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Our Mission Statement: 
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Coronavirus Message from Randy 

March 20, 2020 
 
Greetings, 
 
Everything was going so smoothly at the Good 
Shepherd.  We were half way through Lent and 
getting ready for one of the best Palm Sunday 
and Easter Celebrations ever.  A group of us was 
ready to get on a plane headed to Guatemala for 
two weeks, Rebecca was ready to lead a Wom-
en’s Retreat and so many other events and activ-
ities that had been planned for months were 
ready to launch.  And then BOOM, out of no-
where, like a thunderbolt —life as we know it 
was significantly altered by the COVID-19 Pan-
demic.    
 
Now we are in a state of emergency as the health 
and welfare of our friends, family and even our 
own health is on the line.  Concerts, sporting 
events, and festivals have been canceled while 
schools, restaurants and recreations centers 
have all been closed indefinitely.  We all have 
been asked to practice social distancing, to keep 
ourselves apart so the virus cannot spread be-
tween us.  It feels like the firm foundation that 
we had become so accustom to has been pulled 
out from under us and our tight knit, well-oiled 
community has been systematically pulled 
apart.  None of us have experienced anything 
like this before and it is scary not to know exact-
ly where we are headed and how this will all 
end. 
 
While we are early in this crisis, there are a few 

things that keeps tugging at me.  We need com-
munity right now more than anything, and at the 
same time we're being advised by public health 
experts to maintain "social distance" to limit the 
spread of the COVID-19.  So we need to be crea-
tive and intentional in finding ways to connect 
with each other.  Some folks are setting up phone 
trees, others are challenging themselves with 
new computer technology like Zoom, or 
Whatsapp.  At the Good Shepherd we are looking 
for ideas to be together while being apart.  Send 
us your ideas.  The main thing is that we need to 
reach out by phone—try and call two or three 
people each day.  Rebecca and I are both availa-
ble for phone calls or zoom conversations so feel 
free to reach out to us. 
 
Another thing that is becoming more apparent is 
that we need to find purpose and meaningful ac-
tivity during this time of being quarantined.  We 
need to feel like we are making a difference in 
this very difficult time.  So we need to find crea-
tive ways to put our shoulder under the cross and 
move forward.  Maybe it is creating a toilet paper 
drive—since that seems to be a huge need.  Or 
maybe it is to do some shopping for a friend or 
someone in need, the Sahuarita Food Bank is al-
ways in need of food.  Let us listen to each other 
and our community and work together in re-
sponding to the needs that we hear.  
 
It is clear that this time of isolation is going to be 
longer than most of us imagine.  So let’s hunker 
down and reset our expectations.  As I settle into 
the idea of being isolated and at home for a long 
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period of time, I have been thinking of ways I will 
spend my time.  Here are a few ideas to help 
stimulate your time apart.  I am going to do some 
writing and journaling.  I am going to be playing 
and practicing instruments---like the stand-up 
bass that we bought for Common Ground on the 
Border.  I have a lot of yard work and projects 
around the house that I need to tend to.  I will be 
spending time checking in with members and 
friends of the Good Shepherd.   
 
The main thing for us to remember is that we will 
get through this and hopefully we can look back 
on it and say we did it together, we helped each 
other through---even though we kept our dis-
tance.   
 
With you on the Journey,     
Randy 
 

From the Minister of Pastoral Care and 

Spiritual Growth 
 

Following CDC guidelines and guidelines given 
by the Southwest Conference, I will be conduct-
ing pastoral care visits virtually until this current 
crisis passes.  I am available by phone (440) 376-
6651 and I am able to set us up to have a Zoom 
call which would allow us to see one another as 
we talk.   
 
As of this writing, we will have a time to get to-
gether each Wednesday morning at 10:00 am via 
Zoom.  This is an informal time to get together to 
check in on one another and have some good so-
cial interaction.   
 
