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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life
together. The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

Message from the Pastor
Greetings,
Over the past month we have taken a big technological leap at the Good Shepherd. We have
updated our internet capabilities throughout
the campus so people can sign on to a strong
signal just about anywhere on our campus. We
have also been updating our cameras, computers and streaming capabilities to broadcast our
worship services on our Facebook and
Webpage. So be sure and check out the progress when you have a minute on line.
This has all been made possible by a Technology Grant of $5000 that the Good Shepherd received from the Southwest Conference UCC as
well as pulling as small amount from our undesignated memorial funds. We thank Rebecca
McElfresh for writing the grant, Mike from PC
Solutions for updating the internet, David Overturf for getting the camera and computer setup,
Jim Armstrong for getting trained to help run
the new system, and Rick Irvin for his years of
service running the old camera. We are looking
for a couple of volunteers that are not afraid of
technology that would be interested in learning
to run the new system. Let me know.
With you on the Journey,
Randy

Larry Worster to take over leading the
11:00am Worship Band
Churches across the country are finding it harder
and harder to find good musicians. The Good
Shepherd was fortunate to have Larry Worster
sitting in the wings, quietly playing the electric
bass in the band, when Lisa and Diane announced that they would be moving to Michigan.
Larry comes to us with over 50 years of music experience playing all types of music from country,
jazz, bluegrass, rock and Irish. As a tenured music professor at the Metropolitan State University
of Denver for twenty-five years he had slowly gotten away from playing his instruments as he
threw himself fully into teaching. When he and
Leslie retired in Green Valley eight years ago he
knew he either needed to return to playing instruments or he would never play again. He dove
in from the beginning playing with the Silver City
Jam band and forming his own band, Hardscrabble Road. As word got around that a fine musician was in town, he eventually founded the very
popular Green Valley’s Got Talent that features
local performers, now in its 6th season.
Larry sees this position as Music Director of the
Contemporary service as one of the more difficult
challenges of his life, mainly because choosing
music and playing in this setting is so special. He
believes that people come to worship searching
for meaning and hope and that music can play a
critical role in creating that for them.
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Revolutionary Love Study Groups
Study groups for Valarie Kaur's book called See
No Stranger begin on November 2nd. Those
who have signed up to participate should bring a
copy of the book, a journal and a pen to our first
meeting as well as a mask. We'll meet in a large
group on the patio beginning at 1:30 and will
then divide into our smaller groups. Because of
the nature of the discussions we will be having,
we will not be able to add people to these groups
once they have started. If you desire to participate, but won't be in Green Valley by the time
these groups start, please let Rebecca know. She
will be starting a list of people who wish to start a
group later in the year.
Help Wanted and Needed
At The Good Shepherd, we have 2 wonderful
teams of folks who provide care for those who are
experiencing some of life's difficulties. Our Care
Team meets monthly to update one another on
those who might benefit from receiving phone
calls and cards. We often hear how much these
kindnesses mean to those who receive them. Our
Stephen Ministers have trained to be companions
to those who have longer term needs and, in particular, the need to have a caring person listen.
We have another, more short-term need that arises from time to time and that is the need to assist
one another with meals following surgery or
acute illness. However, coverage for that need
has been dependent on word-of-mouth communication with friends and neighbors or communication with leaders of Amigos groups. Assistance
coming through these ways has been so helpful,
but, sometimes, without a more systematic way of
addressing these needs, some people who need
help don't receive it.
For this reason, we would like to find someone
who is willing to help coordinate this process. It
would mean activating an online software called
"Mealtrain" when a need is identified. The software is simple and easy to use. Rebecca has used
it and will be able to train this coordinator. When
the pastors become aware of a need, they will
contact the coordinator who would then set up
the Mealtrain sign up. Through our weekly
emails and Sunday announcements, we will be
2 able to let the congregation know that meals are

We are thrilled to welcome Sparky and Rhonda
Rucker as our musicians in residence this year.
They will be teaching a class called "Follow the
North Star: Stories of the Underground Railroad.
Rhonda will be teaching a beginner's harmonica
class and they will both be providing our Friday
night concert. Sparky and Rhonda have been
with us at the Javarita Coffeehouse in the past
and their time with us was most memorable.

needed. Please contact Rebecca if you are willing
to take on this service of helping those in need.

