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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.  
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation. 

Common Ground  

on the Border 
 
 

There are just a few days left to register for Com-
mon Ground on the Border.  Your ticket includes 
a field trip on Thursday, Friday morning gather-
ing session with Pedro Goycolea, concerts on Fri-
day and Saturday evenings, two evening meals, 
classes on Friday and Saturday afternoons, and 
the border lectures on Saturday morning..  The 
cost has been reduced this year and is only 
$100.00.   The deadline for full participa-
tion is January 4th.   Opportunity to pur-
chase tickets for the border lectures and the con-
certs will be at the door only.  Visit the web site 
to register:  
www.commongroundontheborder.wordpress.co
m 

 
 
Well, here is our chance!  How 'bout a chair 
named for you! 
 
We're looking forward to another engaging and 
successful annual stewardship season as we live 
our campaign theme "From Bread and Cup to 
Faith and Giving.” Celebration Sunday when we 
consecrate our gifts of support is January 29th; 
hopefully we'll be able to celebrate this coming 
year while sitting with new tables and chairs! 
 
For your Stewardship Team,  
Hathaway Cornelius 

Stewardship Message 
 
Members and Friends of The Good Shepherd, 
 
With a high level of excitement, your Steward-
ship Team will be soon launching our annual 
campaign to raise the funds necessary to operate 
our beloved church for the coming year and to 
continue providing for the many 'inreach' and 
'outreach' missions The Good Shepherd sup-
ports.  Stewardship pledges constitute about 
80% of the support for the budget; for 2022 this 
was projected to be $325,000.  And to the joy of 
all(!), we actually received $347,700 in pledges, 
and through November, almost 99% of the 
planned target has been realized.  Given Covid 
and the associated turmoil of these past three 
years, this is pretty amazing and we all have 
something to be proud about. 
 
For 2023, we will be asked to extend our reach a 
bit to meet the initial projection of near 
$365,000 for our 2023 Stewardship Pledges. If 
the experience of the past many years is an accu-
rate guide, the generosity of our congregation 
will meet this challenge with flying colors. 
 
At the December Church Administrative Team 
meeting, the suggestion of replacing the well-
worn tables and chairs in the Redman Room was 
raised... Eight tables and 60 chairs is estimated 
to cost about $11,500.  For those of us who at-
tended college or university, remember that 
many departments had a sponsored 'chair' fund-
ed by a generous alum?   

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
http://www.commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com
http://www.commongroundontheborder.wordpress.com
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The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 

Minister of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Growth:  

Rev. Rebecca McElfresh 

Director of Faith Formation for Children & Youth:  

Alejandra  Rosas 

CWS Immigration Organizer:  Rev. Noel Andersen 

Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money: 

Nancy Ackley 

Music Director:   Keenan Elijah Dolan 

Music Director of the Band:  Larry Worster 

Pianist:   Rada Neal    

Pianist Emeritus: Kay Jean Moore 

Custodian:  Severo Rivas 

Administrator:  Amy Dillemuth 

Webmaster:  Leslie DeGrassi 

Newsletter Editor:   Mary Chapman 

  
 

Executive Committee 

Moderator:  Dennis St John 

Moderator elect:  Kathy Babcock 

Treasurer:  Rick Irvin 

Council Secretary: SuEllen Shaw 
 

Administrative Area Facilitators 

Facilities:   

Finance:  Nancy Bowen 

Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 
 

Program Area Facilitators 

Welcome and Inclusion Team:    

Intentional Caring Team:  Linda Redfield 

Mission Service and Justice Team:   

Mike Nagle 

Spiritual Growth Team:  Susan Hill 

Newsletter Deadline  
FEBRUARY 2023 ISSUE 

 
THURSDAY,  January 16, 2022 

 
Send items to Mary Chapman at 

mchapman15@cox.net 

 

Taizé 
 

 

January Taizé  will  take place on 
the 11th at 5:00.  A beautiful way 
to start the year.  Hope to see you 
there.  

Rosemary Stoltenberg 

Basic Bible Class  

Sunday mornings between 

services 10:10 a.m. to 

11:10 a.m.  
 