Don't forget to lift your spirit with worship on 
Sunday mornings.  For meditation during the 
week, I suggest locating the daily meditation pro-
vided by the United Church of Christ at https://
www.ucc.org/daily_devotional and / or Richard 
Rohr's daily mediation that can be found at 
https://cac.org/2020-daily-meditations/ .    
 
As time passes, I anticipate that we will develop 
other opportunities to help support our spiritual 
well being and our need to be connected to one 
another.  It will be very helpful if you can become 
familiar with the use of Zoom technology.  It isn't 
hard to learn.  I created a video to help you.  You 
can find it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=gZDXP2azTrE&t=95s .  Stay tuned for more 
opportunities.   
 

https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
https://www.ucc.org/daily_devotional
https://cac.org/2020-daily-meditations/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZDXP2azTrE&t=95s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gZDXP2azTrE&t=95s
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Circle of Friends  Dinners 
 

Because of the severity of Corona-
virus  and recommended social dis-
tancing information we have decid-
ed to cancel the March and April 

Circle of Friends dinners.  We want all of our 
church friends to be safe and we hope that in the 
fall you will once again sign up to be a host or a 
guest.   
 
Flo Mayer  
Mary Ferland  

Another thing you might consider during this 
time is keeping a journal in which you might pon-
der some essential questions.  For starters, it 
would be good to reflect on the insights you gain 
during this time about the impact of this crisis.  Is 
it possible that there may be some ways in which 
our lives are enhanced, given greater meaning?  
What are you noticing in your home and with 
others with whom you are keeping remote con-
tact?  For example, I have noticed that there is a 
much deeper dialogue going on daily (via text!) 
with my children.  Some of these things we are 
noticing might be encouraging to one another as 
we move through this time.  If you have some-
thing to share, please email me 
(revrebecca@thegoodshepherducc.org) and I will 
collect these and send them out to all.   

 
Finally, I encourage each and all of us to find the 
things that ground us, that bring us peace.  For 
some, it might be a walk outside (with social dis-
tancing, of course), a quiet time on the patio lis-
tening to the birds, time for a phone / zoom call 
with love ones, playing music in your home, read-
ing a good book or engaging in a creative activity.  
For certain, this will be a time when we find our 
joy in the small / great things.  May we also rest 
from our fears and worries, even if we have to set 
them aside for just a few minutes.  We are loved 
by a God who dwells within us, who hears our 
concerns, sees our tears and comforts us in these 
days.   
 
Rebecca 
 

Housing Needed 

 
Good Shepherd member, Debra Bosma has 
sold her home and will need to move out of 
it at the end of April.  She now needs short-
term housing (3 to 6 months).  If you are 
leaving the area this Spring and wish to rent 
your home to her, please contact Debra via 
email: deborahbosma@cox.net.   

Thank you for offering to serve! 
 
As has been alluded to previously, our church is 
like a co-op; we collectively get out of it what we, 
as a congregation, put in to it.  In addition to our 
'treasure & talents', this includes our 'time'.  On 
behalf of the Nominating Committee, I'd like to 
thank the following members and friends of The 
Good Shepherd for accepting at our recent Annu-
al Meeting elected roles in the governance and 
operation of our church and its missions. 
 
 Connie Aglione, (interim) Moderator 
 Irene Little, Moderator-Elect 
 Rick Irvin, Treasurer 
 Margaret Nagle, Recording Secretary 
 Richard Himbury, Finance Team 
 John Essame and Ron Simon, Facilities 
 Judy Holcomb, Nominating Team. 
 
Without their efforts, plus that of committee and 
team members continuing on, or re-upping in 
their prior-year elected positions, the work of our 
church could not be accomplished.  Please con-
sider volunteering to serve in some capacity next 
year.  Thank you, Hathaway Cornelius, Facilita-
tor, Nominating Team. 
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Estate Sales 
 
Due to coronavirus, all Good Shepherd 
Estate Sales, a mission of Women’s Fel-
lowship, have been cancelled for the 
Spring Season, along with those of other 
churches such as  Methodist Patio Sales.   
All clients have been notified and offered 
advice on alternatives and rescheduling. 