First Javarita Coffeehouse Concert
Featuring---Ted Ramirez
November 12th, 7:00pm

See all the details at commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com
Many thanks to Leslie DeGrassi who updated our
web page this year.
Inquirers Class
There have been a number of new folks that have
been attending the Good Shepherd that have
asked about membership. An Inquirer's Class will
be held on Sunday, November 14th between worship services (around 10:00am) in classrooms 4
and 5. We will receive new members during both
worship service on November 21st. If you have
any questions you can contact Rev. Mayer at the
Church Office.

The Javarita Coffeehouse Concert Series was
established 21 years ago and truly is the best
kept secret and bargain in the Santa Cruz Valley. After being on hiatus for a year due to
Covid, we will be starting again. The Concerts
will be held outdoors when possible and indoors if needed---masks and social distancing
are required. Questions? Contact Randy
Mayer at 520-625-1375.

Got Storage?

Common Ground on the Border

URGENT HELP NEEDED: The Women’s Fellowship is busy hosting estate sales and several
are for church members. Ordinarily items that
are left at the end of the sale are donated to a
nonprofit of the owner’s choice. Our church
members would prefer to donate to the Men’s Patio Sale held in early spring. However, storage is
a problem.

January 13-15, 2022
Registration for Common Ground on the Border
has been open for those who wish to participate
in the full conference. On Nov. 1st, registration
will open for those who wish to participate on a
part-time basis. Please be sure to notice that
there are two "buttons" on the registration page.
One is for full-time registration and one is for
part-time registration. Full time registration includes 2 classes, a field trip, Friday and Saturday
night concerts as well as the Saturday border lectures. It also includes dinner on Friday and Saturday nights and lunch on Saturday. Part-time
participants may select any of these choices with
the exception of the field trips and the meals.
They are available only for full-time participants.

We are asking if anyone either has or knows of
someone who has space in their garage for some
items or maybe knows of someone not coming
back and has an empty garage. Any ideas are
welcome.
We have a big sale this week so if anyone knows
of space by the end of this week or any time
please contact Tom Buinicky at 603-477-1370.
Thank you!
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Meet Thomas Smith, UCC’s Newest Partner in Service

Thomas Smith, giving a sermon at Columbia Theological Seminary during his Senior Chapel Week.
Thomas Smith was teaching English as a Second Language as a Global Ministries Intern in South Korea when a
family emergency called him back to Georgia, in May. His father had died, and his mother needed help moving
into a different house.
As the family situation stabilized, Smith began exploring his next calling.
He has found it. On November 1, he will become the United Church of Christ’s newest Partner in Service volunteer, serving in Sahuarita, Ariz., with The Good Shepherd UCC’s U.S.-Mexico border ministries.
Smith’s new, one-year, full-time assignment will be with
migrants in desperate need, said Good Shepherd’s lead
pastor, the Rev. Randy Mayer.
The church’s Green Valley-Sahuarita Samaritans ministry
works to “save lives and relieve suffering in the Arizona
borderlands.” The ministry places food and water in the
desert for migrants, searches the desert for migrants in distress, and helps operate shelters on both sides of the border.
Smith shared his excitement to work with a ministry that is
“literally saving lives.” He will be involved in all aspects
of the ministry, including teaching English at least once a
week in a Nogales, Mexico, shelter for asylum seekers,
Mayer said. He’ll also be engaged in Good Shepherd’s
worship life and youth ministry.
Water in the desert. Photo courtesy
Green Valley-Sahuarita Samaritans

“He’ll bring energy, and support we really need,” the pastor said.
“We have lots of volunteers but it will be good to have someone
with focus, and also to have a UCC presence on the Mexican side.”
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Smith, 33, grew up United Methodist in Atlanta. He became a member of the Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) nine years ago. His home congregation is Cherry Log (Ga.) Christian Church.
He graduated Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga., in 2018, and deployed to South Korea in 2019.
“I had a great experience in Korea,” Smith said. He served with the
Presbyterian Church in the Republic of Korea, teaching four English as a Second Language classes and helping with translation and
subtitling.
Smith becomes a UCC Partner in Service as that ministry resumes,
carefully, with clear COVID-19 safety protocols.
“With vaccination protocols in place, volunteer sites are cautiously
and carefully beginning to receive individual volunteers,” said the
Rev. Elena Larssen, UCC Minister for Volunteer Engagement.
“Soon, popular sites like Back Bay Mission will also be able to receive mission trip groups,” Larssen said. “Volunteering on a national scale is waking up. And, of course, many congregations have
valiantly continued or even started new ministries to ease the suffering of their communities – ministries that run on the love and
generosity of volunteers.”
The UCC’s Partners in Service program coordinates a volunteer, a
nonprofit site of service, and the National Setting as a three-part
engagement in service. The three parties share expenses related to
volunteer placements, and meet together on a regular basis.

