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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.  

Faith in a Time of Lockdown 

During the lockdown of the COVID-19 Pan-
demic, I have often used the phrase, “Our 
Building is Closed---But Our Church is Open.”  
We have continued to worship, we continue to 
pray, we continue to care for each other, we 
continue to have Zoom gatherings and meet-
ings, and we have continued our mission and 
ministry commitments.    The hardest part has 
been the longing to be together---there is 
something about community, about hugs and 
smiles, chatter in the narthex, and short check-
in conversations that are deeply missed, but 
the church as a living, breathing body is still 
open, alive, and thriving.   
 
People are getting restless and tired of being 
locked in their homes and unable to continue 
with life as it had been.  Across the country 
there has been a push to open things up and get 
back to business as usual.  This of course comes 
with dangers and risks that need to measured 
and weighed.   Churches need to be especially 
careful since what we do is so communal and 
close knit. The United Church of Christ and the 
Southwest Conference of the United Church of 
Christ has developed some great resources to 
help churches make these important decisions.   
These guidelines are well thought out and bal-
anced urging churches to be cautious and use 
local health departments data to phase in small 
gatherings after COVID-19 infections rates 
show significant decline over weeks, and the 

availability of testing and Personal Protection 
Equipment.  The guidelines can be found here: 
https://static1.squarespace.com/
static/552a993ce4b0c842cdb585ad/
t/5eb43d6e0ba7a95f5b10d3e2/1588870510830/
Phased+Reopening+SWC+FINAL.pdf  
 
My perspective is that since the Church has never 
been closed, we can continue to operate as we 
have been over the past 8 weeks or so.   It is be-
cause we value our members, friends and guests 
so much that at The Good Shepherd  we will be 
using these guidelines and hedging on the side of 
caution as we deliberate opening our building.  
 
As hard as this Lockdown time has been and the 
ravishing of the COVID-Virus across the world 
has left destruction, demise and difficulty in its 
wake,  I still find hope in these days.   Someone 
recently lifted up an historical lesson, that made 
an impression on me.   Did you know that the 
Black Plague ended in 1343 after nearly 7 years of 
death and destruction?   Surprisingly the Renais-
sance Period began within a couple of years after 
the Plague moving the world from the Middle Ag-
es into Modernity, creating some of the biggest 
changes the world had ever seen in scholarship, 
art, the church, architecture---everything 
changed.   
 
We are changing as people, as a culture, as a 
world during this Pandemic, nothing is left un-

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/552a993ce4b0c842cdb585ad/t/5eb43d6e0ba7a95f5b10d3e2/1588870510830/Phased+Reopening+SWC+FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/552a993ce4b0c842cdb585ad/t/5eb43d6e0ba7a95f5b10d3e2/1588870510830/Phased+Reopening+SWC+FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/552a993ce4b0c842cdb585ad/t/5eb43d6e0ba7a95f5b10d3e2/1588870510830/Phased+Reopening+SWC+FINAL.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/552a993ce4b0c842cdb585ad/t/5eb43d6e0ba7a95f5b10d3e2/1588870510830/Phased+Reopening+SWC+FINAL.pdf
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Thoughts from Rebecca.... 
 
By the time you read this newsletter, we will have 
been meeting together virtually for about 11 
weeks.  That's nearly 3 months.  I imagine that 
many among us might have thought that our time 
in isolation would have ended by now.  And yet, it 
still seems necessary for us to take adequate pre-
cautions to protect one another from this virus.   
 
It has been a joy to see the way in which we are 
finding new ways to be together, to do our work 
together, and to be in fellowship with one anoth-
er.  I sense, deep within me, that we will look 
back on this time and mark it as a time of transi-
tion and a time when we learned much about our-
selves.  And yet, I have found that times of signifi-
cant learning have always come in the midst of 
difficult situations.   
 
