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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

Message from Our Pastor
Greetings,
As we cross from August to September we enter into the Fall season which is a big relief for those of us
that have been struggling through the heat and monsoons of summer in Arizona. As a church we also
move into a new season as we look forward to folks returning from the north and programs and projects
getting into full swing.
This year is especially important since we have been living under the cloud of the COVID 19 pandemic
for the past two years which has put a damper on our worship attendance and activities. It feels like we
are finally moving into some new territory as the CDC has recently updated their guidelines and a
strong vaccination booster will be out by Labor Day Weekend. We are hoping to have new guidelines at
the Good Shepherd by the end of the month. Until then be first in line to get the new booster.
Some things to look forward to as we move into this new season. Our Sanctuary Choir and new choir
director Keenan Dolan will be singing soon. Our Good Shepherd Band has some new members and
Larry Worster, the director has been working with a few new vocalists. We will be moving to our two
worship format on October 9th. Associate Pastor Rebecca McElfresh will be returning in mid-October
and getting the Studio active will all sorts of creativity and arts. We will be gearing up to do some
dreaming and visioning of new projects and innovations that are just around the corner for the Good
Shepherd. And we will be starting to have Fellowship Hour on a regular basis. So much for us to look
forward to.
With you on the Journey,
Randy

Moving to Two Worship Service on October 9th
We will be moving to our Two Worship format on Sunday, October 9th. Our 9:00am worship service
will be a more traditional service featuring our Sanctuary Choir. Our 11:15am worship service will be a
more contemporary service with music from our church band and will include a Word for All Ages and
Church School for the children.
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Many thanks to those who participated in our discussion of Chris Murphy's book called, The Violence Inside Us: A Brief History of an Ongoing
American Tragedy. Through this book, Murphy
asks us to think about our long history of violence
and the impact of that history on our current circumstances. This understanding is so important
as we work together to find better solutions for
the ever rising amount of gun violence in this
country.

One of the ways we can all help to heal ourselves
and one another is through our deep commitment
to community where we find a sense of belonging,
help in time of trouble, and a place from which we
gain strength for the work we do in the world.
Author Mark Yaconelli has just published (2022)
a wonderful book called Between the Listening
and the Telling: How Stories Can Save Us.
Speaking with direct reference to our sense of the
loss of community as a result of the pandemic,
Yaconelli encourages us to dig deeply into the soil
of our community relationships by opening ourselves to the telling of our stories and listening to
the stories of others. As we begin our work to
connect to a collective vision of the future at The
Good Shepherd, and as we all walk through a
healing process from the wounds of the pandemic
and the stress of political and social unrest, I want
to encourage you to add this book to your library.
It is a soul refreshing read and one that tugs at
our deeper longings.

Executive Committee
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Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius
Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team:
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Mike Nagle
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

Speaking of soul refreshment, I have been serving
at the Chautauqua UCC house this week as Chaplain of the Week. I have been able to do my Good
Shepherd work while still providing worship and
learning opportunities here. It has been my joy to
sit with the amazing preaching / teaching of the
Rev. Dr. Yvette Flunder who is one of our own
UCC clergywomen in California. I have always
been moved by the experience of Black Church
and the preaching of our contemporary Black
ministers. Like the Rev. Dr. William Barber of
North Carolina, Bishop Flunder's way of speaking
prophetically about justice issues while grounding
herself in the liberating love of God has led me to
be greatly encouraged about the work we must do
in the world. Here is a link to the location where

Newsletter Deadline
OCTOBER 2022 ISSUE
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 22,
2022
Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net

2

you can hear the words she offered to us this
week:
https://assembly.chq.org/search?
q=Rev+Dr+Yvette
While at Chautauqua, I had the opportunity to
lead the UCC community here to explore their
won stories in visual form. A collage was created
in response to the question, "What stories do you
have to tell about meaningful experiences you
have had this week."
Rebecca

A Stewardship Moment
Candlelight. That was the word I landed on to describe Linda, as I sat at her memorial service in
August. The minister had encouraged us to think
of a word or two that captured Linda’s essence.
She was a quietly illuminating presence especially
in difficult times, ready to offer encouragement
and suggestions when someone asked for advice.
People noted that Linda was “always there” to
help with events in her local church, to raise and
guide her children, to manage the food service at
church camp and to organize disaster recovery
alongside her husband. With a warm demeanor, a
cheerful personality and an unfailing faith in God
and her fellow humans, Linda influenced thousands of people. More than a hundred gathered at
the service, many wearing yellow to honor her
positive outlook.
Linda loved to sing in the church and community
choirs, and she chose the music for her memorial
service. The first hymn was “Great is Your Faithfulness,” placing the emphasis on God rather than
on herself. The next morning in my own church
(I’m an associate member of Good Shepherd) we
happened to sing that same hymn. “All I have
needed, your hand has provided. Great is your
faithfulness!” Truly, Linda trusted God for her
needs and then shared with others when she noticed opportunities.

to greater faith and generosity.

