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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.

Message from Rebecca
October Book Studies
When I speak with many of you, I hear some
similar thoughts expressed about this very
strange time we are in right now. Some have
found rest and renewal in these more quiet days
and have enjoyed time for reading, meditation
and creative work. At other times, I hear about
our sadness, especially that we are missing be
able to be together as much as we would like.
However, I also hear a spirit of resilience, the
sense that we will get through this together.
I know that many of you are continuing to meet
with some of the small groups that have been a
part of your routine for awhile while others are
venturing out to try new groups, all meeting in
safe, distanced ways such as Zoom technology.
As you read this newsletter, we are already in the
midst of the first of two rounds of book study
groups centered on anti-racism. It became clear
this Spring and Summer that there is a national
momentum building around our need to honestly
look again at the impact racism has on many in
our nation and around the world.
While you may not have been able to participate
in the first round of book studies, please consider
joining a group for the second round that starts

in October. Here are the books listed with the
facilitator of each group:
The Third Reconstruction, b y Rev . Dr .
William J Barber III
Led by Randy Mayer
So You Want to Talk About Race, by
Ljeoma Oluo
Led by Cynthia Dean
How to Be an Anti-Racist, b y Ibr a m X
Kendi
Led by Rebecca McElfresh
One Person, No Vote, by Ca r ol An d er son
Led by Susan Hill

Please contact Rebecca if you have any questions
or to indicate your desire to participate in one of
these groups. mcelf.rebecca@gmail.com

Rev. Randy Mayer’s recent Border
law enforcement article begins on
Page 5
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Attention All
Singers!!
The Southwest
Conference will be having the 2020 Annual
Meeting on October 3 and 4. The conference organizers will be providing the opportunity for anyone who wishes to participate
to join a virtual choir. Through the wonders
of technology, voices will be recorded and
mixed together. For those who have been
missing singing in a choir, you might enjoy
this opportunity. Go to this link for more
information:
http://www.swcucc.org/conference-officeblog/2020/8/21/annual-meeting-virtual-

Wednesday Coffee Conversations
The Good Shepherd is inviting you to a scheduled
Zoom meeting.
Topic: Coffee Conversation
Time: Aug 26, 2020 10:00 AM Arizona
Every week on Wed
Aug 26, 2020 10:00 AM
Sep 2, 2020 10:00 AM
Sep 9, 2020 10:00 AM
Sep 16, 2020 10:00 AM
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85640345705
Meeting ID: 856 4034 5705
One tap mobile
+13462487799,,85640345705# US (Houston)
+16699009128,,85640345705# US (San Jose)
Dial by your location
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
Meeting ID: 856 4034 5705
Find your local number: https://
2 us02web.zoom.us/u/keBcboOWdg

TIHAN - Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network

The world is a changing place and TIHAN is making changes but keeping up as much support for the
HIV/AIDS community as it can. The POZ cafes, which we have been a sponsor of every October, is still
operating but on a “to go” basis, rather than a sit down luncheon. Meals are prepared, packaged and
disbursed at two locations the third Thursday of each month.

There are a few changes that sponsoring faith organizations are doing. We will still be sharing expenses
with two other faith organizations. Our contributions will be the same as previous years except no prizes, bingo, raffles or volunteers.
Since we are not meeting for services, our Care Package contributions will need to be purchased rather
than donated by church members. We will be responsible for 1/3 of the total package contents. We will
be purchasing toilet paper, paper towels, shampoo, laundry detergent, deodorant, hand sanitizer and
household disinfection cleaner/wipes. All of these items will be needed to fill 30 care packages. Our
estimated cost will be approximately $200-$250. In addition we will be providing 1/3 of the cost of the
food at approximately $200.
We are reaching out to congregation members to submit monetary donations this year to help cover
our costs. Our target is $500 so that we can have a bit in reserve if needed. To date we have over $100
in the TIHAN account at church. Contributions can be by cash or check made out to The Good Shepherd UCC with the word TIHAN on the memo line.

Thank you for your continued support of TIHAN.
Rex Crouse/Dale Jones
520-609-3639
P.S. We’ll gladly accept volunteers with big cars to help us go shopping!

