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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life 
together.  The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation. 

Revolutionary Love Study Groups Begin 

in November 
 
During these difficult days of political division, 
a global pandemic that has created even greater 
political division, and a time when we have ex-
perienced significant isolation from one anoth-
er, have we not wondered about what it means 
to follow Jesus in the path of love?  What does 
this look like now?  How do we love someone 
who differs from us so significantly?  Even 
more, how do we respond in love when others 
beliefs and actions threaten what we most val-
ue?  How might we more fully love one another 
in this community so that we gain strength for 
the work we wish to do in the world? 
 
Valarie Kaur is one person who might help us 
struggle with these questions.  She will chal-
lenge us, for certain, especially as we look inter-
nally at the ways in which we try to keep our-
selves emotionally safe, protecting our prior 
wounds at all costs.   
 
We will dig into her material in small groups so 
that we can have conversation with one another 
that promotes deep listening and learning 
about and from one another.  Groups meetings 
are spaced at two week intervals so that partici-
pants have enough time to practice what we 
have learned the previous week.   
 
You'll need a copy of Valerie Kaur's book, See 
No Stranger:  A Memoir and Manifesto of Rev-

olutionary Love and a journal.   Registration is 
located at:  https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
revolutionary-love-study-groups-tickets-
178119770027 
 

 

From the Pastor... 
 

As we move into October it feels like we are slowly 
moving the church back into service and ac-
tion.  It will be good to see everyone back in wor-
ship on Sunday, October 3rd 9:00am and 
10:30am, as we hold our services on the back pa-
tio enjoying the beautiful Fall weather of Arizona. 
 
I am really looking forward to re-connecting with 
folks and re-igniting the energy and enthusiasm 
for life and mission that has always been at the 
heart of the Good Shepherd.  I would like to hold 
one on one sessions with individuals and couples 
or even small groups over the next few months 
just to check-in and see how folks are doing and 
hear of their dreams.  I will be calling people to 
make these possible---but if you would like to set-
up one of these meetings---give me a call at 520-
401-5048 or send me an email  at 
bienshphrd@aol.com.  And to be safe we can 
meet outside, with masks, and social dis-
tance.  The main thing is that we are re-
connecting---I look forward to the conversations. 
 
With you on the Journey, 
  
Randy 

 

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/revolutionary-love-study-groups-tickets-178119770027
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/revolutionary-love-study-groups-tickets-178119770027
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/revolutionary-love-study-groups-tickets-178119770027
mailto:bienshphrd@aol.com
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The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 

Minister of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Growth:  

Rev. Rebecca McElfresh 

Director of Faith Formation for Children & Youth:  

Alejandra  Rosas 

CWS Immigration Organizer:  Rev. Noel Andersen 

Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money: 
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Music Director:   Deltrina  Grimes 

Music Director of the Band:  Larry Worster 

Pianist:   Kay Jean Moore      

Custodian:  Severo Rivas 
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Executive Committee 

Moderator:  Irene Little 

Moderator elect:  Mary Martin 

Treasurer:  Rick Irvin 

Council Secretary: Margie Nagle 

 

Administrative Area Facilitators 

Facilities:  Jim Armstrong 

Finance:  Nancy Bowen 

Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 

 

Program Area Facilitators 

Welcome and Inclusion Team:    

Intentional Caring Team:  Linda Redfield 

Mission Service and Justice Team:   

Mike Nagle 

Spiritual Growth Team:    Susan Hill 

Newsletter Deadline  
NOVEMBER 2021 ISSUE 

 
THURSDAY,  October 18, 2021 

 
Send items to Mary Chapman at 

mchapman15@cox.net 

From your Nominations Team 
 

Trust your summer has been a good one and that 
you are about ready to roll up your sleeves to be 
again a part of our church's efforts to continue 
being a 'shining light' in the Santa Cruz Val-
ley.  So, how can you help?  Well, like as with any 
well-run organization, it takes dedicated people 
to get the job done.  And this can be a particular 
challenge for any volunteer outfit.   
 
