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Our Mission Statement: 
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boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.  
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation. 

 
 
 

Common Ground on the Border / Border Issues Fair  

 

January 12 - 16, 2021 
 
 
The good news is that we will be able to have Common Ground on 

the Border / Border Issues Fair this year and it will be offered in the virtual world of Zoom.  We 
are delighted to have Margo Cowan and David Carrasco with us as speakers on Saturday, Janu-
ary, 16th.  We will also have our wonderful concerts on Friday and Saturday nights, with Peter 
D. Ronstadt on Friday night and our faculty and student concert on Saturday night.  We will 
have an opening session on Tuesday, January 12th and classes will run on Wednesday and 
Thursday, January 13 and 14.  We have a great lineup of classes!   
 
You will be able to access information about this event on our own Good Shepherd web page 
(www.thegoodshepherducc.org) beginning December 1st.   You can view all information there 
as well as register for everything you would like to attend right on our web page.  Many thanks 
to Leslie DeGrassi who has been working diligently to get this new registration system on board. 
 
Rebecca   
 

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org


2 

The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 

Minister of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Growth:  

Rev. Rebecca McElfresh 

Director of Faith Formation for Children & Youth:  

Alejandra  Rosas 

CWS Immigration Organizer:  Rev. Noel Andersen 

Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money: 

Nancy Ackley 

Music Director & Coordinators:   Jeff Vanderlee 

Lisa Otey-Van Deurzen  

Diane Otey-Van Deurzen 

Pianist:   Kay Jean Moore      

Custodian:  Severo Rivas 

Administrator:  Amy Dillemuth 

Newsletter Editor:   Mary Chapman 

 

Executive Committee 

Moderator:  Connie Aglione 

Moderator elect:  Irene Little 

Treasurer:  Rick Irvin 

Council Secretary: Margie Nagle 

 

Administrative Area Facilitators 

Facilities:  Jim Armstrong 

Finance:  Nancy Bowen 

Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 

 

Program Area Facilitators 

Welcome and Inclusion Team:    

Intentional Caring Team:  Linda Redfield 

Mission Service and Justice Team:   

Mike Nagle 

Spiritual Growth Team:    Susan Hill 

Newsletter Deadline  
FEBRUARY 2021 ISSUE 

 
THURSDAY,  JAN. 21,  2021 

 
Send items to Mary Chapman at 

mchapman15@cox.net 

From the Minister of Pastoral Care and 

Spiritual Growth 
 
Dear Ones, 
 
We are, indeed, living in unprecedented times.  
The last time our nation experienced such an ex-
tensive pandemic was just over one hundred 
years ago.  For almost all of living today, this is a 
new and trying experience.  We have lost loved 
ones and friends, and we are concerned for those 
who are ill now, and we worry about those who 
are so vulnerable.   
 
One difficulty that we have is coping with the lack 
of control we are feeling during this  time.  While 
it is true that we really have less control than we 
sometimes imagine, we are feeling it more closely 
now.  But there's another truth, opposite of the 
first truth.  At the same time that we acknowledge 
that we have less control than we think we do, we 
can also acknowledge that we do have some con-
trol.  Embracing ambiguities is never easy. 
 
So, let's remember that we have control over our 
choices to care for ourselves and one another and 
we have access to information from experts that 
can guide us in those choices.  Currently, our Pi-
ma County Health Department is asking that all 
those over 65 and / or with underlying medical 
conditions remain at home except for necessary 
trips to pick up medicine and to access medical 
care, and to drive to pick up our groceries using 
curbside pickup.  Trips outdoors for exercise are 
important for us, but masking outside our homes 
is as well whenever we are in conversation with 
others, even at a distance.   
 
Also, for our mental health, let's remember that is 
quite possible that we may be a few months away 
from being able to move about more freely.  We 
can do this.  We can make it through a few more 
months.  Let's remember to contact one another 
via phone or Zoom / FaceTime, Skype etc so that 
we can feel connected to one another.  And re-
member that pastoral care is available when you 
feel you next some extra assistance.   
 
