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Our Mission Statement: 
The Good Shepherd United Church of Christ welcomes all as we strive to be disciples, 

boldly living as God’s witnesses and celebrating our intergenerational and multicultural life together.  
The Good Shepherd is an Open and Affirming Congregation. 

Meet Our New Moderator!  
 
I'd like to introduce someone who really doesn't 
need any introduction to our congregation, as 
she's been a member of The Good Shepherd 
since 2005 - our current Moderator-Elect, 
Kathy Babcock.  You will be electing her as 
Moderator at the upcoming Annual Meeting, 
March 12th.  As Moderator she is the secular 
head of The Good Shepherd, and represents us 
at various official functions in addition to lead-
ing us in congregational activities.  
 
Kathy has been an active member of The Good 
Shepherd since she and her late partner Ed 
Lord moved to Green Valley in 2005. Their pre-
vious home had been a navy blue 37' Beneteau 
ketch, aptly name ‘journey,’  sailing in Mexican 
waters for three years. Upon arriving in Green 
Valley, Kathy and Ed joined Samaritans which 
opened new experiences and encounters in the 
borderlands. Kathy headed the Mission, Service 
and Justice team at The Good Shepherd;  plus 
served on the previous Strategic Planning com-
mittee and volunteered at Casa de la Misericor-
dia.  
 
Her previous career included teaching English, 
running her own communications company and 
working in communications for a high-tech 
company in Silicon Valley. She is originally 
from Golden, Colorado.  
 
Please take time to welcome Kathy into her new 
position!  

Church Patio Sale! 

Friday-Saturday, March 3-4 
 
The Good Shepherd Church Patio Sale returns 
after a few years’ hiatus, and this will be a BIG 
one!   We have storage units filled with goodies!     
 
Volunteers welcome!  If you’d like to volunteer,  
come to the church, wear your nametag and 
someone will find you a team to work with and/
or sale day time slot.  People who can lift heavy 
items are in short supply!  The entire church, ex-
cept the sanctuary, will be designated for particu-
lar items.  If you have brown masking tape and a 
black marker pen or black ink pen bring them. 
 
If you’d like to donate items please drop them off 
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, February 27th

-29th between 8-12 inside the gated area on the 
side of the church. All items are welcome except 
large appliances and no mattresses.  
 
Items included are:  furniture, patio furniture, 
linens, books & puzzles, kitchen, art & collecti-
bles, odds & ends like lamps, knick knacks, etc. 
electronics, clothing, jewelry, tools of all kinds.  
 
SETUP:  M-Th, Feb. 27-March 2, 8-Noon 
DONATIONS:  M-Th, Feb 27-March 2, 8-Noon 
SALE DAYS:  F, March 3, 8-Noon, Sat, March 4, 
8-11 

Questions?  Pickup of large items:   
Tom Buinicky, foregolfe@comcast.net  

or Rick Adshead,  radsheadrick@gmail.com.   
 

Come  & Help!  Donate!  Shop the Sale! 

http://www.thegoodshepherducc.org/
mailto:foregolfe@comcast.net
mailto:adsheadrick@gmail.com
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The Good Shepherd  
United Church of Christ 

 
Senior Minister:   Rev. Randy J. Mayer 

Minister of Pastoral Care & Spiritual Growth:  

Rev. Rebecca McElfresh 

Director of Faith Formation for Children & Youth:  

Alejandra  Rosas 

CWS Immigration Organizer:  Rev. Noel Andersen 

Commissioned Minister of Faith & Money: 

Nancy Ackley 

Music Director:   Keenan Elijah Dolan 

Music Director of the Band:  Larry Worster 

Pianist:   Rada Neal    

Pianist Emeritus: Kay Jean Moore 

Custodian:  Severo Rivas 

Administrator:  Amy Dillemuth 

Webmaster:  Leslie DeGrassi 

Newsletter Editor:   Mary Chapman 

  
 

Executive Committee 

Moderator:  Dennis St John 

Moderator elect:  Kathy Babcock 

Treasurer:  Rick Irvin 

Council Secretary: SuEllen Shaw 
 

Administrative Area Facilitators 

Facilities:   

Finance:  Nancy Bowen 

Stewardship:  Hathaway Cornelius 
 

Program Area Facilitators 

Welcome and Inclusion Team:    

