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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together. The Good
Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

Holy Week At The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Palm Sunday April 20th This is always a special Sunday with great music and a procession outdoors as we shout “Hosanna” and wave palm branches.

Maundy
Thursday

April 15th 6:00 pm Maundy Thursday Service and Last Supper—Come remember the meal where Jesus gives his disciples the new commandment of love.

Good Friday

April 16th Good Friday
12:00
Noon

Easter Sunday

There was very little that was good about this day---but it is important for us to witness the darkness so we can begin to see the
light. Come and witness the nails in the cross.

April 17th Count the ways you can witness the risen Christ at the Good
Shepherd.
9:30 am

We will sing all of the great Easter Hymns and literally feel the
spirit of new life all around us.

11:15 am

New life will abound with new music and loud shouts of
Alleluia!!!

From the Associate Pastor of Pastoral Care

The Good Shepherd
United Church of Christ

and Spiritual Growth.....

Senior Minister: Rev. Randy J. Mayer
Minister of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Growth:
Rev. Rebecca McElfresh
Director of Faith Formation for Children & Youth:
Alejandra Rosas
CWS Immigration Organizer: Rev. Noel Andersen
Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money:
Nancy Ackley
Music Director: Deltrina Grimes
Music Director of the Band: Larry Worster
Pianist: Kay Jean Moore
Custodian: Severo Rivas
Administrator: Amy Dillemuth
Webmaster: Leslie DeGrassi
Newsletter Editor: Mary Chapman
Partners in Service Volunteer: Thomas Smith

It is good to hear that so many are enjoying the
Lenten devotional booklet called, "Full to the
Brim." You might also be catching the daily Facebook posts that contain nuggets of inspiration
from our Lenten series. In case you have been
wondering, this series was written and produced
by a group called Sanctified Art, a dedicated
group of clergy (who may also be writers, visual
artists and musicians) and lay persons who believe that "To bring our whole selves to God in
worship, we must allow the scriptures to come to
life through color, movement, poetry, song, and
image." This series ends on Easter Sunday, April
17, and includes all of our Holy Week services. If
you haven't been one to experience Maundy
Thursday or Good Friday services, I encourage
you to try one that is embedded in the idea of embracing the arts as a means to enliven worship,

Executive Committee
Moderator: Dennis St John
Moderator elect: Kathy Babcock
Treasurer: Rick Irvin
Council Secretary: SuEllen Shaw

Recently, we have had quite a few people who
have had need of meal support at home following
surgeries and hospitalizations. I am so very
grateful to all who have made this possible. A big
thank you to Susan Hill who has managed this
work recently and to all who have responded to
her phone calls asking for meal delivery. I do
know that this has been a most meaningful experience for those who have needed it. Love comes
in many ways and sometimes it comes in the
form of a warm meal.

Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities:
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius
Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team:
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Mike Nagle
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

It has been so good to be together in person in
our sanctuary. It has also been so good to be able
to visit with you in person, in your homes and
care centers. During the months of April and
May, I plan to see more of you as our programmatic year slows. I invite you to join me for coffee on the patio of Posada Java on April 19th and
May 3rd at 10:30 am. Grab some coffee and join
us on the patio for good conversation and fellowship.

Newsletter Deadline

Rebecca

May 2022 ISSUE
THURSDAY, April 21 , 2022
Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net
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Javarita Coffeehouse Presents!
Lisa Otey and Diane VanDeurzen
Friday April 22, 7:00pm
Diane and Lisa will return to the Good Shepherd to play their perfect blend of sultry
blues, sweet jazz and everything else. It will be great to see them once again. Tix
$10 at the Door.

Announcement
We will go to One Service on
Sunday, April 24th---10:00am

Estate Sales News

We will make the transfer to one service
on Sunday, April 24th at 10:00am. It is
always good to blend these services and
be together as one congregation over the
summer months. Look forward to seeing you in worship.

The Women’s Fellowship
will be holding estate
sales over the next couple of months. Mark
your calendars and we’d love to see you
there and please tell your friends.
1401 S. Abrego Drive - April 7-8
1900 W. Via Nuevo Leon - April 21-22

The above are our sale dates but we setup
on Mondays – Wednesdays. If you’d like to
volunteer please send your name & email to
Nikki Harrison, nikkiharrison45@gmail.com.

Carol St. John Art Show
Tubac Center of the Arts
Our Church member Carol St. John, a noted artist, has a show at the Tubac Center of the Arts,
running to May 15. She invites all her Good
Shepherd friends to view her works at this wonderful and always interesting community venue.

The proceeds go to the church as well as
supporting several local nonprofits. We
thank you for your support and look forward to seeing you.