Finally, let's all be thinking about the ways in 
which the pandemic has changed us.  What have 
we been able to let go of that hasn't been serving 
us all that well anyway?  Have we developed any 
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new patterns of living, interests, spiritual practic-
es that we would like to carry into the new year?  
I have heard some of these things from a number 
of you and I wonder how we might envision our 
lives together after we are more free to be togeth-
er.   
 
One thing I am most grateful for is the time we 
have taken to look at the history of racism in our 
country, the role of churches in racist practice, 
and in particular, the impact of the privilege that 
White persons hold in this culture.  Many are dis-
covering privileges they have held that they have-
n't noticed before.  Truly, I do believe that the 
Spirit is leading us and as we go forward, will 
lead us further into this work.   
 
Our next opportunity to experience this study of 
anti-racism will be in February when we hold our 
annual Progressive Theology Seminar when our 
guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Guy Nave, Professor of 
Religion at Luther College in Decorah, IA, will 
speak to us about "Confrontational Faith and Be-
loved Community: Rekindling Hope and Restor-
ing Trust."  I urge you to put this date, February 
20, 2021, on your calendar.  Let's continue to 
grow together in our faith and in our practice of 
creating a just world for all.   
 
Rebecca 

Spanish Classes in 2021? 
 
No, but yes. We will not be offering 
in-person classes at church this 
January and February. However, 
through our decades-long relation-

ship with the Probigua language school in Anti-
gua, Guatemala, one-on-one classes (at your per-
sonal level of Spanish) can be arranged with 
Probigua teachers. The cost is $10 per hour.   
 
An instruction sheet on how to sign up for these 
classes will soon be out on the church website. 
Not only will taking the classes increase your lan-
guage knowledge, but you will be providing work 
to teachers hard hit by lack of international trav-
el to Guatemala. 
 
We anticipate that the program of classes at 
church will resume in  
January 2022.  

Common Ground on the Border 

Virtual Concerts In January 
 

P.D. Ronstadt & Friends Concert 
Friday, January 15th 

 7pm to 9pm 
   
Signup at https://events.eventzilla.net/e/
common-ground-on-the-border-2021-
2138792362 or on the Good Shepherd Website. 
Petie is a fifth generation Ronstadt in Tucson. 
Son of late Michael J Ronstadt, nephew of Linda 
Ronstadt, and great grandson of Federico Jose 
Maria Ronstadt. He paints a musical picture of 
the American Southwest by presenting music 
from the region, music from Mexico, collected fa-
vorites, songs of his father, and new songs that 
draw inspiration from all the elements of his up-
bringing. With a lush tapestry of instruments 
along with unique arrangements, enjoy a moment 
in time while P.D. Ronstadt & Friends take you on 
a musical journey. 
 

 

 

Common Ground on the Border Student and 
Faculty Concert   

Sat. January 16th  7pm to 9pm   
 
Signup at https://events.eventzilla.net/e/
common-ground-on-the-border-2021-
2138792362 or on the Good Shepherd Website. 
Enjoy a variety of performances from our instruc-
tors, students and more.  The blues, country, old 
time, ranchera, mariachi—you name it—it will 
happen. We’ll also enjoy hearing and seeing stu-
dent work from the Common Ground classes. 

https://events.eventzilla.net/e/common-ground-on-the-border-2021-2138792362
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/common-ground-on-the-border-2021-2138792362
https://events.eventzilla.net/e/common-ground-on-the-border-2021-2138792362
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Amigos 
“Amigos” meAns friends….  

 At the Good Shepherd, it means all of you. 