Intentional Caring Team:  Linda Redfield 

Mission Service and Justice Team:   

Mike Nagle 

 

Newsletter Deadline  
APRIL ISSUE 

 
THURSDAY,  MARCH  16 

 
Send items to Mary Chapman at 

mchapman15@cox.net 

From the Associate Pastor for Pastoral 

Care and Spiritual  Growth  
 
I am so grateful for the work of our CARE Team 
and our Stephen Ministers who provide support 
for those who are experiencing some of the 
stresses that life brings at times.  Kay Novak de-
signs beautiful cards and our CARE Team mem-
bers put them together so that our congregation 
receives hand-made cards that are created with 
love as they are made.  Many thanks go to Fran-
cine and George Gilmore who have taken on the 
work of arranging for meals to be delivered to 
those who need a little extra help following sur-
gery or serious illness.  If you would be willing to 
be one of those meal creators that Francine and 
George can call when there is a need, please let 
them know or sign the "Meal Train" volunteer 
List found on the bulletin board.  Many thanks to 
Linda Redfield for her work coordinating the 
Care Team. 
 
Have you been hearing the buzz about the new 
Spark Studio?  I have been hearing such wonder-
ful feedback about the way in which our classes 
are providing opportunities for good fellowship, 
discussions that promote our spiritual growth, 
learning of new creative skills, and just plain fun!  
The studio is in use every weekday now and some 
days we have classes both morning and after-
noon.  Be looking for information about a few 
"pop up" classes that will be offered in April.  
These classes will offer an experience in the stu-
dio that will be only a few hours long, meeting 
only once.  This will give you the opportunity to 
try a studio experience.  Remember, NO prior 
experience is necessary to participate in these 
classes.  Spark Studio is a safe, welcoming envi-
ronment and is a "no judgement zone" with re-
gard to your level of skill.   
 
Classes have a small supply fee to cover the cost 
of some of the consumable material.  If you are 
interested in donating to the Studio so that we 
can continue to expand our offerings, just write a 
check to The Good Shepherd and put Spark Stu-
dio in the memo line.  Finally, many thanks to 
our current facilitators who are providing classes 
for our enrichment:  Gail Frank, Rebecca 
McElfresh, LJ Menzel, Marge Saiser, Carol St. 
John, and Suzy Webber.   
 
Warmly, 
Rebecca 
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Looking for a few good folks!   

Finance Team  
 
A key to the successful operation of The Good 
Shepherd, as with any well-run organization, is 
our Finance Team.  The Team oversees the devel-
opment and monitoring of budgets, bank ac-
counts, major contracts, investment activities, 
accounting practices, audit programs, insurance, 
fiscal policies, memorial gifts and other matters 
bearing on the financial security of the Church. 
Working with the Treasurer, Senior Pastor, and 
other leaders of our Church, the Team prepares a 
budget for consideration by the Administrative 
Team for approval by the congregation at the 
March Annual Meeting.  The Team meets month-
ly, either in person or electronically, in conjunc-
tion with the Church Admin Team meetings.  
 
The team has a strong core of returning veterans 
for 2023. To be replaced this year is the Team 
Chair, thus an individual with finance and/or ac-
counting background would be exceptional.  The 
expected term of service is three years (until the 
2026 Annual Meeting), but can be adjusted to 
meet personal circumstances.  
 
Please contact the Church Treasurer Rick Irvin 
(520.304.1816, RMIrvin46@gmail.com), or one 
of the team members, Richard Himbury 
(580.763.3259, rlhimbury@att.net), or Rich Hill 
(970. 231.4532, resghill@gmail.com), or the 
'retiring' current Chair, Nancy Bowen 
(520.404.2523, neunelf@fastmail.net),  if you 
have questions about the position and duties.  
 
Hathaway Cornelius, Chair, Nominating Commit-
tee (541.921.4792, neunelf@fastmail.net)  

 

Javarita Coffee House Presents 

Larry Worster & Friends 

Friday, March 10, 7pm 
 

Mar 10, 2023, Friday, 7pm: Larry Worster 
and Friends. Larry will combine forces 
with his growing circle of friends in Green 
Valley for a night of folk, rock, blues, and 
even a little country music in the best spir-
it of community collaboration! tix $15  

Holy Week Schedule  
 

Easter and Holy Week are just around the 

corner. Here is a quick look at what to  

expect  

 
April 6—Maunday Thursday—6:00pm 
 
April 7 —Good Friday —12:00 Noon 
 
April 9 —Easter Sunday —9:00 & 11:15 

Sunday Forum Redux 
 
The Sunday Forum will return on March 26!  
Many have been missing these regular presenta-
tions on important topics that brought us togeth-
er as a congregation with challenges for our 
thinking and opportunities to act. 
 