Collectively, what we get out of this is what we're 
all willing to put into it.  For this coming season, 
opportunities to serve abound!  In addition to our 
outreach efforts; e.g., the Mission Service and 
Justice Team, our church needs folks interested 
in supporting the spiritual and community needs 
of our congregation; e.g., the Welcome and Inclu-
sion Team, plus the many more 'mundane' efforts 
characteristic of any well-run organization, such 
as Facilities, Finance, Personnel, Stewardship, 
and, yes, even Nominations.   
 
So, please, as we start to ramp up our recruitment 
efforts, please give thought as to how YOU can 
serve YOUR church this coming year.   
See you soon,   
 
Hathaway Cornelius, Facilitator, Nominations  

Help Wanted (And Needed!) 
 

As we return to in-person, outdoor worship this 
month, we invite you to consider helping in one 
of several ways.  First, we are in need of those 
who can be worship leaders.  This entails reading 
the Opening Prayer, the Call to Worship, and the 
Scripture Reading.  We need one person per ser-
vice each week for this role. 
 

We need three ushers per service each week as 
well.  Ushers help with the taking of tempera-
tures and checking off names when people arrive.  
We keep a list of those attending so that we have 
contact tracing information should it be needed.   
 

If you are able to help , please use this link to 
sign up: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/20f0b4aa8aa2aaaf94-worship1 
 

Finally, if you are attending the second service, 
you can help by assisting with the stacking of 
chairs at the end of the service.  
 

Thank you for considering helping in one of these 
ways.   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4aa8aa2aaaf94-worship1
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0b4aa8aa2aaaf94-worship1
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Javarita Coffeehouse Concert Series  
 
The Javarita Coffeehouse Concert Series was established 21 years ago and truly is the best kept secret 
and bargain in the Santa Cruz Valley.  After being on hiatus for a year due to Covid, we are starting with 
just three concerts—and will be adding more as we move forward.  The Concerts will be held outdoors 
when possible and indoors if needed---masks and social distancing are required.    Tickets can be pur-
chased on the night of the concert for $10 to $20.  This is an all-volunteer organization and a ministry of 
The Good Shepherd UCC dedicated to supporting and enjoying live roots, acoustic music.  Questions?  
Contact Randy Mayer at 520-625-1375.   

 

Nov. 12th  7:00pm  Ted Ramirez  
Ted is a captivating performer and Tucson’s Official Troubadour.  He plays 
original music, classic Mexican folk songs, and American Folk ballads. His 
music is a celebration of the Southwest culture.   Tix $10 

 

 

Dec. 10th  7:00pm   Larry Worster and Friends 
 
Larry will combine forces with his growing circle of friends in Green Valley for a 
night of folk, rock, blues, and even a little country music in the best spirit of com-
munity collaboration!  Tix  $10 
   
 
 
 

Jan. 14, 7:00pm  Sparky and Rhonda Rucker 
 
They are seasoned performers that are sure to deliver an uplifting 
presentation of toe-tapping music spiced with humor, history, 
and tall tales. Their music includes a variety of old-time blues, 
slave songs, Appalachian music, spirituals, ballads, work songs, 
Civil War music, railroad songs, and a few of their own original 
compositions. www.sparkyandrhonda.com   Tix $20 
 

February 11th, 7:00pm TBD 

 

March 11th, 7:00pm   TBD 

 

April 22nd    7:00pm Lisa and Diane    

The dynamic duo will be returning to Arizona on a Concert 
Tour.  They are well loved performers that present a perfect 
blend of hot jazz, sultry blues and cabaret.  Otey's piano and 
vocals are hot and steamy. Van Deurzen sings sweetly. 
www.dianevandeurzen.com, www.lisaotey.com Tix $10 
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Congratulations on Your  

        Anniversary 

 

