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Our Mission Statement:
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples,
boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation.

Message from Our Pastor
Greetings,
It was the autumn season, twenty five years ago, when Kay Jean Moore was looking for a small church to attend.
Out of all the churches on La Canada, she miraculously found the Good Shepherd that morning and came into
worship. We were a small congregation that had just moved into our new building in our new community called
Sahuarita. At the time we had a choir director/pianist who was a post-doctorate researcher at the U of A, who
happened to have a master’s degree in Concert Band Music. His piano playing style was described as loud and
fast.
In a small congregation, it didn’t take long for the rumor to surface that we had a real pianist in our midst, and
Kay Jean was recruited to play the piano for an upcoming Anthem that was a bit more complex and nuanced. That Sunday the congregation was treated to a master musical presentation on the keyboard. Filled with
passion and depth, Kay Jean had purity and a velvet touch, strong and graceful at the same time. It was obvious
that a rare gift, a musical angel, had come our way. From that moment on Kay Jean became central to our music
and worship life at the Good Shepherd. Each week she carefully chose postludes and offertories, she always
came well prepared and full of spontaneity, ready to pour her soul into the music so that people could worship
fully. For twenty-five years we as a congregation have been immensely blessed.
I don’t want to make this announcement, but I must let you all know that Kay Jean will be stepping down from
her duties as piano accompanist at the Good Shepherd this coming Sunday, October 23. While this might be a
shock and surprise to many, it actually has been a long time in coming. Kay Jean and I have been in conversation for over a year, and I have been in denial, I have dragged my feet, pushing off the inevitable. This year when
we changed from our summer schedule, Kay Jean finally put her foot down and said she was ready to rest from
her duties.
We will be Celebrating Kay Jean’s Music and Commitment to the Church on Sunday, November 20. She will
play the piano for a piece or two at the 9:00am service, we will give her the title of “Pianist Emeritus”, and we
will spend time with her in celebration during our Fellowship Hour at 10:00am. In addition, we are taking up a
“Whip Around”, an Irish phrase for passing the hat and making a financial gift of thanks to Kay
Jean. Please make your check out to the Good Shepherd and put Kay Jean in the Memo.
While we are formally saying Goodbye to Kay Jean’s regular presence in our worship, she will remain in the
Green Valley community and connected to the Good Shepherd---in fact she will play this Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day.
With you on the Journey,

Randy

The Good Shepherd
United Church of Christ

Taizé

Senior Minister: Rev. Randy J. Mayer
Minister of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Growth:
Rev. Rebecca McElfresh
Director of Faith Formation for Children & Youth:
Alejandra Rosas
CWS Immigration Organizer: Rev. Noel Andersen
Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money:
Nancy Ackley
Music Director: Keenan Elijah Dolan
Music Director of the Band: Larry Worster
Pianist: Rada Neal
Custodian: Severo Rivas
Administrator: Amy Dillemuth
Webmaster: Leslie DeGrassi
Newsletter Editor: Mary Chapman

We had a nice turnout for the
October Taizé and look forward to seeing more of you on November 9. Our
new cantor, Grace Marceau, did a beautiful job.
The handheld mic had a mind of its own but we'll
do the best we can to correct that matter before
November 9. Blessings on all of you.

Basic Bible Study
Resumes Sunday Nov. 6 at
10:10 a.m.
Basic Bible Study meets
most Sundays between services. Each week's lesson
stands on its own. No need to buy a book. Small
groups are a great way to get to know people and
grow in faith. Questions? Janet Carter 715-252
-6875 wisconsinjanet@yahoo.com

Executive Committee
Moderator: Dennis St John
Moderator elect: Kathy Babcock
Treasurer: Rick Irvin
Council Secretary: SuEllen Shaw
Administrative Area Facilitators
Facilities:
Finance: Nancy Bowen
Stewardship: Hathaway Cornelius

Mission Gift Fair
December 4, 2022
See Page 7 for the Flyer!

Program Area Facilitators
Welcome and Inclusion Team:
Intentional Caring Team: Linda Redfield
Mission Service and Justice Team:
Mike Nagle
Spiritual Growth Team: Susan Hill

Stay tuned for more information in the
weekly email newsletter, the church website, and the December Newsletter

Newsletter Deadline
DECEMBER 2022 ISSUE
THURSDAY, November 17, 2022
Send items to Mary Chapman at
mchapman15@cox.net
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Stewardship Message:

Estate Sales News

From Bread & Cup to Faith & Giving

Estate sales have started. We
hosted one in mid October
and will have 2 in November.
If you’re new to the church
consider volunteering with us.
It’s some work but it’s a lot of fun and a great way
to get to know church members.