“Christ, having supped with you and with each
other in this hallowed place,
And with hearts made warm
And wills made strong again through bread and
cup,
Help us now to move with courage and compassion
Into a world that needs in its despair
To know that you are merciful and just.
Supported by your presence
And by all who share the vision with us
In heaven and on earth,
We would live no longer to ourselves
But unto you alone,
To whom belong blessing, honor and dominion
forever.
Amen.”
Sandy Lindahl
For the Stewardship Committee
Good Shepherd Welcomes Music Director
Keenan Elijah Dolan
The Good Shepherd Worship and Music Committee is pleased to announce the selection of Keenan Elijah Dolan as Music Director. Keenan, who
is beginning his DMA program at the University
of Arizona’s Fred Fox School of Music, will have
primary responsibility of directing the music program for the Traditional service at The Good
Shepherd. Following a wonderful tradition of
working with University DMA students, Keenan
will be the eighth DMA student hired by our
church.
In May of this year, Keenan received his Master
of Music degree from The University of Hawaii.
His Bachelor of Music degree is from Central
Washington University and was obtained in
2019. While working on his Bachelor’s Degree
Keenan was director of Music at The Oak Grove
United Methodist Church as well as a staff member of both the Oregon Bach Festival and Portland Symphonic Choir.

As Christians, our actions are rooted in faith.
Trusting God to be there is what allows us to
reach out to others, in turn. This is emphasized in
our stewardship theme, “From Bread and Cup to
Keenan began his work at The Good Shepherd at
Faith and Giving.” Assured of God’s faithfulness
the end of August.
to us, we are able to be faithful in our giving. I’d
like to share a prayer of thanksgiving that is often
spoken following communion at Amistad Chapel 3
UCC. May it resonate in your heart and spur you

TIHAN UPDATE-Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS

Network-An organization that The Good
Shepherd supports with time, talents and financially

TIHAN UPDATE-October 20 POZ Cafe
Welcome to fall………our biggest commitment to TIHAN occurs in October.
The Good Shepherd will be hosting the October 20 POZ Cafe with two other faith communities. The
luncheon during COVID has been a pickup rather than a sit down at a Tucson church.
At the end of the luncheon each Care Partner will receive a shopping bag of items to help with household needs. To make it easier for us, we will be requesting monetary donations for the purchase of
items, rather than collecting donations of items at church. We will be purchasing household cleaning
supplies, toilet paper, shampoo, bleach, personal products, etc. In addition to-go food containers
need to be purchased. We have some reserves left from last year but will need to build up our funds
for this year, especially since the bulk of items are purchased at the Dollar Store and they have increased their prices by 25%! In addition, the cost of the luncheon for approximately 150 is split between the sponsoring faith communities. Last year our share was close to $300. All total we anticipate expenditures around $700-$800. Leftover funds in the past have been used for extra donations
for Christmas gifts/gift cards at the December event.
Please submit checks/cash to The Good Shepherd. Add TIHAN in the memo section of your check.
The funds must go to The Good Shepherd not directly to TIHAN. Your donations will be included in
your pledge statements for The Good Shepherd.
Thank you for your continued generous support of TIHAN and care partners experiencing AIDS.
Questions to either Rex Crouse (520-609-3639) or Dale Jones (360-694-7353).

Basic Bible Class
Starting Sunday Sept. 18 there will be a 3 week study of the Old
Testament Poetry Books. Janet Carter will lead the class. Small
group studies are a great way to get to know people and develop
caring relationships. One service - Time 11:10 am. Two services –
Time 10:10 am. No need to sign up. Questions - Janet at 715-2526875 or wisconsinjanet@yahoo.com
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Best Wishes for a

Congratulations on Your

Anniversary

Happy Birthday!

Nancy Hungate

09/02

Clyde & Darlene Clement

09/02

Gary Loyd

09/03

Lynn & Michael Nowakowski

09/07

Phyllis Hallman

09/04

Tom & Darthea Tilley

09/10

Darcy Adshead

09/07

Terry & Nancy Linthicum

09/10

John Rueb

09/11

Jack & Karen Kressley

09/28

Jim Scovil

09/12

Florence Mayer

09/13

Jackie Smith

09/16

Diane Scovil

09/16

Tucson Pride Parade

Judy Tomhave

09/17

and Festival

Linda Jehle

09/17

Sept 30 and Oct 1

Hack McCall

09/19

Martha Belle Fray

09/23

Linda Nitz

09/24

Cynthia Dean

09/26

Terry Linthicum

09/27

Karen Kilmer

09/27

Nancy Bowen

09/27

Ginny Wing

09/27

Lynn Nowakowski

09/29

The five Tucson area United Church of Christ
churches will be sponsoring a booth at the Pride
Festival on Saturday, Oct. 1st at Reid Park as well
as walking together in the Pride Parade in the
evening on Friday Sept. 30th. It would be great to
have a number of our Good Shepherd folks participating and showing our LGBTQA+ pride.
Keep your eye open for more information to be
coming soon. For now put the dates on the calendar and begin planning your participation.