For sure, we will learn much about what it means 
to be the church.  For a long time, many have 
thought of church as a location where we gather 
for worship.   That notion is certainly being chal-
lenged now.  I have included, below, a prayer 
written by Nadia Bolz-Weber, Lutheran Pastor, 
Teacher, Author.  I think she gets right to the cen-
ter of helping us grieve the loss of our time to-
gether in the building we call the church: 
 
I do not know when we can gather together 
again in worship, Lord. 
So, for now I just ask that: 
When I sing along in my kitchen to each song on 

Stevie Wonder’s Songs in The Key of Life Album, 

touched.   I pray that we come out the other side 
as a more compassionate, united, and committed 
people---changed, transformed, ready to do some 
good work.  
 
With you on the Journey,  
  
Randy  
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that it be counted as praise. (Happy 70thBirth-
day, SW!) 
And that when I read the news and my heart 
tightens in my chest, may it be counted as a Kyr-
ie.  
And that when my eyes brighten in a smile be-
hind my mask as I thank the cashier may it be 
counted as passing the peace. 
And that when I water my plants and wash my 
dishes and take a shower may it be counted as 
remembering my baptism. 
And that when the tears come and my shoulders 
shake and my breathing falters, may it be count-
ed as prayer. 
And that when I stumble upon a Tabitha Brown 
video and hear her grace and love of you may it 
be counted as a hearing a homily. 
And that as I sit at that table in my apartment, 
and eat one more homemade meal, slowly, joy-
fully, with nothing else demanding my time or 
attention, may it be counted as communion. 
Amen. 
 
For some time, The United Church of Christ has 
used a particular promotional piece called "Be the 
Church."  You've probably seen it in banner and T
-shirt form.  It goes like this: 
 
Be the church.  Protect the environment. Care for 
the Poor. Forgive often. Reject racism. Fight for 
the powerless. Share earthly and spiritual re-
sources. Embrace diversity. Love God. Enjoy this 
life.  
 
And now, in the time of Covid-19, someone has 
created a new version: 
Be the church.  Stay home. Social distance. Check 
on the elderly. Wash your hands. Worship re-
motely. Give electronically. Support each other.  
Love God. Flatten the curve. Pray.  So we can ALL 
enjoy this life.  
 
Let's continue to wait.  We are waiting for solu-
tions that will decrease our risk of becoming ill.  
We are waiting for the time when we can be to-
gether in person again.  In the meantime, let's re-
member that we are still the church, caring for 
one another and doing our work in the world.   
 
 
Rebecca 

First Congregational in Flagstaff 

Partners with Community         

Organizing Group to Offer Aid to 

Undocumented Neighbors 

Nathan Watts, our former Assistant Minister, has 
wasted no time in bringing his gifts to his congre-
gation of First Congregational in Flagstaff and the 
surrounding community.   He has spearheaded 
an effort jointly with community partners to help 
undocumented neighbors who are ineligible for 
federal aid during this Covid 19 pandemic.  Their 
efforts are called Unidos Sobrevivimos or United 
We Live or We Survive Together. 
 
The group has raised thousands of dollars 
through a GoFundMe  campaign to assist undoc-
umented applicants. 
 
For a fuller description of the program, check out 
the story on the UCC website 
 
https://www.ucc.org/
news_arizona_church_partners_with_community_organizing_gr
oup_to_offer_aid_to_undocumented_neighbors_05182020 

https://www.ucc.org/news_arizona_church_partners_with_community_organizing_group_to_offer_aid_to_undocumented_neighbors_05182020
https://www.ucc.org/news_arizona_church_partners_with_community_organizing_group_to_offer_aid_to_undocumented_neighbors_05182020
https://www.ucc.org/news_arizona_church_partners_with_community_organizing_group_to_offer_aid_to_undocumented_neighbors_05182020
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Congratulations on Your  

        Anniversary 
 

 

 