 

From October to May, neighborhood Amigos groups gather once a month for fun and fellow-
ship.  Some groups continue to meet during the summer.  Each Amigos group has a facilitator
(s) who organizes various activities which are of interest to the group such as potlucks, Gas-
light Theater outings, picnics, dinner/lunch at local restaurants, wine tastings and more.   
There are currently 8 Amigos groups. The groups are autonomous but share the same goal of 
giving our church family a way to build stronger supportive  relationships with one another. 
The Amigos groups also provide refreshments for Sunday fellowship coffee hour.  
AMIGOS GROUPS 
General  locations 

 Abrego Amigos (Abrego,E La Canada, to Springs) 

 East Desert Amigos (Quail Creek plus) 

 La Posada 

 Metro South Amigos (S of Continental, W of I 19) 

 Sahuarita Amigos (N of Duval) 

 Tubac, Amado, Rio Rico Amigos 

 West Desert (S of Esperanza, W of La Canada, N of Continental) 

 West Side (W of La Canada, Esperanza to Duval Mine Rd. plus RV resort) 

 

Looking for something to do during 

 Covid Stay Home days ?????  

Need volunteers to help reach out to our Amigos, 

confirm contact information and give virtual hugs..  
Email or call:  Joan Merrill        JBPilotess@aol.com     520-625-8305 
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Sahuarita Food Bank & Community  

Resource Center: What’s been happening? 
 
As we are not able to gather together at The Good 
Shepherd, volunteers at the Sahuarita Food Bank 
& Community Resource Center (SFB-CRC) are 
not able to provide updates to you during our ser-
vices.  
 
Last month, in the December Newsletter, we 
shared a bit about the building plans. It’s begin-
ning to look a lot like there will be a ground-
breaking in January! We’ll keep you up-to-date 
on the specifics. 
 
This month we want to let you know what’s been 
happening with operations at the food bank: 

· Numbers of client visits are double last 

year at this time, with so many more peo-

ple who are food-insecure. 

· We anticipate even more after January 1 

since many government-supported bene-

fits are ending. 

· Volunteers and staff have been tested 

weekly for Covid-19, thanks to the United 

Community Health Center—a nurse and 

technician come over on Tuesdays for rap-

id testing.  

· Because of the great increase in communi-

ty spread, as of December 17, we are not 

using any volunteers during our Thursday 

and Saturday service days. Only the staff 

and the National Guard are serving our 

clients.  

· We will miss our volunteers tremendously, 

but safety is the most important priority! 

 

Very sadly, we just lost a long-time volunteer Lar-
ry Layton to this terrible virus. He will be greatly 
missed. Fortunately, Larry’s wife Peggy, also a 
volunteer, has recovered from Covid. Please keep 
her in your thoughts and prayers. 
 
Thank you for your ongoing support of the SFB-
CRC. We couldn’t do it without you!  
 
We wish each of you a very safe and peaceful 
Christmas. And let’s all hope that 2021 brings in-
creased wellbeing for all of us in our community 
and the world around us. 
 
 
Penny Pestle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Good Shepherd Estate Sales 
 
 
As our Women's Fellowship Board mem-
bers have followed the COVID 19 infections 
we decided it still is not safe for us to host 
estate sales.  We have several requests that 
are graciously hoping to postpone until 
spring.  
 
Hopefully the New Year will bring better 
conditions. We want ensure the safety of 
our volunteers as well as our customers.  
 
Keep us in mind for sales next year and 
spread the word for us. We will keep you 
posted.   
 
We wish you a Merry and Healthy holiday, 
even if it is different than usual.  
 
Nikki Harrison  
ES volunteer coordinator  
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Congratulations on Your  

        Anniversary 
 

 

 

Larry & Bobbi Menefee  01/09 
 

 

    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

Rick Irvin   01/01 

Pam Irvin   01/01 

Janet Caballero  01/01 

Kit Humphries  01/02 

Vern Wing   01/04 

Margie Brewer  01/09 

Lara Harrison  01/10 

Jim Barrett   01/13 

Sandra Yahn   01/15 

Ian Rueb   01/15 

Ron Hays   01/16 

Doug Lisotto   01/19 

John Aglione   01/20 

Gary Geroux   01/22 

Thomas Boyles  01/22 

Jim Oxenford  01/23 

Marilyn Schoonover  01/25 

Sally Culler   01/26 

Marge Saiser   01/26 

Rick Ernst   01/28 

Jim Furber   01/30 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to up-
date your record. 

Stewardship Message 
 

BELOVED, LOVE! 
 