Have you ever had a New Year's resolution to 
read the bible from cover to cover?  In January 
the Sunday morning Basic Bible Class will begin 
studying the book of Genesis and continue this 
book through April.  There is a textbook availa-
ble if you would like to do more in depth study 
on your own or you can attend the Sunday 
morning classes with no prep. I am looking for 
a  co-leader so we can have the class every 
week.  I have access to many videos and easy 
lesson plans so there would be little prep when I 
am gone.  Small groups are a great way to get to 
know people and grow in faith with others.  
Questions?  Contact Janet Carter wisconsin-
janet@yahoo.com  715-252-6875.  

Spark Studio:   

Spiriting Creative Community  
 
We are so delighted to have had so many partici-
pate in our classes in our new Spark Studio and 
we are hearing that these opportunities to join 
with others in the exploration of thoughts, emo-
tions, and creative expression have been very val-
uable.  Some have been creating visual images 
and learning about creativity while some have 
been creating images in word.  Another group of 
writers gather to support one another in their on-
going writing practices.  The studio will pause 
over the holidays and will pick up again in Janu-
ary.  Watch the weekly emails for information 
about classes and instructions for signing up for 
them.   

mailto:wisconsinjanet@yahoo.com
mailto:wisconsinjanet@yahoo.com
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Immersion Trip To Guatemala  
 
We are looking forward to making a trip to Gua-
temala March 19 -April 2, to spend time in beau-
tiful Antigua, Guatemala and study Spanish at 
the Probigua Language School.  We will have a 
meeting in mid-January to answer questions and 
being to make plans.  Rigoberto the director of 
Probigua, wrote me recently to let me know that 
the costs will be $160 a week for 4 hours of in-
struction each day, and the cost for food and 
lodging is $175 per week.  So start putting these 
dates on your calendar and polishing up your 
Spanish.  If you have questions or interest please 
contact Rev. Randy Mayer 
bienshphrd@aol.com.  
 

Circle of Friends Dinners 
Circle of Friends dinners are like a mini-potluck 
in someone’s home. The purpose is to become 
better acquainted with Good Shepherd people in 
a small social comfortable setting. You simply 
sign up on the sheet on the narthex bulletin 
board and specify to be a host or guest. If you are 
a host, you plan the main course and phone the 
guests to ask if they would bring an appetizer, 
vegetable, salad or dessert. If you are a guest, you 
prepare one part of the meal.   
 
We are trying something a bit different by giving 
the host a range of dates rather than one specific 
day which we hope will give more flexibility and 
allow more people to get involved. If you would 
like to form your own group rather than have 
people assigned to you, you can do that. Just let 
one of us know who you have invited. 
  
The 2023 dates are:  

 January 2023 week of the 15th  
 February week of the 19th  
 March week of the 19th  
 April week of the 16th  

Please do plan to join in the fun. Either sign up to 
be a host or a guest.  
 
If you have questions call Mary Ferland 520-398-
7178 or Flo Mayer 406-459-2749  

Women's Retreat   

Save the Date ~ March 14, 15, and 16 
 
We are delighted to announce that we have dates 
set for our next women's retreat.  We remember a 
wonderful experience in 2019 and we know how 
hard it has been to wait for a chance to retreat 
again.  So, mark your calendars for March 14, 15, 
and 16.  We will arrive at the Redemptorist Cen-
ter north of Tucson on the afternoon of the 14th 
and we'll depart before lunch on the 16th.  More 
details will follow and registration will open in 
late January.  We so look forward to this time of 
rest, renewal and healing. 

 

    

 Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 

 
Rick Irvin    01/01  

Pam Irvin     01/01   

Kit Humphries   01/02 

Vern Wing    01/04   

Margie Brewer   01/09  

Jim Barrett    01/13   

Mary Olney-Loyd   01/16  

John Aglione    01/20  

Gary Geroux    01/22  

Sally Culler    01/26  

Marge Saiser    01/26  

Jim Furber    01/30  

Congratulations on Your 

Anniversary 
 

 

 

 

 

Larry & Bobbi Menefee  01/09 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to update 
your record. 

mailto:bienshphrd@aol.com
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Great Javarita Coffeehouse Concerts in January  
 
January 13, 2023, Friday, 7pm: Sparky and Rhonda Rucker. A true 
American cultural treasure, the modern day troubadour husband and wife 
duo, Sparky and Rhonda have been faithfully carrying on the roots and blues 
music as storytellers, historians, folklorists, educators, social activists and 
blues performers for as long as a tree is tall. Today they are two of the most 
important voices in American traditional folk and roots and blues music. 
www.sparkyandrhonda.com tix $20  
 

