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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.  

Message from Randy 

It is fair to say that the United States is going 
through one of its roughest patches in its entire 
history.  The Corona Virus has literally brought 
the country to its knees with more than 
130,000 deaths and the numbers of infection 
in Arizona spiking through the roof.  The econ-
omy has crashed and the number of people 
without work is higher than during the Great 
Depression.  If that wasn’t enough for one 
country to handle, the brutal racial killing of 
George Floyd at the hands of four Minneapolis 
police officers has torn back the veil of struc-
tural racism and white privilege that has been 
rotting the very core of our country for hun-
dreds of years.  In response a beautiful mosaic 
of people have taken to the streets peacefully 
protesting police brutality and lifting up a mes-
sage that change must come soon.   
 
It literally feels like the nation is ready to crack 
open, tear apart with so many struggles on the 
table, pain and anguish at every turn, where do 
we start, how can we possibly come together.  
And maybe that is a good thing.  Sometimes 
things need to be torn apart, started over 
again, a new foundation laid so that healing 
and hope can be given space and the voices 
that have been trampled and hurt can be our 
guides to a new path.   
 
It is sometimes helpful to understand that our 
world has survived pandemics, financial de-

struction, wars and famine, issues of racial and 
ethnic injustice in the past.  Isn’t it surprising 
that the human race is so slow to realize its 
wrongs and has a hard time learning from its 
mistakes.  
 
I have learned that there were at least two pan-
demics in the second and third century that hit 
the Roman Empire.  One pandemic was around 
165 AD that lasted fifteen years and killed nearly 
1/3 of the population.  Many medical experts be-
lieve it was the first appearance of small pox.  Be-
cause they didn’t know how to treat the disease, 
people secluded themselves and practiced social 
distancing.  When someone would come down 
with the symptoms they were cast to the streets, 
where the dead and dying lay in piles.  But the 
Christian population met the obligation to care 
for the sick rather than desert them, and thereby 
saved enormous numbers of lives!  Just by offer-
ing food, water and compassion they were able to 
work wonders.  The fact that most stricken Chris-
tians survived did not go unnoticed, lending im-
mense credibility to Christian "miracle working."  

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
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From the Minister of Pastoral Care and 

Spiritual Growth 

 
Spiritual Growth Opportunities for Sum-

mer and Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 
 
It seems clear that we are in the midst of a time 
when it is necessary to once again look at the 
ways in which we might be better allies for those 
who have experienced great oppression and vio-
lence due to the color of their skin.  We hear the 
call to examine the privilege that White persons 
have experienced as well as the call to listen and 
study anti-racist practices so that we might deter-
mine what more fully what our roles will be in 
supporting our siblings who are Black and Indig-
enous persons of color.   
 
Randy, Rebecca, and Susan Hill (Spiritual 
Growth Chair) have been working on a plan for 
us to examine these issues again, and anew.  
More specific details will be following very soon, 
but in order to meet the deadline for the newslet-
ter publication, we want to be sure that you know 
about our general framework.   
 
In late July, we will hold a Zoom based discussion 
of the movie Just Mercy.  It is available on Ama-
zon Prime for free and other providers have it as 
well.  Beginning in mid August we will offer four 
book titles for discussion.  Discussion groups will 
meet on Zoom.  The number of meetings may 
vary among the groups depending on the book 
read and discussed.  Beginning in mid to late Sep-
tember, discussion of a second set of four books 
will be offered.  Then, in November, we will take 
advantage of the curriculum offered by the Unit-
ed Church of Christ on White Privilege.  During 
Lent, we will offer two additional discussion 
groups that offer a theological framework for our 
thoughts about racism.   
 
Please stay turned for more details coming in 
weekly emails and Sunday services.  We hope that 
you will seriously consider coming together to 
grow in these ways in the coming year.   
 
 
Rebecca 
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Farewell, Dear Liz 

 
With heavy hearts, we share the sad news that 
Liz Wright died on Saturday afternoon, June 
27 from complications caused by the COVID 19 
virus.  Please surround her sister Nancy Ackley 
and Curt and their entire family with comfort 
and support in this difficult time.  As Nancy 
said, “She and I were only 14 months apart in 
age, so I cannot remember life without her.  
Words cannot express how big a hole her pass-
ing leaves in my life.”   
 