 
Doug & Patty Lisotto  10/04 
 
Heidi & Gary Geroux  10/09 
 
Sam & Sage Dyer   10/10 
 
John & Penny Pestle  10/11 
 
Cynthia & Peter Dean  10/16 
 
Ray & Kelly Frieders  10/17 
 
Melinda Louise & Linda Jehle 10/22 
 
Carol Wood & Carol Dixon  10/24 
 
 

 

    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Kendra Kuehn   10/03 

Delle McCormick   10/04 

Rex Crouse    10/06  

Dick Degen    10/10 

Leslie DeGrassi   10/12 

Carolyn Hubbard   10/13   

Mitzi Eilts-Welch   10/13 

Judy Jahnke    10/13 

Marilyn Ehrhardt   10/15 

Karen Kressley   10/16 

Bill McCormick   10/17 

Mary Chapman   10/20 

Barb Eyre    10/20 

Doodee Backstrom   10/27 

Yong Rueb    10/28 

Georgette Valle   10/31 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to update 
your record. 

 

Good Shepherd Estate 

Sales to Resume in  

October 
 

Good Shepherd Estate Sales 
is finally starting up again! 
Having not held any since COVID began we’re 
feeling comfortable to schedule sales with precau-
tions in place.  
 

Our first will be held October 20th & 21st at 610 
N. Tunitcha, 8-noon, take Desert Bell to Arististi-
ca, turn west to Tunitcha. This is the home of our 
own, Bev Travers, so come support Bev. 
 

We appreciate your support in telling friends and 
family about our sales. 70% of the sales go to the 
owner. 30% goes to the church and various local 
charities. We hope to fill our calendar with sale 
Anyone wanting to be a volunteer please let me 
know at Nikkiharrison45@gmail.com     
They’re lots of fun. See you there! 
 

Nikki Harrison 

mailto:Nikkiharrison45@gmail.com
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October Poz Café 
 
October is the month The Good Shepherd co-
sponsors the POZ Cafe luncheon at TIHAN.  The 
luncheons are still being provided to care part-
ners —-but “to-go” only.  Part of our responsibil-
ity as a cosponsor is to share in providing toiletry 
items and funds to cover the costs of lunch.  
 
Since we will not be meeting on a regular basis to 
gather items, we will be collecting monetary do-
nations to cover the costs of purchasing all sup-
plies.  Please send monetary donations to the 
church via check with the word “TIHAN” on the 
memo line.  Last year we needed to raise $600, 
which we exceeded and saved a starter for this 
year!  We will need the same amount this year.    
 
Thanks for your generosity toward this very 
worthwhile cause and organization.   
 
Dale Jones/Rex Crouse  
The Good Shepherd liaisons to TIHAN  

Common Ground on the Border 

January 13-15, 2022 

 
Save these dates on your calendar for Common 
Ground on the Border 2022:  January 13-15.  Reg-
istration for those wishing to attend the full con-
ference is open now at 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/159901153655   If 
you wish to attend only part of the conference, 
you'll be able to register beginning November 1st.   
 
We are looking forward to our featured musi-
cians, Sparky and Rhonda Rucker.  We have en-
joyed their music and story telling at the Java Rita 
Coffeehouse and we are delighted to have them 
return.  They will also be teaching a class called, 
"Following the North Star: Slavery and the Un-
derground Railroad" and Rhonda will also be 
teaching a class called, "Whooping and Wailing," 
a course for beginners on blues harmonica.   
 
See all the details at commongroundonthebor-
der.wordpress.com 

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/159901153655
http://commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com
http://commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com
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The new building construction for the SFB-CRC has made amazing progress, despite the challenges of 
the last two years: 
 

o The building “footprint” more than doubled from 2017 to 2021, as we continued to grow and 

grow 

 
o A pandemic happened, and all focus was on supporting those who were hungry  

 

o We were not able to raise capital dollars during the height of the pandemic 

 
o Construction costs doubled, as construction materials exploded in price, particularly lumber, 

steel, and aluminum 

 
o The supply chain has slowed dramatically. 

 
And yet, our acutely needed new facility will be completed by the end of February, just over a year from 
breaking ground!  And yet, our acutely needed new facility will be completed by the end of February, 
just over a year from breaking ground! And we have only $539,000 to raise to meet our $4.3 million 
goal.  
 
