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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

Pastor’s Message
After more than a year of being locked down and not having any in-person activities at The Good Shepherd, it was so great to finally be together on Easter Sunday on our beautiful Amistad Patio. It was safe,
we followed all the CDC guidelines—wearing masks, keeping socially distanced, and limiting the number to 50 people per worship service. It really felt like we were climbing out of the tomb and new life
was all around.
Through the month of April we have continued to have two worship services on our back patio and
have boosted our numbers to 75 people at each service. The attendance has been pretty good and everyone seems so happy to just be together and out of our homes.
Since it is getting warmer and the Covid risk factors continue to go down---we feel it is safe to go to one
worship service with 100 people beginning on Sunday, May 2nd at 9:00am. We will continue to worship
outside on our patio until the beginning of June and as always we will continue to follow all the precautions.
We are currently having the Heating and Cooling system in the Sanctuary analyzed and tested to see
how often the air circulates per hour. We hope the professionals will make suggestions on how we can
make our Sanctuary as safe as possible so we return to in-person worship service in our Sanctuary. If
things work out we might be able to move indoors for worship at the beginning of June.
Our main focus at the Good Shepherd is to keep everyone healthy and safe. So we will always follow the
CDC guidelines and be cautious in all that we do. Since things are changing all the time we ask that
everyone keep engaged and read e-mails etc. and expect that changes will be coming our way.
In addition we will have virtual on-line worship opportunities every Sunday and we might even experiment with some mid-week worship services over the summer. Stay tuned.
With you on the Journey,
Randy
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Alejandra Rosas
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Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money:
Nancy Ackley
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Pianist: Kay Jean Moore
Custodian: Severo Rivas
Administrator: Amy Dillemuth
Newsletter Editor: Mary Chapman

Survey
Included in this newsletter, you will find a survey developed by the Spiritual Growth Team that
will assist us as we plan for our programming
needs for the 2021-2022 season. While this survey has been distributed at our in person services during the month of April, we have also included it in the May newsletter for those who are
not able to attend in person. Please fill out the
survey and return it to The Good Shepherd at
17750 S La Canada, Sahuarita, AZ, 85629.

Confirmation Class

Executive Committee
Moderator: Irene Little
Moderator elect: Mary Martin
Treasurer: Rick Irvin
Council Secretary: Margie Nagle

Randy, Rebecca, and Alejandra have been working with six of our youth during this year in
preparation for confirmation. We are most
grateful for these six wonderful young people
and we have found the experience of working
with them to be so joyful. On Pentecost Sunday,
May 23rd, we will celebrate and welcome them
as they confirm their faith. Please join us in celebrating Isaac Buetler, Leslie Maldonado, Caren
Vargas, and Alexys Hill.

Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities: Jim Armstrong
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius
Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team:
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Mike Nagle
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

Newsletter Deadline
JUNE 2021 ISSUE
THURSDAY, MAY 20, 2021
Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net
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Spiritual Growth Team Survey
The Spiritual Growth Team is busy gathering information so that we can plan for our spiritual growth needs for
the 2021-2022 season. Please fill out this form and return it the church when you come to worship, or mail it to
the church at 17750 S. La Canada, Sahuarita, AZ, 85629.
We have focused our spiritual growth efforts this year on understanding racism, and in particular, understanding
what it means to be anti-racist. Many have participated in our late summer / fall book study groups, our study of
the White Privilege curriculum developed by the UCC, the Progressive Theology Seminar where we heard Rev.
Dr. Guy Nave speak about the church's role in building the beloved community. In particular, we heard him say
that our inner work of growing in deep humility alongside building our capacity to tell the truth about who we are
brings us to a much better place as we seek to do our justice work.

Following the recommendation of Parker Palmer who worked with us last year, and following the lead of the National UCC, we will offer an opportunity to study Valerie Kaur's book called See No Stranger: A Memoir and
Manifesto of Revolutionary Love.
Her book offers her personal story and then explores how love is an active, anti-racist way of living. We believe
that this may help us to dig more deeply within for the resources we need to bravely engage in the work of justice
that is so much a part of who we are at The Good Shepherd.
For more details: https://valariekaur.com/revolutionary-love-project/
With all of this in mind, please respond to the following questions:
On a scale of 1-10, with 1 being "not very likely" and 10 being "very likely," please circle the number that indicates your preference.
1. How likely are you to attend a group studying the topic of Revolutionary Love

1
2.

