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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.  

Craving Community  

Has anyone else been craving community?  Full 
congregations for worship, crowded coffee 
hours, bursting adult forums and classes, packed 
concerts---you know how it gets sometimes at 
The Good Shepherd.   But I have also missed the 
one on one encounters, chatting with people that 
stop by the church, the bonds that develop over 
committees and meetings, the folks I get out to 
visit in their homes, the greeting people after 
worship services on Sundays.  In fact I have re-
cently been thinking about the hundreds of chats 
I normally have each week with different folks 
that somehow are related to The Good Shep-
herd.  And now it feels like I have gone Cold-
Turkey, less than a conversation a day, always 
with a window and a mask between us, I am 
craving community.  
 
But not just any community.  I crave community 
that is committed to something bigger than it-
self; community that is intentionally diverse, 
that respects a variety of opinions, that errs on 
the side of love and compassion; community 
that puts hands and feet to its mission and min-
istry, that cares for the least, lost and forgotten 
and puts them at the front of the line; that takes 
risks and dusts itself off when things don’t work 
out and is ready to go again: community that 
likes to sing a good song, enjoys good fellowship, 
and good refreshments at coffee hour; commu-
nity that can laugh one moment and cry the 
next.  I miss community that really cares about 
its members and friends and reaches out be-
cause they care.  
 
Yeah, it is really hard to be apart from the good 
and faithful people that make up the Good Shep-
herd community.  There is something special, a 

spirit that pulls us together and molds us into some-
thing unique, makes us whole, loved, and gives us 
purpose.  All of that and more happens when we 
gather as the Good Shepherd United Church of 
Christ.   
 
I keep that vision and sense of gratitude at the front 
of my mind and heart during this time when we are 
observing social distance and hunkering down at 
home because of the COVID-19 Virus.  I love The 
Good Shepherd community enough to know that I 
do not want to do irreparable harm to the commu-
nity I love so much.  I can wait until it is safe to see 
everyone face to face and the danger of spreading 
the COVID-19 Virus has passed.    
 
I crave community, I anticipate it, I can almost feel 
it---and I know it will be there when the time is 
right because we have protected it, we have honored 
it, we have loved it.  
 
With you on the Journey,  
Randy  

To our members and friends, 
 

No in-person church services. Doors closed. How 
strange it all is. However, even in this time of uncer-
tainty the needs of our church continue, e.g., paying 
the staff, keeping the utilities going, and honoring 
our mission commitments.  We appreciate you con-
tinuing to remember your financial commitments 
during these difficult times.  Thank you. 
  
Rick Irvin, Treasurer 
Nancy Bowen, Facilitator, Finance 
Hathaway Cornelius, Facilitator, Stewardship 

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
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The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 
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Administrator:  Amy Dillemuth 
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Treasurer:  Rick Irvin 
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Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 
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Mission Service and Justice Team:   
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Newsletter Deadline  
JUNE  ISSUE 

 
WEDNESDAY,  MAY  20 

 
Send items to Mary Chapman at 

mchapman15@cox.net 

From the Minister of Pastoral Care and 

Spiritual Growth 
 

Thoughts from Rebecca.... 
 
As I write this newsletter update, I am sitting out-
side on our patio while enjoying the warmth of 
our Arizona sun, the gentle breezes, and the 
sounds of birds as they fly about.  I'm also listen-
ing to Lisa and Diane give their bi-weekly concert 
over Facebook Live.  Just this morning, I attend-
ed our weekly staff meeting via Zoom from the 
same lovely location.  Life is certainly different 
during this time and I know that we are all find-
ing both gains and losses due to our distance 
from one another.  I miss our bodily presence 
with one another at The Good Shepherd and at 
the Sahuarita Food Bank.  I miss the ways being 
together in person encourages our faith and our 
support of one another.   
 
On the other hand, I am finding more quiet time 
to nurture my experience of God within and to 
listen more deeply to what matters in this life and 
beyond.  As I often do, I turn to art making as a 
way to explore my inner landscape.  It is good to 
have this time to grow this part of myself.   
 
Also, I am most grateful for the ways in which we 
are reaching out to one another, remembering 
that our love for one another can carry on digital 
formats when necessary.  I treasure our time on 
Wednesday mornings (Zoom Coffee, 10:00 am) 
to connect informally.  And, I'm really glad that 
we can connect via Zoom and via phone calls 
when you are feeling the need for pastoral care.  
Please email me if you need to connect and I'll set 
up a Zoom call for us.  Or, if you prefer, we can 
talk by phone.   
 