Quilters Are Back!
The Good Shepherd Quilters have reconvened. Come join us on the 1st and
3rd Thursdays at 9:30 to tie and bundle quilts for refugees in Mexico. Our
meeting days in April will be the 7th and 21st. We
gather in classroom 2.
Kay Novak
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News from the Mission, Service and Justice Team

The MSJ Team Needs You!
If you have a passion for serving those outside of the Good Shepherd in the area of Social Justice, this Committee
(we prefer TEAM because that is what we are) is for YOU! Wonder what it is about? Well then reach out to Carol
Christ, or Linda Sielkin, or Jean Ferguson, or Mike Nagle and ask them what all the fun is about!
Predatory Debt Collection Protection Act (PDCPA)
The Southwest Conference of the United Church of Christ is pleased endorse the Predatory Debt Collection Protection Act (PDCPA). The PDCPA is a proposed 2022 Arizona ballot measure that fights predatory debt collection
in three key ways: it increases existing exemptions in Arizona law to allow more people struggling with debt to
keep their homes, cars, and household goods; it protects workers' wages by limiting the amount that can be garnished by debt collectors, and it helps folks with medical debt by capping the interest rate. Thousands of Arizonans - nearly one in six adults - have a medical bill in collections, and medical debt is a leading cause of bankruptcy in the United States. People should not lose their home, car, or their paycheck simply because they fell behind on the exorbitant cost of medical care. As Christians we believe Scripture call us to live in ways that give our
neighbors something to be grateful for. The Predatory Debt Collection Protection Act (PDCPA) will do exactly
that. This is why we are passionate about supporting the Predatory Debt Collection Protection Act.
Please help end these Predatory Practices by adding your name to the list of Arizonans committed to making this ballot measure law!
Pizza Night at TGSUCC
It has been a long time since we had Pizza Nights at the Good Shepherd. For those who miss Pizza Nights where
you could have fellowship, supper, fun, while learning valuable truth while watching videos about Social Justices
like Climate Change, Sexism, Racism, Immigration, LGBTQ+ Issues, and more. The MSJ team is currently unable to facilitate the Pizza Nights, and are looking for volunteers who miss them and are willing to coordinate
them. This includes finding appropriate videos and running the projector; Procuring, cooking, and serving the
pizzas, and cleaning up afterwards. If you want to be a part of that Pizza Team, please contact Mike Nagle
(naglemichael@cox.net or Dennis St. John (dennisstjohn@gmail.com).

One Great Hour of Sharing
One Great Hour of Sharing® is one of four special mission offerings of the United Church of Christ. This Lenten
Offering supports the disaster, refugee, and development ministries of the United Church of Christ within Wider
Church Ministries. You can place your offering in the collection plates on the 27th or any time between now and
immediate following that date; or by sending your check to the church (17750 S. La Canada Drive, Sahuarita, AZ
85629); or online (https://www.ucc.org/giving/ways-to-give/our-churchs-wider-mission/one-great-hour-ofsharing/) The formal collection was March 27, but it is never too late to give!
Earth Day 2022
We recognize Earth Day every year at the Good Shepherd. This year we will do so on April 24 th. Please join Carol
Christ as she presents a forum on Plastics and how they negatively impact the environment as well as your health.
The forum will take place after the service in the education class rooms.
Keeping Our Community Clean
On March 24th please join Jim Armstrong (wfsbplau@hotmail.com) and other volunteers in cleaning up the litter
at a local park. This is our opportunity to give back to our community. Please watch your email for more opportunities like this that include helping and some fun, fellowship and ministry!
Samaritan Snack Packs
The MSJ team is responsible for assembling Snack Packs for Migrants traveling through the desert. They are given to migrant families as a small token to provide some nourishment as they make their journeys. If you’re interested in helping us out with this ministry putting together these Snack Packs, contact Mike Nagle
(naglemichael@cox.net) to sign up for the next assembly time)
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Stewardship Message