None of this would be happening without very long-term support from The Good Shepherd congrega-
tion and friends and your financial support. The dedication and competence of Dennis St. John—a long
-time member of the Church and our pro-bono project manager—along with our excellent contractor 
MW Morrissey have been essential to our progress. Jackie Smith and Curt Keim, our board officers, 
and executive director Carlos Valles have been deeply involved in every stage of the design and con-
struction, with frequent meetings and consultations. Both Mary Martin, the incoming moderator, and 
treasurer Rick Irvin have been involved from the Church’s perspective, along with Irene Little and 
Randy, of course! 
 
If you are curious to see what’s inside the completed walls, we will hold a preview for church members, 
funders, funders-to-be, and volunteers on November 9 at 4:00 pm, with small group tours and refresh-
ments. Stay tuned for more information. 
 
Please note: There is a 1:1 match from a couple in the community who have challenged Church and 
Community members to match their $20,000 commitment. Send a check to the Sahuarita Food Bank 
at 17750 S. La Cañada; Sahuarita, AZ  85629 with a note that you are matching their generosity. We will 
appreciate it! 

Beating the Odds 
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Questions? Comments? Don’t hesitate to email me at ppestle@cox.net. And blessings to all.  
 
Penny Pestle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                     THE WEST WALL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WELCOMING MAIN ENTRANCE      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE RAMP TO THE FRONT ENTRANCE  
IN PROCESS  
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ 

Administrative Team Meeting – Via Zoom 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021 

AGENDA 

Present:  Jim Armstrong, Nancy Bowen, Rick Irvin, Irene Little, Mary Martin, Randy Mayer, Margaret Nagle, 
Linda Wiebe 

Absent:  Rebecca McElfresh 

Guest:  Curt Keim (SFB-CRC) 

Meeting was called to order by Irene Little at 4:00 P.M. 

1. Opening Prayer:  Randy Mayer 

2. Minutes of June 8, 2021  

Motion:  The minutes of the June 8, 2021, were approved. 

Vote:  Unanimous 

3. SFB-CRC Update:  Curt Keim  

 Operations: Our client numbers represent growth over 2019, with 2020 representing a temporary 
bulge in numbers because of the economic blows to local families from COVID-19. Our clients have been 
informed with required notice that the Wednesday food distribution by appointment is moving to the 
Santa Cruz Valley United Methodist Church as of October 6, 2021. It will remain there until we are in the 
new building.  

 Capital: The increased costs of construction and construction delays are having an impact on com-
pleting the Nourishing our Community Capital Campaign. We continue to be grateful for the support of 
TGS congregation, as nearly all have completed their campaign pledges and a number have contributed 
additional amounts. Our first draw on the construction loan will be needed by mid-September and is in 
process. Thanks to you, Rick, for your help.  

 Volunteers: A growing complement of returning volunteers and wonderful new volunteers are joining 
for distribution days. Our greatest need is for strong persons to help carry heavy items, particularly since 
the National Guard soldiers will have their last day on September 2, 2021. But in addition, as we plan for 
our opening, we need volunteers for reception, data entry, CRC participant coaching, and some instruc-
tors. If you know of someone who would be a volunteer manager, we would be very grateful. This is a 
key volunteer position.  

 Projected Opening Date: Opening has been delayed to the third week of February 2022, thus pre-
senting additional challenges for TGS and SFB-CRC.  By the beginning of January, we are planning to be 
out of the Redman Room and TGS completely. We will store food in the new building once we receive 
our Temporary Certificate of Occupancy -- a projected date of November 29, 2021, and a permanent 
Certificate of Occupancy on January 21, 2022. We will need to pull food out of the warehouse during 
market days and set up outdoors, with distribution at car side. We will plan on being closed the week of 
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Common Ground on the Border. Parking might be a premium that week so it might be chaotic for every-
one. We will still have our off-site appointment distribution on Wednesday at SCVUMC.  