The passing of Liz leaves a big hole in all our 
hearts as well.  Let us rest assured that she has 
joined the Great Gathering of Souls and may 
we keep her alive in our memories.   
 
A time to celebrate her life has not been set.  
Sympathy cards can be sent to Nancy and Curt 
Ackley, 1455 W. Via de Roma, Green Valley, AZ 
85622 
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Congratulations on Your  

        Anniversary 
 

 

 

Chuck & Judy Tomhave   07/01 

James Armstrong & Rebecca McElfresh 07/03 

Dick & Matt Degen    07/21 

Leslie DeGrassi & Larry Worster  07/23 

Michael & Rozanne Plotnik  07/27 

Jim & Jan Diers    08/07 

Bill & Nancy McCormick   08/10 

Drew & Jan Mason    08/12 

Thomas & Cheryl Boyles   08/12 

Dave & Kathy Zweig    08/13 

David & Anna Dethmers   08/13 

Randy & Norma Mayer   08/16 

Jim & Christie Furber   08/17 

Carlos Henriquez & Mary Chapman 08/21 

 

    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

Randy Mayer    07/01 

Christie Furber   07/03 

Donn Higley    07/03 

Stephen Little   07/05 

Cornelia Bayley   07/11 

Bernie Kuehn   07/13 

Ray Tucker    07/28 

Ashley Daltrey   07/29 

Dick Mayer    07/30 

Carlos Henriquez   07/31 

Rick Adshead   08/01 

Hathaway Cornelius   08/04 

Penny Pestle    08/05 

John Snavely    08/05 

Jill Pawlowski   08/06 

Kathy Zweig    08/08 

Jan Mason    08/10 

Bonnie Sondrol   08/10 

Linda Redfield   08/11 

Judy Bischoff   08/14 

James Armstrong   08/14 

Susan Eaton    08/17 

Darlene Clement   08/21 

Judy Tucker    08/22 

Vera Stirsman   08/25 

Bobbi Menefee   08/26 

Nancy McCormick   08/27 

Don Saiser    08/29 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to up-
date your record. 

Worship Leaders Needed 
 
Since we are no longer meeting in the 
church building at this time, we don't have 
a sign up sheet for those who wish to vol-
unteer as worship leaders.  Please let Re-
becca know if you would be willing to serve 
in this way.  She can be reached at 
mcelf.rebecca@gmail.com or 440-376-
6651.  You will need a cell phone with a 
camera application in order to record your-
self reading the Call to Worship, the Open-
ing Prayer and the Scripture Reading.  
Then, you'll just need to follow the direc-
tions in an email that Rebecca will send 
you from the Dropbox site where you will 
upload your videos.  Of course, Rebecca is 
available to help you with this process.   

mailto:mcelf.rebecca@gmail.com
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Administrative Team Meeting – Via Zoom 

May 12, 2020 
 
Present:  Connie Aglione, Nancy Bowen, Rick Irvin, Irene Little, Linda Wiebe, Jim Armstrong, Margaret Nagle, 
Rebecca McElfresh, Randy Mayer 
Meeting was called to order by Connie Aglione at 7:08 P.M. 
Opening Prayer:  Randy Mayer  
Minutes of Last Meeting:  Margaret Nagle 

MOTION:  The minutes of the April 14, 2020, meeting was approved as modified. 
Treasurer’s Report:  Rick Irvin 

Gross income for the Month was $38,279 and total expenses were $36,438 for Net Income of $1,841. Having 
a positive income is very good considering no in-person worship services.  

The undesignated cash position of the Church as of April 30, 2020, continues to be good at $179,004. This 
total includes $46,924 in undesignated memorials and $36,023 reserved for Long-Term Maintenance. 

Other financial activities concluded during the month were:  
Wells Fargo has our authorized signers to reflect the current officers. 
The delayed staff Christmas gifts and bonuses were paid out. 
Admin Team approved an expenditure of $8,300 for new blinds in the sanctuary.  All funds for this will 

come from the Capital Campaign. 
TGS has agreed to pay $1,700 for a new computer for Rebecca McElfresh, which is necessary for the vid-

eo services we are providing ($1,000 will come from the Worship budget and $700 from Rebecca’s 
Auto Expense account). 

Facilities:  J im Armstrong and Randy Mayer  
Sam McElwaine has requested to be removed as the Representative of the Facilities Team due to increased 

workload at SFB as a result of COVID-19.  Jim Armstrong shared that other members of the Facilities 
Team will be in attendance to the Admin Team Meeting.   