Food Bank Update: The following link leads
to an interview with Liz Symington concerning
the Food Bank:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=1Ccg5q0vt8w
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Best Wishes for a

Congratulations on Your

Happy Birthday!

Nancy Hungate
Phyllis Hallman
Patsy Larson
Darcy Adshead
Dick Redman
John Rueb
Jim Scovil
Florence Mayer
Jackie Smith
Diane Scovil
Judy Tomhave
Linda Jehle
Hack McCall
Martha Belle Fray
Linda Nitz
Cynthia Dean
Terry Linthicum
Karen Kilmer
Nancy Bowen
Ginny Wing
Deborah Bosma
Lynn Nowakowski

Anniversary

09/02
09/04
09/05
09/07
09/10
09/11
09/12
09/13
09/16
09/16
09/17
09/17
09/19
09/23
09/24
09/26
09/27
09/27
09/27
09/27
09/28
09/29

Clyde & Darlene Clement
Ray & Judy Tucker
Lynn & Michael Nowakowski
Tom & Darthea Tilley
Terry & Nancy Linthicum
Jack & Karen Kressley

09/02
09/05
09/07
09/10
09/10
09/28

Worship Leaders Needed

Since we are no longer meeting in the
church building at this time, we don't have
a sign up sheet for those who wish to volunteer as worship leaders. Please let Rebecca know if you would be willing to serve
in this way. She can be reached at
mcelf.rebecca@gmail.com or 440-3766651. You will need a cell phone with a
camera application in order to record yourself reading the Call to Worship, the Opening Prayer and the Scripture Reading.
Then, you'll just need to follow the directions in an email that Rebecca will send
you from the Dropbox site where you will
upload your videos. Of course, Rebecca is
available to help you with this process.

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update your record.
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Pastor Writes About Violent Law Enforcement
In the US and Around the World
A Report from the US-Mexico Border

If this crisis has taught us nothing else it is this: at the worst of times, a collective effort is
not only desirable but necessary.
Would you like to respond to this or any other AWS e-blast? Please use the reply button to
send your thoughts to the American Waldensian Society.
This report from the US-Mexico Border was written by the Rev. Randy J. Mayer, a member of the
board of the American Waldensian Society .
My relationship with the Waldensians began about seven years ago when the issues of immigration
surfaced in Europe, and a small delegation of Waldensian leaders came to observe migrant accompaniment projects in the United States. My work as a pastor/activist on the frontlines of immigration on the
US-Mexico border has given me a unique perspective on immigration and the U.S. government's approach to immigrants and law enforcement. While each context is unique, I would like to share my perspectives on the current U.S. situation and make a few connections to the global context. I welcome
the fact that we may not have exactly the same perceptions. I'd just like you to know what I see.

This is where you enter the United5 States at Ambos Nogales
Note the welcome sign and the barbed wire

Over the past couple of weeks people around our country as well as around world have been shocked
to see heavily armed, camouflaged Border Patrol agents wreaking havoc on the streets of Portland and
other U.S. cities. But this is nothing new for people living in communities along the US/Mexico border.
For years we have experienced the violent and excessive actions of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) and their desire to expand their reach as far as they can.
For more than twenty-five years, CBP has hastily swelled its ranks to become the largest law enforcement agency in the United States. While much of CBP's growth came after the 9/11 terrorist attacks,
that growth has accelerated during the past three presidential administrations which have thrown absurd amounts of money at border security with no requirement for accountability or oversight. That
rapid growth combined with the government's refusal to accept that the protections of the Bill of
Rights in the US Constitution do not fully apply in the border region, set the perfect laboratory for extreme security experiments that trample on the human rights and civil liberties of anyone who comes
in contact with it. These experiments have now been exported to other parts of the United States and
across the world.