It has been most interesting to learn how we 
might continue to worship together during this 
time.  Randy and I have been learning new tech-
nologies at a rapid rate, experimenting with 
things we think might work, sometimes having 
these attempts be less than we'd like them to be, 
and then returning again to find a way to make 
them work.  In these times, I remember some of 
my studies in the field of education.  It's good to 
remember that learning new things makes our 
brains happy!  Yes, really!  In this time when we 
are experiencing less external stimulation, our 
brains might need a little boost.  With this in 
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Strengthen the Church offering  

on Pentecost, May 31  
 
Our nation is amazingly diverse, represent-
ing different cultures and ethnic back-
grounds. Yet most of us live in communities 
marked by sameness, among people who 
think, act, and look like us. The vision of 
Pentecost is to experience unity among a 
diverse crowd. Yet how do we realize this 
vision? As God calls our congregations to be 
the church in new ways, your generosity will 
plant new churches, awaken new ideas in 
existing churches and develop the spiritual 
life in our youth and young adults.  
  
You may send your check to the Good Shep-
herd UCC at 17750 South La Cañada Drive, 
Sahuarita, AZ 85629.  Please put STC in 
memo line.  
OR  
You may give online https://
transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/
UCChrist/strengthen_the_church  
  
Thank you for your generosity.  
Mission, Service and Justice Team 

mind, I am so grateful for all your many attempts 
to learn how to use this technology.  I've enjoyed 
spending time with many of you as you ventured 
into these digital ways of being together and I've 
appreciated the ways in which you have ap-
proached something new.   
 
By the time this newsletter reaches you, we will 
have been practicing "social distancing" for 8 
weeks.  Part of the difficulty of this time is not 
knowing how long this will last.  We are truly in a 
time of "in between" and "not yet."  I know this is 
growing my patience and I'm not always finding 
that comfortable.  It makes me wonder in what 
ways you are experiencing growth during this 
time.  One way to think about this is to recognize 
the things we find difficult at this time and to 
acknowledge that there might be ways in which 
we can grow through them.  For me, this most 
often requires a simple and quiet acceptance of 
the way things are at any given time, an ac-
ceptance of the feelings that present themselves, 
even when I want so much to send those feelings 
packing as quickly as possible!  Let's breathe 
deeply during these days, dear friends, and re-
member that we are loved fully and completely 
and that the God who loves us will be with us, 
loving us, in all of this.   
 
 

Adult Forum Opportunities this Summer 
 
Rick Ernst has graciously offered to coordinate 
and lead Adult Forum sessions via Zoom while 
we are not able to meet in person.  He calls it 
"Adult Forum, Summertime Edition, Zoom 
Style."  He plans to hold these sessions on Fridays 
at 10:00 am.  Look for specific information in the 
Tuesday and Thursday emails.  Thank you, Rick! 
 

Thank You! 

Many thanks to all the people who remembered me with cards, calls and prayers during my recent ill-

ness. I know your thoughtfulness helped in my recovery. 

 

Helen Clarkson 

https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/strengthen_the_church
https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/strengthen_the_church
https://transactions.ucc.org/CampaignForm/UCChrist/strengthen_the_church
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Taizé  

 
 

It may go without saying that Taizé will not meet until October at the soonest. I can only hope we will resume at 
that time, and this difficult time will be mostly behind us.  
 
In lieu of our meeting, I share this poem titled Walking Rainbows by Ann Weems:  
 
 
                           A rainbow is not just a symphony of colors;  

                               sent to calm the storm in our souls;  

                                  it is a talk with God,  

                              a mysterious, miraculous conversation with God,  

                                heart to heart,  

                           the very heart of God saying to our hearts:  

                                 “I remember I am your God.  

                                    Be my walking rainbows,  

                                       so that the whole world  

                                            will know to whom you belong,  

                                    for I am the God who keeps promises,  

                                        and I have not forgotten our covenant.”  

                           This is the hope of the church:  

                                that God keeps promises.  