“Giving is always a choice. Every day we wake up
is a day we get to choose what we’ll give to. The
collection of these daily choices makes up our
lives.” Our Stewardship message this year is
“From Bread and Cup to Faith and Giving”. What
does this Stewardship message mean to us? At
the The Good Shepherd we practice communion
on the first Sunday of each month. As we take the
bread and drink from the cup we remember
God’s gift of His Son, Jesus, who died on the
cross to save us. Our God is a God of compassion
and love. Our Communion table is open to all and
as a congregation we are asked to share that love
and compassion with all those in need who are in
our community, our country, and the world. We
are asked to make this world a better place by
sharing with those who are hungry, who are looking for mercy, justice, peace, and acceptance. I
ask you to think about how you choose to give,
where and what will you give? When we give
our choices to God, He always puts our money to
work for Him, too. 2 Corinthians: 9:6-12 “The
Apostle Paul urges the Church of Corinth to give
cheerfully and generously because God is looking
to bless them abundantly to meet both their
needs and the needs of others.”

We start in the fall and typically hold two a
month. We sort, price, and display the first three
mornings of the week and the sales are Thursday
and Friday mornings. It takes all kinds to help,
those that can do some lifting to those that need
to sit. From doing the duties above to greeting
our customers, yes much like Walmart.
We have done this for so many years it is a well
greased process and everything offers guidelines
as well as seasoned volunteers teach and guide
you as you start.
Please keep us in mind to your friends and neighbors considering a move. We take so much of the
stress out of it as well as getting rid of those items
they no longer want or can keep.
If you’d like to volunteer please email Nikki Harrison at nikkiharrison45@gmail.com

Prayer:
God, thank You for all the blessings You have given me. I want to live a life that honors You and is
generous with what I have. Guide me to opportunities where I can fulfill others’ needs with my
time, my belongings, and my finances. Help me
to serve those around me with a generous heart, a
heart that reflects Your nature. In Jesus’ name,
Amen.

Neighbors in Need (NIN) Update
BEHOLD! Our Good Shepherd family did outstanding in supporting the UCC Neighbors in
Need Special Collection. One third of $1912.50
will support CAIM (Council for American Indian
Ministry) and the remainder will go toward this
year's focus on economic justice due to rising inflation. Thank you from the bottom of our
hearts ---

I have offered this prayer and some quotes from
my Daily Devotional for this Stewardship Message.

The Mission, Service and Justice Team

Love in Christ,
Pam Irvin
Stewardship Committee
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November Offerings in Our New Studio
Come join us in the new studio for a time of creative expression and good fellowship. The following
opportunities begin in November. Contact information is listed with each class.
~ Quilting Team
Our wonderful fiber artists on the Quilting Team will meet on the 1st and 3rd Thursday in the studio
where their equipment and supplies will now be located. They will meet at 9:30 am. Beginning date
November 3. Contact Kay Novak to find out their exact start date if you are interested in being a part
of this team. jknovak62@gmail.com
~ It's Time to Say What You Have Always Wanted to Say! with L J Menzel
Join an ongoing writing group to express what matters to you, what you want to pass along. Choose to
start on Nov 9 or on a later date and join in and catch up. Feel free to come early at noon with a bag
lunch while we share poetry or writing that inspires us.
November 9 – December 28.
Wednesday afternoons: 1 – 3
Please contact LJ Menzel at ljcorrellmenzel@gmail.com if you would like to attend.
~ This is My Story, This is My Song with Rebecca McElfresh
Come to the studio to explore the visual images that might tell the stories of your lived experiences.
We will use collage to create a unified image of many smaller images that help to tell your story. NO
PRIOR SKILL OR SPECIAL ABILITIES NEEDED. We will create individual collages and one group
piece for display in the Redman Room. For real....this is a great place to experience the studio in a
completely non-threatening way. I promise.
We will meet on Thursday afternoons from 1:00 - 3:30 pm on Nov 3, 10, 17.
Please contact Rebecca if you would like to attend. rmcelfreshucc@gmail.com
~ Open Writing Studio with Marge Saiser
OPEN WRITE is time and space set aside for the writing you want to do. Marge Saiser will be there at
1:30 in the Studio (next to Room 5) and we’ll talk a bit about writing, there will be prompts available if
you like, or simply write about a topic you want to write on. If you’ve never written a bit—great!—you
are welcomed with open arms! If you are in the midst of a big writing project—great!—we’ll give you
encouragement and space. Drop in as you are able, Mondays at 1:30 beginning November 28. Marge
will stay until 3:30, but you leave according to your own schedule. Try out the Open Write! More details available at 402-450-0513.