 
Jan 14, 2023, Saturday, 7pm: Common Ground on the Border Community Concert. A va-
riety of performances from our Common Ground community. Expect everything from drumming, the 
blues, country, old time, Mariachi –you Family that has assembled for the weekend. tix $10   
 
Jan 20, 2023, Saturday, 7pm: Tommy and Saundra O’Sullivan Con-
cert. Acclaim ed as “one of the great contemporary folk voices of Ireland”. 
Tommy O’Sullivan, “stellar guitarist”, has remained one of the hidden treas-
ures of traditional Irish music for many years. Tommy and Saundra will bring 
some of their best tunes that they regularly sing at their celebrated Sullivan's 
Courthouse Pub in Dingle. www.tommyandsaundra.com tix $15 
 

http://www.sparkyandrhonda.com
http://www.tommyandsaundra.com
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Estate & Patio Sales News 
 

We'll hold our first sale of the new year on January 9-13 in Madera Reserve.  This 
will be a big sale as they aren't taking much with them and we'll need lots of 
help.  So please clear your calendar and plan to be there. It's a beautiful house 
with  beautiful things. More details later. 
 
Next sale will be the week of January 23-27 and the patio sale will be February 27- March 4th. From 
here on the Men's Group and Women's Fellowship are joining forces for all sales and pooling resources 
and monies.  It will be a nice partnership for everyone.  

 
Do you have storage space in your garage?  The Estate & Patio Sales  team  needs space 
from now until the Patio Sale in March.   Many Estate Sale clients want their items leftover from their 
sale to go to the Good Shepherd for the Spring Patio Sale and we urgently need more storage space.   
 

 
TGS Admin Team  

Nov. 8, 2022 Minutes 
Members  present:  Dennis St. John, Rebecca McElfresh, Nancy Bowen, Rick Irvin, SuEllen Shaw, Randy Mayer 
Dennis called the meeting to order at 3:30. Randy offered the opening prayer.  Minutes of the Oct. meeting were approved. 
 
Rick reported the church’s financial position is strong:  Total income for Oct. was $24,396 and total expenses were $36,086 
for a net of ($11,689).  YTD, income was $357,859 and expenses were $325,913 for a net of $31,946.  The undesignated 
cash position of TGS was $162,096. 
 
Nancy noted the Finance Team recommended adding a gift from the church to the amount collected in the “whip around” 
for Kay Jean.  She moved and Dennis seconded that the Admin Team approve the gift.  The motion was approved.  Person-
nel reviews are in progress.  When they are completed, the salary recommendations will be incorporated into the proposed 
budget. 
 
Dennis reported on maintenance projects completed and in progress.   
 
In another committee report, Nancy clarified the Women’s Fellowship Estate Sales and the Men’s Fellowship Patio Sale are 
joining forces..   
 
Rick and Pam are planning another Café Justo trip in January as part of the Common Ground on the Border program. 
 
Plans for the SOAR Leadership Workshop Nov. 12 were reviewed and finalized, as well as the advertising needs for the 
greater February workshop. 
 
In Randy’s report, he noted the move to two services feels good and has worked well. Rada Neal has been hired as the pia-
nist. In addition, five people joined the congregation this month.  He is working on two grant applications—one to the Wal-
densians for $60,000 and one to St. Margaret’s Foundation in Maryland for $8,000. Both are Border-related grants.  He not-
ed that the American Waldensian group will hold its May conference for 2023 at TGS. Plans are progressing for the start of 
the Spanish classes, and he is planning a trip to Guatemala, as well as supporting the scholarship program at Probigua.. 
 Rebecca noted the first studio class is in progress, a three-week class on collage.  A writing class will start shortly as well as 
class on creativity.  She announced the site of the Women’s Retreat March 14 & 15, 2023:  Redemptorist Renewal Center in 
Tucson. She also noted the Advent Series is in place. 
 
Rebecca and her husband, Jim, have donated a pottery communion set to TGS in memory of Rebecca’s mother. 
 
Rebecca offered the closing prayer. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, SuEllen Shaw, Secretary  


