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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.  
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation. 

The clouds in the Arizona sky were turning pink 
as we traveled on the dirt road that runs for 
miles along the towering border wall near Sasa-
be, Arizona.  Our plan was to campout for the 
evening in the shadow of the wall and witness 
for ourselves the steady stream of unaccompa-
nied minors and families crossing through the 
gaps in the border wall.  For nearly 20 years the 
Green Valley/Sahuarita Samaritans have oper-
ated out of the Good Shepherd United Church 
of Christ in Sahuarita, a ministry that offers hu-
manitarian support to sojourners in the desert 
of the borderlands.   

Within minutes of driving on the border road, 
we came around a bend and there standing in 
the middle of the road was “un niño” in blue 
jeans, a clean bright t-shirt, and a backpack 
slung over his shoulder.  He was just as sur-
prised and shocked as we were.  We approached 
him, calmly saying, “Mijo, que pasa (My Son, 
what’s going on?)” and the tears began to swell 
in his eyes.   

The boy’s name was, Esteban, he was just 5 
years old, way too young to be making such a 
dangerous journey by himself.  He traveled over 
3000 miles from Guatemala on his way to rela-
tives in Memphis, Tennessee.   Most likely his 

parents had accompanied him to the border, flee-
ing the terror and violence of gangs and cartels.  
But upon arriving at the US Border they were 
stopped cold, unable to apply for asylum because 
of Title 42.  When the legal avenue to seek asy-
lum was blocked, they desperately tried to cross 
through the desert, but that experience was un-
bearable, ending with their apprehension by the 
Border Patrol.  Now they were at a crossroads---
returning home was unthinkable, and staying at 
the border meant death.  So Esteban’s parents 
made the most heartbreaking decision a parent 
could ever make, “send Esteban across alone, so 
he could live.”   

After we comforted Esteban and assured him 
everything was going to be alright. I climbed into 
our clearly marked Samaritan van to go search 
for a Border Patrol agent.  It wasn’t long before I 
returned with an agent in tow and the process 
was begun.  Esteban would soon be in Tucson 
where he would be handed over to US Health 
and Human Services social workers.  They would 
take the name and number of his relatives and as 
quickly as possible reunite them. 

For the past two years the Trump and Biden ad-
ministrations have callously used Title 42, an ob-
scure public health policy, to lock down the bor-
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der.  They say Title 42 is in place to stop the 
spread of COVID 19, but it is clear now that it is 
just a vicious tool used to grind the legal flow of 
immigration to a halt.   

The poor and vulnerable people fleeing violence 
have few options.  They have nowhere to go, so 
they form an endless human stream to the bor-
der, only now they are trapped by Title 42 and 
time only makes the situation deadly and danger-
ous.  And every night there are more and more 
children just like Esteban walking alone on a 
dusty desert road.   Lift Title 42 now, do it for the 
children!   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Common Ground on the Border 

2023 
 
We are happy to announce that plans are under-
way for the in-person version of Common 
Ground on the Border, to be held January 12-14, 
2023.  We will again offer border immersion ex-
perience through field trips and border lectures, 
all while learning about our border region 
through music and art.  Please mark these dates 
on your calendar.  More details will follow soon. 
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From the Associate Minister of  

Pastoral Care and Spiritual Growth 
 

I am writing this article on the day of the sum-
mer solstice, the date of the longest period of 
sunlight in the Northern Hemisphere.  I've al-
ways enjoyed the spring and summer seasons as 
spring offers us beautiful metaphor of new life 
and summer offers us a time of rest and renewal.  
Whether you are in Arizona, traveling to other 
homes, or spending summer days traveling to see 
friends, I hope that you are finding spaces that 
renew your body, mind and spirit.   
 
At the end of May, while we were remembering 
those whose lives were lost in Buffalo and 
Uvalde, I spoke of the opportunity to discuss a 
book that might help us better understand the 
violence among us in this nation.  The book, The 
Violence Inside Us: A Brief History of an Ongo-
ing American Tragedy by Chris Murphy, is an 
important review of the role of violence in the 
history of The United States.  The author also 
leads the reader to think about the root causes of 
our reliance on violence and offers motivation to 
engage with the issue in ways that might trans-
form us.  I have scheduled this discussion for 
Tuesday, August 16th at 1:00 pm, AZ time.   
Please let me know if you would like to attend 
this Zoom discussion group.  The link will be 
provided in the weekly email the week before the 
group meeting.   
 
Rebecca 

 

A Stewardship Moment 

Marie  was a faithful member of our church in Ok-
lahoma, faithful in attending, in serving and in 
giving.  The church administrator would share 
names to the Stewardship/Finance committee of 
those who were consistent givers.  The names on 
the list were not necessarily the largest givers, but 
those who were always dependable.  Marie’s name 
appeared every year.  During the stewardship 
time, we could then ask a member from the list to 
provide a brief testimony  in a letter or a Sunday 
morning presentation. 