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Please consider these topics / experiences and check those that interest you.
_____ Mindfulness / meditation strategies
_____Yoga or other body related practices
_____Developing spiritual strength for activism
_____Taize worship
_____ Using the creative arts as a spiritual discipline
_____ Exploring my own spiritual autobiography
_____ Theological foundations of our social justice work
_____ How does our theology differ from mostly white / male evangelicalism?
_____Who is / was Jesus? Who is God?
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3.

Please list any other spiritual growth opportunities that interest you that are not
listed in the previous question.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

4.

Of these opportunities, what interests you? Check all that apply.
_____Men's spiritual growth groups
_____Women's spiritual growth groups
_____Spiritual growth groups for multiple genders
_____Retreats
_____Other _____________________________________________________

5.
On a scale of 1-10, please indicate how likely you are to participate in the Adult
in the year ahead with 1 being "not very likely" and 10 being "very likely"
1
6.

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

What topics interest you for Adult Forum presentations? Check all that apply.
_____Immigration

_____ Anti-Racism

_____Ecological Sustainability

_____ Mental Health

_____LGBTQ Advocacy

_____Women's Rights

_____The Arts and Spirituality
_____Other _________________________________________________________
7.

What expertise do you have that you might share in the Adult Forum format?

_____________________________________________________________________
8.

Are you willing to help organize The Adult Forum? _____yes
(Please contact Rebecca if you would like to help)
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no______

Forum

UCC leadership expresses relief, resolve
after jury returns guilty verdict in
by UCC Leadership | published on Apr 20, 2021
All three counts – guilty.
United Church of Christ leaders offer this statement and prayer after 12 jurors convict former police officer Derek Chauvin for the murder of George Floyd.

We share a collective breath of relief in the
moments following the announced guilty verdict on all three counts against the now convicted murderer who recklessly ended the life
of George Floyd.

ment of justice and an assurance that his life
was meaningful and worthy to all of us.
We pray for every Black mother and father
who still have to sit with their children and
warn them of the dangers of being pulled over
by an officer of the law.

There is no joy in this, instead a deep and
profound sense of relief in knowing that a
white police officer who killed a Black citizen
with neither regard for the law nor his responsibility to uphold it will be held accountable.

We call the church to engage in the hard and
necessary work of reforming a police force
still marred with the vestiges of white power,
white privilege, and white supremacy and
whose membership ranks reveal a growing
number of actual white supremacists among
them. Theirs is a noble profession, but we
must all do the work of ensuring that those
who wear the uniform do so without bias and
prejudice, free from the evils of a racial bias
that has ruined or taken the lives of too many
Black and brown people.

This trial and verdict were necessary steps
forward in a long journey towards justice,
steps we have taken over and over again and
which we have way too often failed to complete.
We remember George Floyd is dead and his
family still grieves him. May it be the case
that his life is now remembered as a turning,
the re-birthing of a movement for justice.
May he be remembered as one whose death
caused white Americans to turn their faces
towards the pain and suffering of Black communities that have been the object of white
derision and scorn, a pain and suffering from
which whites have too often and too easily hid
their faces.

There are others to be held accountable for
their actions. We cannot, we will not rest until
justice is an expectation; and until the system
that recruits, trains, and deploys our law enforcement officers does so free from racial bias and hatred.
Let us all breathe deeply. There is a grief to
feel, a pain and suffering to acknowledge, and
a life to commemorate.

We continue to lift in prayer the family and
friends of George Floyd who deserve this mo-

Let us continue to engage in the struggle for
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justice and peace.
Congratulations on Your

Let us commit to our individual and collective
acts of love for all.

Anniversary

And let us rejoice in the power of a God who
offers resurrection hope in the midst of all of
our struggles with death, with evil, and with
injustice.

Tom & Joan Correll
Mitzi Eilts-Welch & Paula Welch-Eilts
Raymond & Nancy Hebert

Faithfully,
— The National Officers of the United
Church of Christ:

Best Wishes for a



The Rev. John C. Dorhauer — General
Minister and President
 The Rev. Traci A. Blackmon — Associate General Minister


05/04
05/08
05/20

Happy Birthday!