Jim & Lynn Oxenford  06/02 

Bill & Ann Cochran   06/06 

Hank & Judith Deutsch  06/07 

Del & Margie Brewer  06/09 

Don & Marge Saiser   06/10 

Steve & Jackie Smith  06/11 

Bill & Sylvia Spearman  06/14 

Rowland & Judy Van Es  06/14 

John & Marilyn Ehrhardt  06/15 

Curt & Karen Keim   06/18 

Jim & Ruth Barrett   06/19 

Ron & Myrna Simon  06/19 

Richard & Susan Hill  06/20 

James & Diane Scovil  06/22 

Mary Ferland & Tom Buinicky 06/24 

Stan & Karen Holdeman  06/25 

Barb & Earl Eyre   06/29 

John Snavely & Carol West  06/29 

 

    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

 

Pres Johnson   06/04 

Judith Deutsch  06/08 

Don Segraves  06/11 

Curt Keim   06/11 

Karen Holdeman  06/15 

Norma Mayer  06/15 

Mary Ferland  06/16 

Cheryl Boyles  06/18 

Carol Dixon   06/20 

Veronica Johnson  06/22 

John Ehrhardt  06/23 

Nyisha Harrison  06/23 

Bob Littlejohn  06/28   

Ruth Barrett   06/28 

Dale Jones   06/29 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to up-
date your record. 

Estate Sales Thank You! 
 

Thanks so much to Darcy and Rick Adshead for designing, tweak-
ing, and purchasing new signs for the Estate Sales!   
 
 These new signs will certainly put The Good Shepherd Estate 
Sales’ best foot forward — whenever sales are able to resume.     
 

 

Ford F150 Pick-Up Needs New Home 
Bruce Moulton, who has  generously made Estate Sales & Patio 
Sales pickups and deliveries for years, is now selling his truck.  
Ford F150, 2002, 18,500 miles, MT, 2WD, V6, camper cover & 
towing.  Great Shape.  Call Bruce, 520-625-9543 
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Should Churches Return to Worship in Their Sanctuaries? 

A Pastoral letter from the Leadership of the Wider United Church of Christ    

As the country debates how, when, and under what circumstances life might return to normal, leaders in every setting of the church are 
deliberating about returning to their sanctuaries for worship. 

As leaders in the United Church of Christ, we want to send a clear and strong message to congregations who are considering going back 
to meeting in person: We urge you to wait until ALL safety concerns have been addressed. We want to offer what guidance we can 
about issues you should consider in your deliberations. 

We are sure that, like us, you have been inundated with materials about the COVID-19 virus. Some of it seems to be contradictory at 
times. Much of it is being and has been politicized. Discerning fact from fiction can be tricky. We would like to share with you the re-
sources that we have found helpful in our own deliberations, as well as any wisdom we have that could be useful to you.  

Among the most impactful articles we have seen is “The Risks—Know Them—Avoid Them,” by Erin Bromage. The article talks in 
great detail about how the virus is spread and mentions in particular how church life which we experience as normal could prove to be a 
threat to our worshipers. We strongly encourage you to read this as a part of your decision-making process. Here is the link to that arti-
cle. 

Of all the things we could say, we lead with this principle: Please make every decision based on how it will affect the most vulnerable 
among you. Many of us will be able to attend services and activities as fully healthy, low-risk individuals. Others, though, will come out 
of a deep love for and obligation to their church, deciding to take a risk in order to be back with their church family. We urge you to 
keep that in mind as you process your decisions. 

Conference leaders have sent guidance to their churches about the process of deciding how and when to return. We, as national and re-
gional leaders are encouraging churches to consult their Conference website for materials relevant to their setting for ministry. 

In a recent email, the Rev. Nigel Uden, Moderator of the United Reformed Church (United Kingdom), offered his prayerful support. In 
it, he wrote about a deacon of the church in Coventry. That deacon was trying to persuade a young pastor to serve that church in the 
decade that followed not only the Second World War, but the utter annihilation of the city of Coventry at the hands of the Germans. 
Their precious church was laid bare. What the deacon said to the young pastor convinced him to come and serve: “There is nothing in 
this church that cannot be changed as long as the Gospel is preached and the Kingdom of God extended.”  