Details are still coming together, thanks to a 
group of church members who’ve volunteered to 
get started again.  As the plans develop, please 
watch for more info in the weekly bulletins and 
announcements. 

Good Shepherd Annual Congregational Meeting 

Sunday March 12th at 4:00pm 
 

All are invited to attend our Annual Meeting, 
where we review last year's activities and look 
forward to all that is ahead of us. We will vote on 
our 2023 budget as well as our new officers and 
team members. You won't want to miss it. Annu-
al Reports are available on our website and in 
the Narthex at the church. 

mailto:RMIrvin46@gmail.com
mailto:rlhimbury@att.net
mailto:resghill@gmail.com
mailto:neunelf@fastmail.net
mailto:neunelf@fastmail.net
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  Best Wishes for a  

     Happy Birthday! 

 
 

Glen Harrison    03/05 

Chuck Tomhave   03/01  

Fran Collins    03/07 

Sue Palfrey    03/10 

Tom Tilley    03/12 

Karen Keim    03/12 

Del Brewer    03/13 

Roger Kleckner   03/19 

Carrie Scheufler   03/21 

Janis Bennett   03/24 

Kate Shannon   03/25 

Chris Harrison   03/25 

Beverly Travers   03/28 

Ron Simon    03/29 

Steve Smith    03/29 

 

Congratulations on Your 

Anniversary 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eddie & Clare Renoux  03/20  

Jill & Gary Reid   03/27 

If you have not seen your special day 
(birthday/anniversary) in the newsletter, 
please contact Amy if you would like to update 
your record. 

Stewardship Message 
 

From Bread & Cup to Faith & Giving! Through 
Wednesday, February 15th, four weeks into our stew-
ardship campaign for annual support to our beloved 
Church, we have received the promise of $366,198 
from 112 individuals, families, and households - excel-
lent participation reaching our pledge target of 
$365,000.  We are hopeful that, with the additional 
commitments from those who have yet to share their 
decisions with us, we will further surpass our goal and 
be able to fund some presently unbudgeted capital 
improvements, in addition to fully supporting our 
planned mission and ministries this year. 
 
As we recently proclaimed in our Prayer of Dedica-
tion, God generously supplies all we need; goodness 
and grace follow us every day.  If we haven’t yet heard 
from you, we encourage you to make your pledge 
known as soon as possible as we respond to God’s 
Blessing on all of us. Each of us brings our special 
gifts and talents, and hopefully our best possible fi-
nancial support. If you hesitate because of uncertain-
ties for the coming year, be assured you can adjust 
your intentions by confidentially contacting the 
church office. 
 
With gratitude, your Stewardship Team 

Immersion Trip to  

Probigua Language School 
 
Pastor Randy Mayer will be leading a group of 7 to 8 
people to the Probigua Language School located in 
Antigua, Guatemala, in late March. The Good Shep-
herd has had a long time relationship with Probigua 
for more than 20 years. The group will stay with fami-
lies, study Spanish at the school in the mornings and 
take cultural and educational excursions in the after-
noons. In addition they will be able to visit some of 
the students who have received educational scholar-
ships from the Good Shepherd over the last few years. 
Keep them in your prayers.  

Taizé 
It was an especially nice Taizé in Febru-
ary with 28 in attendance. The singing 
sounds lovely with that many voices.  

With three services remaining before summer, per-
haps you’ll invite a guest. ( Some of you brought one 
in February.)  
 
You might put March 8, April 12 and May 10 on your 
calendar so you’ll hold those dates going forward—
always at 5:00.  We’ll be into Lent by the time March 8 
arrives.  Hope you will join us then. 
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One Great Hour of Sharing   
 

March 19 - Fourth Sunday of  Lent 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  

               
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Three Ways to Give: 
 

                   * Drop into the collection basket 
 

               * Mail to: The Good Shepherd UCC  17750 S La Cañada Drive Sahuarita, AZ 85629  

       * Donate directly and securely:  https://support.ucc.org/donate-now#  

          (Please select One Great Hour of Sharing on drop down menu and fill out the UCC Affiliation  

           on the following page.   We are the Southwest Conference). 