Marie shared about her journey to becoming a 
mature giver and eventually a tither.  She told us 
that as a young married woman whose husband 
was still in college, they just didn’t have money to 
give,  even as they both wanted to give. 

They lived at the edge of town and were given a 
few chickens  by an  older neighbor. As Marie 
cared for the chickens, along came fresh eggs.  
She set up a stand in front of their property and 
sold her eggs.  She described how excited she be-
came for the egg money entitled her to give.  Eve-
ry week she placed the money she’d received from 
selling the eggs in the church’s offering plate. 

Her husband became a successful accountant and 
established his own firm.  Marie was able to stay 
at home and care for their children.  As the chil-
dren grew, she assisted at the office on a part-
time basis. 

Both Marie and her husband were dedicated giv-
ers.  After his death, she continued their family 
legacy of giving and tithing. 

Upon her death, no surprise, the church was 
among her beneficiaries.  For she was firm in her 
belief that faithfulness and giving are synony-
mous. I believe that Marie had it pegged just 
right, and I am grateful to have known her. 

Lynda Himbury  

For the Stewardship Committee 
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TIHAN UPDATE-Tucson Inter-

faith HIV/AIDS Network-An or-

ganization that The Good Shep-

herd supports with time, talents 

and financially 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
YEAR AROUND DONATIONS:  you can order items online and have them shipped to the TI-
HAN office, or you can purchase and drop off at TIHAN (2660 N 1st Avenue).  If you donate 
in person bring your items to the TIHAN office and call (520-299-6647) when you are plac-
ing the items on the donation table outside our front door.  We are open Monday-Friday 8:30 
am to 4:30 pm.  In addition to household/cleaning/paper products you can look at the Ama-
zon TIHAN WISHLIST for donations.  
 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES:  opportunities range from administrative support in the 
office to care and support roles working directly with people living with HIV.  There are both 
remote volunteer opportunities, as well as limited (safe) in-person options.  Visit https://
tihan.org/volunteer/  
for more information.  
 
OCTOBER LUNCHEON:  The Good Shepherd will be co-hosting the October Care Partner 
luncheon on October 20.  We will need to provide  items for the Care Partner bags.  Since de-
cisions have not been made yet about meeting in person for this event (rather than pickup) 
we are preparing to purchase items in advance.  For us to purchase instead of collecting do-
nations—household cleaning supplies, personal products, paper products, etc.- at the church 
we will be collecting funds given directly to the church (checks written to The Good Shepherd 
with TIHAN written in the memo line).  We have found purchasing gives us the opportunity 
to find sale items to store in advance. There will also be an opportunity for volunteers to help 
the day of and day before October 20.  
 
With questions please give us a call:  Rex Crouse 520-609-3639 or Dale Jones 360-694-7353.  
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    Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 

 

 
 

 

Randy Mayer     07/01 

Christie Furber    07/03 

Donn Higley     07/03 

Stephen Little    07/05 

Cornelia Bayley    07/11 

Bernie Kuehn    07/13 

Dick Mayer     07/30 

Carlos Henriquez    07/31 

Rick Adshead    08/01 

Hathaway Cornelius    08/04 

Penny Pestle     08/05 

John Snavely     08/05 

Kathy Zweig     08/08 

Jan Mason     08/10 

Bonnie Sondrol    08/10 

Linda Redfield    08/11 

Judy Bischoff    08/14 

James Armstrong    08/14 

Susan Eaton     08/17 

Darlene Clement    08/21 

Judy Tucker     08/22 

Vera Stirsman    08/25 

Bobbi Menefee    08/26 

Nancy McCormick    08/27 

Don Saiser     08/29 

Congratulations on Your 

Anniversary 
 

 

 

 

 

Chuck & Judy Tomhave   07/01 

Michael & Rozanne Plotnik  07/27 

Drew & Jan Mason    08/12 

Dave & Kathy Zweig    08/13 

Randy & Norma Mayer   08/16 

Jim & Christie Furber   08/17 

Carlos Henriquez & Mary Chapman 08/21 

 
If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to update 
your record. 

 
 

UCC Leadership Supports Women Over 

Extremist Supreme Court Justices 

 
UCC leaders immediately condemned extremist 
Supreme Court Justices’ historic assault on wom-
en’s autonomy and right to reproductive choice in 
Dobbs vs. Jackson Women’s Health Organiza-
tion.    The justices’ hubris will certainly be fol-
lowed up with cases overturning other estab-
lished rights.   The UCC  full statement can be 
found here: 
 