The theme of this year’s stewardship pledge sea-
son is from 1 John 4:7 “Beloved, let us love one 
another, because love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God.” 
 
This year, the strangest and most challenging in 
our lives, we must show our love for each other 
not by being together, but by staying safely dis-
tanced. Many of us have already made the hard 
decisions to cancel visits to or from family and 
friends, counting on technology to give us the 
chance to at least see and hear each other. Tech-
nology goes where we cannot go. 
 
So do our financial gifts! One way to think about 
money is that it is “portable you”. It can reach far-
ther and do more than we could ever do ourselves. 
Our financial gifts continue to carry out ministries 
of justice, compassion, and caring through the 
support of the essential mission of many worthy 
organizations. For ourselves personally, support-
ing The Good Shepherd is a top priority. 
 
The Good Shepherd is a community that under-
stands that LOVE is a verb; that we express our 
love through actions. Indeed, underlying all that 
we do for each other, for the community and for 
the world is God’s love, expressed though our ac-
tions. 
 
In the separateness of this COVID 19, may we all 
recommit to keeping The Good Shepherd strong 
and healthy as we consider our gifts for 2021. 
 
Blessings, 
 
Curt and Nancy Ackley, for the Stewardship Team 
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Gone but Never Forgotten. 

Our own Larry Layton passed away early on the morning of December 10th, at Ban-
ner Hospital in Casa Grande Arizona. Larry and his wife Peggy contracted COVID-19: 
although Peggy’s case was fairly mild, Larry was admitted to the Santa Cruz Valley Re-
gional Hospital and later moved to Banner in Casa Grande. Larry fought to the end, 
got great care from his nurses and was able to talk with Peggy often during his stay. 

Larry and Peggy are long term volunteers with the Sahuarita Food Bank, leading the 
organizing of all the various breads and sweets on Wednesdays. On distribution days, 
Larry’s favorite spot was sitting outside loading each client shopping cart with a great 
selection of meats and telling tall tales to all who would listen. Gentle and funny, Lar-
ry had a story for everyone. A smile with a special glint in his eye, Larry made you 
laugh out loud. Larry will be sorely missed by all of us. 

Larry is survived by Peggy, his wife and two children. 
Larry and Peggy’s address is: 
1440 S. Camino del Sol 
Green Valley, AZ 85622 
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 
Administrative Team Meeting – Via Zoom 

November 10, 2020 – 4:00 P.M. 
 
Present:  Nancy Bowen, Rick Irvin, Irene Little, Mary Martin, Linda Wiebe, Rebecca McElfresh, Jim Armstrong,  
Margaret Nagle, Randy Mayer 
Guests:  Penny Pestle 
 
Meeting was called to order by Irene Little at 4:00 P.M. 

  

1. Opening Prayer:  Rebecca McElfresh 

2. Minutes of October 10, 2020:   

Motion:  The minutes of the October 10, 2020, were approved as presented. 
Vote:  Unanimous 

3. Sahuarita Food Bank (SBC-CRC):  Penny Pestle 

 Our goals for the rest of this year and next: 

o Meet the increased demand for food; in October, we served 5,600 people. 

o We are still aiming to break ground before the end of 2020. 

o Research need for and design the community resource center programs, with some piloted in 2021. 

o Raise $790,000 in the next year.  

 Loan Funding 

o No Cornerstone, as they needed collateral.  

o Projected building costs have increased by another $400,000. 

o Construction costs have soared.  Lumber, as an example. Average house price in Sahuarita was 

$225,000 and is now $275,000. 

o Met Arizona Community Foundation (ACF) local representative at meeting last year. They provide be-

tween $60 million and $80 million in grants and loans across the state.  

o Agree to review our request for a construction and long-term loan.  

o We were highly recommended by the underwriter for $1 million construction and up to $600,000 for 

LT loan. Very complimentary about how we have grown the organization.  

o No concern about ground lease or collateral. They care about cash flow. 

o First review meeting has occurred at ACF, next and final is third week in November.  
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o Hope for loan closing in December. Will share loan documents with you in December meeting (or be-

fore).  

o Approaching the SW Conference Board Thursday afternoon to request that they consider a $50,000 

commitment to our project ($25,000 over each of two years). Will offer to provide guidance/

workshops for other churches as to how to grow a mission such as ours.  