Those words have proven to be quite precious and prescient. They have reminded us that when the world forces change upon us, and 
with it the tremendous burden of grief and loss, our task remains but this: preach the Gospel and extend the Kingdom. No matter what 
we decide in the coming days, even if it means sheltering in place a while longer, the gospel will be preached and the realm of God will 
grow through our efforts. 

In the words of Julian of Norwich, written from her cell at the church in Norwich that was built as her own shelter in the time of the 
Plague: “All shall be well. And all shall be well. And all manner of thing shall be well.”  

 Faithfully, 

The Council of Conference Ministers United Church of Christ 
The National Officers of the United Church of Christ 

The Rev. Dr. John C.  Dorhauer 

General Minister and President               

The Rev. Traci Blackmon 

Associate General Minister, Justice and Local Church Ministries 

The Rev. Dr. Karen Georgia Thompson 

Associate General Minister, Wider Church Ministries 

https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them?fbclid=IwAR322kWgz3aOtspkepxUAll0mKXVjcm9wKWcXqajA9adsxM0pmgDMFYie3k%20
https://www.erinbromage.com/post/the-risks-know-them-avoid-them?fbclid=IwAR322kWgz3aOtspkepxUAll0mKXVjcm9wKWcXqajA9adsxM0pmgDMFYie3k%20
https://www.ucc.org/news_conference_ministers_urge_caution_prayer_as_churches_create_processes_to_discern_when_to_reopen_05192020
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Administrative Team Meeting – Via Zoom 

April 14, 2020 
 

Present:  Connie Aglione, Irene Little, Nancy Bowen, Rick Irvin, Linda Wiebe, Sam McElwaine, Rebecca McElfresh, Randy Mayer, 
Margaret Nagle 
Guest:  Jill Pawlowski 
Meeting was called to order at 7:05 P.M. 

1. Opening Prayer:  Randy Mayer 

2. Introduced New Admin Team Members and Guest, Jill Pawlowski:  Connie Aglione, Interim-Moderator 

Admin Team Members 
Sam McElwaine - Representative for Facilities Team 
Linda Wiebe – Representative for Program Teams (Chair of the Extravagant Welcome and Inclusion Team) 

 

3. Minutes of Last Meeting:  Margaret Nagle 

MOTION:  The minutes of the March 10, 2020, meeting was approved as modified.   
 

4. Inquiry Regarding Discernment Process:  Jill Pawlowski 

 Randy informed the Admin Team this is the process that Rebecca McElfresh, Nathan Watts, etc. regarding their discernment 

process.  A month ago Jill met with Barbara Peacock and was approved to move forward.  

 The Admin Team approved that Jill Pawlowski move forward with her discernment process. 

 

5. Treasurer’s Report: Rick Irvin 

 Gross income for the Month was $44,154 and total expenses were $35,890, for Net Income of $6,263. This is below historical 

numbers, but given the current Coronavirus a positive result.  Amy and Rick have reviewed the cash position of the Church as 

of March 31, 2020. Our undesignated cash position was $176,475.  This total includes $46,924 in undesignated memorials. 

This cash position is good given the uncertainty of giving in the coming months.  Wells Fargo has not updated our authorized 

signers, and we will follow up with them this week. 

 Endowment/Legacy Fund:  

In May 2002, The Church Council approved the formation of The Legacy and Investment Committee a special committee of 
the Finance Board. Membership is stated at five voting members:  The Chairperson of the Finance Board, the Moderator, and 
three at large members of the Congregation, and two ex-officio non -voting members, the Senior Minister and Treasurer of 
the Congregation.  From the records Rick located it does not appear that this Committee has been active for quite a while. 
The current balance in The Legacy Fund is $16,014 and the originating document has substantial restrictions on the use of the 
funds.  TGS also has a number of persons who have entered into 50% Gift Annuity Agreements that appear to be designated 
to this fund.  Rick recommends that no additional funds be designated or placed in this fund until the proper research is com-
pleted on the history and legal status of this fund. 