Donations of Containers Needed for the Studio ~ Can you help?
There are several items that many of us have at home already or that could be collected in the weeks
ahead that will be so useful at the studio. We are in need of containers that will be used for water,
paint, glue etc. Tall cottage cheese or sour cream containers without the lids are the best but plastic
Starbucks cups are also helpful. Flat plastic containers from frozen entrees like
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Javarita Coffeehouse: 22nd Annual Concert Series
The Javarita Coffeehouse Concert Series is the best kept secret and bargain in the
Santa Cruz Valley. Held usually one Friday (or more) each month, starting at 7pm at
The Good Shepherd UCC (17750 S. La Canada in Sahuarita). Tickets can be purchased
on the night of the concert, at the door for $10 to $25 (depending on the show). This
is an all-volunteer organization and a ministry of The Good Shepherd UCC dedicated to
supporting and enjoying live roots, acoustic music. Questions? Contact Randy Mayer
at 625-1375.
November 11, 2022, Wally Lawder. Wally is a well established singer songwriter in the Tucson area. With a crooner vocal delivery and a troubadour style,
he accompanies himself on guitar and ukulele. Word has it that he will be moving to New Mexico, so come and hear him before he departs. wallylawder.com
Tix $10
December 9, 2022, Friday, 7pm: Desert Christmas Extravaganza.
Come to a magnificent celebration with a variety of music and performers, as well as some Mexican Hot Chocolate, Christmas Treats and some
fun arts and crafts for the young and young at heart. tix $10

January 13, 2023, Friday, 7pm: Sparky and Rhonda Rucker. A true
American cultural treasure, the modern day troubadour husband and
wife duo, Sparky and Rhonda have been faithfully carrying on the roots
and blues music as storytellers, historians, folklorists, educators, social
activists and blues performers for as long as a tree is tall. Today they
are two of the most important voices in American traditional folk and
roots and blues music. www.sparkyandrhonda.com
tix $20
Jan 14, 2023, Saturday, 7pm: Common Ground on the Border Community Concert. A variety of performances from our Common Ground community. Expect everything from drumming, the blues, country, old time, Mariachi
–you Family that has assembled for the weekend. tix $10

Jan 20, 2023, Saturday, 7pm: Tommy and Saundra O’Sullivan Concert. Acclaimed as “one of the great contemporary folk voices of Ireland”. Tommy O’Sullivan, “stellar guitarist”, has remained one of the hidden treasures of traditional Irish music for many years. Tommy and Saundra will bring some of their best tunes that they regularly sing at their celebrated O’Sullivan’s Courthouse Pub in Dingle, County Kerry.
www.tommyandsaundra.com tix $15
Continued on Next Page
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Javarita Coffeehouse: 22nd Annual Concert Series
Continued…
Feb 10, 2023, Friday, 7pm: Larry Worster and Friends. Larry will combine forces with his growing circle of friends in Green Valley for a night of
folk, rock, blues, and even a little country music in the best spirit of community collaboration! tix $15

Mar 10, 2023, Friday, 7pm: Joe Troop and Friends. Joe is a Grammy
nominated artist who is well known in the bluegrass world as a multiinstrumentalist wiz, but loves to run with the incredible rhythms, harmonies and musicians of Latin America. He will undoubtedly show up with a
pack of incredible musicians, and a pocket full of new songs and stories.
www.joetroop.com Tix--$25
April 14, 2023, Friday, 7pm: Lisa and Diane. The dynamic duo will be
returning to Arizona on a Concert Tour. They are well loved performers
that present a perfect blend of hot jazz, sultry blues and cabaret. Otey's
piano and vocals are hot and steamy. Van Deurzen sings sweetly.
www.owlsnestmusic.com Tix--$15

Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network-An organization that The
Good Shepherd supports with time, talents and financially

The October 20 TIHAN Poz Cafe was a huge success.
Your kind and generous donations allowed the three participating faith organizations—The Good
Shepherd UCC, Congregation M’Kor Hayim and St. Paul’s United Methodist Church—to provide lunch
and care packages to 180 care partners. There will be funds available for helping with the December
gifting event and leftover monies to seed next year’s participation in the October 2023 luncheon.