This wall on the US-Mexico Border was paid for with funds appropriated
for the care of migrants detained by US Customs and Border Protection
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It doesn't take much to uncover the brutal results of CBP's experiment. The reports emerge daily of
their abhorrent work: the callous separation of over 5000 migrant children from their parents at the
border; the thousands of abuse reports from humanitarian groups about the cruel and inhumane treatment of migrants in CBP custody; the constant racial profiling and terrorizing of the Hispanic community and people of color in the borderlands; the misuse of congressionally appropriated funds meant for
the care of migrants in custody that instead has been spent on dog food, dirt bikes and ATVs; the
holding of migrant children as young as 2 or 3 in jail-like facilities; the unchecked violence by U.S. Border Patrol agents that since 2010 has killed at least 111 people along the border. In the borderlands it
is clear that CBP has weaponized itself against migrants, the Hispanic community, and people of color
creating an institutional culture of cruelty and death.
The Black Lives Matter movement has worked tirelessly to call attention to the racially motivated police
violence that has been deeply embedded in the laws, practices, and institutions of the United States
for most of its existence. However, it was the gruesome murder of George Floyd in late May at the
hands of four Minneapolis police officers that brought into focus the connections between police department violence and CBP violence. With protests erupting in 580 cities across the country, the U.S.
Government's response was to send an overly militarized Border Patrol unit, whose trademark is brutality and operating outside the normal systems of oversight and accountability. In a tragic way, it all
begins to make sense: the violent laboratory of CBP in the borderlands is now being dropped on the
rest of the nation.

Mexico is on the left, the US is on the right
As wicked and evil as all this sounds, the brutality of the Customs and Border Protection experiment
does not stop at the United States borders. For the past two decades or more, the United States,
through the U.S. Border Patrol special forces and tactical unit, has been exporting its approach to border control and its violent law enforcement experiment across the globe--from Mexico to Argentina,
Italy, Greece and beyond. In fact, it has deployed Border Patrol agents in over 100 countries to train
law enforcement units on how to duplicate the U.S. style of brutal law enforcement.
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It has also sent resources and technology to like-minded governments as it recruits and coerces partners in creating a wall of repression and cruelty. Customs and Border Protection treats the US border
as its last line of defense, and treats foreign lands as its first line of defense.
If you step back and get a full perspective of this lethal law enforcement strategy you begin to see
that what really is happening is a violent effort to stop poor, desperate, colonized people from the
global south from moving north. It is about stopping the "have nots" from ever being viewed by those
that have hoarded everything, it is about stopping people of color from having a legitimate space in
the so-called free world.

There is resistance to this national and global law enforcement strategy. Across the United States
Black Lives Matter, faith communities, humanitarian, and immigrant rights groups have united as they
take to the streets demanding change. The protests and organizing have rippled across the globe. The
Waldensian Church, with its long history of persecution and passionate commitment to fight injustice,
is at the heart of the resistance movement in Italy and Europe. Their Gospel call and analysis of society pushed them ten years ago to address white privilege and the growing racial, ethnic, and cultural
tensions happening there. In response they created a program called "Being Church Together" that
seeks to integrate the church. When the immigration crisis hit Europe, they jumped in early and created a program called Mediterranean Hope that accompanies migrants. Because they are a church engaged in society, they are aware of the global deployment of violent law enforcement strategies and
are partners in resistance as we disrupt the evil experiment of violent police forces around the world.