· Land Lease:  Sahuarita Food Bank 
Rick has contacted Dennis St. John regarding the ground lease used by the Sahuarita Food Bank.  Rick stated that this will take 
several months to process. 
 

6. Facilities Report:  Sam McElwaine 
· It was noted that the Facilities Team has chosen not to be responsible for the irrigation system. 
· Office is closed to public.  
· Facilities used by Sahuarita Food Bank include the library for storage, Redman room and bathroom (for volunteer staff only).   
· Clients must stay in their car and not use any facilities at the church. 
· The National Guard loads the cars.  This has been so helpful, thus allowing volunteers to package food, etc. 

 
7.  Sahuarita Food Bank:  Irene Little  

· The SFB continues to reach out via mailings and the newsletter to increase giving for their Capital Campaign goal and also for 
sustaining the current increase of clients (175-350 per week) as well as 12-17 new unemployed clients. 

· The National Guard from Phoenix has done an excellent job.   
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· Grant News:  United Way ($10,000); Town of Sahuarita - $10,000; and Pima County Community Development Block Grant - 
$50,000.  It is important to note that these were unsolicited COVID-19 responses and UW is a new funder! 

· There are several pending grants at the moment. 
 

8. Updates: 
Music and Worship Committee:  Randy and Connie 
· Randy re-iterated that we have a signed contract with the University of Arizona and will receive a graduate teaching assistant 

at TGS.  The scholarship is provided by private funding and will be honored. 
Southwest Annual Conference  
· The Southwest Annual Conference will be held at TGS on October 2-4, 2020. 
Program Team Representative for Admin Team: Connie 
· Linda Wiebe, Chair of the Extravagant Welcome and Inclusion Team, will serve as the regular Program Teams’ representative 

to the Admin Team.  Jill Pawlowski will be her alternate.   
The Chairs of the other Program Teams will be invited to attend the Admin Team meetings periodically to inform and facili-
tate church-wide coordination as per church By-Laws. 

· Linda Wiebe shared they are waiting for a new “Welcome” kiosk to be completed.  She needs new members on the Welcome 
Committee.   Her meetings have been in poor attendance and would like suggestions as to how to increase this outcome. 

· The proposal submitted to the Admin Team, March 10 and 15, 2020, by Penny Pestle representing the Sahuarita Food Bank 
and the Community Resource Center for additional facility space for entry-level healthcare training, has been put on hold per 
Penny Pestle. 

· Sahuarita Food Bank has requested that an additional cooler be placed on church property.  They have been given so much 
fresh produce from the stores, farmers, etc., that additional storage is required for non-spoilage.  Irene and Randy will talk 
with Carlos in regards to additional information.   

· The Admin Team approved that last year bonuses for active staff will be expedited.  Rick and Connie will work on the bonus 
amounts and the Admin Team will be contacted and vote via e-mail to expedite the process. 
MOTION:  To disperse and vote on the bonus amounts via e-mail.  Motion passed. 

· The Personnel Committee of TGS will be contacted to pursue what their recommendations have been for continuation of this 
committee.  Rick and Connie will talk with Tom Wilsted regarding the Personnel Committee’s work as well as if there is a need 
to implement this Committee into the By-Laws at the Annual Meeting of 2021.  

 
9. Pastor’s Report: Rebecca and Randy 
 

Rebecca: 
· Spending substantial amount of time on Zoom meetings involving an instructional learning curve. 
· Worship service preparation via technology. 
· Pastoral Care – two ways:  Amigo groups to contact their team and Care Team using the congregational list as a contact 

source. 
· Coordinating Coffee Wednesdays, Worship – Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter. 
 
Randy: 
· Checking in with people via phone. 
· Attendance last week –first service 300 and second service 302.  This Sunday we will be having one service – Earth Day Sun-

day. 
· Preparation for Worship Service 

 
10. Next Meeting:  May 12, 2020 – Zoom 

 
11. Closing Prayer:  Rebecca 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:43 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary 
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