Members and Friends,
Our 2022 annual stewardship campaign to raise the funds necessary to execute our church's commitment to the needs of our congregation and those of our wider community was, once again, most successful. Our target of $325,000 was blown away as 122 pledges, representing near 214 members and
friends for $345,526, were committed. Thank you for your generosity!
There are some significant capital expenditures planned for this year. Two specific projects for our aging facility have been identified by Facilities and Finance - sealing the parking lot and refinishing the
sanctuary floor. Additionally, we would like to hire audiovisual technical support to ensure quality electronic delivery to our congregation of our Sunday Service and other important church events. Your
generous support will help make this happen!
Still thinking about your pledged gift? Our church's website <https://thegoodshepherducc.org/give/>
provides an electronic pledge card you can complete and submit from your computer (email to
<seeyou@thegoodshepherducc.org> or print out and mail (to TGS, 17750 S. La Canada Dr, Sahuarita
85629). Also, you can contact our Church Administrator (520.625.1375) for a pledge card. As in past
years, you can fulfill your commitment via personal or bank check through direct debiting. If you are
continuing your current commitment via automatic debiting, please note that the pledge amount from
last year does not carry over to this year for our records, so please make a fresh pledge for 2022, even if
your pledge amount doesn't change.
Drawing from a recent Sunday's Prayer of Dedication, "Open us to trust, loving God. Take the gifts we
offer and use them - even in ways we cannot yet imagine - to bring positive changes in the lives of those
around us, and of those far away."
Thank you from your Stewardship Team!
Hathaway Cornelius

THE NEW BUILDING IS FINISHED!
JOIN US FOR A TOUR AND FELLOWSHIP HOUR AFTER EACH SERVICE ON SUNDAY, APRIL 3
If you have followed the progress of the new SFB-CRC building, you will know that we are now in the
building, distributing food, and preparing to launch many new services, partnerships and skill development programs to help our neighbors achieve family and economic well-being. Join us to see what is
happening right next door to The Good Shepherd UCC.
If you are new to the Church, been away because of Covid or haven’t kept up-to-date, please come and
see what your Church incubated beginning in 2009. What began in a small closet just off the Narthex is
now in a 14,300 square foot building.
Without the support of The Good Shepherd congregation, Pastor Randy and the Administration Team
this would not have happened!
PLEASE COME AND TOUR AND ENJOY A TIME
5 OF FOOD AND FELLOWSHIP ON SUNDAY,
APRIL 3, 2022

Congratulations on Your

Best Wishes for a

Anniversary

Happy Birthday!

Joan Ernst

04/01

Judy Van Es

04/03

Rowland Van Es

04/03

Ellen Cox

04/03

Mike Day

04/04

Hank Busey

04/06

Carol West

04/11

Sandra Rooney

04/12

Janet Carter

04/13

David Perry

04/14

Judy Holcomb

04/16

Tom Wilsted

04/16

Jack Kressley

04/25

Mary Martin

04/25

Carol Wood

04/28

Susan Hill

04/29

Richard Smith

04/29

Rick & Darcy Adshead

04/05

Mark & Susie Sanders

04/17

Dave & Jo Youngren

04/17

John & Yong Rueb

04/25

Care Team Needs You!
Good Shepherd is a very caring community. One
way we show that care is to provide meals for
those among us dealing with illness, surgery,
hospitalization, death of a loved one, or other extenuating circumstances. If you would like to be
among those caring people who provide a needed
meal, please let me know. Thanks for your generosity..
Susan Hill
susanhill429@gmail.com
520-648-8161 or 970-214-0022

Thank You!

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.