 Permitting 

o First part of December 

o Town planning is overwhelmed, hence the delay. 

 Construction 

o Contracts have been signed with general contractor and kitchen contractor. Every aspect of the pro-

ject had three bids submitted, with the lowest bidder winning.  

o Complication with government dollars. For the $500,000 that comes from HUD—CDBG-CV dollars, we 

must order equipment that can be moved, but anchored, directly from the low bidder to avoid having 

to pay Davis-Bacon wages.  So SFB will be issuing purchase orders and then paying invoices to these 

vendors. For the remaining $152,000, the requirements are a bit looser.  

 Kudos to Dennis, Curt, Jackie, Ann, and Carlos for their devotion to this project. And thanks for your sup-

port.  

 Other 

o Community Report is done; will send to each of you. Curt Keim and Barb Hunt were the moving force 

on this.  Penny will forward each of us an on-line copy of the Community Report. 

 Jim Armstrong asked how long will the project take and Penny stated 10 months to 1 year from the time 
they break ground. 

4. Facilities:  Jim Armstrong 

 The freezer was repaired and was under warranty, so there was no cost! 

 Future planning – (budget planning) will provide this group some information about what it would cost to 
have the parking lots sealed and striped.  An option is to dovetail with SFB-CRC.  It was suggested that 
Dennis be contacted about the parking lot timeline and their considerations.  It was recommended that 
Jim go ahead and secure estimates and bids. 

 Awning training was completed for four people.  Jim will instruct the other facilities team members when 
they meet. 

5. COVID-19 Task Force:   
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 The Pima County Website showed that COVID-19 is spiking in three digit zip codes ending in 14, 22, and 
29.  At the end of September 2020 - 70 new cases and October 2020 – 150 new cases with a rate of in-
crease 115.7% increase combined.  As of November 10, 2020, we are already having 113 new cases in 
this area.  Numbers are heading up and there is also concern about increased hospitalization.  

 Due to COVID-19 increases, we have cancelled our social gatherings.  Movie night was cancelled due to 
high winds. 

 We are exploring the opportunity for a “Drive-By Thanksgiving” experience, with music, communion, re-
ceiving of blessings and donating non-perishable items for the Sahuarita Food Bank.  Everyone will be 
masked and guided to different stations in the parking lot. 

 We are waiting for the COVID numbers to decrease until we move forward with in-person worship.  
Meanwhile the on-line worship services have been very well attended. 

 We are possibly going to provide a “Blue Christmas” for those that are grieving and provide hope during 
this time. People will come and stay in cars. There will be a liturgical luminary sighting and sound over 
speakers.  Maybe have a live tree at the back patio.  Possibly people could decorate the tree at designat-
ed times.   There will be no physical contact.   

6. Updates: Linda Wiebe and Randy  

 The Mission, Service and Justice Committee and Stewardship Committee will report next month. 

 Spiritual Growth and Faith Formation which is led by Susan Hill was unable to attend tonight’s 
meeting for their presentation.  Rebecca stated, in Susan’s absence, that this group is very vital to see 
what needs might be important for the congregation.  The group members have been working faith-
fully to keep these needs in the forefront along with Rebecca and Susan working together to keep 
things in alignment.   

 White privilege study small groups are being led by Ed Hunt, Steven Jacobson, Cynthia Dean and Con-
nie Aglione, with a total of 30 participants. 

  Kiosk update – the new Kiosk has been built and will be painted a bright red or yellow. The umbrella 
will be kept.  It was suggested that Sally Raskaukas be contacted to provide lettering as well. Nancy 
Bowen has also knitted some sheep to give children when they come as guests also. 

Music Program Updates:  Randy  

 The Music and Worship Committee has not met officially.  Randy has been in contact with Dr. Schauer 
from the University of Arizona who recruits for churches.   John Merrill, Bill Krinke, and Clare Renoux 
are members of this committee.  On August 2021 we will have a PHD student and are unclear what 
the fees would be for the year – possibly $15,000 or less.   