Stewardship Note 
 
 
Once again our stewardship campaign has been 
very successful. We are thankful for those of you 
who have responded to meet the budget of The 
Good Shepherd for the coming year and encour-
age those who have not to prayerfully consider 
their pledge for this year.  To date we have re-
ceived 146 pledges and we are hoping to hear 
from the remaining 55 who pledged in 2019. 
 
This past Sunday (March 15th), as part of their 
'fire-side chat', Randy and Rebecca spoke of the 
need to maintain the church on strong financial 
ground during this difficult and challenging time 
as the needs of our congregation and supported 
community will only increase.  Please continue to 
honor your commitments, both pledged and oth-
erwise; all-together, we will make it through this. 
  
In addition to supporting our church through 
your personal checks and bank direct-debiting 
you can now contribute via PayPal.  It's easy; see 
the Finance Team's note in this newsletter on the 
mechanics of doing so. 
  
In summary, another successful stewardship 
campaign thanks to the generosity of our congre-
gation. Last year we kept our tradition of better 
than 95% pledge-fulfillment going (98%!).  Given 
the difficult times we are now experiencing, 
please strive to keep your commitments current.  
On behalf of your Stewardship Team, a most 
hearty thank you!   
 
Hathaway Cornelius, Facilitator 

Attending Church Electronically? 

 
Here are ways you can actively participate in the 
offering: 

 
1) Send in a check by mail - The walk to the mail 
box will give you a beneficial dose of sunshine. 
2) Arrange with your bank to send a check - Not 
as much fun as a walk  in the sunshine, but effi-
cient. 
3) Click on the yellow Donate button on the 
church's home webpage - This will be using Pay-
Pal, which can be set up to use a credit or debit 
card, or bank account. Although this is an easy 
way to donate, the church does not receive the 
full amount, as there are processing fees deduct-
ed. 
4) If you normally donate cash, and would prefer 
to not have the church record your donations, 
just add a note with your check. Or put the  
money in a safe place and bring it when church 
services resume. 

We are a generous congregation. During these 
unsettling times, let us  do something positive by 
continuing to support the church financially.  

 

Finance Team  
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Congratulations on Your  

        Anniversary 
 

 

 

Rick & Darcy Adshead  04/05 

Richard & Pam Smith  04/14 

Mark & Susie Sanders  04/17 

Dave & Jo Youngren  04/17 

John & Yong Rueb   04/25 

 

    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

 

Joan Ernst   04/01 

Judy Van Es   04/03 

Rowland Van Es  04/03 

Ellen Cox   04/03 

Mike Day   04/04 

Hank Busey   04/06 

Lawrence Berg  04/07 

Lynn Oxenford  04/07 

Marian Kellermeyer  04/08 

Carol West   04/11 

Sandra Rooney  04/12 

Janet Carter   04/13 

David Perry   04/14 

Judy Holcomb  04/16 

Tom Wilsted   04/16 

Melinda Louise  04/17 

Jack Kressley   04/25 

Mary Martin   04/25 

Carol Wood   04/28 

Susan Hill   04/29 

Richard Smith  04/29 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to up-
date your record. 

The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Administrative Team Meeting 

Tuesday, February 10, 2020, 7:00 p.m. 
 
Present: Rex Crouse, Sam Dyer, Dennis St. John, Nancy Bowen, Leslie DeGrassi, Terry Linthicum, Randy Mayer, 
Rebecca McElfresh 
Absent: Mitzi Eilts 
Guests: Tracy Howe Wispelwey, Penny Pestle, Jackie Smith, Curt Keim, Marjorie Holmstrom  
 
The meeting was called to order by Moderator Rex Crouse at 7:02 p.m. 
 
1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting: Leslie DeGrassi 
MOTION (Dennis/Sam): The minutes of the December meeting were approved as circulated. 
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3. Four-Way Ministry Covenant: Rev. Tracy Howe Wispelwey 
Rev. Howe Wispelwey explained the meaning of a Ministry Covenant. 
Randy mentioned that in order to continue her multiple UCC duties, it is necessary for her to have a church 

home. 
He stressed that it is an honor to welcome her as a member. 
MOTION (Nancy/Sam): A motion was made to affirm her intention of entering into a four-way covenant with The 

Good Shepherd. The motion passed. 
 