                           The mission of the church is to  

                                 walk among the suffering and give,  

                                    for we are covenant keepers,  

                                       walking rainbows,  

                                    bringing the hope of the good news to the poor.      (and all who need it)  

 

 

So go, my friends, and be walking rainbows in the coming months as we weather this storm together.  
R.  
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Congratulations on Your  

        Anniversary 
 

 

 

Mitzi Eilts-Welch & Paula Welch-Eilts 05/08 

Raymond & Nancy Hebert   05/20 

 

    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

 

Carol Christ   05/01 

Ray Frieders   05/02 

Irene Little   05/04   

Ruth Lyngholm  05/04 

Joan Scovil   05/06 

David Dethmers  05/09 

Bette Mulley   05/10 

Gail Chaffee   05/12 

Jim Diers   05/12 

Clyde Clement  05/15 

S. Lee Sheppard  05/16 

Connie Aglione  05/21 

Bill Spearman  05/25   

Richard Hill   05/26 

Jacob Mayer   05/27 

Marge Kinkead  05/28 

Darthea Tilley  05/28 

Noel Andersen  05/29 

Kathy Babcock  05/31 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to up-
date your record. 

LET’S MAKE EVERY DAY EARTH DAY 
 

Faith Based Links for Learning and Action!!  
 

These are some links you may want to browse. 
And remember, nothing in the ‘rules’ says 

we can only do these things during 
Earth Day and Climate Action week, so…. 

 
https://www.ucc.org/environmental-ministries 
https://www.ucc.org/
creation_justice_where_are_you_called_to_serve  
 
https://www.ucc.org/plantatree   UCC Climate Action 
Week Project (April 17-26)  
https://www.uccfiles.com/pdf/3GL-Coloring-Pages-
Stacked.pdf  Coloring pages for kids 
 
https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/ Home 
Page for Interfaith Power and Faith IPL. 
 
This web site includes other links and resources, espe-
cially a 2 page fact sheet about IPL,  
Climate Action Week on-line activities, Arizona chap-
ter of IPL, and 
More Youth and Children’s Activities under Worship 
tab.  
 
A link to view the film, The Human Element, between 
now and April 26 is available via:  
https://www.interfaithpowerandlight.org/2020/01/
the-human-element/ 
 

Due to the gathering restrictions required to 
limit the spread of COVID-19, James Balog 
and the Earth Vision Institute have offered a 
free link to view the film online to IPL congre-
gations and their congregants so that they can 
continue to build awareness about climate 
change in this challenging time. …good for the 
duration of Faith Climate Action Week, April 
17-26,2020. 
  

BTW, A member of the congregation purchased a 
copy of this film, so if you miss seeing the film via this 
link we can arrange for showings.. 
 
 
Mitzi Eilts for the Mission, Service Justice Team!!  
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Administrative Team Meeting 

Tuesday, March 10, 2020, 7:00 P.M. 
 
Present:  Connie Aglione, Irene Little, Rick Irvin, Margaret Nagle, Randy Mayer, Rebecca McElfresh 
Guests:  Rex Crouse, Ex-Moderator 2019-2020 
Absent:  None 
Meeting was called to order by Connie Aglione at 7:05 P.M.   
 
1. Opening Prayer:  Randy Mayer  
 
2. Welcomed New Members:  Connie Aglione, Inter im-Moderator 

 
3. Minutes of Last Meeting: Distr ibuted by Admin Team Member  

MOTION:  The minutes of the February 10, 2020, meetings were approved as circulated. 
 

4. Treasurer’s Report:  Rick Irvin 
The months of January and February saw more income than in previous years.  
Sources for additional monies: more people/visitors, Common Ground on the Border and Progressive Theolo-

gy Seminar.  
 
5. Facilities:  No representation 

Terry Linthicum has resigned his position as chair. 
Connie will contact the Facilities group to ask them to get together to select a chair.   

 
6. Sahuarita Food Bank:  Rex Crouse and Randy Mayer  

Irene Little has accepted the Admin Team position as a voting liaison for the SFB monthly meeting.   Penny 
Pestle will be informed of Irene’s membership. 

A request for additional facility space was made by Penny Pestle to Randy on behalf of the Sahuarita Food 
Bank and Community Resource Center.  The space would be used to offer (3) six-week training periods 
for entry level nursing assistant classes in conjunction with Pima Community College. The use of two 
classrooms as well as one bathroom was requested.   Equipment would need to be stored in one classroom 
during and between training periods.  The space requested goes beyond that previously agreed upon by 
TGS and SFB and would increase TGS facility costs.  The space requested would not be available for 
some time already scheduled TGS activities 
Motion made to deny this request.  Motion passed.  Randy will speak with Penny. 

TGS and SFB entered into a Short-Term Lease for their use of our building and signed a Master Cooperative 
Agreement in May 2018.  Rick will be reviewing these agreements and reach out to SFB about beginning 
discussions on the long-term ground lease for their proposed building.   

