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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as Godôs witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life 
together.  The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation. 

Greetings,  
 
We keep plugging along this summer as we try 
different things and continue to stay safe at the 
Good Shepherd.  We had a great experience hav-
ing our worship service outdoors on the Amistad 
Patio for a few months.  At the beginning of June, 
just as the heat began to rise in the early morn-
ing, the shade awnings were taken down and 
stored and we successfully moved our worship 
services into our Sanctuary--the service is at 
10:00am.  We continue to wear masks and have 
the chairs spread out so there is adequate dis-
tance to keep to our COVID 19 protocols.  Our 
services have been full so people must be enjoy-
ing being back together.  
   
Throughout the summer we are alternating our 
music and worship style every other week.  A 
number of folks have stepped in and played for 
our more contemporary worship services.  Larry 
Worster and members of his amazing band 
played one Sunday, and Larry accompanied multi
-Instrumentalist Joe Troop for a bluegrass in-
fused worship service.  Pablo Peregrina has 
played his guitar along with David Billman on pi-
ano a couple of Sundays turning many popular 
songs into the sacred setting.  Kay Jean Moore 
and Jeff Vanderlee continue to be our steady mu-
sic leaders for our more traditional worship ser-
vices offering beautiful melodies that ground us 

in our faith.  Jeff has been a phenomenal choral 
conductor at the Good Shepherd for the past four 
years and has shown his versatility by playing and 
singing at our contemporary service a few times 
as well.  In the fall of 2020 he completed his Doc-
torate in Choral Conducting and is actively 
searching for a teaching position---we pray that 
something good will be coming his way.  He will 
be leaving The Good Shepherd later in the sum-
mer, and we look forward to welcoming Deltrina 
Grimes, a U of A Doctoral Student who will be 
our choral conductor for the next year, beginning 
in late August.  We are working on a music direc-
tor for our contemporary service and will have 
that person in place by late August as well.   
   
We have missed the presence of Rev. Rebecca 
McElfresh in our Sunday worship services this 
summer.  As part of Rebeccaôs contract, she con-
tinues to work about 10 to 15 hours a week 
throughout the summer, doing pastoral care and 
spiritual growth work as she works remotely from 
Indiana.   We look forward to her in-person re-
turn in the fall.  We have had Rev. Tina Squire 
step into the pulpit one Sunday this summer.  Ti-
na is a UCC pastor living in Sierra Vista, she 
serves as a hospice chaplain, a pastor of a small 
UCC gathering called ñJourney,ò and she also 
serves as a pastor of The Sky Island Unitarian 
Church.  In early August, we will have Rev. Pedro 
Goycolea preach one Sunday.  Pedro is well 
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known here at the Good Shepherd, he is the hus-
band to Alejandra Rosas our director of Faith 
Formation for Children and Youth.   Pedro is the 
pastor and organizer of a new Disciple of Christ 
project called, Comunidad Limen Christian 
Church.  It is a progressive Open and Affirming, 
Latinx movement that lives both in real life and 
online, doing ministry with the LGBTQ commu-
nity along the US/Mexico borderlands.  It will be 
good to hear Pedro talk about his work and how, 
ñTransformation is happening in liminal spaces.ò   
   
Thatôs a bit of whatôs happening here. We are al-
ways curious as to what you are doing as well. So 
keep in contact with us at the Good Shepherd 
over the summer.  We will keep fine-tuning 
things as we move forward and canôt wait to have 
you along for the journey.  
   
Paz,  
   
Randy  

Strengthen the Church ï ñFrom Scarcity 

to Abundanceò on Pentecost 
 
Many years ago, the Good Shepherd was a recip-
ient of this grant.  During this time of the pan-
demic, your support of $765 on Pentecost will 
enable the UCC to fulfill its commitment by in-
vesting in new ministries and practices that meet 
the emerging needs of local communities.  
 
Thank you, Good Shepherd! 
 
Mission, Service and Justice Team 
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From the Associate Pastor of  

Pastoral Care & Spiritual Growth 

 
It has been a joy to see  pictures from your travels 
this summer on social media. Some of us have 
returned to summer homes, some are visiting 
family in other states, and some are going on new 
adventures like traveling across the country in an 
RV.  It is so good to be able to see where you are 
and what you are doing during this time when we 
are apart.  Some who are not on social media are 
sending emails and I am in contact via phone and 
Zoom.  Please be sure to contact me if you are in 
need of pastoral care or if you just want to check 
in with me.   
 