 Additional Discussions by Admin Team: 

SFB-CRC requests: 

 Redman Room for usage on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday.  Backpack usage on Wednesday only. 

 Kitchen usage on Thursday and Saturday. 

 Breezeway usage on Thursday and Saturday for registration and food distribution. 

 Library usage for office space for registration and bookkeeper on Tuesday, Thursday and Friday. 

4. Treasurer’s Report:  Rick Irvin 

 June and July 2021 were normal summer months with a net deficit of $3,850. YTD Income is virtually the 
same as 2020 and our net through July 2021 was $58,000 compared to $57,792 through July 2020.  

 The undesignated cash position of the Church is very strong and stood at $406,262 on July 31, 2021.  

 Currently the church has $333,188 in the savings account with Wells Fargo which is earning .1% interest. 
In reviewing our options,  we have determined the best use of this funds is first to pay off the mortgage 
which has a balance of approximately $168,000 and has an interest rate of 4.5% This would pay off the 
loan 17 years early and save about $70,000 in interest if we made payments until maturity in 2038. Also, 
we would not have $14,000 in mortgage payments annually going forward and that will leave about 
$165,000.  We are comfortable with a cushion of $50,000 in the savings account in addition to what we 
carry in our checking account. This leaves $115,000 to invest.  We recommend purchase of a term note 
from Cornerstone Fund with a 1 to 2 year maturity.  

Motion:  Treasurer to pay off the mortgage in an expeditious manner.  

Vote:  Unanimous 

 During the summer, we received a generous bequest of $100,000 from the estate of Ermaline Hannum. 

 Finance decided to delay allocating of additional savings funds until the September meeting. 

 Mary Martin would like consideration of some of the savings account funds to be added to endowment 
funds. 

5. Facilities Report:  Jim Armstrong 
 Admin Team develop/provide a written document of timeline/expectation derived from our lease agree-

ment with SFB-CRC. 

 Review list of repairs that SFB-CRC will be responsible in advance of their final usage of TGS buildings. 

 Compile a list of events scheduled for TGS.  Jim will contact the MSJ Team, Randy and Amy will compile a 

list of events that will take place from the end of November 2021 through February 2022. Rick has volun-

teered to assist in this project. 
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 Patio irrigation system has some lines blocked or no pressure.  Full replacement will be costly. Irene will 

talk to Steve Little to follow through on the irrigation system.     

6. Technology Grant Update:  Rebecca McElfresh 
· We received the grant money.  An internet company is coming tomorrow to present a proposed plan for 

updating our technology.   
7. Music Program Update:  

 Deltrina Grimes has been hired to replace Jeff Vanderlee as choral conductor, when he leaves later this 

summer.  She is a doctoral student in Choral Studies at University of Arizona. 

 Larry Worster has been hired as our musician for the Contemporary worship service. 

8. Pastors’ Reports: 

Randy Mayer:  

 Our COVID numbers in Pima County have spiked in the last three or four days and it is happening world-

wide.  People that have been vaccinated are also becoming ill.  The update that the Delta strain is more 

powerful.  

 The COVID-19 Task Force is recommending we hold one more in-person worship and go to on-line for a 

couple of Sundays and monitor the outcomes.  We must look out for the safety of our congregation.  We 

need to step back and really be serious for a while, as hospital beds are filling up!   

 NOTE:  The Admin Team supports the COVID-19 Task Force in their decisions.   

 Rebecca is unable to be with us as she is presently on sick leave.   

 Great news from Rebecca:  Common Ground on the Border is up on the Web! 

9. New Business: 

 Close monitoring of SFB-CRC and TGS scheduling events will remain a high priority in the months ahead. 

 Boy Scouts – risk management recommendation.  Dennis St. John, Randy and Mary will work on formal-

izing a policy summary.  

10. Closing Prayer:  Randy Mayer 

Next Meeting:  September 14, 2021, at 4:00 P.M. 

Meeting was adjourned at 5:15 P.M. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary 

 


