pennsylvania,
and came to Arizona by way of Manchester, Connecticut. Mike and I have been married for 45
years, and have a daughter Rebekah, who lives
in Corona de Tucson with her husband Michael.
Spending time with family and friends is my
greatest joy!

Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team:
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Mitzi Eilts
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

"I've worked for over thirty years as an Executive
Administrative Assistant in hospitals in Hartford
and Philadelphia, and as the office administrator
in three churches. I have been active in church
since early childhood and have served in many
positions. The Good Shepherd has become
home church for the last three years."

Newsletter Deadline
APRIL SSUE
WEDNESDAY, MARCH
Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net

Stewardship Message
The Way of Jesus. We’re pleased to share with
you that, as of February 16th, our annual stewardship campaign has received 140 pledges for
$320,367 in support of the operating budget of
our beloved church for 2020. (This compares
with 155 pledges for $320,621 in 2019.) That is
almost 96% of our goal! We rejoice in your generosity, and are confident that, with the addition2 al commitments from some who have yet to share

their decisions with us, we will meet and even
surpass our goal of $333,187 in pledges; dollars
needed to fully support our ongoing mission, programs, and ministries here in our Borderlands
community and in our wider world.

Javarita Coffeehouse
Presents

Riso

While 96% is a pretty-good grade (if you are in
mathematics class!) we all know that The Good
Shepherd is no ‘pretty-good’ church. Each of us
brings our special gifts and talents, and our best
financial support. As we recently proclaimed in
our Prayer of Dedication, God generously supplies all we need; goodness and grace follow us
every day. If we haven’t yet heard from you, we
encourage you to make your pledge known as
soon as possible. If you hesitate because of personal uncertainties for the coming year, be assured that it is simple to adjust your intentions by
confidentially contacting the church office.

Friday, March 13, 7:00 pm

With gratitude, your Stewardship Team

Riso. A gr eat local blu egr ass and aco ustic
trio that features members of the critically acclaimed band “Run Boy Run.” They will feature
great songwriting, tantalizing picking, and deep
reverence for traditional Americana music with a
nice progressive twist. Tickets $15

Adult Forum for March
10:15 on Sundays in the Large Classroom

March 1

Guest- Carlos Valles, Executive Director
Sahuarita Food Bank and
Community Resources Center

Ordination Celebration!
For Rebecca McElfresh
March 1, 3:00 pm

March 8

Guest- Joyce Finkelstein
VOLUNTEERISM IN THE
VALLEY

March
15

NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR
MENTAL ILLNESS
SUICIDE

March
22

NATIONAL ALLIANCE FOR
MENTAL ILLNESS
PTSD

Celebratory Occasion. Mar ch 1 st the
Ordination of Rebecca McElfresh at 3:00
pm with a reception to follow. The West
Side Amigos will be sponsoring the reception but would like assistance from other
friends and members of the Church. Attendance could reach about 250. If you can
help with table set up, bringing food for the
reception or clean up please contact Judy
Bischoff. jbischof@niu.edu or 648-8190.
This is a very special moment in the life of
The Good Shepherd Church. Thanks for
your support.
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Pizza & Movie Night
Friday, March 27, 5:15 pm
Your Mission/Service/Justice team presents The
Human Element, w hich ca ptu r es the liv es
of everyday Americans on the front lines of climate change. With rare compassion and heart, the
film relays captivating stories from coast-to-coast,
inspiring us to reevaluate our relationship with the
natural world.
As the 50th anniversary of Earth Day approaches
in April, the Southwest Conference of the U.C.C.
recommends this film to help us prepare for Faith
Climate Action Week (April 17-26).
Pizza & salad is at 5:15 for a $5 donation (there’ll
be a sign-up sheet on narthex bulletin board).
Film is at 6:00, free.

Good Shepherd

Retreats

Men’s Fellowship Patio Sale

Time Out for Time In: Women's Retreat,
March 16, 17, and 18

March 2-7

Join us for a weekend of comfort, camaraderie
and private time designed to inspire mindfulness
and evoke playful spirits as we welcome and experience our inner landscapes. Gail Frank, Carol
St. John and Rebecca McElfresh will facilitate
this retreat for women held at The Redemptorist
Renewal Center in Tucson. Look for brochures
on the table in the narthex. You won't want to
miss this time of rest and renewal. For more information, contact Rebecca McElfresh at 440376-6651.