The Rev. Karen Georgia Thompson —
Associate General Minister
Carol Christ
Ray Frieders
Irene Little
Ruth Lyngholm
Joan Scovil
David Dethmers
Bette Mulley
Gail Chaffee
Jim Diers
Clyde Clement
Connie Aglione
Bill Spearman
Richard Hill
Jacob Mayer
Marge Kinkead
Darthea Tilley
Noel Andersen
Kathy Babcock

Happy 70th Wedding Anniversary on May 4 to
Tom and Joan Correll! All the kids and spouses
are coming to celebrate them.
LJ Menzel , Daughter

05/01
05/02
05/04
05/04
05/06
05/09
05/10
05/12
05/12
05/15
05/21
05/25
05/26
05/27
05/28
05/28
05/29
05/31

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.
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Construction Proceeds on Time!

We have been working to keep the members and friends of The Good Shepherd informed on the progress of construction of the Sahuarita Food Bank & Community Resource Center’s new 14,300 square
foot building. Particularly important now is providing updates to those of you who are returning to
your summer homes. We encourage those who are braving the Arizona summer to come and peer over
the fence!
Right now all projected activities are on-time. Cross your fingers that this will continue. So far, contractor MW Morrissey has been done a great job holding sub-contractors to the schedule.
The stem walls are in and here is a picture of the slab for the building being poured. This process must
be finished in one day, and our 16 closest neighbors were informed that pouring was to start at 2:00 am
on Thursday 4/23.
We are very honored to have received a very generous capital campaign bequest from the sale of our
member Liz Wright’s home (divided with The Good Shepherd). We will remember her dedicated service to the SFB by naming our visitor registration area in her memory. A profound thanks to Nancy and
Curt Ackley, and the Church’s Administrative Team for facilitating this process.
Other fundraising continues, with Curt Keim, our grant-writer extraordinaire, working tirelessly to
raise as many additional dollars as possible. We would love not to borrow the full amount of the longterm loan from the Arizona Community Foundation.
One final note: since many of our Church volunteers have received all injections, we are slowly bringing
back our volunteers, whom we sorely missed during the surges of Covid-19.
Thanks to everyone for your financial support and your contribution of time and skills.
Penny Pestle
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting – Via Zoom
March 9, 2021
Present: Nancy Bowen, Rick Irvin, Irene Little, Mary Martin, Linda Wiebe, Rebecca McElfresh, Jim Armstrong,
Randy Mayer, Margaret Nagle
Guests: Penny Pestle (SFB-CRC)
Meeting was called to order by Irene Little at 4:01 P.M.

1. Opening Prayer: Randy Mayer
2. Moderator: Irene Little

a. Congratulations to the newly-elected and re-elected members of various committees and teams.
3. Minutes of February 9, 2021
Motion: The minutes of the February 9, 2021 meeting, latest revision distributed, were approved as presented.
Vote: Unanimous
4. SBC/CRC Updates: Penny Pestle
a. Construction update: The construction is proceeding in a timely matter.
b. COVID: Forty-two volunteers are fully inoculated. Fifteen volunteers have returned and are following
COVID protocols.
c. Food Distribution:


Home delivery will begin as of early March 2021 with each of the five volunteers distributing to 10
residents at the Del Coronado Apartments. A survey was done by our partner United Way, and we
were able to identify these homebound seniors who were in need of food.



Wednesday distributions: A total of 173 individuals served on Wednesday, February 24, 2021, and a
total of 159 individuals were served on Wednesday, March 3, 2021.

d. Other Business:


No Community Resource Center classes will be held until the completion of the building. If there is
any change in plans, the Administrative Team will receive a proposal in advance.



The drive-through free tax preparation has gone very smoothly and will continue until April 15. The
two volunteers have been with this project for three tax seasons and love doing it. Thanks to the Pio
Decimo Center (Catholic Community Services) in Tucson for this partnership.

10

e. Updated Business:

SBC-CRC usage of TGS for Wednesday food distribution.


The Administrative Team appreciates Penny Pestle’s follow-up with the Santa Cruz Valley Methodist
Church regarding their facility usage for Wednesday distribution.



The Administrative Team also appreciates all the bi-weekly reports that continue show the expanding need of our community for food and support services.
o Motion: Permission for SBC-CRC to use TGS facilities through September 30, 2021. This motion will be revisited at our August 2021 Administrative Team Meeting.
o Vote: Unanimous



Penny Pestle thanked the Administrative Team for relieving SFB-CRC of the uncertainty.