Common Ground on
the Border 2023

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.

We are happy to announce that plans are underway for the in-person version of Common
Ground on the Border, to be held January 12-14,
2023. We will again offer border immersion experience through field trips and border lectures,
all while learning about our border region
through music and art. Please mark these dates
5
on your calendar. More details will follow soon.

Neighbors in Need: Sunday, October 2, 2022
Behold!

The wages of the laborers who
mowed your fields, which you kept
back by fraud, are crying out
against you! James 5:4



NIN supports ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.



One-third of NIN funds support the Council for American Indian Ministry
(CAIM).



Two-thirds of this offering is used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries
(JWM) to support a variety of justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects through grants.



Neighbors in Need grants are awarded to UCC churches and organizations doing
justice work in their communities.



These grants fund projects whose work ranges from direct service to community
organizing and advocacy to address systemic injustice.

Make out your check to the Good Shepherd UCC with NIN in the memo


Drop into the collection basket on Sunday



Mail to: The Good Shepherd UCC 17750 S La Cañada Drive, Sahuarita, AZ 85629



Donate directly and securely: https://support.ucc.org/donate-now#
(Please select Neighbors In Need on drop down menu and fill out the UCC Affiliation on
the follow page. We are the Southwest Conference.)

In 2022 the Neighbors in Need BEHOLD offering focuses on economic justice. With inflation impacting all of our households, the UCC wanted to provide a way to discuss this through a faith
lens. Join us by participating in this year’s NIN “Behold!” campaign at The Good Shepherd.
Thank you,

The Mission, Service and Justice Team
Mike, Linda, Jean and Carolay
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Admin. Team Minutes for
Meeting June 14, 2022 as corrected and approved on August 9, 2022
Present: All Admin. Team Members and Guest Penny Pestle – SFB-CRC
Opening Prayer: Rebecca McElfresh
Dennis St. John (in lieu of SuEllen): The May 10th Minutes were approved with the amendment of Rebecca’s report highlighting the importance of the experiences gained during her study leave at the Ghost Ranch; she
thanked the church for helping to make this happen.
Treasurer’s Report by Rick Irvin: Rick noted that income dropped during the month but that it was to early to say
if this is a long-range problem. He suggested that he will have a better determination by our August Meeting. He
also detailed the expenses to date in the Long-Term Maintenance Fund to establish a basis for later discussions
about potentially reducing that fund further with the additional expense of a security wrought iron fencing. Rick
will set up a designated liability fund for a government refund check he believes was received in error: a holding
account without tax liability.

Finance Team: Nancy Bowen reported that the credit card limit has been reduced to $15,000 and that anything
purchased on the card over $2,500 will require an expense form with two signatures; this matches current
checking account policies.
SFB-CRC Report: Penny highlighted the increase numbers of food bank visitors, the importance of the Door
Dash delivery program, the welcoming of Adriana Romero as the new CRC Director and the expansion of several organizations agreeing to partner on various programs.
Penny was advised that the church is no longer insuring the coolers that now reside in the SFB parking lot. The
admin team also approved the connection of existing PV solar panels sitting atop of the Redman room to the
new food bank building; a letter will be prepared by Penny to clarify the future liabilities of existing agreements
between the church and the SFB.
Penny also requested the ability to promote a Diaper Drive before the church congregation; this was approved to
commence immediate.
Facilities Report: Dennis St. John summarized the proposals for wrought iron fencing both around the patio area
and at the north entrance to the sanctuary. After much discussion, a budget of $22,000 was approved with one
negative vote from Nancy Bowen. Dennis tabled any discussion of future purchases of furniture for the Columbarium or filling the ‘crack’ in the driveway until the fall when future income information is available.
Kitchen operation and maintenance: Rick and Pam Irvin are heading up a team that will be responsible for kitchen cleanliness and the supplies required to keep it operational; the team will report to the Facilities team quarterly. Not much is expected to happen in the kitchen until the fall.
Old Business: Dennis announced that Bill Lyons has been asked to run the Leadership Summit; he is attempting
to schedule the Leadership Summit on December 3rd and the Full congregational summit in either February or
March of 2023.
Usher report: Dennis sent an abbreviated version of the usher instructions for review to the EW & I team and
Kay Novak; Judy Bischoff is condensing that version with bullet points to more rapidly present what is required
of the ushers. Two potential volunteers were discussed to act as head ushers during the winter and summer;
they will be contacted by Randy to verify their willingness to serve.
Randy Mayer reported that he is getting back into the groove after his mini-sabbatical to Peru and El Salvador;
he presented a sermon on Sunday with PowerPoint!. Rebecca McElfresh reported that all went well in Randy’s
absence although bad news about shootings needed to be added into some of her counseling and sermons.
Deltrina was thanked for her service as music director.
Randy offered the closing prayer.
The next meeting will be at 4:00 on August 9th.
Respectfully submitted by Dennis St. John: ‘substitute’ secretary!
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