Come help with the upcoming church Patio Sale.
(Set-up & pricing: March 2-5; sale days: March 6
& 7) Sign-up sheets are posted on the narthex bulletin board.
Volunteer to set-up, price, and/or sell. New helpers always wanted; no experience needed. This is
a great way to have some fun and meet new
friends.
Please bring your donated items to the church patio on March 2-4, 9am-12 noon. To arrange for
items to be picked up starting now, please call
Rick Adshead, 508-735-2561.

Men's Retreat
Look for more information coming soon in weekly bulletins. The men will be having a retreat in
March of this year too.
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One Great Hour of Sharing
Relay for Life

"You are God's field; God's building." is the
theme of this year's One Great Hour of Sharing
on Sunday, March 2

American Cancer Society

April 4

Together, we are investing in communities worldwide: providing education to girls and boys, empowering communities through vocational training, supporting micro-credit lending and seeing
people through to self-sufficiency, empowering
families with skills to support themselves and
their neighbors, and participating in sustainable
solutions that offer dignity to all. These are just a
few ways the OGHS offering touches God’s children, in addition to disaster relief and refugee initiatives. Today, you have an opportunity to plant
seeds into the lives of others. Be a co-worker with
God. Building, planting, watering and trusting
that God gives growth to all good gifts shared in
faith.

The Good Shepherd is sponsoring a team for Relay for Life on April 4, 2020 at Rancho Resort,
15900 S Ranch Resort Blvd. American Cancer
Society ACS) sponsors this annual event to raise
money for cancer research and prevention There
also offer many resources for cancer patients and
their family and caregivers.
Please sign up to walk a few short laps or just join
us on the sidelines. You may also donate at relayforlife.org/gvsahuarita then select DONATE
and choose our team-- The Good Shepherd.
Contact Bonnie Sondrol 520.625.1866 or at
bsondrol8@gmailm.com

Thank you for your generosity,
Mission, Service and Justice Team

The Good Shepherd welcomes the Southwest Conference in April, 2020
The Good Shepherd has been selected to host the Annual UCC Southwest Conference from the
23rd to the 26th of April, 2020! We will welcome approximately 180
delegates seeking to expand their knowledge of how other churches
interact with the wider faith community. And, through our hospitality attendees will explore the Good Shepherd's purpose in seeking
to promote justice, compassion and direction by following in the
ways of Jesus.
As the host church, the Good Shepherd will use its facility to the
fullest. The expected workshops and business meetings will be enriched with stories of happenings that transform, special entertainment and exotic food. If you
would like to be an important part of this event, touch base with the church office.
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Best Wishes for a

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update your record.

Happy Birthday!

Glen Harrison
Chuck Tomhave
Fran Collins
Tanner Woodward
Sue Palfrey
Joan Logan
Tom Tilley
Nancy Linthicum
Karen Keim
Del Brewer
Camryn Brewer
Cole Woodward
Carlton Rueb
Roger Kleckner
Carrie Scheufler
Janis Bennett
Kate Shannon
Chris Harrison
Burt Eubank
Bonnie Tetzlaff
Ernie Suiter
Beverly Travers
Ron Simon
Steve Smith

03/01
03/05
03/07
03/08
03/10
03/12
03/12
03/12
03/12
03/13
03/13
03/15
03/16
03/19
03/21
03/24
03/25
03/25
03/28
03/28
03/28
03/28
03/29
03/29

Congratulations on Your
Anniversary

Joan Logan & Maurine Audel
Eddie & Clare Renoux
Jill & Gary Reid

03/09
03/20
03/27

Bookworms
Bookworms, the w om en's
evening book discussion group,
will discuss "What Alice Forgot,"
by Liane Moriarty, on March 16. April 20, we will
discuss "City of Girls," by Elizabeth Gilbert. May
18 we will discuss "Olive Kitteridge," by Elizabeth
Strout We meet at 7 p.m., in the Lantana Room,
on the third floor of La Vista, at La Posada. For
more information, contact Sandra Rooney, 6484264, or srooney1935@gmail.com.

Probigua Scholarship
Thank You!

Taizé

Twenty-nine of us gathered for
Taizé in February. What a joy to
have so many voices raised in
song! The next service will be on March 11 at
5:00. Some of you tell me how much the service
means to you so perhaps it would mean a lot to a
friend or neighbor. We’ll be in Lent in March so
come quiet yourself and worship Taizé-style.