The author, the Rev. Randy Mayer, is the lead pastor of the Good Shepherd United Church of Christ in
Sahuarita, Arizona. He and his congregation have been involved in humanitarian work along the US/
Mexico border for more than 20 years. Randy is a member of the board of directors of the American
Waldensian Society.
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting – Via Zoom
June 9, 2020
Present: Connie Aglione, Nancy Bowen, Rick Irvin, Irene Little, Linda Wiebe, Jim Armstrong, Margaret Nagle,
Rebecca McElfresh, Randy Mayer
Meeting was called to order by Connie Aglione at 7:10 P.M.
1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer
2. Minutes of Last Meeting: M ar gar et Nagle
MOTION: The minutes of the May 12, 2020, meeting wer e appr oved.
3. Treasurer’s Report: Rick Ir vin
Gross Income for May was $45,316 and Total Expenses were $29,148 for Net Income of $16,168. YTD
Gross Income was $225,542 and Total Expenses were $181,573 for Net Income of $43,968. This compares favorably to 2019 where Gross Income was $211,293 and Total Expenses were $167,394 for Net
Income of $43,899.
The undesignated cash position of the Church as of May 31, 2020, continues to be good at $189,368. This
total includes $46,924 in undesignated memorials and $36,273 reserved for Long Term Maintenance.
We are currently in the process of setting up a separate checking account for the Samaritans. This will make
tracking their finances clearer and separate from the Church’s General Funds.
4. Facilities: J im Ar mstr ong
Continued weekly monitoring of irrigation system for patio planters. One intervention required after the recent water pipe issue - the irrigation system had been shut off but not turned back on so plants were without water for 3 days. Trees all appear fine but lost a couple sentinel plants.
Troubleshooting of LED lighting in "The Good Shepherd" sign at south end of parking lot/driveway onto La
Cañada – it is working now. Timer was set to come on around 6:45, off around 10 PM.
Replaced doorstop on door from kitchen onto patio with a longer one. Handle/lockset on this door has been
reported not working but problem is intermittent so haven't been able to observe and troubleshoot.
Both Severo and the landscaper have done extra work to keep the property up to date.
5. Sahuarita Food Bank: Ir ene Little
The next meeting will be held on May 29, 2020.
The 40-foot container has been installed. They are waiting on solar panels. This container will be used to
hold additional surplus of food and vegetables.
SFB needs to have a $100,000 irrigation line installed.
Grants and additional support continues to be sought and have been awarded, especially since we are a main
source of food during the COVID-19.
Medical precautions are being maintained.
Drive-by-voter registration will take place June 24, 2020, and they will inform the Administrative Team if
additional assistance is needed.
Continue to work on land lease and update by-laws.
6. Update on Land Lease for SFB/CRC: Rick Ir vin
Attorneys have met and a draft is pending at this time. Hope to have some updated information this week.
7. Updates:
Worship and Music Committee: Randy Mayer and Connie Aglione
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To endeavor to support 2 nd service worship representation, it was recommended that Claire Renoux be
asked to participate as a second chair on the Worship and Music Committee. This decision of an additional committee member will create a great balance.
Jeff Vanderlee, Music Director, will be asked to continue his position for another year, contingent upon
agreement of contract renewal.
Personnel Committee: Connie Aglione
According to the Personnel Committee report that was published in the TGS 2019 Annual Report, recommendations were made to implement personnel guidelines for Employee’s Handbook, job descriptions, employee performance evaluations, etc.
The committee member guidelines are outlined in the report.
Committee will consist of Tom Wilsted as Chairman, Mary Martin, Margaret Nagle, Irene Little, and
Randy Mayer. Tom Wilsted has requested to participate for a one-year to allow continuity of committee.
8. AZ Ballot Initiative – Randy Mayer
A drive-thru petition signing and voting registration will take place on June 19, 2020, at TGS Parking Lot.
Ann Stryker has taken leadership for this event. There are several items on the ballot that are being voted on,
i.e. prison – early release, education, healthcare, marijuana, Pima County – undocumented Immigration
Court, etc. This is a drive-thru event.
Please note that this is not a TGS event.
9. Pastor’s Report: Rebecca McElfr esh and Randy Mayer
Rebecca:
Worship Videos
Sermons
Music Selections
Pastoral Care Calls
Implementing study - spiritual growth about racism
Randy:
Virtual Meetings
Follow-up with SFB regarding irrigation plans
Pastoral Calls
Black Lives Matter participation is challenging due to COVID-19
Sermons
Implementing study – spiritual growth about racism
10. Other:
As of September 2020, Connie Aglione, will pass the baton onto Irene Little as Moderator.
Connie’s guidance and assistance is greatly appreciated by the team.
Discussion concerning time change for Admin Team Meeting during COVID-19. It was agreed upon that our
meeting time would be held at 4:00 P.M.
11. Next Meeting: August 11, 2020, at 4:00 P.M.
12. Closing Prayer: Rebecca McElfr esh
The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretar y
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