I want to thank the good people of The Good
Shepherd for their wonderful care and support of me during and after my back surgery. Your prayers and positive energy were
a great help, and the team who delivered
meals to me every day for a week was the
best help one could have in my condition. I
feel truly blessed to be a part of this loving
community. Thank you so very much.
Judy Jahnke
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The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ
Administrative Team Meeting – Via Zoom
Tuesday, February 8, 2022
Agenda
Present: Nancy Bowen, Rebecca McElfresh, Rick Irvin, Irene Little, Randy Mayer, Margaret Nagle
Excused: Mary Martin
Guest: Penny Pestle (SBC-CRC); Dennis St. John
Meeting was called to order by Irene Little at 4:00 P.M.
1. Opening Prayer: Rebecca McElfresh
2. Minutes of January 11, 2022 and January 23, 2022
 Motion: The Administrative Team minutes of January 11, 2022, were approved.
 Vote: Unanimous
 Motion: The Special Congregational (Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws) minutes of January 23, 2022,
were approved.
 Vote: Unanimous
3. Resignation of Mary Martin from Administrative Team and Comments: Irene Little
 Motion: Accept the resignation of Mary Martin from the Administrative Team (with deep regret).
 Vote: Unanimous
Comments: The Administrative Team appreciates all the input and guidance that Mary Martin, Moderator-Elect, has
contributed with her leadership, legal knowledge and especially noted the Amended and Restated Articles of Incorporation and Bylaws.
4. Welcome: Irene Little
 Approve Dennis St. John as Moderator-Elect
 Vote: Unanimous
5. Sahuarita Food Bank and Community Resource Center (SBC-CRC): Penny Pestle
a.
Overall: Operations are running smoothly after a month in the new building. Our long-term and increasing numbers of new volunteers are doing well and seem to enjoy their work together. We are still requiring vaccines and masking, as well as distancing. It is a blessing to have more space and volunteers who bring a variety of
skills and experiences - several will monitor all of our technical equipment and are handy at repairs. There is a
real sense of ownership for the new building. Our projected date for turnover of the building from the contractor is February 16, 2022, despite a number of items on our punch list—particularly issues with the polished concrete floors, very hot overhead doors to the south side of the building, and completion of our redesigned dock
for semi-trailers. Although it will not delay the turnover, racking for the warehouse and cooler/freezer arrives on
March 1, 2022, and the remainder of our furniture on March 23, 2022.
b.
Operations: We are now open on Wednesdays for food distribution from 9-1, along with Thursdays from
9-1 and Saturdays from 9-Noon. This past week our Wednesday numbers increased to 50. Tuesdays are very
busy with preparation for BackPacks (now 400) and Del Coronado deliveries (now 30). We also are providing 5
food boxes every Friday for Valley Assistance Services that often has Friday clients who are in need of food when
no food bank is open. One other program, CSFP, which began a couple of years ago, is now at 230 people, specifically very low-income seniors who are over 60, and who have monthly eligibility for 40 pounds of nonperishable food and also government cheese. And finally, Roni and a group of dedicated National Honor Society
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members from Walden Grove High School have been gleaning fruit from area trees and we have received at
least 3,000 pounds so far. Community members seem to be very grateful for this fresh fruit.
c.
Community Resource Center: Free tax preparation has begun, with both remote and in-person assistance (everyone is masked and socially distanced.) In mid-February, a hybrid retailing classes begins with
Walmart employees who would like to advance in the retail industry. Also, we will launch our second six-week
Line and Prep Cooking class on February 21, 2022. The Pima County First Smiles Matter dental van will be coming once a month, serving pregnant moms and kids 0-5. Much, much more activities are in the planning process.
d.
Capital Support: We expect to receive checks from the casinos 12% gambling fund any day, with Tohono
O’odham donating $82,600 for the building and the Pascua Yaqui $20,000 for outfitting the Tech Center in the
CRC. We are currently raising dollars to pay back the $450,000 construction loan by August 2022 and the
$550,000 six-year mortgage by August of 2028.
e.
New Business and Comments:
i. Opportunity to share the new SFB-CRC facility with recent and longtime church members and
friends: COVID allowing, our board and staff invite TGS to hold two services in the new building on a
Sunday before Easter. This will be an opportunity to thank the church for incubating this mission,
sending us forth on our own, and providing the ground lease. It is also a chance for many who are
not familiar with the scale of our work and our community resource center to learn how we serve
the community now and plan to far into the future.
Comments: The Administrative Team will take this request under consideration at some time in the
future, as there are still new COVID cases.
ii. A mural for the front of the building: Two of our volunteers have a very talented son who is a muralist in Albuquerque. They have introduced him to us and have offered to pay for at least some costs of
his creating a unique art piece for the building. Both because we want TGS to be happy with the mural and because the lease requires your approval, we are introducing this at this early date.
Comments: The Administrative Team approved SFB-CRC to pursue their proposal of requiring draft
murals. These will be submitted to the Administrative Team before a final approval of the murals.
iii. Quarterly reports and new Board member from the Administrative Team: As the Operational Agreement states, we will now report quarterly to the Administrative Team, but will have ongoing communication with Randy and with an Administrative Team Board member. We have greatly appreciated
Irene’s participation (including her regular stints volunteering in the kitchen) and will welcome a new
member. Of course, anytime we need to communicate with each other, we will do so.
Comments: Dennis St. John has volunteered to represent the Administrative Team with SFB-CRC.
6. The Administrative Team has been asked to submit additional Nominating Committee member names to
Hathaway Cornelius, Chair of the
Nominating Committee. We will ask Hathaway to forward an updated Slate of new and current Officers,
Committee and Team members.
Please submit any new names directly to Hathaway, definitely before the Annual Meeting to be held on
March 6, 2022, at 6:00 P.M.
7. Treasurer’s Report: Rick Irvin
a.
Gross Income for January was $54,371 and Total Expenses were $47,558 for Net of $6,812. In 2021
Gross Income was $47,740 and Total Expenses were $40,300 for Net Income of $7,440.
b.
The undesignated cash position of the church as of January 31, 2022 was $233,264. This total of
$233,264 includes $55,697 in Undesignated Memorials and $76,229 reserved for Long Term Maintenance.
c.
During January, TGS purchased a storage unit from SFB-CRC for $5,000. This was added to the Equipment, Fixtures, Furniture asset on the Balance Sheet - $2,500 of the funds were from Men’s Fellowship, with the
other $2,500 from general funds. The Men’s Fellowship will reimburse TGS as their funds allow. Also, on the Bal9