Thomas Smith in his classroom in South
Korea. Photo courtesy Thomas Smith

The program increases the service capacity of the partner host organizations, providing leadership development and the opportunity
for volunteers to use gifts and skills.

Partners in Service is a program of UCC Volunteer Ministries, which in turn is part of UCC Wider Church Ministries’ Global H.O.P.E. team.
Global H.O.P.E. also includes Refugee and Migration, Disaster and Sustainable Development ministries. The acronym “H.O.P.E.” makes clear the team’s vision: Humanitarian. Opportunities. Progress. Empowerment.
Larssen’s Global H.O.P.E. colleague the Rev. Irene Hassan, Minister for Refugee and Migration Ministries, commented, “We are inspired by Thomas’s dedication to learning and serving alongside our asylum seeking neighbors at the Southern border.
“Our hope,” she said, “is that his tenure as a Partner in Service will inspire other young adults across our denomination to imagine developing their sense of purpose and spiritual direction through engaging with migration ministries.”
Mayer commented that Partners in Service “really is a great model to connect the local mission site to the national church and to involve individuals in work that’s both national and local. He added that his call to ordained ministry “definitely” came through his several years serving as a UCC volunteer in the 1980s and 1990s.
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The Christmas Collection
Fourth Sunday of Advent - December 19, 2021
The Christmas Fund has been caring for active and retired
clergy and lay employees of the United Church of Christ for
over 100 years, providing emergency grants, supplementation
of small annuities and health premiums, and Christmas
“Thank You” gift checks each December to our lowerincome retirees.

Good news …

Great joy …
All the people …



Donate by making your check out to:
The Good Shepherd UCC
With “The Christmas Fund” in the memo
Mail to: The Good Shepherd UCC 17750 S La Cañada Drive Sahuarita, AZ 85629
OR



Donate directly and securely: https://support.ucc.org/donate-now#

Please select The Christmas Fund on drop down menu and fill out the UCC Affiliation on the following page. We are the Southwest Conference.


As always, if we are meeting in person, you may drop your check in the collection basket.

This year, your care and compassion will be especially appreciated by those servants of the church who
are facing a time of need.
The Mission, Service and Justice Team
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Best Wishes for a

Congratulations on Your

Happy Birthday!

Anniversary

Marilyn Townley

11/01

Connie & John Aglione

11/06

Paul Chaffee

11/06

Rick & Joan Ernst

11/19

Jan Diers

11/06

Donn & Ruthanna Higley

11/26

Kelly Frieders

11/07

Paul & Gail Chaffee

11/28

Kay Kennard

11/08

Anita Landess

11/08

Sam McElwaine

11/09

Clare Renoux

11/12

Bill Cochran

11/16

Bill Kinkead

11/18

Ruthanna Higley

11/19

Sandy Lindahl

11/19

Anna Dethmers

11/21

Paula Welch-Eilts

11/24

Donna Worland

11/30

Stan Holdeman

11/30

Barbara Buesing

11/30

Estate Sales
News
The Women’s Fellowship
is again holding estate
sales. In October we were very fortunate to
host two very successful sales held for
church members moving away part time.
The homeowner keeps 70% of the sale and
The Women’s Fellowship keeps 30%. After
expenses the proceeds are donated to local
missions, including some of our church’s,
and to local nonprofits. Over the years
they’ve donated almost $400,000!
On December 2nd and 3rd they will host another very nice sale. Look for our ad in
Wednesday’s paper and spread the word.
Better yet, come join us in hosting the sales.
The fun way out measures the work!
If you’re interested please let Nikki Harrison
know and she’ll put you on her email list.
Nikkiharrison45@gmail.com

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.
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TIHAN Update

The Good Shepherd did a fabulous job supporting the TIHAN October luncheon! Your generous donations allowed us to provide over two hundred items for the care packages that are handed out at each
luncheon. The Good Shepherd was joined by St. Paul’s United Methodist Church and Congregation
M’Kor Hayim from Tucson in providing 120 care packages for paper products and personal care items
for care partners supported by TIHAN. We will also be billed for a third of the luncheon food costs……
usually totaling about $300. The luncheon for the past several months has been a “to go” meal that is
distributed at two churches in Tucson.
Your generosity leaves enough money to help supply Christmas gifts for care partners at the December
luncheon. Congregation members also helped with assembling the care packages, assembling the “to
go” lunch boxes and providing extra gift cards for prizes playing the on-line Bingo game that occurs the
afternoon of the luncheon.
Your participation through donations helps support those care partners that participate each month in
the luncheons.
Thanks again,
Rex Crouse/Dale Jones

Laugh Break...