Thank you to all who so generously donated to
the Probigua Scholarship fund in Antigua Guatemala during this year’s Mission Fair. If you were
not here during that time or would still like to
support these young people in furthering their
education, it is not too late. Randy and others will
be in Antigua for the scholarship presentation
ceremony in March and your donation would be
hand delivered and appreciated greatly!

Rosemary Stoltenberg
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Pres Johnson

Circle of Friends Dinners

Guatemala Language Immersion

March 21-April 4

Circle of Friends dinners are like a
mini-potluck in someone’s home to
become better acquainted with
Good Shepherd people in a small
social comfortable setting. Sign up on the yellow
sheet on the narthex bulletin board and specify to
be a host or guest. If you are a host, you plan the
main course and phone the guests to ask if they
would bring an appetizer, vegetable, salad or dessert. If you are a guest, you prepare one part of
the meal.

Still Time to Sign Up!
The Good Shepherd has had a long relationship
with Probigua Language School in Antigua. But
Probigua is much more than a language school,
they have created rural libraries all over Guatemala as well as a number of schools for young
Guatemalans, and they administer our scholarship program for more than 30 young Guatemalans each year.

We are giving the host a range of dates rather
than one specific day, for more flexibility. Another change is if you would rather invite guests on
your own rather than have people assigned to
you, you can do that. Just let one of us know who
you have invited.

Pastor Randy Mayer will be leading a group to
Guatemala to study for two weeks, leaving Saturday, March 21 and returning Saturday,
April 4. We will be staying with families during
the week, and going on a weekend adventure
March 27-29. Airfare costs are usually around
$650 to $800, four hours of one on one Spanish
instruction for 2 weeks is $160 x 2 =$320. And
the 7 day homestay including 3 meals a day
(except Sunday) is $120 x 2 = $240.

The Spring dates are:
March week of the 16th
April week of the 13th

It should be a great experience. If you are interested, please contact Rev. Mayer via e-mail--bienshphrd@aol.com

Join in the fun! Either sign up to have people assigned to you or invite others to make up your
own group. If you have questions call Mary Ferland, 520-398-7178 or Flo Mayer, 406-459-2749

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting
Tuesday, January 21, 2020, 7:00pm
Present: Rex Crouse, Sam Dyer, Dennis St. John, Nancy Bowen, Terry Linthicum, Randy Mayer
Absent: Leslie DeGrassi, Mitzi Eilts
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Rex Crouse at 7:17 p.m.
1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer
2. Minutes of last meeting: The minutes of the December meeting were approved.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer
2019 ended significantly in the black. The following movement of net income was approved:
$25,000 to Long-Term Maintenance (2.300.005), $4,000 to Lot 54 Mortgage (2.200.520),
and $8,000 to Main Building Mortgage (2.200.510).
A subgroup (Rex, Nancy, Randy) will work with the Personnel Committee to set up a process
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for church personnel recognition.
4. Facilities: Ter r y Linthicum
Nothing major has broken in the past month. There was clean-up done prior to the Common Ground on the Border event.
5. Sahuarita Food Bank: No repor t, as Leslie was absent.
6. Program Updates: No repor t, as Mitzi was absent. Rex will ask another progr am
lead to attend the meetings.
7. Updates: Rex Crouse
An updated draft of a proposed Worship and Music Committee charter was distributed
for comments.
Amy Dillemuth has volunteered to head up the Security Committee. There was a
presentation from Cox on their security concerns, and there will be an upcoming
presentation from a company that deals with keycards.
Coordination for the Southwest Conference annual meeting in April was discussed. It
was felt that The Good Shepherd has plenty of experience in hosting large gatherings.
Rex will meet with the conference minister to discuss coordination. The coordinating group will next meet February 4th.
The Personnel Committee report was presented; the staff review process worked well
this first year. A few form additions will be made, and it was recommended that the
review process begin earlier in the fall.
The conversion to electronic document dissemination seems to have gone smoothly.
The congregational meeting to vote on the Call to Rebecca McElfresh will take place
following the first service on February 2nd. Rebecca will be preaching that Sunday.
8. Other:
Dennis St. John is stepping out of the Moderator-Elect duties due to health concerns.
Rev. Tracy Howe Wispelwey has requested a ministry covenant with The Good Shepherd. This will be discussed at the February Administrative Team meeting.
9. Pastor’s Report: Randy Mayer
Common Ground on the Border had a strong attendance at everything. Randy took 3
groups to the border.
The coffee house is financially in the black.
This is the time of year when a lot is happening at the church.
10. Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
The meeting was adjourned at 8:11 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Nancy Bowen (substitute scribe)
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