         

 
 

 

So let’s not allow ourselves to get fatigued doing good.  At the right time we will  
harvest a good crop if we don’t give up. 

                                            Galatians 6:9  

In Galatians, the Apostle Paul encourages followers of Jesus to generously help & care 
for others. Your generosity makes all the difference. Gifts to One Great Hour of sharing 
provide immediate and long-term support to people experiencing hunger, thirst, disaster 
or crisis around the world. 

As always, thank you for your generous donation, 
The Mission, Service and Justice Team 

Mike & Margie, Tom & Patti, Linda, Jean, and Carol 

https://support.ucc.org/donate-now
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Admin Team Minutes  
Jan. 18, 2023, 2 p.m.  

 
All members were present, except Rebecca McElfresh. 
 The opening prayer was offered by Randy Mayer. 
 The minutes of December 13, 2022, meeting were approved. 
 
 Rick Irvin, as treasurer, reported TGS finished 2022 in a strong position with major maintenance expenditures while maintaining 
a positive year: 
   YTD Actual  YTD Budget  Variance 

Gross Income $444,517  $419,000  $25,517 
Total Expenses $435,094  $423,944  $11,150 

 Net         9,423  $(   4,944)  $14,367 
 
The undesignated cash position of the church as of Dec. 31, 2022, was $197,839, which includes $27,107 in undesignated memo-
rials, $63,909 reserved for long term maintenance, and $32,935 in prepaid 2023 pledges. 
 
Team Reports: 
1. Nancy Bowen, reporting for the Finance Team, noted the church’s strong financial position in the black and that the budget 

proposal for 2023, after some minor tweaking when pledges are in, is nearly complete. 
 
2. Dennis St. John said in his facilities report that minor repairs by a plumber and camera adjustments in the parking lot had been 
completed. 
 
3. A memo from the Peace Patrol coordinator, Joan Brubaker, expressed the need for a designated head usher to inform the cadre 
of ushers of safety protocols and guidelines for welcoming worshipers.  A bulleted list of guidelines will be prepared and perhaps 
laminated.  Finding a head usher falls in the province of the Worship and Music Committee. 
 
Old Business: 
1. Dennis reported on the current status of the BSA troops 301 and 365.   
2. Discussion of the upcoming full congregational SOAR Conference included updates and changes to the workbook, a review of 
required equipment, the need for further publicity and an emphasis on registration, as well as a listing of the stakeholders to 
whom Dennis has sent invitations. 
 
3. Returning to the subject of how to support Ukraine, Kathy Babcock proposed introducing the congregation to ShelterBox.  The 
Admin Team approved that as an avenue for individuals to be supportive rather than doing a fund raiser through our church.  An-
nouncements will be made in the church newsletter, bulletin, and church services. 
 
4. A discussion of columbarium furniture was tabled. 
 
New Business: 
The Annual Meeting will be March 12. The agenda for it was reviewed and revised. 
 
Pastor’s reports: 

1. Randy is working with Penny Pestle on a United Way Grant application to support a program similar to “Stay and Play” 

for use in the Redman Room.  He noted that Common Ground was a success with over 100 people registered from all 

over the country.  The congregation has had several deaths and several people moving into Hospice care in the past 

month. And he is planning two trips:  one to Rocky Point after  the Spanish classes are done,  and one to Guatemala for 

language classes with Probigua and connecting with the scholarship program there that we help support. Our church will 

have a booth at the UCC general synod conference in July. Last, he will take some vacation time in February to visit fam-

ily in El Salvador.   

2. Rebecca submitted her report by email. She too noted the success of Common Ground on the Border and thanked all in-

volved who contributed to that success. The artist in residence, Rev. Brenda Grauer, is working with our quilters this 

week following her work at CGOB. Five classes are offered in the Spark Studio this winter season. The Women’s Retreat 

is scheduled for March 14-16. The Care Team continues to provide cards and calls to those in need.  We are in need of a 

person to lead the meal train as Susan Hill needs a time of rest from that task. 

Next Administrative Meeting: February 14th (4:00 to 5:00) 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
SuEllen Shaw, Secretary 
 
 