At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What Is Hell?” Come
early and listen to our choir practice.
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones.
Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 p.m. Please use the
back door.
The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may be seen
in the basement on Friday afternoon.
Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning at 10 AM. All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fellowship Hall after the B.S. Is done.
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Can’t Wait to See It

Members and friends of the Good Shepherd United
Church of Christ: the time has come for you to enjoy a guided tour of SFB-CRC’s new building. We
have been promising a preview, so clear your calendar on November 9, 4-6 pm, at 17750 S. La Cañada,
because we want to give you a sneak peek.
We’ll show you why we are so excited about this
great new facility that your kindness, hard work,
and generosity are making possible. It’s going to
provide us with the space and improved efficiency
we need to vastly improve our food distribution, as
well as services and classes designed to support our
participants’ journeys to overall well-being. SFBCRC has been creating and refining our three pillars of community service—family support, health
and nutrition, and workforce development. We’ll present a 5-minute program at 4:30, repeated at
5:30, and an SFB-CRC team will be on hand to answer any and all of your questions. Make sure to get
one of our safe and healthy snacks and a bottle of cold water

You can park in the east and north lots of the Good Shepherd Church, with overflow parking in the lot
just south of the construction site. Please gather on the patio of the church and wear masks for everyone’s safety.
You need to register on-line at sahuaritafoodbank.org or email Leslie de Grassi at
lesliedegrassi@gmail.com or Penny Pestle ppestle@cox.net. Registration will ensure that you have a
spot in the small-group tour (tours are being kept small because of Covid and to make sure all can
hear).
We look forward to greeting you and giving you a close up view of how this new facility will help us
serve our community for many years to come.
Penny
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting – Via Zoom
Tuesday, September 14, 2021

AGENDA

Present: Jim Armstrong, Nancy Bowen, Rick Irvin, Irene Little, Mary Martin, Randy Mayer, Rebecca
McElfresh, Margaret Nagle, Linda Wiebe

Guest: Curt Keim (SFB-CRC)

Meeting was called to order by Irene Little at 4:00 P.M.

1. Opening Prayer: Rebecca McElfresh
2. Minutes of August 10, 2021
Motion: The minutes of the August 10, 2021, with acknowledgement of financial gift by Ermaline Hannum.
Vote: Unanimous
3. SFB-CRC: Curt Keim


Wednesday food distribution: Beginning October 6, 2021, The National Guard will provide a box truck to
take the food to be distributed to 50+ households at the Santa Cruz Valley United Methodist Church on
Wednesday appointment days. Transportation will be a challenge after the first of the year.



Capital: We received notice that the Freeport McMoRan Foundation will be providing a $200,000 grant
with distribution by the end of October 2021. We requested $125,000 and were completely surprised by
their decision. We are in conversation with the Town of Sahuarita for some capital support and this
should be decided by November 2021.



Volunteers: We have an acute need for very committed volunteers to operate the new building and are
putting plans in place for a more expansive recruiting process, more in-depth orientation, and ongoing
encouragement of volunteers.



Projected opening date: Most of you are aware that our project has been delayed, with opening occurring as late as the third week of February 2022. Of course, that presents challenges for TGS and the SFBCRC.
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Building and date for preview: The building schedule has held well since last month, and no doubt, you
have seen that the masonry is nearly complete and the EFIS stucco-like substance is being applied to the
walls. Concrete work on ramps is in process.



Please reserve Tuesday, November 9, 2021, at 4:00 pm for a socially-distanced, masked preview of the
building, with appetizers and other refreshments. Small-group tours will be conducted. This event is for
funders, potential funders, community, and volunteers. Please let us know if there are people you would
like to invite.



Kudos to Penny Pestle for her perseverance with the loan process.



An emergency water tank has been installed by SFB-CRC that can be used by TGS if needed!

4. Treasurer’s Report: Rick Irvin


August was a big month as we paid off the Mortgage on August 13, 2021. The pay-off amount was
$167,873.50. This obviously changed our Balance Sheet and P&L (Operating Treasurer report) substantially. Generous gifts from the estates of Liz Wright and Ermaline Hannum allowed us to have the funds
to complete the transaction.



On the Income side there was a deficit of ($9,310) for the month of August and YTD we are positive with
$49,139.



On the Balance Sheet our cash position reduced substantially, but we were still in a strong position, with
$232,243 in “Free Cash” available.