 
7. Updates: 

Music and Worship Committee: 
On March 8, 2020, at the Annual Meeting of TGS, a motion was proposed to have a co-chair that would rep-

resent the second-service worship service on the Music and Worship Committee.  Motion was passed.  
Connie will follow-up with John Merrill and Randy regarding the appointment of a co-chair for this com-
mittee. 

 
 Security Committee: 

At present Amy Dillemuth, Paula Welch, Terry Linthicum, and Mark Sanders have been scheduling different 
proposals for Security.  Amy is coordinating the management of the security. 

 
April Conference: 
The Southwest Annual Conference will be held at TGS on April 24-26, 2020.   
Dennis St. John has volunteered to coordinate the program. 
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Personnel Committee:   

Two Personnel Committee members (Tom Wilsted and Mary Martin) continue to work with outside re-
sources to properly align the legality timing of bonuses for staff.   

 
8.  Pastors’ Reports:  Rebecca McElfresh and Randy Mayer  

Rebecca McElfresh 
Women’s Retreat:  She is moving ahead with the Women’s Retreat scheduled for April 16- 18, 2020.  She 

has been in contact with the Redemptorist Renewal Center and has been assured of their best practices of 
cleaning area since the outbreak of COVID-19.    Each individual will have a private room, food will be 
catered and snacks provided will be packaged.  The retreat will also be dependent on the status of COVID
-19.  She is continuing to monitor various credible scientific sites for an updates.  

Rebecca expressed her deep gratitude for her ordination experience.   
Jill Pawlowski will begin the discernment process and will be attending next month’s meeting on April 14, 

2020. 
 

Randy Mayer 
Corona Virus and The Good Shepherd UCC. 
Put in place no handshake/hugging - fist pump, toe tap. 
Have hand sanitizer in key locations. 
Working on alternatives to communion. 
Encourage people to stay away if their health is compromised. 
Have worship services live streamed on Facebook. 
Will be ready to cancel worship if needed and can let people know. 
Monitoring the Epidemic and will make a decision next week on trip to Guatemala. 
Welcomed 17 new members to the Good Shepherd in February. 
Custodial Work - Eva Reyes Cruz has agreed to do custodial work 3 mornings a week.  Started her work the 

1st week of March.  Severo is still doing his regular work and hours. 
Border Groups - ANTS/Yale have a group of 13 people staying at the Good Shepherd this week.  Next week 

we have a group from University of Southern California. 
Progressive Theology Seminar - had about 200 people attend the 2 day event.   
National elections will be held once again at TGS. 
Conference Archives - Have committed the use of one room at TGS for 3 months so Tom Wilsted can put 

their archives in order.   
We received a memorial donation of $42,000 that was bequested by Brenda Butler. 
Rebecca made a great video to help people get acquainted with Zoom.   
 

Closing Prayer:  Rebecca McElfresh 
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:25 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary 
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Special Administrative Team Meeting 

Sunday, March 15, 2020, 1:00 P.M. 
Via Zoom 

 
Present:  Connie Aglione, Irene Little, Rick Irvin, Margaret Nagle, Randy Mayer, Rebecca McElfresh 
Absent:  Nancy Bowen  
 
Meeting was called to order by Connie Aglione at 1:10 P.M. 
 
Opening Prayer:  Connie Aglione 
 
Meeting Purpose:   Requested by the Sahuarita Food Bank to reconsider our decision, March 10, 2020, not to 

support their proposal for additional “Space for Entry-Level Health Field Training Offered by the SFB-CRC”.    
 

MOTION: Irene Little and Rick Irvin to endorse the following guidelines for  SFB-CRC: 
Rooms and facilities can be used for June 1 – July 15, 2020, and September 1-October 15, 2020. 
Rooms 4-5 and one west bathroom will be made available for training during these sessions. 
A rental fee of $300.00 will be paid by SFB-CRC for use of this additional space during the trainings. 
Responsible for set-up and take down of classroom furniture and provide additional coverage of beds during 

non-use to maximize space for TGS. 
Equipment will be moved off-site after second session. 
TGS will support this endeavor. 
Motion passed. 
 

Motion/Verbal Proposal:  Connie presented on March 15, 2020, the above fore-mentioned motion to Penny 
Pestle, via phone, during the Special Admin Team Meeting.  Penny Pestle was in complete agreement of the 
motion.  Penny will keep the committee informed. 

 
 Closing Prayer:  Rebecca McElfresh 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:19 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret E. Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary 
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