Due to The Good Shepherd’s donations we were able to afford the inflated costs this year. We originally anticipated a 25% increase but actually realized a 30% increase in products for care packages. In addition there was an increase in attendees more than projected. The largest increases were for laundry
detergent and deodorant!
Thank you again for your continued support of TIHAN (Tucson Interfaith HIV/AIDS Network) and the
care and concern for TIHAN and it’s programs to support the care partners.
Dale Jones/Rex Crouse
The Good Shepherd liaisons
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MISSION GIFT FAIR ~ DECEMBER 4, 2002
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ Annual Alternative Gift Mission Fair coming December 4, 2022. The Annual Mission Fair is our opportunity for our church to support organizations in our region that share our mission and values and who serve the people of our community. This
year we have three (3) well-deserving charities from which to choose. On December 4 th representatives from each charity will be at The Good Shepherd in the classroom area to explain and answer
questions about the work of their organization. Don’t Miss It!

Amado Youth Center
https://facebook.com/amadoyouthcenter
The Amado Youth Center began as a place to help give kids in our rural community something to do with their time. It has quickly, through the generous support
of volunteers and community partners, become a busy hub of activity. From gardening to earning a red belt in martial arts, the youth center offers opportunities
at every age group and is continually growing in its understanding of area youth
and how to best meet their needs.

Casa De La Misericordia y de Todas las Naciones https://facebook.com/Casa-De-LaMisericordia-y-de-Todas-las-Naciones-1045724705512316/
The House of Mercy for All Nations is a place of refuge for migrants from anywhere waiting to make the passage through to the United States. It is a place of learning for migrant
children. It is a place of hope for people who ought to be hopeless but aren’t. Randy
Mayer and many Good Shepherd folks have volunteered here often throughout the
years. The mission is what keeps the migrants alive and in good spirits as they wait.

The Probigua Scholarship Fund http://www.probigua.com/about.htm
Their vision is a world lit by learning. Their mission is to develop our students' communicative competency in Spanish, doing so in the most effective, personalized, flexible and
affordable ways that modern teaching theories and technology make possible - then leveraging this to provide work for our maestras and learning opportunities for our children
in rural areas of Guatemala. Good Shepherd has contributed to Probigua for many years
under the leadership of the late Dee and Pres Johnson.
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Congratulations on Your

Best Wishes for a

Anniversary

Happy Birthday!

Marilyn Townley

11/01

Paul Chaffee

11/06

Jan Diers

11/06

Kelly Frieders

11/07

Kay Kennard

11/08

Anita Landess

11/08

Sam McElwaine

11/09

Clare Renoux

11/12

Bill Cochran

11/16

Bill Kinkead

11/18

Ruthanna Higley

11/19

Sandy Lindahl

11/19

Paula Welch-Eilts

11/24

Donna Worland

11/30

Barbara Buesing

11/30

Connie & John Aglione

11/06

Donn & Ruthanna Higley

11/26

Paul & Gail Chaffee

11/28

Common Ground on
the Border 2023
We are happy to announce that plans are underway for the in-person version of Common
Ground on the Border, to be held January 12-14,
2023. We will again offer border immersion experience through field trips and border lectures,
all while learning about our border region
through music and art. Please mark these dates
on your calendar. More details will follow soon.

If you have not seen your special day
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter,
please contact Amy if you would like to update
your record.
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Sahuarita Food Bank & Community Resource Center