Randy took several Facilities Team members, for an in-person walk through, mainly looking at the building 
exterior and grounds for the purpose of highlighting improvements that should be addressed in the very 
near future.   

Some of these improvements:  mortar between bricks, tightening of chairs, roof repair of a few broken tiles, 
etc., can potentially be resolved by Severo and Eva.  Randy will keep in touch with the Facilities Team 
regarding this possible solution as well as any other improvements that would need to be handled immedi-
ately. 

Jim stated that COVID-19 has changed many routines --one that has especially impacted the church building 
repairs is “Work at the Church Day”, which was very helpful with painting and other facility improve-
ments.  Jim also stated that there are some projects that the Facilities Team can take care of easily. 

Rick Irvin stated $4,000 is the annual budget for repairs and maintenance.   
Rick Irvin stated that trash removal costs have been increased $75.00 due to SFB usage.  SFB has agreed to 

pay this additional charge and we will be submitting a bill for the excess charges. 
 Sahuarita Food Bank:  Irene Little  

The Sahuarita Food Bank meeting was held on 04-14-2020 via Zoom.  The next meeting will be held on 05-29-2020. 
The need for people and their family has almost doubled in the last two months.  In April 2020 the need for food went 

to 1000+ clients up from about 550 in April 2019; please refer to the May Apple Basket Newsletter. 
The distribution has been streamlined with drive through only.  
Ten National Guards have been invaluable with their help and are scheduled to be with the SFB thru May. The Nation-

al Guards picked up 25,000 of produce at the border and it was distributed to the SFB-CRC, Amado and other plac-
es. 

Typically 12 volunteers (gloved and masked) are on hand to help packing the baskets for clients. 
Bette Mulley has raised about $4,500 for food thru a “Go Fund Me” site. Other donations have also been received. 
It is estimated that the SFB will need about $100,000 more to keep up with the demand.   
An additional $75,000 will be needed for the children’s nutrition program -- 120-150 food bags have been distributed 

to the Summit View Elementary School.  This will continue for a couple more weeks. 
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Curt Keim and his grant writer assistant, Diane Diamond, are busy writing grants. 
$25,000 was donated for the building from Lineage Logistics.  
SFB has received about $117,000 for COVID-19 relief. 
SFB is purchasing a 40’ cold storage/freezer unit for $38,000 to house perishable food that is being donated which 

will be placed on the south-side of TGS. 
A forklift was donated to SFB with the help of Thayne Hardy. 

The distribution of food is taking priority over any other projects scheduled for this summer. 

Update on Land Lease for SFB/CRC:  Rick Irvin 
Dennis St. John and Rick have been working diligently on updating the lease for SFB/CRC.   
TGS has obtained the legal services used for the original contract. 
After the Admin Team has reviewed it, a draft will be forwarded to the SFB Board. 
Recommend that an Ad Hoc Committee of the Admin Team review the initial draft.  Approved by Admin 

Team.   
Once the Ad Hoc Committee of the Admin Team has reviewed the draft it will then be reviewed by all Admin 

Team Members. 
Updates: 

Worship and Music Committee:  Randy Mayer and Connie Aglione 
A meeting with John Merrill has been scheduled for this week. 

Southwest Annual Conference:   
The conference will be held on line October 2-4, 2020. 
The Conference will organize the agenda that will include workshops, guest speakers, worship, and other 
topics pertinent to our times. 

8.   Suggested Phased Plan for Resuming In-Person Gathers in Southwest Conference Churches 
The SWC has presented a detailed plan for congregations to consider when it is time for them to open wor-

ship services. 
It is clearly stated in these phased plans that they are suggestions not recommendations.  Each church is inde-

pendent as to their opening procedures, etc. 
9.   Pastor’s Report:  Rebecca McElfresh and Randy Mayer  

Rebecca: 
Thank you for the bonus and Christmas present. 
Thank you for new computer. 
Church services and other Zoom meetings have been enhanced due to the upgraded computer system.  Rebec-

ca has a confidant that has been instrumental in instructing her on new methods of outreach, thus enabling 
a broader diversity for worship services.   

Care Team is on the second round of calls.  This has been very helpful to people that live near and far and a 
great encouragement to so many people.   

A recent patient was taken to St. Mary’s ER.  Rebecca reached out to the Chaplain at St. Mary’s, thus estab-
lishing a strong contact for us in the future.    