5. Treasurer’s Report: Rick Irvin
·

·

·

Total Income for February was $72,555 and Total Expenses were $35,407 for Net of $37,440. In 2020
Total Income was $47,986 and Total Expenses were $35,391 for Net Income of $12,595. This large increase is due to over ten households paying their 2021 Pledge in full. YTD, Total Income was $120,296
and Total Expenses were $74,520 for Net Income of $45,775. This compares to 2020 where Total Income
was $97,780, with Total Expenses of $78,096, for Net Income of $19,684.
The undesignated cash position of the Church continues to be strong, and as of February 28, 2021, was
$249,133. This total of $249,133 includes $22,239 in Undesignated Memorials and $61,922 reserved for
Long Term Maintenance.
During January, TGS accepted the gift of the home from the Estate of Liz Wright. The closing is still
scheduled for March 9, 2021.

6. Facilities Report: Jim Armstrong


No active report.



The Facilities Team will prepare the awning for the Easter Services.

7. Mission, Service and Justice Team Report


They are preparing for Earth Day Celebration. Several venues will be used to advertise participatory
events.

8. COVID-19 Task Force


There has not been an established protocol to allow estate sales at this time, but possibly they will be
able to resume in the fall.

9. Music Program: Music and Worship Committee: Randy Mayer


Dr. Schauer, from the University of Arizona, has a couple of potential candidates for our Music Director
position.
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10.Liz Wright’s Estate:



The sale is scheduled to be finalized today, March 9, 2021. The Good Shepherd and Sahuarita Food Bank
will acknowledge/recognize Liz’s contribution in a special way – item tabled for further discussion.



When sale is completed, the check will be deposited into TGS’s account.

11.Pastors’ Reports:
Randy Mayer:
a. There will be several opportunities for the congregation to celebrate Easter!


Drive by for Palm Sunday – pick up palms.



Maundy Thursday Service – on-line.



Good Friday – Stations of the Cross.



Easter Sunday Worship Services – In person and on-line.

b. Carrie Newcomer’s agent has contacted us to participate in her March 28, 2021, concert. There is no
overhead cost for our participation, but we will receive $3.00 for every ticket that is sold. Rick Irvin is
working closely with Carrie’s agent.
c. COVID is a difficult time.
d. Bill Lyons asked us to be mindful that the COVID vaccine carries privilege and to be sensitive to others around us.
Rebecca McElfresh:

a. She has started a Caregivers Support Group. There is already active participation in this group and
others are welcome to join at any time.
b. The Spiritual Growth Team has met, first time since COVID, developing plans for next year and composing a survey that will be sent in the near future to church members.
c. Signup for Easter Services will be available beginning March 15 using Eventbrite.
d. $1.5 Million Southwest Conference Medical Debt Relief Campaign.



The Southwest Conference invites all SWC congregations to join in this campaign that runs from
Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday. For every $1 raised, approximately $100 of medical debt
can be abolished. The official collection will be on Palm Sunday and Easter. The SW Conference
has information on their website.



We will use our weekly and monthly newsletter to announce this special offering to our congregation.

12.New Business:

a. 1.5 Million Southwest Conference Medical Debt Relief Campaign.
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Motion: Notify Southwest Conference Board that TGS will gift upwards to $1,000 towards this Campaign.
Vote: Unanimous
b. Church Governance: Mary Martin


Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws.
o Suggest that we appoint a Governance Sub-Committee to review and revise the Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws.
o Administrative Team supported recommendation. Mary Martin will pursue membership for this
sub-committee.



System of Record Keeping: Mary Martin
o Implement board packet system to make our document management easier. Store permanent
records in a central place.
o Administrative Team recommended that record keeping proposal should be submitted. Mary
Martin is willing to research this information.

c. Southwest Conference meeting will be held on March 23, 2021, at 6:00 P.M. for Moderators, Treasurers,
and Officers.

d. The Southwest Annual Conference will be held April 23-25, 2021. Randy/Rebecca will register all TGS
participants as this is an invited group meeting.
13. Closing Prayer: Rebecca McElfresh

Next Meeting: April 13, 2021 at 4:00 P.M.

Meeting was adjourned at 5:17 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary
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