Open House Is Around the Corner
Finally, we are ready for an open house to share our building with you,
our Good Shepherd Church Community and the larger community.
We owe a special thank you to members and friends of The Good
Shepherd for the financial assistance and overall encouragement you
provided in the construction of the building. To those of you who are new to The Good Shepherd, we really look
forward to welcoming you.
Since the building was completed in January, you may be thinking that it’s high time for some kind of opening
and public acknowledgement. We were ready to show the building a long time ago, but we wanted to be fully up
and running, so that everyone could see what this Center for Food, Health, and Learning is all about.
We now have our partners in place, including Pima County’s Community and Workforce Development, Valley
Assistance Services, and Ron Bryant, our advocate for veterans to receive the disability benefits to which they are
entitled. These partners and many others are making this a true local one-stop hub for services.
We had great support from multiple sources for our Capital Campaign. We are pleased to report that as of August
first only $550,000 remains against the total building and equipment cost of nearly $5 million. We are working
hard to eliminate this balance to give us more funding for additional food to continue our fight against hunger
and to support multiple programs seeking to deliver economic well-being to our clients. Your contributions are
always welcomed.
Join us on November 18 to celebrate where we are today, with self-guided tours, activities for the kiddos, music
of all types, free food trucks, a short program at 5:30 and a bit of a surprise!
Penny Pestle
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TGS Administrative Team Minutes
September 13, 2022- 3:00
Present: Nancy Bowen, Rebecca McElfresh, Randy Mayer, Kathy Babcock, Rick Irvin, SuEllen Shaw, Dennis St. John
1. Opening prayer- -Rebecca
2. Minutes: The August minutes were approved.3. Rick: Treasurer’s report:
August income = $25,939; expenses = $32,002; YTD income = $311,991; expenses = $262,276 Rick has sent a letter to the
IRS detailing the refund TGS received and its deposit. Rick does not expect to hear soon from the IRS. A $50,000 CD has
been renewed for 1 year.
The UCF is valued at $25,747 as of August 31.
4. Nancy Bowen: Finance team’s report.
The Committee approved applying for a Waldensian Grant to help fund the purchase of a new vehicle for the Samaritans. Major capital expenses are behind us and the church is currently in a good financial position.
5. Dennis St. John: Facilities report:
Dennis will check on the delay in receiving the courtyard fence locks. The railing is being painted. Paver repair is still open.
Special paver cutting equipment is necessary to shape the pavers to fit. A water filter has been purchased for the ice machine.
Rick reported the Kitchen Team will meet Sept. 17 to inventory the kitchen supplies. Rebecca requested the Team consider
coordinating refreshments two evenings for Common Ground on the Border.
Randy announced the neighboring home owners’ association will meet in the sanctuary Sunday Sept. 18 at 1:00 p.m.
6. Other committee updates:
Information on CRC Programs: Dennis distributed the program list for our information; there will be some overlap with the
SOAR planning.
7. Old Business:
The Schedule for SOAR Strategic planning was approved. Rebecca will try to zoom with us Oct.11.
Planning sessions: September 13, (3:30-5:00) September 28 (2:00-3:30), October 11 (3:30-5:00), and October 26 (2:00-3:30)
November 12th Leadership Summit: The leadership list was approved. The letter inviting participation was approved after
minimal feedback. Dennis will call invitees for their response after the letter goes out this week.
February 18, 2023, Full congregation summit: The announcement and posting of the date will go on the calendar and in the
monthly newsletter.
8. New Business:
Clarice Renoux asked about name tags and 0n-line directories.
The Admin Team agreed that an on-line directory was a breach of privacy for our members, subjecting all to the possibility of
unwanted ads and scammers. We will continue to use our paper directory.
The EWI Team handles the name tags.
Dennis will respond to Clarice and invite her to join the EWI team. He will also notify Judy Bischoff of Clarice’s interest and
concerns.
Leslie DeGrassi questioned the use of a web page for document storage and response.
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The team decided to keep the page up at least until Mary Martin’s return when we might explore its use further with her guidance.
Intruder Workshop Sept. 15
Our insurance company invited our participation in an active shooter/intruder workshop. Joan Brubaker has facilitated two
such workshops in our church. She has agreed to attend the upcoming workshop on our behalf.
9. Pastor reports:
Randy Mayer:
September 18 is our first Sunday that masks will be optional. We continue to encourage people to be current with their vaccinations .
There is a new singer in the choir and in the band. Randy is working with Keenan on choir recruitment and the music program.
Kay Jean is ready to retire. Ads have been placed in newspapers and online for a pianist; Kay Jean will be hard to replace.
Randy has been quite busy with pastoral care.
Randy and Rebecca meet once a week to plan for the upcoming season, programs, care, etc.
Coffee hours following church services start in October.
Randy will attend a Waldensian meeting in NC in October.
Visitors from the UCC are coming shortly, exploring our church’s ministry at the Border.
Randy is attending a Community Awards program Sept. 13 that will recognize Sue Eaton for her work with the food band and
Shura Wallin for her work with the Samaritans.
Coffee houses will resume in November.
Rebecca McElfresh:
Rebecca’s attendance at Chautauqua made her proud of our coffee house format and schedule. She suggested also an open
mic night might be a possibility for one program.
She had several different opportunities to share the Border ministry of our church, which resulted in one woman from the
Christian Science Church bringing her a $300 check, dedicated to this ministry. Rebecca also delivered brochures about CGB
at the Chautauqua.
Registration for CGB is picking up with 6 more registrants since our last meeting.
She emphasized the activity of the Care Team, which is reaching out to extended family members of our deceased or hurting
members, broadening the care beyond immediate family.
Rebecca also re-emphasized the book Signs of Emergence for our study as we begin our strategic planning.
She and Randy have begun planning for Advent.
10. Next Administrative and SOAR planning meeting: October 11
11. Closing Prayer—Randy
Respectfully submitted,
SuEllen Shaw, Secretary
12