I am most grateful for the ways we could stay in 
touch during the pandemic.  I know that, for 
many, learning new technologies presented a sig-
nificant challenge but I also observed that we 
learned so much as a result.  Bravo!!  Speaking of 
technology, Randy and I, working with the Admin 
Team, have submitted a grant to The Southwest 
Conference to help us as we seek to improve our 
ability to include those who are not able to be 
with us in worship.  The new term is "hybrid wor-
ship," and through exploring these new technolo-
gies we will be able to improve the experience for 
all.  Stay turned for more details.   
 
Some have asked me about ways to grow deeper 
into our spiritual selves during these more quiet 
summer months.  I have recommended a dive in-
to Valarie Kaur's book called See No Stranger.  
She offers her readers a significant challenge to 
increase our capacity to love, particularly when 
that love is offered to those with whom we differ 
significantly.   
 
There are numerous writers whose blogs you 
might find helpful.  I regularly read Richard 
Rohr's daily meditation post which is found here:   
https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/ 
Here is Valarie Kaur's web page that contains 
many resources: 
https://valariekaur.com/revolutionary-love-
project/ 
Finally, Nadia Bolz Weber can be found here: 
https://nadiabolzweber.com/ 
 

Blessing to each of you as we move through these 
summer months. 
 

Rebecca 

Common Ground on     

the Border 
 
You'll want to mark 
your calendars now for 
our Common Ground 
on the Border Confer-

ence to be held at The Good Shepherd on January 
13-15, 2022.  Assuming continued progress with 
regard to the Covid 19 pandemic, we plan to meet 
in person this year after having met virtually last 
year.  As of now, we plan to open registration for 
full conference participation on August 1, 2021.  
Watch our weekly emails for further updates dur-
ing the month of July.  We have another great 
cast of instructors and speakers and we look for-
ward to welcoming Sparky and Rhonda Rucker as 
our featured musicians.  They will not only pro-
vide our Friday night concert but they will also 
teach two classes.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Announcing October Poz Caf® 
 
TIHAN........we just were assured that The Good 
Shepherd will be co-sponsoring the October POZ 
cafe this year.  A decision hasnôt been made yet if 
it will be in person or continuing with pickup 
meals.  We will still need to accept monetary do-
nations to help acquire care package items and 
food expenses for the lunch.    
 
More information to follow!  
 
Thanks,  
Rex Crouse/Dale Jones  

https://cac.org/category/daily-meditations/
https://valariekaur.com/revolutionary-love-project/
https://valariekaur.com/revolutionary-love-project/
https://nadiabolzweber.com/
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We wish that you could be here to see the progress on the new SFB-CRC building. It promises that we 
are closer than ever in being able to serve more hungry neighbors with food, and assist them in achiev-
ing greater well-being and economic security through the resource center. 
 
It is exciting to see the enthusiasm of those who have donated to the project. as we have started provid-
ing tours. A visit from Pima County authorities who had already approved contracts in the amount of 
$650,000 helped spur provisional approval of addition contract funding for our construction. We were 
honored by a visit from the Sahuarita Town Manager Kelly Udall and Assistant Town Manager Teri 
Bankhead. Seeing the scope of the project led Mr. Udall to propose ways that the Town can continue to 
support our mission to feed the hungry. There is nothing like seeing a project up-close and in-person.  
 
And finally, with the able involvement of Roni Singh, our new director of the Community Resource 
Center, as well as other members of our team, we are building the relationships and collaboration need-
ed to make the CRC a comprehensive hub of services, programs, referrals and coaching. Existing part-
ners like Easter Seals Blake Foundation and Pio Decimo Center are eager to resume their family sup-
port programs. New partners like Valley Assistance Services and Pima Countyôs One-Stop employment 
services will be coming together with our team to design mutually-beneficial programs and services 
that donôt duplicate what is already successful. Other organizations are approaching us to become in-
volved.  
 
Here, for you, the members and friends of the SFB-CRC is a most-recent picture of the building. With-
out the incredible support of The Good Shepherd Church and all of you, we would not have been able to 
move ahead! Thank you. 

 
Call me at 616.340.2938 or email me at ppestle@cox.net with questions, ideas, and interest in volun-
teering or donating.  
 
Penny Pestle 

Hope and Collaboration for the Futureð

the new Sahuarita Food Bank &  

Community Resource Center Building 

mailto:ppestle@cox.net