ance Sheet Book Value of the UC Funds Investment of $16,588 had a Market Value of $29,187 on January 31,
2022.
d.
Motion: Move the adoption of the 2022 budget as presented with the additional authorization to apply the 2022 levels to the first three months of 2023 at which time the Annual Meeting will act on the final 2023
budget.
Vote: Unanimous
8. Facilities Report and Comments: Dennis St. John
a.
We continue to seek a Facilities Chairman.
b.
There is a definite need to begin/complete certain projects. The floors in the church property are not in
great shape, as well as the fencing around the property. We need to seek some proposals and see what funds
are available for these items.
c.
Randy stated that Severo has done a number of projects already and it would be helpful if the Facilities
Team would meet and work with him directly.
d.
Randy met with the Sahuarita Police Department about our property and they gave us a few safety suggestions.
9. New Business and Comments:
a.
The Personnel Committee continues to meet with new staff to complete six-month reviews.
b.
The Articles of Incorporation document has been signed by Randy Mayer and a signed Administrative
Team approval letter by the Administrative Team Secretary has been submitted to the church office. Irene will
follow-up with Amy to complete the final task of submission of paperwork to the State of Arizona.
10. Pastors’ Report:
Randy Mayer:
a.
This past month has gone extremely fast.
b.
The Sahuarita Food Bank moved out at the beginning of the month and the coolers and storage unit
were moved soon after. Severo worked to get a fence up to keep the patio closed off and also put fencing in
place behind the storage unit. There is additional work that needs to be done to secure our property.
c.
Common Ground on the Border was slimmed-down event but ended up being very successful. Rebecca
and he have decided to pause Common Ground on the Border for a year. They need a break after putting so
much work into two events the last two years that were pretty much canceled due to COVID.
d.
Worship is a big focus and since COVID has become a lot of work which requires a lot of setup and take
down each week. Severo sets up all the chairs each week. Rebecca, Jim and he set up the welcome tables,
chairs and all the signs. Jim sets up all the camera equipment. They pitch in with Larry when he arrives to set
up the sound system and move the piano. Eva and her kids show up for the second service and take down all
the chairs and we all pitch including Thomas to get the equipment taken down. Sunday is a lot more work than
it used to be before COVID.
e.
He has worked with Hathaway Cornelius in getting this year’s Nomination Slate in place. Also has helped
work on the stewardship campaign which has been pretty successful so far.
f.
He has been working on various staffing issues throughout the month.
g.
Norma and he also caught COVID in mid-January which forced him to quarantine for about 10 days. He
is thankful that he was fully vaccinated and boosted -- case was very mild.
h.
He has participated in the COVID Task Force. The Task Force was hoping to move into a different rhythm
and meet every other week---but with the Omicron Wave they continue to meet weekly. The use of KN-95
masks has been put in practice, slowing attendance and canceling some events has worked and we will begin
opening things up in a while.
i.
He continues to go to Mexico weekly. He took a group from Ohio across the border in mid-January, and
took Composer, Jack Stamp and Green Valley Band members across the border last week. He continues to
serve as the Chair of the Steering Committee for Cruzando Fronteras---the UCC Southwest Conference, AZ Evan10

gelical Lutheran Church, and AZ Episcopal Diocese Border Ministries Organization that works with Sister Lika to
run La Casa Misericordia, a shelter that houses 120 asylum seekers.
Rebecca McElfresh:
a.
Spiritual Growth – the Revolutionary Love Study is going very well with in-depth discussions and spiritual
work. Next week is about reimagining what our world can be – growth in leadership is an important part of anything that we do. We have completed two-thirds of the study on how we love others, our opponents, and love
ourselves.
b.
She met with the Care Team today and sensed a lot of positive energy. There are new members, new
format for meals and transportation as well. Susan Hill leads the meal train and Bonnie Sondrol leads the transportation program.
c.
She has been under her doctor’s continued care regarding her on-going health condition and has been
advised to continue to hold her work schedule to 20 hours, as per her contract. She and Randy have been in
communication and this is very feasible.
Comments:
The Administrative Team expressed concern over Rebecca’s health and will continue to support her in
any way they can.
11. Closing Prayer: Randy Mayer
12. Next Meeting: Tuesday, March 8, 2022
Meeting adjourned at 5:14 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Nagle, Administrative Team Secretary/Church Council
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