She continues to serve as a Board Member on the SWC. 
 

Randy: 
Thank you for the bonus and Christmas gift. 
Comes to the church three to four times a week just to check on the building premises.   
Participates with Rebecca in the coordination of the weekly services. 
Active in reaching out to the congregation via phone and Zoom. 
Participates in an abundance of Zoom meetings. 

10.  Other: 
Personnel Committee:  Connie 

Connie followed up with Tom Wilsted regarding the continuation of this committee.   It was determined 
that there was a recommendation that the committee be continued. 

The Personnel Committee shall consist of the church moderator, moderator-elect, immediate past modera-
tor, two church members appointed by the Admin Team and the Senior Pastor as an ex-officio mem-
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ber.  The appointed members shall serve a two-year term. 
At present the two church members on the committee are Mary Martin and Margaret Nagle.   
Connie will follow-up regarding active membership of this committee.   

11.  Next Meeting:  June 9, 2020 – via Zoom 
12.  Closing Prayer:  Rebecca McElfresh 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:47 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary 
 
 
 

CAFÉ JUSTO 

Formerly Just Coffee 
 
At the end of May we concluded another success-
ful year of supporting this program. In total we 
sold 211 pounds of coffee and returned a check 
representing our “profits” for $800 to the co-op. 
Adrian Gonzalez joined us to promote and sell 
coffee at The Border Issues Fair which resulted in 
them getting some new clients. 
 
We will reach out to you in later this summer to 
determine if there is enough demand for a special 
order, and will start selling again regularly in the 
fall. 
 
For Cafe Justo and ourselves, we thank you for 
supporting this very worthwhile program, while 
enjoying excellent coffee !! 
 
 
Your friends in Christ - 
 
Rick and Pam Irvin 
Cafe Justo Coordinators                      

 



8 

Poet’s Corner 

 

How Necessary to Gather the Family 

                        by Marjorie Saiser 

 

The zoom session is all the closeness we can get.  

On the screen the faces of the children:  

the one who wants to be fishing  

from the dock with his brother,  

the one in her cap and gown,  

the one who shows us where she lost a tooth, 

the one who is writing a graphic novel,  

the one who misses going to the gym,  

the one who for our benefit puts the family cat  

down inside his t-shirt again this week,  

wants the cat to look out the neck. 

Faces far away, but it’s how we manage.  

Think perhaps of your ancestor  

in the old photo: there she stands in hard times.  

Someone took her picture feeding her chickens;  

she has just scattered corn on the ground for them,  

and they are caught mid-stride running to eat.  

It’s the 30s, she is doing the chores, feeding  

the chickens which will provide her with eggs,  

with meat to put on the white plates,  

meals to say grace over. This moment a  

kind of grace:  kernels into wind.  

She is not looking at the camera. She is  

doing this chore and will then turn and do  

others. She will pick a panful of green beans,  

she will with a word send her oldest daughter,  

as she herself was sent,  

to gather a basket of cobs, will feed the cobs  

into the maw of the cookstove, will bake  

the bread, will survive, tired, another day,  

using the hours of her life for family.  

How necessary our zoom session,  

the children in their cities  

in front of their screens:  

Good to see you, see you  

next week, same time.  

Then we separate,  

go to our separateness,  

pivot to it, do our work.  

We in our time, she in hers.  

 

 

Marjorie Saiser   

 poetmarge.com   

Faith Formation 
 
 

Hola mis amigos! 
 
It’s already the middle of the year, and my first 
year at the Good Shepherd as the Director of 
Faith Formation for children and youth!  The last 
time I wrote for the Newsletter was back in Janu-
ary.  I was sharing with you about all the activi-
ties that we had planned for this year, and we 
had great success!  In February, we had our first 
mission activity at Casa Alitas where we did arts 
and crafts with the guests.  We met wonderful 
families with great stories to share.  After that 
day, we decided to do this activity more often.  It 
was great to hear from our kids about their expe-
rience and their desire to come back.  However, 
starting in March, we all know what happened.  
Right now, our plans are on standby, but in the 
meantime, we are exploring new ways to con-
nect. 
 
There’s a lot going on right now in our world, but 
we believe that God knows everything, so keep 
thinking positive and be safe! 
 
Miss you all! 
Dios nos Bendiga 
Alejandra 
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