 There will need to be a recommendation to the Admin Team.  Protocols for COVID 19 were discussed 
with the University and churches are rehearsing at social distancing in smaller groups and also with 
young people.  The University has reported no COVID 19 cases.    
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7. Treasurer’s Report:  Rick Irvin 

 Gross Income for September was $30,241 and Total Expenses were $32,095 for Net Deficit of ($1,853). 
Included in Income for October is the 2nd half payment from SFB. YTD Gross Income was $383,483 and 
Total Expenses were $336,484 for Net Income of $46,999. In 2019 where Gross Income was $346,809 
and Total Expenses were $313,037 for Net Income of $33,772.  

 The undesignated cash position of the Church as of October 31, 2020, was $189,456. This total of 
$189,456 includes $47,239 in undesignated memorials and $33,922 reserved for Long Term Mainte-
nance. 

 During the month, the recasting of the church’s mortgage with Cornerstone was approved. The loan has 
a 4.5% interest rate for the next 5 years, and the rate will be adjusted every 5 years until maturity in 
2038. We have executed the documents and returned them to Cornerstone. The loan should be in place 
for our December 1, 2020, payment. 

 Rick is currently working on the 2020 budget and will provide amounts to Finance Team next month pro-
jecting in advance maintenance, legal fees and other items.  By the third week of January all bills for cal-
endar year 2020 will be processed and will help to determine the 2021 amounts needed to cover and 
maintain the projected funds.    

8. Pastors’ Reports:   

Randy Mayer: 

 Days are very full with lots of meetings.   

 Elections were very challenging with Pima County and they could have been more helpful.  We got 

through it but was definitely a challenge this year. 

 Middle of staff evaluations, met with three with a member of the Personnel Committee present.  

Those are going very well.  These evaluations contribute greatly to know how we can assist them.  

We held these meetings via Zoom! 

 Pastoral Care has been busy and needs are great especially at this time of the year. 

 Working on ways to connect with people during the holidays, maybe a Thanksgiving dinner via Zoom.   

 Election tension and conflicts have added stress, but we as a church managed it very well as our val-

ues and priorities are focused on at TGS. 

Rebecca McElfresh 

 Spiritual Growth and Progressive Theology Seminar will be held on a weekend in February and we 
are currently seeking a conference leader.  We have obtained a name of a Universal Lutheran who 
writes for the Sojourner and comes highly regarded and will lead us in thinking further about the 
topic of racism in America.   

 White privilege study will be held addressing what privilege we hold as whites.   
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 Worship planning – The Advent season will be entitled “I Believe, Even When”.  This title is based on 
words written on a wall in a concentration camp.  

 We have a devotional that be available to the congregation. 

 Care Team has provided support to people who are in significant need.  There will be most likely a 
group formed to care for people, i.e., cancer, grief, etc. via Zoom.   

 Common Ground on the Border VIII will be held virtually this year.  The website should be available 

in a week or two. 

 Alternative Gift Fair – The Missions, Service and Justice Team has met and has determined what 

charities will be presented for our Alternative Fair this year.  Leslie DeGrassi will be working with the 

committee to provide website design allowing protocols for giving, names of charities and updates 

on any new items.  In order to alert the congregation about the upcoming fair, the committee mem-

bers will present a short two-minute update during the worship service on the charities selected.   

Rick mentioned that a separate e-mail was successful in selling 77 lbs. of coffee.  He suggested that 

this is an avenue for the Alternative Fair.   

 
 

9.  Updates: 

 Stewardship Committee will be reporting next month on avenues used to help people to connect 

with the Annual campaign.    

 Nancy Bowen, Judy Bischoff and Randy are discussing options on how to provide Spanish classes, i.e., 

possibilities of coordinating a program with Guatemala teachers using Zoom technology for our folks 

this year. 

12.  Next Meeting:  December 8, 2020, at 4:00 P.M. 
 
13.  Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 5:32 P.M. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary 
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