4. Sahuarita Food Bank Quarterly Update: Penny Pestle 
SFB-CRC will provide the Administrative Team a final draft of the lease of the property for the future home of the 

SFB. 
SFB representatives will attend the April meeting to discuss it. 
At the March meeting, the Admin Team will appoint a team to work on this. 
 
5. Treasurer’s Report: Sam Dyer 
The month of January saw more income than ever experienced in a single month. 
Expenses were relatively high because of yearly payments that often are made in January.  
 
6. 2020 Budget: Nancy Bowen 
Nancy Bowen asked for endorsement of the 2020 budget as prepared by the Finance Team. 
MOTION (Dennis/Leslie):  A motion was made to endorse the 2020 church budget. The motion passed. 
 
7. Facilities: Terry Linthicum 
No problems appeared in the past month. 
 
8. Sahuarita Food Bank: Leslie DeGrassi 
No report due to the quarterly update by SFB representatives. 
 
9. Program Update: Marjorie Holmstrom 
Marjorie reported that the previous environmental film at Pizza and a Movie attracted 31 people.  
The next one is on February 28 and will feature the documentary “Witness at Tornillo” about detention and im-

migration. 
An Earth Day observance will take place on Sunday,  April 19, with one service only that day. The theme will be 

Holy Ground. 
The Adult Forum that day will be led by Gail Hartman of Save the Scenic Santa Ritas, and will take place in the 

sanctuary. 
 
10. Updates: Rex Crouse 
Music and Worship Committee 
 
Security Task Force 
The committee has heard several presentations on key issues and solutions, and will report to the Administrative 

Team later for discussion and decisions. 
 
Nominating Committee 
The following are being put forward by the Nominating Committee for election by the congregation: 
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Moderator Elect—Irene Little 
Treasurer—Rick Irvin 
Recording Secretary—Margaret Nagle 
Finance: Nancy Bowen (for re-election), Richard Himbury 
Facilities: Jim Armstrong, Curt Keim, and Dick Mayer for re-election, Ron Simon & John Essame, new 
Stewardship: John Pestle & Curt Ackley for re-election 

 
The following groups have no new nominations as they already have a full complement carrying over from the 

current year -  EW&I, MS&J, and Pastoral Relations (although we will be soliciting Carol Dixon for a supple-
mental position once the pastors have approved the updated position description). 

 
Southwest Conference Annual Meeting: Dennis St. John 
A team is working on the details. 
 
10. New Business: Rex Crouse 
A service of Ordination and Installation for Rebecca McElfresh will take place on Sunday, March 1, at 3:00 pm. 
The Annual Congregational Meeting will take place on Sunday, March 8, at 6:00 pm. It will be preceded by a pot-

luck supper at 5:00 pm. 
 
11. Pastors’ Reports: Rebecca McElfresh and Randy Mayer 
January’s Common Ground on the Border was extremely successful, with people attending from all across the 

country. 
A Women’s Retreat will be held March 16-18 at Redemptorist Renewal Center. 
Preparations are being made for the Lenten season.  
Rebecca has been heavily involved in pastoral care plus the church Care Team. 
Four youth are in a confirmation class; confirmation will take place on Pentecost Sunday. 
 
All Sunday services have been full. Many people have joined the church recently. 
Alejandra Rosas has been successful in introducing some young families to the church. 
There have been many church-led activities around our border with Mexico. Randy has gotten some help in 

scheduling visits. The Arizona Daily Star may write an article. 
There is a new shelter that can house over 600 migrants in Nogales sponsored by the UCC, Lutheran Churches in 

America, and the Episcopal Church. 
 
12. Closing Prayer: Rebecca McElfresh 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Leslie DeGrassi,  Administrative Team Secretary  
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