At month end the Wells Fargo savings balance was $165,317. Per our discussions at last month’s
meeting, we will be purchasing a $50,000 term note from Cornerstone Funds with a one-year maturity.
This money will be designated for future capital for development on the lots owned by TGS. We have
determined that a $50,000 balance in the Savings Account, in addition to about the same in our checking
is adequate.



The University of Arizona requested that we pay the contracted amount of $14,817 for Deltrina Grimes.



The Facilities Team will continue to look at possible assets needed for the future – two air conditioners
and parking lot expenses.



We are upgrading our routers and Wi-Fi. We have hired a local company – PC Solutions located in Sahuarita and Green Valley.

5. Facilities Report: Jim Armstrong


Patio irrigation system is working again. Terry Linthicum (to the rescue!) hooked up the church's water
line rather than using the storage tanks, now being used as emergency water backup for SFB-CRC. Terry
gave us some good recommendations for irrigating the planters. Jim will complete tasks when he returns in October. We will also pursue a plan for next spring after SFB-CRC switches to their own back-up
water tank.
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Continuing to solicit bids for parking lot sealing/striping. One issue will be scheduling this project because the lot will need to be completely closed for two days. Seems like March 2022 might offer a potential window - after most winter season events, after SFB-CRC moves next door, and before Holy
Week/Easter (April 17, 2022). Jim has spoken with two contractors and will seek additional bids. The
range so far is around $10,000 to $13,500 depending what prep/repair work is scheduled. Common recommendation that we really need to do for long-term stability.



Randy Mayer informed the Admin Team that the Pima County Health Inspector came during September
and the dishwasher needs to be repaired. A company from Tucson will be repairing the dishwasher this
week.



Randy Mayer informed the Admin Team that the back door that is used to go out to the refrigerators
was broken and has been repaired.

6. Technology Grant Update: Rebecca McElfresh
·

We are actively seeking a trained person that can operate our updated programs for our church services
as well as other events. Rebecca has been in touch Sahuarita High School and PC Solutions. She will be
contacting the University of Arizona and PBS station in Tucson as other possibilities for working with us
in the near future.
· The tripod for the camera is on the way!
· She hopes to have everything up and running by mid-October.
7. COVID-19 Update: Randy Mayer


Worship for next two Sundays will be held virtually and then we will gather outside on the Amistad Patio
on October 3, 2021.

8. Update on Personnel Committee and By-Laws, Articles of Incorporation: Mary Martin and Margaret Nagle
Personnel Committee:


Dates and processes were presented for Staff Evaluations, noting that dates will probably be
moved forward due to outstanding documents.



Mary Martin with contact Tom Wilsted about previous procedures for this process.



Present members include Randy Mayer, Irene Little, Mary Martin and Margaret Nagle.



Mary spoke to the fact that the staff evaluations have been a very valuable process which allows
the staff an opportunity to provide feedback and for us to reinforce their hard work at TGS.



In addition, there needs to be more consistency in personnel practices. The Personnel Committee will meet in the next week to review the next steps.

By-Laws and Articles of Incorporation:


Mary noted a draft section has been added, and being discussed, about how to deal with
“steeple-jacking” and to whom the church assets would be transferred to.



Mary will go to Tucson’s Corporations Office to ask whether there are any problems with the
draft revised Articles of Incorporation, before we have a congregational vote.
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It was noted that terms of the SFB-CRC affiliation will need to be addressed in the By-Laws.

9. Pastors’ Reports:

Randy Mayer:


The church is doing well. He is looking forward for us to be outside for the fall months.



We have the opportunity for a full-time UCC intern through Global Ministries to intern with us for a
year. He could provide border support as well as other ministries that we have at the church. This is
in the proposal stage and the Admin Team would need to make a commitment in the next 10 to 15
days. The Admin Team will meet via ZOOM to vote.



Randy will forward all the information he has to the Admin Team.

Rebecca McElfresh:


Her work has been centered on pastoral and spiritual care.



The October TGS newsletter will have an opportunity to register for one of the “Revolutionary Love”
exploration groups being held throughout the next year.



The Adult Forums are now her responsibility and she has been working with a few people who have
certain areas of interest. In the follow-up survey that we previously provided there were several
topics that the congregation would like to explore.



She is in need of a coordinator of the Adult Forum program – possibly someone who is new to the
church.



Participates in the COVID-19 Task Force meeting every week. She is busy gathering data each for
that meeting.



She has been an active participant with the SW Conference churches providing new guidelines and
procedures during COVID.

10. Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
Next Meeting: October 12, 2021, at 4:00 P.M.

Meeting was adjourned at 5:19 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary
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