'We will stand with you in protest': National officers speak out 
after SC overturns Roe v. Wade - United Church of Christ 
(ucc.org)    
  

https://www.ucc.org/we-will-stand-with-you-in-protest-national-officers-speak-out-after-sc-overturns-roe-v-wade/
https://www.ucc.org/we-will-stand-with-you-in-protest-national-officers-speak-out-after-sc-overturns-roe-v-wade/
https://www.ucc.org/we-will-stand-with-you-in-protest-national-officers-speak-out-after-sc-overturns-roe-v-wade/
https://www.ucc.org/we-will-stand-with-you-in-protest-national-officers-speak-out-after-sc-overturns-roe-v-wade/
https://www.ucc.org/we-will-stand-with-you-in-protest-national-officers-speak-out-after-sc-overturns-roe-v-wade/
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Admin. Team Minutes for 

Meeting May 10, 2022 

 

Present:  All Admin. Team Members and Guests, Kay Novak and Bill Lyons 

Opening Prayer by Rebecca McElfresh 

SuEllen Shaw:  Approval of April 12th Minutes 

Treasurer’s Report by Rick Irvin: 

 April income = $33,240 

 April Expenses = $31,979 

 Net income = $1,260 

 2021 comparisons:  Income = $43,396; Expenses = $33,054;  

Net income = $10,342 

YTD, Income = $217,415; Expenses = $149,622;  

Net income = $67,793 

2021 comparisons:  Income = $201,349; Expenses = $142,115 

Net income = $59,234 

 Undesignated cash position as of April 30, 2022 = $264,256, including $57,697 in Undesignated 
Memorials and $51,484 for Long Term Maintenance.  

 Through April TGS has expended a net of $23,390 for irrigation, roofing and flooring.  $1,900 
has been expensed to repairs and maintenance with the balance being charged to Long Term Mainte-
nance. 

 Additional approved projects are the following: 

 Parking Lot Sealing = $12,253 

 HVAC Systems = $30,900 

The Finance Team approved the transfer of $30,000 from the Undesignated Memorial Account to 
Long Term Maintenance.  

Nancy Bowen reported the church’s financial position is currently strong; the Finance Team hopes that 
position will continue throughout the summer. 

Kay Novak, the coordinator of the ushers, reported on the expanding responsibilities for ushers. Given 
the attention to facility safety, the challenges involved in training the ever-changing volunteers are 
many, and she has concerns about scaring volunteers away.  Randy recommended recruiting a head 
usher, who will know the guidelines for the ushers well, and will meet them and facilitate the training of 
new volunteers before each service.  Bill Lyons recommended checking the Dept. for Homeland Securi-
ty’s Program for Hospitality, which has built-in security/safety recommendations.  He also recom-
mended the See Something/Say Something Strategy, another program that can be studied at home.  
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Rebecca suggested some repositioning of ushers.  Dennis will streamline the Usher Guidelines.  The is-
sue is tabled until cameras and other safety measures are in place. 

Dennis St. John: Facilities Report 

A. Contracts completed are painting, floor repair, parking lot sealing, roof repair and coating, 

irrigation installation.  The SFB was billed $4,246 for their share of floor repair. 

B. Proposals for consideration are HVAC system replacement for heat pumps in lieu of gas 

packs ($25,000); safety fence in 4 areas perhaps. (The bids of $25,000 to $32,000 for 

fencing seem high and are being explored further.)  Other proposals include new furniture 

for the columbarium ($1,800), and security cameras ($2,581.24).  

C. Purchase of the SFB solar panels is on hold. Adding the food bank’s solar panels to the 

church’s existing system is not warranted because the annual cost of electricity for the 

church is less than $1,300. 

Judy Bischoff has reported no one is overseeing the kitchen since the SFB moved out; purchasing and 
cleaning are required.  Prepping for and clean-up after Fellowship Hour are required.  People need 
training to use the dish sterilizer and other appliances. The Admin Team discussed the need for two 
people as kitchen overseers.  No final decisions were made for recruitment. The responsibility for the 
kitchen is under the Facilities Team. 

Randy Mayer reported that the services and activities of Easter week were well attended.  The church 
has now gone to one service.  The floors and parking lot look much better since their resurfacing.  The 
coffee house with Lisa and Diane was a success.  He has taken various groups to the border for their en-
lightenment.  He will be taking a group from Oro Valley May 11.  He was interviewed about the border 
and immigration issues by representatives of the ACLU.  Deltrina’s service as music director will end 
the close of May, but we have a new doctoral candidate who will start in the Fall. The Covid Task force 
recommends masking continue in the foreseeable future.  Randy will be gone two Sundays in May, 
which Rebecca will cover, and Rich Smith will be preaching Sunday June 6. 

Rebecca McElfresh emphasized how successful and spiritually moving her retreat to Ghost Ranch had 
been.  She has plans for incorporating more of the connections between art, worship, and spiritual life 
and growth at Good Shepherd.  She thanked the Admin Team for its support of her retreat. 

The Rev. Dr. Bill Lyons demonstrated SOAR, a strategic planning tool used by churches and corpora-
tions for long-range planning. 

Randy offered the closing prayer.  

Respectfully submitted by, 

SuEllen Shaw, 

Secretary 


